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PREFACE. 



It may seem extraordinary that the .iouvenim of a 
tour in Siberia should be sufficiently pleasing to 
tempt a traveller to commit them to paper. But 
though he can hardly hope that they will be as inte- 
resting to the public as to himself, still the very 
limited and often incorrect acqumntance we have 
with that country, and our few authentic details of 
its moral condition, induce him to venture to pub- 
lish the notes made during an excursion of less than 
six months through a part of those distant regions. 
In Russia itself Siberia is almost as little known as 
in England ; its very nama^condemns it without a 
trial. On our arrival at Moscow we were congra- 
tulated by some on having escaped from an exile 
whence so few return; by others we were cross- 
questioned as to the possibility of having really 
existed so long in such a place ; and by all we were 
regarded as a nine-days* wonder, so incredible did 
it appear that such a journey should have been 
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made voluntarily, and witboiit any specific object. 
Omne tgnotum est pro magnifico, an adage no less 
true in our days than in those of Tacitus, perhaps 
more so, because so much less comparatively is 
unknown iiou: than then. 

In modern times we have, it is true, a Ttiur hi 
Siberia and Knmtchatka, by Mr. Dohell, (an Irish- 
man by birth, and now Russian Consul at Elsinore) 
in the years 1812 and 1814; but he descrihcs the 
latter much more than the former. We have a 
Pedestrian Tour, by the late Captain Cochrane, in 
1821, made imdersuch extraordinary circumstances, 
as well as that of the blind traveller, Hoiman, that 
while they increased public interest in what re- 
j;;arded the narrators, they somewhat diminished 
their confidence in the accuracy of the information. 

At a nmch more recent period a work has 
appeai-ed under the auspices of Major Sabine, 
a translation of the German account of Baron 
VVrangel's voyage of discovery in the North-East of 
Siberia and Kamtchatka, undertaken at the same 
time that Captain Cochrane was travelling in those 
countries. It does not, however, describe in any 
way those parts of Siberia where we have been ; it 
was, indeed, purely a tour of a scientific nature, 
executed by the orders of the late Emperor Alex- 
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andei% and, strange to say, no details of it were 
ever published in Russia — we could not learn on 
what account. In the course of the present nar- 
rative of our own reminiscenses, we shall, with 
all deference, offer some observations on it, in those 
points where we venture to differ from the noble 
author, on the strength of information acquired in 
the country itself. 

There are various German works on Siberia^ 
several of which appeared in the last century; the 
most valuable are the Travels of Pallas^ from the 
year 1768 to 1774; a work of the highest merit, 
but of greater interest to the naturalist, than the 
general reader. Did he even go more into detail on 
the condition and mode of life of the inhabitants in 
that day, it could not be supposed to offer a just 
picture of Siberia in the middle of the nineteenth 
century. Russia, in general, has made greater 
strides in civilization since the accession of Peter 
the Great, than any country in the world in the 
same space of time. It would be unreasonable to 
expect that Siberia should have advanced with the 
same rapidity, as many other portions of that vast 
empire, in the scale of civilization, yet, we believe, 
that in proportion to her advantages, her progress 
will be found not to be slower, than that of other 
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nations. It is to be feared that hospitality is one of 
the virtues more lionoured in ages and countries, in 
which artificial refinement has not yet readied a 
very high pitch. Judging Siberia by this standard, 
we should place her very low indeed in the scale, 
for, we believe, there is no country where it is so 
generally and so cordially practised. We should, 
indeed, be ungrateful if we did not seize every 
opportunity of offering our humble testimony to the 
tmifurm observance of this patriarchal usage among 
all classes from the Governor-general down to the 
peasant. 

We have endeavoured, in the following work, to 
make the orthography of names and places as 
correct as possible, the want of which in almost 
every book published on Russia is so great, iis to 
render the names of persons often dillicuit to recog- 
nise by those most familiar with them. Many of 
the Russian letters having no analogous sounds in 
our alphabet, are not easy to be represented ; the (s), 
which is pronounced as in Spanish, we have given by 
(M) ; the vowel (m) by (i/). This latter it is almost 
Impossible for a foreigner to pronounce correctly ; 
it is a French {/), with the most guttural sound that 
can be given it. (ui) is (ch), (>i) (tc/i) and (m) {stch). 
There are two mutes which regulate the pronuncia- 
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tion of almost every word (t) and (b). The first 
makes the sound long at the end of words, the 
other shortens and gives them a sharp sound ; viz., 
the river Ob is pronounced as if written with an 
apostrophe at the end, thus, Ob\ The (lo) at the 
beginning of a word is pronounced like (^'/), in the 
middle and end like the French {u) : in the northern 
river AHH)A, this letter with the one that follows 
it, forms a sort of tripthongue, which may be 
expressed thus, Anuiy. The accent is, generally, 
on the second syllable in trisyllabic Russian proper 
names, and the (e) is often pronounced as (o), for 
example Berezqf is pronounced as if written 
Beroznf. The first syllable being commonly short, 
the (o) in it is often pronounced as a short (a), as 
Golitzin is pronounced Galitziny but for all these 
conventual usages there is no fixed rule. 



As these pages were going to press, we regret to learn that the 
principal part of the heautifiil city of Casan has again been reduced 
to ashes, by a tremendous fire, the origin of which is involved in 
mystery, not without strong suspicion of its being the work of an 
incendiary. The University and Observatory seem to have been 
destroyed, which is truly a national calamity. These were splendid 
buildings worthy of any country. The little town of Perm has also 
almost ceased to exist owing to the ravages of the same destructive 
element. 
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KRRATA. 

Fl^^ lOA, line 5 from bottom, dtle most. 
,, 118, „ 2, /or primogeniiw, rroM/primigeniuji. 
n 170, „ 1,/or little RoiiHian, rf«tf Little RuMiuui. 

181, „ 1 5, /or T^ cbugo-Twhuk, iva/ Twhugo-Tfichmk. 

182, „ 18, for was freezing hard, read was freezing sharplv. 
224 and 228, for Ytfoiso^ilc, read Yifnim^isk. 
237, line A from bottom, after Tomsk, dele and. 
319, „ 16, /or Shammanism, read Shamanism. 

,, 326, „ 24, for strongly, read strangely. 

„ „ lines 26, 26. The semicolon should be afkT " respect," not after 

" mines/* 
„ 406, line 21, /or ever, read even. 
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ground which Moscow covers, but a short distanco 
beyond its walls, is the general dep6t for almost all 
the subjects of the Russian empire, who arc sentenced 
either to banishment for aggravated crimes, or to 
become merely colonists in Siberia. 

It must not be supposed that all those, whoso 
doom it is to pass the remainder of their lives in this 
dintant part of the Russian dominions, are so sen* 
tenced, either for civil or political offences. Still less 
true it is, that it is in any degree a punishment to the 
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great majority. The far greater i)art coosists of persons 
living; in a state of vagabondage, belonging to no one, 
without a home, or the means of gaining an honest 
livelihood. All those in short who have no passport 
or certificate from the official register of the police of 
the district to which they belong, are sent to colonize 
the thinly populated parts of Siberia. We shall in 
another place describe their condition when arrived at 
their different destinations, and wo believe that we 
shall be nble to convince our readers, who are not 
unwilling to be convinced, that the general impression 
conveyed by the term "banishment to Siberia," is no 
less erroneous as regards the persons banished, than 
unjust towards the Russian Government. 

Tbe long ridge of rising ground known by the 
name of the Sparrow Hills, to which we have alluded, 
would in a less fiat country than is the general character 
of this part of Russia, present no feature sufficiently 
marked to deserve particular notice. But as the whole 
of the route from Petersburg to Moscow, a distance 
of four hundred and fifty English miles, is one dead 
flat, with the exception of a small part, where it crosses 
the Valdai Hiils, this slightly elevated plateau appears 
almost a mountain. But the view which it presents, 
and the associations connected with it, stamp it with 
a peculiar interest. Moscow lies before you, a living 
panorama — at its feet floMs the little river Moskva, 
whicli, from its meanderings tlii-ough tho adjoining 
meadows, has all the picturcstjue appearance of a brook, 
the stream being barely rapid enough to float down the 
necessarj- provision of firewood for the city. Nearer 
to you arc tho superb Donskoi. Siminofskoi. and De- 
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■vltzkoi conrents, above which tlic anrivhlled Kremlin 
rears its majestic front. 

It is not only tlie vast spdce of ground that Moscow 
covers, whicii gives it so imposing nn nitponrnnce, 
though, the circuit of its walls l>eing twetity-teveh 
English miles, it i» almost the largest city in the 
world — but from the irregular way in which it is built, 
on terraces ricing one above another, the eye embraces 
more easily nil its most striking features at once. Its 
throe hundred churclies, of all iniaglnnble fr)nns, and 
painted with all the colours of the rainbow, many 
of them originally Tatar mnsqncs which have been 
consecrated, and display the cruss raised above the 
crescent, each reflecting in its different hues the rays 
of an almost trojiicnl sun, combine to give it an oriental 
character totally unlike any other city, fflsan. indeed, 
boasts many of its finest points, ond bears n striking 
rescmblnnce to Moscow, with the additional advantage 
of having the inagnificpnt Volga visible fmm its walls. 
C'ouhl a painter group on one piece of cnnvas the same 
iinmber of picturesque objoeta which are enibmced in 
tite roup d'fpil from the Sparrow Hills, we doubt if ht« 
imagination coidd ►'elect and an-ange any that arc 
wanting here, to fonu his lii.-au idihil. The vast unniber 
of golden domes in the Kremlin alone, with tho lofly 
Ivan Veliki towering above them nil: tho fantastic 
form and colouring of the church of Saint Bnsil, so 
near na to appear to belong to it — contmsted with tho 
whiteness of tho snperb modern p.ilaces. and hospitals 
which might well Ire taken for j>R!noc« — the theatres^ 
the barracks, and military school^its mnnege-, tho 
largest III Europe, — intcnnixed with the more hunilile 



and rave wornlen biiiMinga, — serve to form an ensemUe, 
difficult to imagine, because the world contains nothing 
to which to compare it. 

The Sparrow Hills possess no inconsiderable interest 
from being the point whence the French army, in 1812, 
caught their first glimpse of this devoted city. Well 
may we imagine their sensations, when, like the soldiers 
of Hannibal viewing from the summit of the Alps the 
fertile plains of Italy, they f^aw within their grasp, «*hat 
they had long anticipated as the goal, where their 
labours wero to terminate, and victory to crown their 
Tinparallelled efforts. From thence they could dis- 
tinctly discern the rear-guard of the Russian army 
retreating, and its numerous population pouring forth 
to leave them undisturbed possession. Here, may we 
imagine. Napoleon anxiously awaiting his dearest 
triumph — that moment, which never arrived, when a 
deputation of her most illustrious senators should offer 
him the keys of prostrate Moscow. And had she no 
interest for him in lier Kremlin, her churches, and her 
university — had her society no charms, her inmates no 
hospitality, no luxury to offer — surely, her self-devo- 
tion in the hour of danger, when the fate of Europe, 
BO less than that of Russia, was in the balance — when 
her unheard-of sacrifice annihilated the power of her 
enemy, in her self-kindled fires — it would always be 
the spot to which the traveller would most anxiously 
point his steps, and excite in him the enthusiasm 
which every son and daughter of Moscow feels in so 
eminent a degree. She has, indeed, risen like a 
phcenix from her ashes, more lovely than before — and 
we at least must always feel that after having seen 
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ftlinost all that Europe offers of interest, we can look 
back on no period of our lives, which has left so many 
agreeable recollections, as the three months we 8i>ent 
at Moscow. 

But we forget that our purpose ia to write of 
Siberia. It was then on the Sparrow Hills tliat we 
first began to feel a desire of kunwing the real state of 
Hiberia, and the condition of it^ inlmbitants. As we 
began by observing, one of our earliest excursions at 
Moscow was to witness the departure of the deports 
for tlieir place of exile. Our notions on this subject 
were naturally gathered from the descriptions of other 
travellers, and Mr, Murray's IftniH-book. We bad read 
bow, in this general place of rendezvous, "all ages ami 
uexes were indiBcriminately thniet together, 

Frt-sli fnuFi tlic knout, luul recent fr'>m tiic ihniii, 
til! the limbs, lorn and maimed, had recovered isufiioient 
strength to bear them on their way," and how "the 
mournful band were ignorant iiliko of their sentence, 
as of their crime." But from having travelled a good 
deal, and knowing how little dependence is to be jdaccd 
on travellers' views in general, which differ so materially 
according to their knowledge of languages, their own 
personal advantages, and the Boeiety into which they 
chance to be tlirown, we were naturally iinxious to 
judge for ourselves on this, as well ns other matters. 
An English friend of ours, established nbont forty years 
at Moscow, without having lost a particle of his 
English feelings, to whom we expressed our wish of 
witnessing this ceremony, and whose account of it M-as 
totally at variance with the one we have just iinoted, 
kindly undertook to escort us thither, ami we chum 
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tho testimony of several other Englieh gentlemen wbQ 
formed our party, shoiikl this ever raeot their eye, to 
corroborate the correctness of our relation. 

We could not have been more fortunate than wq 
were iu the choice of our cicerone. Our friend Mr. 
Kowaud liaa been for many years one of the com- 
mittee of management for all mattere connected fl-itlt 
prison discipline. It was, therefore, his peculiar pro- 
vince to visit, from time to time, the establishment 
on the Sparrow Ilills, and his great good-nature prompts 
him to act as guide and interpreter to any of his 
countrymen who come to Sloscow. ^Vo were thei"© 
introduced by him to a Dr. Haas, a Roman Catholic 
physician from the Rlieuish provinces, and like himself 
one of the prison directors. This gentleman is more 
than a second Howard — lie literally spends his whole 
life in doing good, to the sacrifice of his health and 
fortune. He has an apartment in the jirisoners' hos- 
pital here, and one in another hospital in Moscow, and 
during our residence there, he had well nigli fallen a 
victim to his pliilantliropy, having, at oue time, four 
hundred and fifty patients on his hands, the greater 
number with an infectious fever, which all the hospital 
surgeons had taken, and deprived him con8ec[uently of 
their assiat-imce. To dedicate one's whole life to any 
purauit, be it what it mar, without the incitement of 
honours and emoluments to he gained by it, a man 
must bo an enthusiast, aud although we arc convinced 
that the motives uhich guide and cheer this gentleman 
through his arduous undertakings, are a high sense of 
Christian duty and good-will towards men, yet the 
force of habit has rendered it also liis hobby and his 



(leligDt. We found him among; eiylity prieouerB who 
were to begin tht-ir sorrowful journey that moruing, 
conversing nith and comforting each individual, though 
we shouhl not suy that we observed thu iicce»wity of 
the latter, excejiting in one instance, that of a young 
woman under twenty years of age. who had set fire 
to a whole village, and had been knoutcd three months 
before. She did not certainly view with complacency 
the prospect before her, but all the rest a|»pcared totally 
indifferent. We had an opportunity of talking to 
many of them who spoke flennan, and so far arc ihey 
from regretting their fates, that we saw in the prison 
at Moscow one n|d man ninety years of ago, fall down 
at the doctor's feet entreating hts interference to get 
him sent to Siberia, This was, however, impossible, oa 
the law does not allow any who liave passed the age of 
sixty to undergo the toilsome journey. 

Dr. Haas makes a point of becoming acquainted 
with the reasons for which every individual is sentenced 
to Siberia, and it constantly happens, that when, upon 
investigation, he finds a loop-hole for mercy, he pro- 
cures for the prisoner a postponement of \\\« departure, 
aod if, on revising the case, any injustice appears done, 
often obtains a remission of the sentence. To each 
person he distributes the New Testament, published 
in diflerent languages by the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, with the passages most appro- 
priate to their respective cases marked out for their 
_ particular attention. The doctor told us, that a year 
■ or two ago. an English lady who was wituessiiig thu 
H sc«ne we are describing, to whom ho showed several 
H passages which he had marked, naively infjuired what 
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texts he selecteii for the Polish exiles; he confessj^ 
he was a little jwsed, although there are many whii-h 
enjoiu submission to the "powere that be." He gave 
us a German Testament, in which he noted down Uio 
circumstances under which it had been preseuted to us, 
and we shall ever regard his handwriting with feelings 
of pleasure from the recollections of our visit to the 
Sparrow Hills. It frequently happens, that among the 
convicts are some of the Jewish tribe, on whom of 
course the Doctor spares no persuasion to induce them 
to embrace Christianity. We would fain Iiope, that 
bis efforts are not always in vain, but we fear that bo 
is too often their dupe. 

On the present occasion, M*e saw him in earnest 
conversation Mitb one of these proselytes, wlio was 
speaking German to him ; and wc discovered that, 
being now on the eve of his departure, he felt, or 
feigned, some remorse, for having deceived the worthy 
Doctor as to his conversion, and was then expressing 
his contrition and assurances of hearty repentance. 
It appeared that he had been four times baptized, and 
bad received on each difterent occasion some solid 
mark of the charity of the person who flattered himself 
he had gained a soul unto salvation. He now admitted 
that the Doctor had been one of tlioso so deceived, 
and that he had even sold the Testament he had given 
him at the time of his baptism. Hut be at last pro* 
fepsod to be really convinced of the error of bis way^ I 
and promised to become a Christian indeed. It : 
probable that lie was at least sincere in bis promise. I 
of professing Christianity, as great advantages are held 1 
out to Jews when established in Siberia, who abando; 
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tho faitli of their fathers. It enables them to marry, 
and settle themselves more comfortably as colonists; 
aiid, what is an essential point to a Jew, to enjoy tbu 
society of those among whom their lot is catit. This 
man had been sent to Siberia before, and made hia 
escape; had probably been baptized there, and relapsed 
into Judaism, iu order to profit by the Doctor's libe- 
rality on his re-conversion. We have frequently heard 
iu Russia of these repeated recantations, and how the 
new Christian has complained sometimen on the last 
occasion, that he got more by it on the former ones. 

During their detention at the depot, before their 
turn comes to start for their place of destination, tho 
unhappy people have every provision made for theiu, 
compatible with their situation. Tlie females are lodged 
on one side of the prison, the men in another court 
by themselves, and never communicate with each other, 
unlesa they have tlicir relations with them. Tlie dif- 
ferent sorts of malefactors are clatisified an much as 
possible according to the nature of their crimes, of 
which mauy are of the most heinous description, for 
which, even now, death is the punishment in Kuglaud. 
Those who have committed more venial ollences, are 
sei>arated from the abandoned criminals, while thosu 
■who are to be banished solely for vagabondagi; (and 
Ihey form the great majority) and are merely to become 
colonists, are entirely separated from the society of tho 
depraved and vicions. 

We saw in an apartment by themselves, three 
persons, evidently of a better class, and whom wo 
recognised, fi-om their flowing beards, as Roakolitiks, 
or, as they cull themselves, jicujjk of' the amknl Jaith- 
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There arc in Russia a va3t number of dissentei-s of 
this denomination, whoso principles of doctrine may 
be in sonio degree compared to those of the Puseyitea 
of our own country. During the seventeenth cen- 
tury, in the reign of the Czar Alexis, the Patriarch 
Nikon, a man of great erudition, perceived that the 
Russian-Sclavonic translation of the Bible, and other 
sacred books, from the original Greek, was in many 
parts faulty and the sense perverted; he obtained his 
sovei-eign'fi permission to make the requisite correc- 
tions, which were ordered to be generally adopted. 
A certain number of anti-reformers succeeded in per- 
suading the common people that these innovations 
were heretical and attacked the foundation of their 
religion, and so induced them to adhere to the old 
version. A severe law was passed against these aimple- 
miuded people, who were literally persecuted till the 
reign of the Emperor Alexander, when the celebrated 
Metropolitan of Moscow, Plato, proposed some milder 
regulations which received the Emperor's sanction, and 
the peraecution ceased. 

Before this period, Peter the Oreat had, as we 
think, very unwisely, attempted to deprive the people 
of their beards; which was strongly opposed, and prin- 
cipally by these same Jioskol/iiksy who hehl it as a 
point of religion, not to shave their faces. The oppo- 
sition was so far successful, that a tax was laid on 
beards, instead of ubolit-liing them altogetlier, and the 
Rosholuiks were satisfied. At the present day, any 
person above the class of Mtijik who wears a long beard, 
and who is not a priest, is known to belong to this 
sect. According to Gibbon, tlie earliest Christiana 
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were tho nnthors of tliis superstition. Tertullian calls 
the use of tlif razor, "a lie ajcrainst our own fere, ami 
an impious attempt to improve the works of tho 
Creator." Tho lluogian peasant ban a belter excuse 
than the Carthaginian, in the protection which tbu 
beard afibniH against the severe cold ; and it does ieem 
to be a inout wiso provieion of nature, in a cUmatu 
where the (juicksilver not unfrequeutlv freezes. 

AVitUin the last few jcare, the number of itchisma- 
tics has so much increased, and the miMrhief they Imvu 
created become no great, that tho Enipemr has beeu 
obliged to denounce and punish them. From thu 
orifriual Moxkijlniks have sprung up a variety of diiisen- 
ters on tho most absurd and niischievoim grounds. 
One of them, for instance, has discovered that the 
name of Jesas should bo written with four letturs 
instead of five, or rice term; and upon points like 
these, their advocates have succeeded iu destroying 
the peace of families and villages oven, pentuudiiig 
their partisans that it is a heinous oflence agalntit 
heaven to associate or have any intercoun§o with mich 
as do not hold the same opinions ; so that children are 
divided against their parents, and the dearest ties of 
afTection torn asunder, for such trivial and unimportant 
considerations. AVhat was the precise article of dis- 
sent of tho jiersons mc saw at the Sparrow Hills, we 
have forgotten ; but they were aggravated oficnders 
who had been long employed as missionaries, to gain 
proselytes to their creed, for which they were now 
B on the point of making a journey to Siberia. W'e 
H could not help being struck with their appearance, 
H and respectability of manner, and thinking how 
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much more trite it is at tliis day, thao wiien Lucretius 
said — 

Tantum rcli^io potuit sundore mnlorum. 

When everytliiug is ready for the departure of 
the convoy, the party, having made a hearty repast 
of bread, soup, and grass, (all which we partook of, 
and found extremely palatable) are formed in march- 
ing order, and set out under an escort of soldiers, 
with drums beating, and headed by an officer, who 
is changed every day. Outside the prison walls the 
troop is considerably augmented by the families of the 
condemned, who are always allowed to accompany 
their relations; and those who have the means may 
provide themselves with an abooz, or sledge, instead 
of walking, of which the ex]>euse is trifling. The 
account given by Mr. Bremner of this ceremony will 
not be found to differ much from our own ; he remarks, 
however, that he was unable to find out whether, in 
the case of a nobleman, any difference is made, in 
allowiug a conveyance or any other mitigation, not 
usual in ordinary eases. We think that if he had 
inquired he would have had no difficulty in learning 
that such leniency is shown, as is compatible %vith 
the security of the prisoner. But we doubt if, in our 
own country, it would be considered in accordance 
with justice to make any distinction between the rich 
and poor, the noble or the peasant. In travelling to 
and from Siberia we have frequently met the prisoners 
on their road, and they are invariably accompanied 
by a number of sledges, which are provided by Govei 
ment in case of sickness or infirmity. 

We took great pains to ascertain the real weight 
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of tlieir chains mid liaviiig seen them wei/(lied, ran 
certify, tlint in the case of the most desperate offemlers 
they never exceeded four pounds English. Tliose are 
placed on the legs or wrists, at the option of the 
prigoiiere, who are fastened two and two together; 
they geoeraily prefer to have their hands and arms at 
liberty. 

The first day's march of the exiles is only eight 
Eiiglisli miles ; it varieti, however, according to the 
distance of the villages where they are to be (piartered 
for the night, and never exceeds fourteen niiles. l''rom 
having pursued the same road which they take, in 
great part, to the very farthest point, wo can testify 
that tlieir quarters and general well-being improve as 
they advance. There is a house especially appropriated 
to the exiles in ever)- village, which is. generally speak- 
ing, the best in the vicinity. They have a small allow- 
ance of money per day for their food, which they club 
together, and never fail to have their funds augmented 
by the charity of the inhabitants of the places tlirough 
which they pass. W'c believe, that even in our own 
country, the duty of almsgiving is not more generally 
practised than in Russia. The merchants and richer 
class of shojikoepers especially devote large sums 
annually to this purpose, and in Siberia the exiles, or 
as they simply call them. " Nestchastni ludi," (unfor- 
tunate people,) are often wholly supplied with their 
daily bread by the charity of the natives. 

That those who conduct themselves properly are 
rarely ill-treated on their journey we are fully con- 
vinced — but as the officer who has the charge of them 
only goes one day's nmrcli. it may occasionally hapi>en 
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that in the frequent change of superintendents thej 
Tiow and then meet with one of an unfeeling and 
tyrannical disposition. We have the authority of Dr. 
Haas for asserting (and his extreme philanthropy will 
defend him from the imputation of having a bias 
unfavourable to these poor wretches) that in general 
irhcn the Government errs, it is on the side of mercy, 
and that when anything lilie cruelty is practised, it is 
by the subordinate agents, who are often necessarily 
able to do so without discovery. Wo have been led into 
a longer digression tlian we first intended, yet have a 
hope that these preliminary observations, although not 
entirely new, may not be wholly without interest to 
our readers. Being intimately connected witli Siberia, 
as a place of exile, they deserve consideration before 
we describe the condition of the banished, when arrived 
■at their place of destination. 

We were on the point of bidding adieu to JIoscow 
tchcn an opportunity of visiting Siberia, under the most 
favourable auspices, presented itself. Had we taken 
time to calcidate systematically the jh-os and cons, we 
should probably have decided in the negative. We 
congratulate ourselves upon liaving acted on the im- 
pulse of the moment, and having taken advantage of 
the opportunity. The prospect which lay before ns 
fras certainly unflattering : a trip of ten thousand miles 
through a country which ail our previous ideas repre* 
sented as seiiii-bnrbarons, at tlic most inclement season 
of the year, with whose language we were almost J 
wholly unac(|uainted, and the uncertainty of being I 
allowed to proceed through tliose parts which we pnrti- I 
cnlnrly wished to visit, were difRcultios that it required f 
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some resolution to decide upon encountering^. Our 
travelling comimnioa gave us courage, and on tbo 
"vivli ir . we started on our expedition. 

Hie Highness Prince Dmitri Golitzin, the Gorer- 
nor-Gcncral of Moscow, had kindly furnished nn with 
letters for the governors of the ditl'eront provinces 
through which we were likely to pft!«s, as well as the 
Governor-Geneml of West Siberia; and to thoit- 
valuable recommendations we were indebteil, in a great 
degree, for the sntisfnctory accomplishment of u jour- 
ney which we believe no other licinij ICnglishrnan ban 
made, except two missionaries many yeara eetablished 
in Selenginsk. A very comfortjible travelling carringc, 
an agreeable coDi]>anion, and a good servant, are three 
advantages that we possessed at the outset ; but we 
were well awnro tliat the former must be changed for 
a kihitka of the country as soon as the enow set in, 
and it was very uncertain how long our companion's 
route and our own would be the same. In any country 
where the roads are not good, it is better to travel in 
the uBual conveyance which the experience of the 
natives hn« found most convenient ; but in Norway, 
Sweden, and RuB<*ia, it is indispensably necessary in 
winter to adopt this maxim. Throughout Russio, and 
especially Siberia, travelling is done more expeditiously 
than in any part of the world where railroads aro not 
In vogue; but we will not recommend to our readers to 
post any great distance in the interior unnccompanied by 
Some llussian whose passport insures attention, or at 
least guarantees him against chicanery. We neither 
mean to abuse (as many travellers delight to do) the in- 
stitutions of n countrv. where we always remember we 
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are visitors, and where our stay depends on the suffer- 
ance of the authorities, and our own good will and 
pleasure, and should certainly advise a foreigner in 
England, who did not like wliat he met with here, to 
leave ns, and think the rule is good in our own cai^e^. 
Neither do we mean to propose a system of reform in 
the arrangement of Russian post-horses; it lias defects 
without doubt, which are easier to canl at than 
remedy ; and these defects affect Russian travellers as 
well as foreigners, our ignorance of the language 
always excepted. We must, however, adhere to our 
opiuiou that an Englishman who expects to find the 
same expedition in changing horses in the interior 
of Russia, as he does, or used to do, on the great 
north-road, had better never go so far to undeceive 
himself. 

The greatest disadvantage to ordinary travellers, is 
the number of generals, civil and military, who are 
constantly on the road; having made a great part of 
our tour with a Governor-General, we can speak feel- 
ingly as to the private advantages and public disad- 
vantages it entails. For example, a great public ■ 
functionary, with the rank of general, proposes to J 
make a journey of four or five thousand miles with a J 
numerous retiuue ; he is entitled by law to twenty ] 
horses (the number always depends on the traveller's I 
rank). He writes, some time before he purposes to i 
set out, to all the post-masters on the road by which ■] 
he is to pa?s, to announce his arrival on or about a-i 
certain day. Tliis certain day is probably the most 
uncertain possible ; and to our own knowledge, it not 
iinfrequently happens that twenty horses are kept 



TRAVELLING IN RUSSIA. 17 

waiting at every station for the gentleman in question 
one month before he arrives. The consequence is, 
that other travellers of lesser consideration are de- 
tained for hours, and even days, till tlieir patience is 
exhausted, and bribery is tlieir only resource ; and this 
even occasionally fails, from positive vrant of horses. 
The loss to the owners, who are not the post-masters, 
but the peasants, especially in harvest time, is very 
serious» because they are not paid for the time the 
horses are detained ; and in the event of royalty tra« 
veiling at that season, though it pays more liberally 
than individuals, it is positive ruin. A certain number 
of horses must always be kept for the mails and 
numerous fM-jagerSy who are constantly being dis- 
patched in every direction ; in short, the number of 
the privileged class is so great, who, on the slightest 
demur, take the law into their own hands, that an 
unprotected traveller is often unable to proceed, at all 
events without paying at least double the tariff. Tliese 
remarks apply, however, principally to the main-roads, 
and the further you advance in Siberia, the less com- 
munication there is, and the greater the number of the 
horses. The only set off against these inconveniences 
is the extreme cheapness of posting. Between Peters- 
buig and Moscow a pair of horses does not cost quite 
seven farthings per English mile ; and in Siberia, only 
half that sum. The postillions are proportionably 
moderate in their expectations. 

One of Lord Byron's "northern suns obscurely 
bright," warned us of the approach of winter, as we 
passed through the gate of Moscow ; but as we were 
south and eastward bound, we had hopes of being able 

c 
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to travel for two months upon wheels. The road as 
far as Wladirair was not new to us, as wa had been a 
fortnight before to the fair of Nijni Novogorod, or as 
the Russians still call it, of Makarief, from which place 
it has been removeil not many years; aud thus far it 
was the same. Neither is it new in all probability to 
mauy of our readers, for it has beau i-epeatedly de- 
scribed by other travellers, who have much more J 
descriptive or iuventive t^ent than ourselves. If therct m 
be any bo ignorant, it will suffice to say that picturesque 
scenery is the last thing to be expected — a vast extent 
of uninclosed country, with here a forest and there a 
river — a village once perhaps between the post-stations, 
little traffic except immediately before and after the 
afore-mentioned fair, with an immense proportion of 
duet or mud, as the season happens to be dry or wet — 
form the principal feature in this part of Russia. 

The summer of 1840 was an unusually wet one; 
we hardly saw one fine day. and the state of the wea- 
ther has sncli an eHcct on the state of the roads, that a 
traveller's liopea in Russia, par excellence, depend upon 
tho height of the barometer. At the time we are 
wiiting the new chaussie from RIoscoiv to Nijni is 
completed : it was then only partially so, and we know 
of no greater nuisance in any country than helping to 
make a new road. Where there is a \'ery thick coat 
of macadamized stone it is bad enough; but when the 
distance from which it is brought is great, as in many 
parts of the Nijni road, and they are cousetjuently 
econ<toicaI of the material, and soft unbinding earth 
is substituted for stone, which becomes like putty after 
a shower of rain, it is intolerable. 
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Beftjre we had got tlfty milea from Mosco*, we 
were overtaken by a violent storm, whit-U diil not 
improve the chaussee ; and after passing Wladiuiir. wo 
quitted it altogether for a eandr no-road, which was 
now a sea of mud. Before we arrived here, howurcr, 
we bad the comfort of seeing, on our reaching tlie post, 
a iel^ga driving furiouely, which turned out to be a 
generals aide-de-camp just in time to lay an embargo oti 
the horses we had fancied to be destined for us. This 
detained ub three hours; but we were extremely for- 
tunate iu not meetiug with hardly a second delay of 
this kind during the whole journey. 

Wladimir, one of the oldest towns in Russia, is 
about a hundred and twenty English milea from 
Moscow. It was once the capital, and contained a 
number of fine buildings, traces of some of which still 
exist ; it has. however, fallen from its high estate, 
though recently raised to the rank of a university. It 
it well sitaated on an eminence, has a cathedral, tho 
Dsual numljer of churches, and, to a traveller an im]»or- 
tant consideration, atolerable restaurant. About eiglity 
miles farther is the town of Murom, large and well- 
built, on the river Okka, which meets the Volga at 
Nijni. The river is wide and rapid; we crossed it on 
a large raft, au affair which occupied twenty minutes, 
although our men worked hard. A very long rope is 
poflsed from one side of it to the other, by means of 
which the raft is propelled. When there are many 
horses, cattle, &c., to be ferried over, the process of 
couree is slow, but sure. We saw Iiere a number of 
large vessels laden witli merchandize of all descriptions 
from the fair of Nijni, which were towed by forty or 
c 2 
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fifty horses earli, placed iu rows of five abreast. As 
they can necessarily only go a foot's pace, it may be 
imagined that the water carriage is not expeditious; 
they have, however, no steamers here, and it is conse- 
quently the best means of transporting cargoes of heavy 
goods. 

Hitherto the use of steamers in the interior is very 
limited, although the number of navigable rivers is so 
great. Private speculation is rare in matters of a 
public nature, and the establishment of a line of 
steamers between Jaroslaf, Nijiii, Casan, and Astracan 
alone, would be a serious undertaking for the govern- 
ment. There are now two little boats, wliich do not 
however run more than two months in the year, 
between Nijni and Astracan, and they are badly 
managed enough ; still we think the revenue would 
gain largely by building a few steamers to tow the 
vessels of burden between these two points. 

The town of Murom is famous for its sterlet, one 
of the numerous delicious fish whicli are only found in 
Russia. Not long after ci-ossing the rivej-, we passed 
through one of the largest pine forests on this side the 
Ural. Our route lay to Simbirsk and Orenburg, but 
on the third day we left the direct road, about forty or 
fifty versts, to go to pay a visit to an officer of tlie 
artillery of the guard, at a village called Makatelum. 
We found, indeed, a village, and nothing more, there 
being as yet no house on the estate, which, however, 
contains a thousand peasants, and is the property of 
Madame de Karamsiu, the widow of the celebrated 
historian of that name. We were most hospitably 
received by her sou, who very wisely took advantage 



VISIT TO MR. DE KARAUSIN. 21 

of a yearns leave of absence from bis regiment, to 
banish himself here, in order to superintend his own* 
affairs. Did the Russian noblemen more frequently' 
imitate this young man's example, their finances would 
be in a much more flourishing condition than is gene* 
rally the case. Stewards and agents are the ruin of 
the landholders in all countries, and still more so in 
Russia, where they have a wider scope for dishonesty 
and rapine. Our host was living in a cottage in no 
way better than those of his peasants, excepting that 
he had furniture and books brought all the way from 
Moscow. He described himself as wholly without 
society, his few neighbours being very little superior to 
their serfs. The country gentleman is a race peculiar 
to England, general civilization is nowhere else suffi- 
ciently advanced to create it. Landed proprietors do 
in other countries occasionally visit their estates, and 
in Germany, and Hungary especially, we can testify 
that their establishments are often little inferior to our 
own. But a residence in the country is always more 
or less a visit, and not as with us made every year. It 
IS looked upon as a duty and a sacrifice which must h^ 
made every now and then — in short, it is not a home. 
In Russia it is an exile, and is often inflicted by the 
Emperor as a punishment. Every one goes, it is true, 
into the country during some part of the summer, 
where his property is not too far distant from one of 
the two capitals, but obligation alone would induce the 
generality of noblemen to spend a whole year there. 
The communications are bad, and the distances im- 
mense ; all articles of luxury and many of the neces- 
saries of life must be brought so far as greatly to 



increase their cost, and society must often not l»6 
thoaght of. 

We passed two days very agreeably, notwithstand- 
ing all this, at Makatelum, and after an early dinner 
the -jVth of September, proceeded on our route towards 
Orenburg. We got into the main road again at 
Azamas, a email town about twenty miles distance, and 
reached Simbirsk the following morning. 

Simbirsk is a large and improving town ; the build- 
ings are almost all modern, although it boasts one of 
the oldest monasteries in Hussia. It is the residence 
of the governor of the province, the mareschal of the 
nebiesse, and the winter metropolis of the provincial 
gentry. The situation of the town is good, being 
placed on an eminence above the river, which is much 
wider hero than at Murom, The weather was remark- 
ably fine, and the view much more picturesi]ue than 
anything we had yet met M'ith. The eye follows the 
winding of the river for many miles, and there was 
more bustle and movement than we were accustomed 
to. We loitered here a couple of hours, tempted by a 
brighter sun than was usual in this rainy summer. 
On leaving the town you descend for some distance to 
a well-cultivated plain, where in the course of the day 
we came to the residence of a Mr. Davidof, one of the' 
richest proprietors in Russia, and Mho was etiucated in 
Edinburgh under the auspices of Sir Walter Scott. 
His wife, a clianningjierson, is the daughter of the late 
Prince BariatinskJ, who married a sister of Lord Sher- 
borne's. Mr. Davidof had learned, if not a taste for a 
country life, at least the advantage of overlooking his 
bailiffs, and had banished himself here with his fa 
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for Bome time for that purpose. We had alreadj lost 
so much time, that we were obliged to decline his 
hospitality, being anxious to get on to Orenburg, before 
reaching which we knew we had to pass the Volga at 
a dangerous point in bad weather, and there were 
alreadj indications of a storm. 

The Volga forms almost the boundary of the 
governments of Orenburg and Simbirsk, and is at this 
point above a verst wide. We arrived at its banks 
about seven o'clock in the evening, and found that it 
had blown so hard all day, that they had not ventured 
to cross: the wind, however, had dropped a little, and 
we lost no time in embarking our carriage on the most 
fragile and rickety of all rafts. The wind was against 
us, and the stream very rapid ; we carried a large sail 
which made us top-heavy, and were continually obliged 
to tack. On an open raft there is very little to pre- 
vent both carriage and horses from going overboard, 
and the latter did not at all like their position. Tlio 
passage occupied us an hour and a half, and we were 
well pleased to find ourselves again on terra firmcu 
We are surprised that General Perofski, the governor 
of the province of Orenburg, who frequently passes to 
and from Petersburg, should not have organised a 
better machine. The weather doubtless makes a great 
difference, but arrangements ought to be made to 
ensure a safe transit at all seasons. 

We fondly flattered ourselves that our difficulties 
were over for the present, but on reaching a little town 
a few versts from the river, where we were to change 
horses, we were again called upon for an exercise of 
patience and philosophy. Generally speaking, in the 
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towns and on the great roade, the i>08tma8ters are cht- 
novniks or emplot/es of government; off the main iini 
there is one only at every fourth station. These^ 
functionaries, elated by the little brief authority 
derived from the uniform they M'ear, are very apt too 
display it at the traveller's expense. Being a degree' 
or two higher in rank than a peasant postmaster, their 
wants are greater, and their salary more inadequate to 
supply them. The consequence is, that a pretext must 
be foimd for extorting a bribe from the traveller, who 
is too often at their mercy. After a little practice, we 
became such adepts in distinguishing between the 
ordinary and extraordinary postmasters, that we were 
not obliged to ask the question. Whenever there was 
any delay or difficulty, it iiivariably occurred when 
there was one of these official tyrants. We fell into 
the hands of a cotjitin of this descri])tion on the present 
occasion, who niaile us wait three hours for horses^ 
Our companion laid his case before the superior dig* 
nitary in the town, but we got no redress, and though 
there was very little doubt that the postmaster had 
only detained us in hopes of a bribe, it was decided 
that to make a formal compluint to a higher tribunal 
would only have involved lis in more trouble than the 
affair Mas worth. Here and elsewhere the ends of 
justice are too often defeated by the difficulty and 
expense of obtaining it. The usual plan is to take the 
law into your own hands, and thrash the postmaster 
till the horses make their appearance, and we consider 
it a necessary and justifiablo mode of proceeding. 

We were at length once more in movement, but 
our ciim)^aniun"s bile had been so excited, that 
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amused us the whole night by recounting the nume- 
rous instances which had come under his owii olwerva- 
tion of the truth of this, and we fear that before 
Russia can boast any real moral improvement, enmo- 
thing more must be done to purify the fountain of 
justice. Bribery and corruption are in fact such a 
comfKinent part of the financial scheme of every 
cmjilojfe in that country, thnt were we to believe 
implicitly the Russians themselves, we should doubt 
whether an honest man, in the English acceptation of 
the word, is to be found. Public opinion attaches no 
stigma to this srort of dishonesty — it ceases to be din- 
honest from its very prevalence. ^Ve are much 
inch'ned to think tiiat this want of public opinion is 
Russia's great desideratum, and little as we would 
bo the advocates of a licentious press, we have never 
known public opinion to exist in any country in Europe, 
where the press is not more or less free. 

That tlie fear of punishment does not deter men is 
quite clear, for the Emperor has done all in his power 
to put a stop to these bad practices by throats and 
severe penalties. Conscience, also, unfortunately, is no 
check, for every individual who enters the service 
binds himself by the strictest oath not to receive any 
pay, emolument, or gratuity, in any shape, beyond his 
monthly salary. When his present Majesty came to 
the throne, ho raised all the snlaries considerably, iu 
order to remove the excuse of their being inadequately 
paid. The evil has not diminished. Neither do we 
consider the argument brought forward in so many 
works on Russia, as to the in,^dt'(placy of tlie pay of 
the ewployesy is just or valid. Thnt it is not the cause 
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of tlie evil, is proved by the fact of the man who 
receives from the Emperor twenty thousand roubles a 
year, being as great a robber as the one who has only 
two hundred. 

But compare the salaries in general with those of 
our own country, and we think the balance will bo 
against us. The great ditlerence, hoM'ever, is this, that 
an exciseman, or custom-house clerk, or a tax-gatherer, 
in England, gains no rank from sneh an appointment. 
He remains precisely where he was before in the scale 
of society. But in Russia, every man employed in the 
Bervice of government belongs to a class, of which there 
are fourteen. A boy, from the moment he enters the 
corps de cadets, or the university, belongs to some one 
of the fourteen classes, and as he rises in them, his 
ideas and wants rise too. We have been told by 
persons themselves, that they lived respectably ami 
took their degree at the University of Moscow, on 
three hundred roubles (fifteen pounds English) a year, 
they being as students in the last class. Having 
distinguished themselves by taking a good degree, they 
were, on leaving college, promoted to the ninth class, 
and were very soon in possession of an appointment of 
five or six thousand roubles a year. But now, forsooth, 
having reached the eighth class they become noble, 
and their views have so expanded with their rank, that 
the five thousand roubles are insufficient for them, 
though a year or two before they bad been perfectly 
contented with three hundred. The difference must 
be made up by extortion. And so far the salaries are 
inadequate, because every man has a fictitious rank, 
which ho has iu no other country of Europe. 
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Cliinfl furnislieii the modfl for this ennobling 
system. But jilace these anmo iuUividuaU in tlic same 
situations in England, and they would find timt tliey 
could live honestly on their pay. Altbough ihf jienal- 
ties are very severe, this species of dirrhoneBty ia, com- 
|)aratively, but seldom punished. Every individual U 
but a link in the general chain, and when the subordi- 
nate robs in small thinp^s, the superior geuemlly does it 
en fp-m. Tliere is a reciprocity of interest in scn-ening 
each other's pecoadilloes. whiHi protects the little man 
from being informed n;^inst by the great one, and we 
believe the Einjieror would have a difficult task, wcro 
lie to take cognizanco of all the delinquencies even iu 
liigh places. We know there arc bright and lionour' 
able exceptions, but we fear they are the exceptions, 
and not the rule. 

Where a traveller's passport does not show that hi» 
rank is such as to command respect, these post-maaters 
are as inwolent and over-bearing, as they are »ervilo in 
the other case. In general no one below the rank of 
colonel is likely to meet with much courtesy, but many 
ofliceni of B lower rank do take the law into their own 
hands, and threntw and a horfo-whip frecpiently produce 
a miraculous delivery of post-hon.cs. We had never 
recourse to these mean?, however, and wore on the 
whole very fortunate in being very rarely unnecessarily 
delayed. 

About a hundred miles before he reaches the town 
of Orenburg, the traveller becomes awaro of his 
approach to the Steppes. The country is etill cultiva- 
ted, and is in fact one of the most productive jiarts of 
Russia. But the forests have cea«cd, and there l>eing 
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no inclosures of any sort, tlie eye wanders over a 
boundless plain, which, after tbe corn is got in, has 
nothing to mark that it is either cultivated or inha- 
bited. We liave often wondered, as we have done 
too in Sicily, where the tillers of the ground find 
shelter for the night. 

We halted one day short of Orenburg, at the little 
village of Pakrofka, where we found a detaehment of 
artillery, which we saw nianceuvred. They were 
marching from Orenburg into their winter quarters. 
The Russian artiller)' is very good, and particularly the 
horse artillery, though wo rather fancy a visit to Wool- 
\(ich would cure some of our friends of that service of 
a little of their conceit. They themselves consider it 
their best ann, and perhaps the best in the world. An 
old English cavalry officer told the Emperor, in our 
hearing, that, with the exception of the household 
brigade, he thought we had nothing to compare with 
any of his regiments of cavalry, the number of the 
cavalry of the guard aloue being fifty thousand. His 
Majesty was pleased with the observation, which really 
was not meant as a mere compliment, and said they 
certainly had made great improvement in the last fevr 
years. 

The horses of the cavalry of the guard cost in 
reality as much as our own, and horses should be 
cheajier one would imagine in Itussia. We were told 
by perhaps the best authority in Russia, that all the 
cavalry of the army is almost equally well mounted. 
It is a heavy lax upon the oScer who is selected by 
each regiment to purchase these horiscB, and is another 
instance of how little importance is attached to the 
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obligation of an oatb, from the Imbittial system of 
breaking it witb im|iunity. Eacb regiment chooses 
one or two officers every year to purchase troop-horses, 
for the performance of which service they have a year's 
leaTB of absenee, during which they are supposed to bo 
looking out for horses in the interior, at the great fairs 
and breeding establishments. Government allows two 
hundred and fifty roubles [ler hor«o. about twelve 
pounds, teu shillings, ami the officer who has the 
remonle, as well as the colonel of the regiment, takes an 
oath not to spend any money of bis owu. When 
the eomplement is made u[), and they are inspected, 
the officer and colonel again take an oath that they 
have not paid more than the government price, 
whereas it has probably cost each of them ten thousand 
roubles of bis own money. 

Tlie richest officers are generally chosen for this 
duty, who in fact are content to pay five hundred a 
year for leave of alisence, and emjdoy dealers to buy 
the horses. In regiments of the line, where tliere is 
nobody who can atlbrd to pay this sort of tax, an officer 
obtains the remonte for several successive years, and 
then he buys brood niuros, and has a regular stud 
somewhere in the interior, breeds his owu horses, and 
so makes a profitable speculation. We hnve heard of 
officers, who, on the horses being inspected on jmrade, 
when the usual question upon oath is put as to their 
not having paid more tlian the sum allowed by govern- 
ment, have asked leave to decline answering it, but 
such scruples are rare. Now tliis is a case where the 
Emperor or Grand Duke Michoet might and should 
interfere. They are as well aware, as every officer in 
the service, of what is occurring every day, and either 
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by not exactiug a declaration from tlie officers that 
they have paid notliing out of their own pockets, or by 
givJDg the contract to other jiarties, might put a stop 
to so immoi-al a practice. There is oven tlie nominal 
punishment of banishment to Siberia attached to the 
proceeding, which makes the law an absurdity. There 
have been instances of a poor man, who was unpopular 
in his regiment, and whom they wished to get rid of, 
being chosen for the remonte. From inability to pay 
the additional sum required, he cannot accept the 
appointment, and must leave tlie regiment. In the 
cavalry of the guard they generally calculate that the 
officer pays two hundred and fifty roubles more per 
horse out of his own pocket, and perhaps the colonel 
one hundred, so that every troop-horse coats in reality 
six hundred roubles, or thirty pounds, and therefore 
more than the average of our own. 

We usually travelled night and day; Russians 
always do so. Be the accommodations better or worse 
where you may chance to stop, beds are nowhere found, 
80 that in a dortiieuse, or the common kibilka in winter, 
one has a better sleeping-place than on the floor of a 
cottage. Wo carried some tea and sugar, and a small 
stock of provisions from Moscow, but always found 
even in the most unfrequented parts tolerable travellers' 
fare. The somocar* and cream we never failed to findj 



* An urn of tlto antique form having a funnel down the centra 
with A ST'^ting at the bottom, on which n few pieces of charcoal are 
placed, hy means of which the water is made to boil in two or threi3 
minutes, and ia kept boiling for any length of time. The teapot 
may be placed at the top of the fuouel, and the flavour of the herb 
be more completely drawn ont and retaini'd for a much longer timo 
than by onr mado of tca-maliiiig, and there is no delay for want of 
boiling water. 
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white bread we took with us from town to town, and 
black bread was always to be had. Stchee^ as we tliink 
a most excellent soup made of cabbage, with generally 
a good piece of beef in it, is a unirersal dish, and there 
is in general a much greater degree of comfort in the 
peasants' houses than we had expected to find. Abject 
poTertj we nowhere found. We have often seen the 
labourers and our yemstchiks sit down to a copious 
meal of four dishes, which people of a diflferent class in 
other countries would be glad to be able to afford. 

At Zamarra, a town not far from the Volga, on the 
border of the govemment of Orenburg, begins the 
country of the Cossacks. It is singular how immedi- 
diately you recognise the difference in the increasing 
comfort and well-being of the people. Of these there 
are on the whole Siberian frontier (independent of tho 
Cossacks of the Don) thirty-five thousand. They area 
military colony, who have received from government a 
house and a piece of laud, generally as much as they 
can cultivate, for which they are bound to maintain a 
horse, and keep their arms in good condition, and 
always hold a third of their number in readiness for 
service, whenever they are called upon: a certain 
number go every year to Petersburg, to form the em- 
peror's Cossack guard, and, after three years, return 
to their foyers. During this time they receive better 
pay than the rest of the army. 

We got to Orenburg at two o'clock in the morning 
of the Ath of September, and found a very good lodg- 
ing prepared for us at one of the principal merchants' 
houses. Instead of keeping a house exclusively for 
official travellers, the householders in the towns take it 
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by tiima to lodge any officer of the government who 
may happen to be travelling on the Emperor's service. 
It is not a heavy tax, and they generally like to display 
their hospitality, especially to a general, or other person 
in high authority. Russian merchants, be their wealth 
ever so great, and their establishments ever so magnifi- 
cent, rarely inhabit their best apartments: these are 
kept for any f^te or distinguished occasion, and are not 
occupied perhaps one week in the whole year. It 
puts them consequently to little inconvenience taking 
in a traveller, especially as they receive notice before- 
hand of bis intended arrival. We have been some- 
times, in travelling with a governor-general, lodged in 
perfect palaces. At Orenburg we had a very com- 
fortable, clean apartment. 
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Descriptioii of Orenburg. — Iiiliabitants of tho Steppc8.^Kirg1ii8.— 
Tnde with them. — Russian Expedition to Khiva. — General 
Pero&ki. — General Alolostof. — Reciprocal Judgments of Rus- 
sians and En^rlishmen of each other. — Russian Manufacturer. — 
War in the Caucasus. — Society of Orenburg. — Mr. Khanikof. 
— Captain Abbott.— Count Simonich.— Lieutenant Vikovich. 
^Sir R. Shakespear. — Frontier Route. — Russian Fortrc38e9. — 
Ural River. — Escort. — Ural Mountains. — Guberlinski Range. 
— Orska. — Troitska. — Description of the Steppes. ^Canieb.—- 
Siberian Frontier, two himdred versts beyond Troitska. 

Orenburo, as a town, has no particular feature to 
distinguish it. It has a strong wall and gate on the 
European side, by which we entered; but its eastern 
front is weak and unprotected. When in the posses- 
sion of the Tatars, it had a sort of fortification, but not 
against artillery; it consists of not a very high mound, 
which served as a rampart against the sudden entry of 
light horsemen, and remains in pretty much the same 
state now. The streets are regular, and the houses 
well built; the greater part are of wood, but a very 
good substantial palace is building for the governor. 
There are still many remains of the old Tatar habita- 
tions, and a large caravanserai, where these wandering 
traders deposit their goods on their road to and from 
the fair of Nijni. But Orenburg has a very striking 
appearance from its situation on the very edge of the 
desert. 

Here the Steppes commence, which extend south* 
ward and eastward along the Chinese frontier, and to 
Bokhara and Turkistan. It seems to be the spot 
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where civilization ends, and where, instead of having a 
fixed dwelling and settled homo, man begins to be a 
wanderer, without a country, or anything he can call 
his own, but his steed and his flocks, A small river 
runs at its feet, close beyond wliich is a garden belong- 
ing to the governor, and a wood containing some fine 
timber; excepting this, not a vestige of cnltivation is 
to be seen as far as the eye can stretch on the Asiatic 
side. Here wo saw, for the first time, the long lines 
of camels arriving with their burdens from the East, 
and vast cai'avans, composed of sledges di-awn by horses 
and oxen, proceeding towards Europe. But the popu- 
lation of Orenburg is of the most motley and extra- 
ordinary description: its Nomade inhabitants are vastly 
more numerous than the stationary ones, and are 
composed of Tatars, Kirgbis, and Bokharians, who 
Lave very little resemblance to each other in language, 
dress, or features. We use the word Tatars, because 
they are generally so called when the Mongol tribes 
are meant to be designated, but the Russians never so 
call them; they understand by this denominatiou the 
whole great Turkish family, from whom so many of the 
erratic nations derive their origin. 

Anything so savage and inhuman, as the Kirghis 
in their appearance, cannot well be imagined. Tlieir 
ugliness is beyond anything we have seen among Mon- 
gols, Calmucks, Yakuts, or any of the Nomade tribes 
which inhabit the eastern parts of Siberia and the 
Mongolcse deserts. The district over which they 
roam has not inajitly been called " No man's land" in a 
late periodical, although we think the time is not far 
distant when it will be absorbed in the vast dominions 
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of tbeir leviatban ueigLbour. Whether they were one 

conaolidaUxI nation, who Ml beneath the power of 
Gheoghis Khaii, or whether they are the de&i-M of 
various tribes who were expelled hy that coutjueror 
from their "looiinionii, and settled in tlio Steppes they 
now inhabit, which offered uo temptuliou to hia vic- 
torious arms, is difficult to tiecidc. They appear allied 
to the Mongolese at all events, and would rather seem 
to have separated from them at dilferent i)criodi of the 
geucnil migration. 

Tlieir Kliana (for they are composed of many inde- 
pendent tribes, governed by their owu chiefs,) claim a 
descent from the great Ghenghiii himself, but early his* 
lories of this wandering [wople offer few oiid scanty 
details of their origin and lineage. It is certain that 
thuy arc the moat immcrous of all the Nomade nice iu 
this part of Asia; but it is diflicult to aticertain any- 
thing like their exact numbers. They have been 
estimated as high aa two millions and a half, of whom 
a unall proportion own a doubtful allegjauce to thd 
Emperor of Uussia. White their uumber mid want of 
union make them a less formidable enemy to tUia 
power, it also renders them impossible to treat with 
collectively, either as allies or tributaries. Their auls, 
composed of a few kibitkas, which arc removable at 
pleasure in a very short space of time, and their 
numerous herds and flocks, arc all that they can call 
tlieir own. The Khans possess sometimes as many aa 
ten thousand horses, and constantly change their place 
of residence for the sake of tindiug fresh pasturage for 
tlicm. Thoy are almost entirely unaddicted to agri- 
culture, though, through the wide extent which owns 
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tlicir lordship, there ia every variety of climate and 
soil. 

They have much more of the Negro cast of coun- 
tenance than any other of the tribes we saw in tliese 
countries — broad flat noses, very thick lips, and a most 
unmeaning expression. Tlie hideousness of the women 
is revolting; the favourite in a family has generally a 
large ring of gold put through the gristle of the nose, 
which hangs down below the chin; the weight of this 
flattens in the bridge of the nose, and is the finishing 
Stroke to complete the uc plus ultra of ugliness, whicii 
nature had not left much room to increase. We Iiave 
never seen anything so disgusting except in the engrav- 
ings to Arago's Toto- round the World. The common 
Tatar countenance is by no means so bad as we ex- 
pected, and the features of the Bokharians are often 
fine. 

The costume of the Kirghis of rank is picturesque, 
and not unlike i\\efes{a dress of the Roman peasants, 
excepting that the trowsers are long, very large, and 
loose. Over these they wear high leathern boots, 
inlaid with a sort of mosaic work of diftei-ent colours 
and the same material, into which the trowsers are 
stuffed. The jacket and trowsers are made of black 
plusli, often very richly embroidered, and covered with 
buttons of silver and occasionally of gold, fastened by 
a girdle of cut velvet, into whicli their arms are stuck. 
The cap is fantastic, high, and conical. In their 
intestine wars they rarely use fire-arms, and show the 
utmost dread of artillery. 

On market-days especially, Orenburg seema peopled''^ 
witli them ; and towards evening they arc to be seen* 






T&ADE WITH THEM. 37 

in great numberp, supping in the open squares, where 
their trade is carried on. Thej buy mutton at the 
lowest imaginable price, which is fortunate, from the 
stories told of their voracity. But immense as is the 
quantity they are capable of devouring after long 
abstinence, thej are able to go a very long time with- 
out food. When on an expedition, their sole nourish* 
ment consists of the humiss^ a sour composition made 
of mares' milk, which is put into a leathern bag, and 
hung at their saddle-bow. On this they can exist a 
fortnight ; but then, if a sheep falls into their hands, 
little of it is left. They are exceedingly particular, 
those, at least, who have not had much communication 
with the Russians, about eating anything killed by one 
who does not profess their religion ; nor do they allow 
him to cut it up when dead. Mutton is here so little 
valued as an article of food, that a whole sheep may 
be bought for a rouble. There are immense flocks in 
the Steppes, which are kept solely for the tallow and 
wool, which gives a disagreeable flavour to the meat ; 
you never, in fact^ see it at a gentleman's table on that 
account. 

The religion of the Kirghis is vague, and its tenets 
not well defined, though it approaches nearer to Maho- 
inetanism than anything else, and their ignorance, and 
consequently their superstition, excessive. The com- 
merce carried on with the different roaming traders at 
Orenburg is very considerable. As evmytlling tbn^ 
comes from Thibet and Bokhara for the fair of Nijn^ 
passes by this town, whatever is not disposed of there, 
is sold here on the return of the caravans. There is a 
large caravanserai of brick just built for the Bashkircs 
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b, little out of the town, and tlie old one in it ia sur- 
rouiided by shops and large warehouses where the 
merchandise and camels aro housed. The Kirghis 
bring a great quantity of hides to market, and particu- 
larly the skins of foals untimely ripped from their 
mother's womb, which aro highly prized, and make 
excellent pelisses, both as to warmth and appearance. 

Orenburg had an interest for ns, from being the 
point from whence the famous expedition to Khiva in 
183!) set out, and wliere we expected to hear some- 
thing like truth upon the subject. Much has been 
written in French and English periodicals about it, 
and rarely has so much exaggeration and ignorance 
been displayed in treating any matter of so little real 
importance. The AUgemeine Zeitung was the only 
publication in Europe that gave the facts and true 
details of the whole affair ; and we, at least, have 
confidence in the impartiality of the statements of its 
correspondent, with whom we happen to be acquainted. 
French newspapers have been quoted by English 
reviewers, as trustworthy sources of information, and 
articles full of elaborate details from their reporters, 
(who, of course, were in General Porofski's tent) but 
which savour more of having been put together in the 
editor's cabinet, appeared one after another to frighten 
Europe to arms. Khiva was repeatedly stated to bo 
in possession of the Russians, who had not even 
deigned to linger there, but were in full march to 
beard ns at Herat. Nothing less than the fate of - 
British India depended on the success of this feat of I 
arms, and now the road to Calcutta was to lie through' J 
Khiva, instead of Constantinople. 




BoWlr 09 tliese assertions Iiad been made, and 
eignally as tliey had been disproved, Russian ambition 
WM still tlio bugbear of party writers, none of wliom 
bad the honesty to confess that for onee they had licen 
mis-informed. When the position was no longer 
tenable, the discovery at last was made that the exjtc- 
dition had failed. Its very failure, however, instead of 
disarming editorial abuse, only Bdde<l to its malignity. 
They might surely have spared a fallen foe ; but it was 
necessary to insult her fall by exaggerating her losses, 
and attributing them to want of skill in the general 
who conducted the expedition. lie was, forsooth, a 
young man of no merit, who owed his apjiointment to 
this arduous service, to hie being a favourite of the 
Emperor's; as if, when India was on the hazard of the 
die, a man of talent and experience would not have 
been selected to play for it. As we shall state here- 
after our authority for the account wc are going to give 
of this wonderful attiiir, we have the more confidence 
that it will receive the credit we ourselves attach 
to it. 

Khiva is distant about six hundred English miles 
from Orenburg, the road lying through a Steppes inha- 
bited by tribes of Turcomans hostile to Russia. The 
difficulty of obtaining a supply of water was so greats 
that the winter was selected as the least unfavoumblo 
scas<m for making the expedition. No arrangement 
■which foresight could suggest, or money could com- 
plete, had been omitted, and though the distance is so 
trifling, so convinced was the Emperor of the difficul- 
ties they had to encounter, that he applied to the 
Duke of Wellington for hia opinion as to how the enter- 
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prise had been conducted. Although the Duke had 
certainly never been in any country exactly of tiiis 
description, his Indiau experience had taught him to 
form so accurate a judgment of what the principal im- 
pediments, MJiich were not easy to be suiinounted, 
would be, that in his reply to the Emperor, he gave, 
as his opinion, that the expedition had failed, solely 
from causes which M'ere beyond itis control. 

The numbers of the troops engaged in this under- 
taking were very much over-stated in the Commeixe, 
and other French accounts; but it was certainly more 
than ample for the resistance they met with. Twelve 
thousand camels were employed to carry the baggage 
and malh-id, and when the snow became very deep, 
these unfortunate aud mucli-onduring beasts perished 
miserably from being unable to scrape with their feet 
down to the grass, without which food they cannot live. 
The convoy set out by seven o'clock every moniing, 
and the days being very short, generally halted by two, 
at which time they often had not advanced above two 
versts. The time lest in clearing away the snow, and 
pitching the tents, was so great, that the general, who 
never dined till he saw everything in order, frequently 
did not retire till midnight. The cold, in the mean- 
time, was excessive ; so much so, that a flask of Irish 
whiskey, which hung by the general's bedside, often 
froze. The first time that this occurred, be accused 
his servant of allowing some one to steal it, thinking 
the flask was empty. The moaning of the camels was 
described to us as pitiable; they perished one after 
another, till, we believe, not a haudre<l, if any, ever 
returned to (ivuburg. 
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The expedition was absent five or six montliB, and 
did not get much beyond the Emba. a river which 
forms the nominal Russian frontier, and not much 
above one-tliird of the distance they had to [wrforra. 
During all this time they had but one skirmish with 
an enemy, who was Boon satisfied with a few rounds of 
grape-shot, which, however, only killed two persons. 
The Russians, though they lost all their camels, did 
not lose half a dozen men or horses ; and we have 
heard a General of Cossacks give it as his opinion, that 
if only Cossack horses had been usetl, instead of 
camels, they might have succeeded in reaching Khiva. 

The commander of the expedition was General 
Perofski, tlie governor of Orenburg, a province larger 
than France, and one requiring the most active and 
able head to manage it successfully. Wc made his 
acquaintance in the summer of 184U at the reviews at 
Krasno Selo, and should imagine him tn be a man of 
five-and-forty; one who has seen a great deal of ser- 
vice, and whom we heard invariably highly spoken of. 
When the failure of the expedition was known at 
Petersburg, and the general was summoned to give his 
account of it, it was commonly supposed he would 
fall into disgrace. It was, however, so far from being 
the case, that Genera! Roccasofski, who was governor 
of Orenburg in his absence, told us that ho hod seen 
the Duke of AVelJingtnu's letter to the Emperor, 
which he forwarded to General I'erofski on his return, 
and on which he had written tliat it was the greatest 
eulogium that could he passed on him, inasmucli as he 
had only failed from impediments, which the Duke 
bad given his opinion were insurmountable. He added. 
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moreover, that the general had done all that a good 
man and able commander could liave effected under 
the circumstances — he had saved his army ; and we 
know that such an opinion, coming from such a 
quarter, had the greatest weight in St. Petersburg, 
and was received with the greatest gratitude by 
the person most interested in it. General Molostof, 
an officer who had spent the greater part of his 
life out of Russia as aide-de-camp to the Prince of 
"Wlirtemburg, who returned about this time from 
Germany, asked the Emperor's leave to accomi)any 
the expedition as a volunteer. We dined t^te-a-UHe, 
and went out shooting several times with him during 
our stay at Orenburg, and from him we heard the 
details as above stated. 

It may well be supposed that neither the Emperor 
nor the General Perofski could be otlierwise than dis- 
appointed by the failure of the flcheme. It had cost a 
large sum of money, and the amottr propre is naturally 
wounded by want of success. General Perofski is a 
natural son of the late Prince Razumofski, and is said 
to be ambitious of being created a Count; it is even 
reported that ho received a sealed packet from the 
Emperor, which lie was to ojien in the town of Khiva, 
and which contained the patent of Count and the order 
of St. George. But in cases of this kind all sorts of 
rumours will naturally be in circulation. We are 
simple enough to believe that the real object of the 
expedition was the nominal one. that of getting back 
I their prisoners, and putting a stop to the bfttjaiidage 
frhicli the Khan of Khiva had long connived at, if no6 • 
encouraged. Nor do wo tliink the occupation of Khiva .^ 
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Ihe key to British India on one hand, or that tho want 
of BuccesB of tliis campaijTn has weakened tho prexHtfe 
of Russia in Central Asia. TIio Emperor mi^ht very 
naturally prefer to galu his purpome by his own means, 
without the a-ssistancc of our friend Cnptaiii Ablwtt, or 
Sir R. Shakespear. Htill we do not see any great cause 
of quarrel a^inst him, that in stating in tlie Gazette 
of Petersburg the re-establishment of pacific relations 
with the Khan he has not proclaimed Oenenil 
Perofski's iil success, and his thanks for British inter- 
TCTition. We can believe it possible, oreii, titat be was 
not particularly grateful for it. In our intercourso 
with Russians we Iiavc been struck with two points of 
similarity between the general impressions in Kngland 
and Russia, about each other. We attribute to them 
smbitious ]>rojects and plans of aggrandiitcment, in 
support of which idea wo appeal to history — the 
Russians use precisely the same language with regard 
to ns, and appeal to the history of India. We give 
their agents and diplomatists credit for superior talent 
nod skill in manoeuvering ; they think that wc succeed 
much better than themselves in gaining our points. 

Mulnlo niiniiiip, Jc fc 
Fabnia nnrrntiu'. 

On the whole we think they are not so wrong, for 
^e believe our objects are pretty much the same, viz., 
the extension of our commerce, tliough there is "ample 
space and verge enough" for us both, without encroach- 
iagoneach other's field of action. Altlioiigh, from the 
account a late writer on Itussia has given of General 
Raiefski's Indian views, it would seem that there are 
exceptions to the rule, wo have invariably heard con- 
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centration preferred to extension. We are half in- 
clined to think that the general was amusing himself 
at Captain Jesse's expense after all, for the language 
held to us has always been that of deprecating tho 
folly of attempting to increase, geographically, an 
empire already too vast and disjointed, still less of 
attempting anything so Quixotic as the conquest of 
India. 

The rivalry of Russia is more formidable in a com- 
mercial than a territorial point of view, but our security 
now is, and will continue to be so for a good many 
years to come, that we can undersell her, and with 
articles of a superior quality. Believing then, as wo 
do, that she will neither attempt to wrest India from 
us by arms or artifices, so neither can wo be brought 
to entertain any serious alarm about her ruining our 
commerce in the East. We will go even farther — wo 
think her attempt to rival our manufactures impolitic. 
Russia, from the low scale of her population, has no 
hands to fake away from agriculture, and would gain 
infinitely more by improving the cultivation of those 
lands now under tillage, and introducing the plough 
into the millionu of acres now lying waste, and per- 
fectly capable of repaying the labours of the husband- 
man, than by increasing her manufactories, as she has 
done for the last ten years. We do not mean to 
underrate the progress they have made, for it is very 
great, but we doubt the advantage to be derived from 
it. There is but one class in Russia itself, and that 
not a very numerous one, whose ideas are sufficiently 
luxurious, and means ample enough to purchase manu- 
factured articles of a very superior quality. There ia 
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no middle class. High as is the daty, and it has been 
considerably raised again lately, on English manufac- 
tured goods, this one class, in spite of the high price, 
use nothing else* And if these were positively prohi- 
bited altogether, they would still be smuggled in, and 
used as much as now. But the Russian manufactured 
article, though not so good as ours, costs very nearly as 
much ; they, therefore, can never compete with us in 
the foreign market. It may be a question with a 
British statesman whether it is not for the benefit of 
the revenue to lower our scale of duties, but it never 
can be so to the Emperor of Russia, because the same 
amount of British goods will be imported, be the duty 
high or low ; so that any lowering of the tariff would 
produce a corresponding loss to his exchequer. We 
know that amount has diminished, because they manu- 
facture for themselves more than they did ten years 
ago, and because Russian-made articles are now sold in 
Petersburg, as English ones ; but for the reasons we 
have assigned, we do not think it will fall off any 
further. 

The reduction of the com duties may be desirable 
for many other reasons, or may not, we will not enter 
into that question, but we will defy any Ambassador at 
the Court of Russia, or Minister for Foreign Affairs at 
home, be he ever so great a repealer, to say, that, though 
the Russians may be glad enough to use the high 
duties on com as an argument for not lowering their 
tariff, they have ever promised to reduce the one, when 
we reduce the other. But the principle which Russia 
is following up of making herself independent of 
English manufactures, is widely different from ours, of 
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making oureeWes independent of her, for a supply of 
corn. She can have no fear, even in the event of war, 
of our failing to supply lier, and her wealthy nobles 
have a strange prejudice in favour of everything 
English, vrhereas, it is an incontestible fact, that in 
time of peace she can only afford us a very limited 
proportion of the corn we require, and if We had it of 
our own, no one would have any desire of seeking it 
elsewhere. We would suggest to those whose constant 
theme is Russian aggrandizement, just to consider 
whether on reviewing our transactions in India, for the 
last seventy years, there may not be some ground for 
their retorting on us; and we ajc convinced that the 
word "Algeria" might furnish the same hint to our 
noighbours on the other side the British channel. 
The term " unavoidable expansion" has been applied to 
our Indian Empire, and we admit its aptitude in the 
fullest extent. The Russians can use it with equal 
justice as regards the Caucasus and Georgia — the 
difference is, as we said before, that we succeed better 
than they do, in spite even of reverses in AfTghanlstan, 
caused by the imbecility of the projectors and execu- 
toi-a of the insane project of crossing the Indua, to 
counteract Russian intrigues. 

It is no part of our purpose to go into a lengthened 
argument as to the probability of Russia attacking ug 
on our Indian frontier, or of her seizing Khiva for that 
purpose, did she meditate it. We would only say, 
tliat, though Russian newspapers do not discuss these 
points as English ones do, people do occasiouatlj 
express an opinion on the subject, and that the viewa 
of otliers about ourselves are not always so favourable 
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to us M our own. We hope we slmH not create any 
alarm by stating, that, a few days before we reached 
Orenburg, another small detachment, composed of two 
hundred and iifty men, and a couple of jiieces of artil- 
lery, actually set out in the same direction as tlie ouq 
the year preceding. It was probably to reconnoitre, 
and perhaps ascertain, the i)racticability of marching 
through the Steppes in summer. We have never yet 
seen this stated in any periodical; and It in even, i>cr- 
haps, not known yet in Europe, and no new theo- 
ries have yet been built upon it. At all events, the 
force is not sufficiently imposing to allow of the sn|>- 
position, that it is destined for dethroning the Khan 
of Khiva, or even the invasion of British India*. 

Orenburg is said to be a very gay place in winter, 
and possess an agreeable society. We had not much 
opportunity of judging, aa the greater part of its inha- 
bitants had not yet come back from their summer 
quarters. We regretted the absence of General 
Perofski, who was still at Petersburg, but were most 
hospitably received by General Koccasofski, the go* 
vernor ad inttrim. Cieneral Molostof, whom we have 
before mentioned, was very kind to us: he and a Mr. 
Khanikof, a young man belonging to the bureau of 

• Since the above was written, Sir Eiclimond Stiiikusiicar lias 
publislicd his jourual of tliu Khivaa affnir iu Bhidcwoi*r» Mag<uut», 
Anil ho thcio confinna our own opinion as to tlic number of tho 
troujis sent by the Einpcror, under Oi-ucral Pornfeki, tu acci)ni[ilish 
Tfliat Britiah intervention was doBtined to do for thorn. Mo state* 
positively that tho expedition did nut consist of raoro than ten 
thousand fighting men, instead of tho ininicnso force which most of 
tho poriodicab have fixed, according aa the fancicn uf the writers 
inclined them to view the niattci thougli • Miiallac oi hugur inaguify- 
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foreign affairs, who was also a volunteer in the Khiva 
expedition, were the only other acquaintances we 
made there. The latter was an amusing specimen of 
rising Russian diplomacy, unfettered by the conve- 
nances of European etiquette. He proved to us, 
moreover — what we were, indeed, previously well 
aware of — that the education and acquirements of 
persons of this class in Russia are of a very superior 
order to those of our own attaches and foreign-office 
clerks. An extensive knowledge of languages and 
geography, considerable skill as a draughtsman and 
mappist, added to an intimate acquaintance witli the 
■whole diplomatic history and relations of the East, 
render a young man like this much more than a 
match for any agents we may have in those parts. 
And this is one of the great reasons why we hear so 
much of what are called Russian intrigues. What- 
ever negotiations they may happen to be carrying .on, 
are conducted by persons educated for the purpose, 
and thoroughly au fait of the matter; we need not, 
therefore, wonder that they sometimes over-reach us. 
That tlicy may be, also, more unscrupulous in the 
means they use to accomplish their purpose, we do 
not mean to deny; but the skill and information of 
their agents is also greater than tiiat of ours. The 
notions of this young man with regard to Captain 
Abbott were very amusing, and gave us some insight 
into what Russian agents of that sort are, and how 
they are sometimes treated by their own government. 
Captain Abbott, after his disasters in returning 
from Khiva, had been detained a couple of months at 
the Russian fort of Nov-Alexandrofski, in the neigh- 
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Iwiirhood of tlie Cnspiaii Sea, by the coiiiinanc!(int, in 
coiigoqueiice of his having uo passport. He tlareil not 
kt liim proceed without communicating with Peters- 
burg, and ascertaining whetlier ho was the person he 
represented himself to be. When a satisfactory 
answer arrived, (during which delay his wounds had 
liad time to heal.) he proceeiled to Orenburg, where 
he staid some little time, and, as he himself told us, 
was treated by General Porofski like a son. As he 
did not intend coming to EurojK! when he left Khi^-a, 
and would probably not havu dono so but for hit 
encounter with the brigands in the Turcoman Steppoa, 
he was unprovided with a pasajTOrt, which, under the 
circumstajiees, he would have lost at all events. This, 
however, was not a suHicient answer for our diplo- 
matic friend, whom it wus even difficult to convince 
that he was not a spy, and that our eml>assy nt Peters- 
burg had not disowned him. He was a little stag- 
gered in his j>ersuasioa when we assured him that we 
had been presented together to the Emperor, and that 
his Imperial Majesty was very gracious iu inquiring 
about the misadventures he had met with. It seemed 
very improbable to hira, nevertheless, that he could be 
anything hut a spy, and that he should be recognised 
by the Hritish minister as a British officer charged by 
the Govenior-general of British India with the execu- 
CQtion of a difticult and dangerous mission. Captain 
Abbott is a very distinguished officer of artillery, in 
the service of the East India Comjiany; and to his 
skill we are indebted in a great degree for our suc- 
cess at Ghuzni. W'fi hope ho has been adequately 
remunerated, if that is possible, for tlio wounds he 
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received in returning from tins mission to tlic Klinn of 
Khiva. 

Tliia ]iut9 ua in mind of the afiiiir of Count 
Simonich at Herat, nnd the sudden find mysterious 
death of Lieutenant Vikovich at Petersburg;. Here 
were two fertile themes for the Frencli and English 
press to make a handle of for ahuse of Russia. Un- 
willing ever to give her credit for sincerity in anytliing, 
they over and over again asserted that the Russian 
government disowned the conduct of Count Simonich 
at Herat, and dismissed him from his post, the better 
to cloak their nefarious plans, and only to reward him 
by a better appointment at a convenient season. The 
mysterious death of the other officer, who had been 
also employed at Herat, was imputed to another dia- 
bolical act of vengeance, because he had not succeeded 
in his manoeuvres. We happen to know, that Count 
Simonich is in disgrace to this day, and that ho will 
probably remain so to the hour of his dcatli. He lias 
been appointed to the command of a small fortress, 
not yet built, in some unimportant place, which is 
tantamount to banishment. If half tliat is said of the 
fortune he lias amassed be true, we wonder he does 
not endeavour to leave Russia for ever. He was in 
his youth a French prisoner, and taught that language 
at Caaan; but, being a man of real talent, made him- 
self known, and entered the Russian service. He had 
had a brilliant career, but his avarice and extortion 
were so great, and his conduct at Herat so much disa]i- 
proved — the circumstances connected with which 
only became known to the Enijieror when the Uriti^fh 
government complained of^him — that he was imme- 
diately rccalkd. 
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We do nni (iniil^t tlint the Uiiaskn Oovemnipnt 
wisliei! Weil to Dnst MiiliommeJ, and Wtter would ft 
have been for us if we had oiilertainet! similar views( 
and we know that this rcry Liputcnant Vikovich WM 
Milt with ten tliouMind ducats to liJm an n Bul«idy, but 
they never BUthorizeil their ambaseador to cnniniftQd 
liis troops a5:aiiist a Britisli amiy. And this is still 
even not penerally belieitxl in UiiMia; for thouph a 
Russian general once talked to us of tlie afTair of Herat 
Mng one of tho most brilliant fents of anns Great 
Britain ever performed, he in Bonic degree attributed 
it to the want of an oHiccr of any talent on the otheif 
side, and would not be brought to believe that a man 
of Simnnich's abilities would have allowed them to bo 
00 sliamofwlly beaten. 

An intimate friend of Vikovich's, who saw him the 
day Ijefore ho committed suicide, tohl us that it will 
always remain a mystery why he destntyed himself. 
His history was a eingular one. lie was by birth a 
Pole, and was banished to Orenburg as a ]>rivato 
soldier. "When Barou Humboldt was travelling in 
those parts, ho happened to stop at the cottage he 
inhabited, and was surprised to find Ills own works in 
French lying upon the table. He had some conversa- 
tion with the young man, and promised to speak to the 
Emperor in his favour on his petnrii to Petorsburg. 
Ho did ao, and Vikovich was soon after made an officer, 
and being very active and clever, he was constantly 
employed by (Jcnoral Perofski to command recon- 
noitering parties in tho Steppes of the Kjrghis. Ho 
was snbsecinently sent on the mission to Herat, and is 
supposed to have been acquainted with some of Simo- 
K 2 
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nich's secrets. He was, however, so far from sharing 
his disgrace, that our iuforinaiit told us he had had a 
new uniform made, and was to have been presented to 
the Emperor for promotion the very day on which he 
committed suicide. The idea was that he had had an 
altercation with Simonich the day before his death, and 
that in a fit of pique he terminated his existence. 

Mr. Shakespear was expected at Orenburg two or 
three days after we left it. The governor received a 
letter from him while we were there, to announce hia 
arrival at Nov-Alexandrofski with tlie Russian pri- 
soners from Khiva, whom he had promised to escort 
back to their own country. His letter was written in 
English, and was almost wholly unintelligible to the 
learned of Orenburg. As an English traveller is not 
likely to be on the spot to interpret again perliaps in 
this century, it would be as well for an agent of that 
sort to be able to write French. We perceive he has 
since been knighted, but hope that Captain Abbott has 
received some more solid reward for his services. We 
were sorry not to be able to wait for his arrival, as lie 
would doubtless have had something interesting to 
relate about Khiva and the Steppes journey. But we 
had a long Steppes journey to make ourselves, and were 
anxious to get as far as possible before winter set in. 

We left Orenburg with the intention of following 
the line of small towns, or rather villages dignified with 
the name of fortresses, because they contain a small 
detachment of artillery, which form the boundary of 
the Russian territory ou the Steppes of the Kirghis. 
Sometimes in a small village, only five men are sta- 
tioned with a single gun, in others considembly more. 
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In every case the utmost regi'larity is maintained, the 
<Ic|>6t of arms in most excellent onlcr, and everything 
in conformity with the Russian discipline, which is the 
strictest in Europe. It is not easy to say what number 
of guns there are on the whole frontier lino up to 
Nertchynsk, hut we have no doubt that three hundred 
pieces of artillerj' might, on the shortest notice, be 
brought to any given point. The roads are good, and 
horses in abundance, so that the transport wouUI be 
easy. Many of the guns are very o!d, and were sent 
hero in the time of Peter the Great. This eccentric 
monarch, who sometimes wTOaked his vengeance on 
things inanimate as well as animate, is said to have 
banished some of tlie ginis to Siberia as a punishment 
for having failed on some occasion in executing his 
commands. It is certain, that after his famous escape 
from shipttTcck on the Ladoga Lake, when he took the 
helm himself, and asked the frightened sailors if they 
ever hoard of a Czar being drowned, he liad the waters 
knouted, and that to this day, in a particular spot and 
at stated times, the peasants imagine they see them 
tinged with red from the effects of the knout above & 
century ago. After this, it is quite credible that ho 
ehould have exiled tlie cannon, and [Mrhaps h.id good 
reasons for so doing, which he concealed under pretence 
of pnnibhing them. That these stories should be 
recorded of Peter the Great, is at least not more extra- 
ordinary tlitin that Wnllenstcin, who did not commit 
any of the extravagances peculiar to that monarcli, 
should be said to have fired red-hot shot into the Belt, 
in exasperation that it i)rcvcnted him from pursuing 
the Danes any further. 
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From Oreuburg, for several IiuiidreJ verBts, there is 
no fBaturc in tlio country >yoii1ij' of remark. Our roaU 
lay close to this small river Ural, which separated us 
from the Kii-ghia Steppes, aud the general aspect of the 
plains on the two sides of it was pretty much the 
^ame. On our side occasional cuUivation aud large 
flocks of sheep aud goats gave signs of there being fixed 
tiabitatious of men, but liouses arc very rare. 

The Ural, though here a small and narrow river, 
TunB a distance of two thousand vcrsts, and falls into 
the Caspian Sea at Guiief. Its name signifies in Tatar 
A belt ; it was anciently called Rhymnus, and then by 
the Russians Yaik. It was changed to Ural by an 
vkase of the Kmpress Catherine, after the revolt of 
PugachiJf, which originated iu this neighbourhood, 
iu hopes thereby to wipe out the recollection of that 
event. Here and there, near the water-side, we saw the 
kibitkas, or huts of the Kirghis, who arc on terms of 
friendship with the Russians, and are therefore desigT 
nated miriioi, or peaceable. Of these, uidecd, many 
liave taken the oath of allegiance to the White Khan, 
OiS the Emperor is called, and pay a small tribute in the 
shajMi of a poll-tax, while others who carry on a con- 
siderable trade with Russia, pay a trifling duty on the 
goods they come to exchange. 

Till lately, these lawless marauders were a source 
of constant annoyance to the Cossacks who live along 
the frontier. The river is not broad, and in many places 
easily fordable on lioi-seback, so that these agile light 
. lioreemen were continually committing depredations, 
I frosaing the river in bodies of fifty together, and carrying 
off the sheep and cattle. Since General Perofski has 
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bail thegovcrnnient of the province, hollas taken nctivo 
measures for putting a stop to theso iiroccedings. ami has 
complotwly sucfeoded in teachiug tho Noniado robbers 
the Uiftei'onco between meuin and tuum. Tbis was tho 
more easy, as strange to say they do not possess countgc, 
the virtue common to most barbarous and semi-barbarous 
tribes. The Cossacks have au unbounded contempt for 
them, and aasured us that half a dozen of themseWes 
are more tlian a match for fifty Kirghis. Tboy ara 
doubtless much better amietl, which makes a vast 
lUffercnco. In their own intestine wars and quarreli, 
wticn they fight on equal terms as to weapous, tbo 
Kirghis are said not to Iw such polirons. Intimidation 
had certainly a great share in calming their ardour for 
appropriation, but the Russian jrovenimcut has also 
held out to them tho more solid advantages to bo 
gained by peaceful trading, aud we doubt not that in a 
few years the whole of the tribes inhabiting the Russian 
vicinity will be in effect Russian subjects. 

Altliough wo were told that for a year past tho 
road had been perfectly safe, wo touk an escort during 
two or three huudrcd vcrsts. It being furnished at 
tho post gratuitously, wc did not, of course, decline it; 
but if there had K'en any real danger, nothing could 
bo so alisunl as tlie idea of its being the sUghtest a» 
to U8. The escort was comjiosed of generally two, 
sometimes three horsemen, as grotesque, and almost as 
savage-looking as those froru wliom they were intended 
to protect us. They were certainly armed up to tha 
teeth; for they carried a carbine, brace of pistols, a 
cutlass, a bow and arrows, and a knee ; but whether 
the arms were in au cflicient state if re»iuired to bo 
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used, we very much doubt. Tbat such a display of 
offensive weapons, of which tlie Kirghia had learned 
the force on other occasions, would liave been sufficient 
to alarm them, and have the eftcct of keeping them on 
their own eide the river, is very probable, but we 
confess we thinli we should have run a good chance of 
being carried prisoners to Khiva, or the Khan of some 
other equally barbarous tribe, if a tolerably numerous 
party had attacked us. 

The Cossacks told us a stoiy of an affair with the 
Khirgbis a year or two before, in which one of them 
had taken part. A detachment of these marauders 
had as usual forded the river in search of booty, but 
were surprised by one of the watchmen flagrante 
delicto. Being a numerous band, some time was lost 
in collecting a party to pursno them, for on being 
detected tliey retreated in all haste. A much inferior 
number of Cossacks gave them chase two days and 
nights into the Steppes; at the end of which time 
they came up with them, and found them drying their 
clothes, which had been thoroughly drenched in fording 
the river. The poor wretches, thus taken by surprise, 
were all massacred. We have heard many Miinchansen 
stories of the prowess of the Cossacks against these 
children of the desert. Without taking them quite 
au pied de la leitre, there is little doubt tliat their 
physical means of defence and personal courage are 
far inferior to those of the Cossacks, "We frequently 
saw the gazebos from which the Russians keep a look 
out for tiiese unwelcome visitors, and as the country is 
as flat as possible, in clear weather they can see a great 
distance. Although wc were invariably told at t!ie 
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post-house that there was no longer any danger to be 
apprehended, at the very station after >re dismissed 
our escort, we heard that only the day before there 
had been a party of marauders in the neighbourhood, 
but the fiEU^t was not substantiated. 

About a hundred versts before reaching Orska, 
one of the largest fortresses on this frontier, the 
monotony of the Steppes travelling was broken by a 
ridge of mountains of most singular form. They are 
called the Guberlinski range, and are a part of the 
great chain of the Ural mountains, which extend a 
vast distance north and south. Tliis long range of 
mountains runs from Ust-Urt, in the isthmus of the 
Turcomans, between the Caspian Sea and the Lake of 
Aral, to beyond the polar circle, a distance of more 
than two thousand versts. They may be divided into 
the North, Middle, and South Ural ; from them spring 
the Ural', Kam', and Petschora rivers. Tliey may be 
said to divide Europe from Asia, though what the 
Russians call the frontier is now a little to the east of 
them. The northern part is the coldest district of 
Europe, and is now almost entirely a desert. Miiller 
is of opinion that it was the country of the Huns and 
Hungarians. Through the middle division, Lehrberg 
thinks, went what was anciently known by the name of 
the ** Eiseme Pforte,'* through which the Novogo- 
rodians, then a powerful people, invaded the territory 
of the Ugrians, at that time thickly populated. 
Karamsin says even, that they formed a part of North 
Siberia; and that a portion of Asiatic Russia was 
tributary to the Novogorodians in the middle ages. 
The southern parts were once highly cultivated, and 
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inhabited by a people whoso principal occupation waa 
ftgriciUture ; and to tho extreme south, between them 
and the Euxine, the Nomades of Asia directed their 
steps to flud an outlet to go to conquei- Europe. 

There are in Asia four great chains of mountains, 
■which run from east to west, and appear to be of a 
different formation and origin to those which run 
north and south. The Ural, Baron Humboldt consi- 
ders, from its geological appearance, to bo a more 
modern creation than the Himalaya. In tho former, 
bones of the rliinoceros, and many other animals, are 
found near the surface, mixed with mineral productions, 
gold, and precious stones, Tho strata are granite, 
slate, and chalk, with vast quantities of copper and 
gold iu the neighbourhood of Ekaterinburg, in rich 
veins interspersed through them. Iron ore and load- 
stone are also found here in great abundance, with 
agates, cornelian, amethysts, topazes, jasper, chalcedony, 
and marble of different kinds. Formerly a yellow 
alabaster, of «hich we procured a good specimen, is 
said to have been common here, but to he no longer 
found. The Ural was known to the ancieuts under 
the name of " Moutes Ilyperborei," or Ri[)h8ci. Their 
elevation differs considerably, but is nowhere great in 
proportion to their length. Kast of the Oh' tliey are 
four thousand feot above the level of the sea, and iu 
some parts upwards of six thousand ; while in the 
vicinity of Ekaterinburg tho height is very inconsi- 
derable, not exceeding that of the towns of Geneva 
or Ratisbon. They have a variety of different names in 
different parts; far north, in the 50'' of latitude, they take 
the name of Werchoturisb, from Wtrchoturo, a peak 
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at tlio bottom of which tho river Tura has its source, 
wheri^ is a great depot of iron, atitl other articles of 
Siberiau oomoierce. Its miucral treasures give em- 
ploymeut to vast niiiubers of workmeu, aud are a 
source of great profit to the Crowii, as well as many 
private iuUlvtduals. 

The elevation of the Guberlinski range, where we 
crossed it, is very trifling, only five hundred feet aliovo 
the level of the Cuspiaii, though from the flatness of 
all the surro\utdiug country, it appearsj tu be consider- 
able. The breadth of the chain is much greater at 
this part, than is usual iu mountainii of the same 
elevation ; and it remains pretty much the same for a 
considerable distauoe, without any material dilVereuco 
in tho altitude. Here it is a flat table-laud, without 
peaks or variety of hill and valley, and has a singular 
appearance, which we have never observed iu any other 
mountains. It gives one the idea of what the sea 
would he, if petritied instantaneously, when in a state 
of slight agitation. The undulations are regular and 
uniform, and the strata in vertical layers, without 
herbage or sign of vegetation. Salt lakes aio frequent 
all al<mg its neighbourhood from the river Tobole to 
Saratof and Orenburg, and wc saw o great number of 
beds of natural salt, which have been, perhaps, depo- 
uted there by tho passage of the sea at some unknown 
period. 

The whole of Siberia olTera many indications of the 
continent having onco been covered with water, and 
these formations may have taken place when tho 
Arctic Ocean retreated within its present limits. It 
U a fact already established, that a dillerent distrihu- 
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tion of land and water is the most powerful agent in 
producing a change of climate in the same place under 
different circumstances; and if, on the retreating of 
the sea, a considerable elevation of the lowlands took 
place, this would also be another strong reason for 
supposing that the temperature of this part of Siberia, 
and indeed of the whole of it, was formerly much 
higher than it now is. Much of the difficulty in 
accounting for the deposits of bones of animals, only 
known to have habitually frequented countries of a 
high, or at least moderate temperature, being found 
here, is thus got oyer. 

We were thirty-one hours in going from Orenburg 
to Orska, a distance of less than four hundred vorets, 
which is not very expeditious travelling, but the 
stages were occasionally lery long, and the horses 
found a great difference between dragging a light 
telega, or a Moscow travelling carriage. Tliis little 
town is, like most of the others on the frontier, com- 
posed of one long straight street. All the houses are 
of wood ; there are, as usual in Russia, several churches, 
a large market-place, and a small barrack for artillery. 
We slejit here in very clean and comfortable quarters; 
in cold countries of this sort, we infinitely prefer 
wooden houses, there is no comparison how much 
warmer they are than houses built of brick. The 
walls are often two and three feet thick, composed of 
two large iir trees placed dos a dos, without being 
sawed square into boards. The interstices are very 
closely filled up with moss and tow, and they are so 
hermetically sealed as it were, that not a particle of 
the external air can penetrate thcni. Double dooi-s 
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and windows, and stoves of which the fires are hardly 
e%'er suifered to go out night or day for months 
together, render these extrenitdy comfortable habi- 
tations. 

The following day we proceeded towards Troitska, 
the next place on our road dignified by the name of a 
fortress, but in reality a large village where the mili- 
tary are stationed. Our rate of travelling was again 
not very rapid, the distance, about six hundred versta, 
occupied us fifty-five hours". Tlie greater part of this 
journey lay through a more desert country ttian any 
we had yet passed. The want of cultivation, however, 
does not proceed from the soil being of such a nature, 
as not to make it worth while to till it, but from the 
want of population, and a raarket for the surplus pro- 
duction. Should this part of Itussia become tbickly 
populated, perhaps, after a lapse of centuries, the whole 
of these Stc|)pos may be inclosed, and will doubtless 
supply the necessities of the inhabitants, however mul- 
tiplied: — they are even now productive without the 
assistance of raan. A great quantity of long grass 
grows over the whole surface, which is cut in the 
summer, and made up into large cocks, and left on the 
si>ot for the support of the cattle and sheep in tli8 

• The old rmwl was conttulcrably longer, being miicli morti 
circnitoiis and inland ae it were. The one wo followed, though 
lesa interesting, has the advantage of makiog a great saving of time. 
It is called the line of the CoBsacka, and is one of the encroach menta 
that the Ruuiana have mode from time to time on the territory of 
the Kirghig, and between Otska and Troitska ther have now made 
this tract, so filched from their neighbours, a part of tlicii own 
dominions. By these apparently unimportant ndvanecs southward, 
ihej gradually establish thcmsolvca oeorcr to the frontier of Khiva 
ud Thibet. 



deep enflws of winter. These little ricks serve also as 
places of sliolter for tlie sheep, who thus find wamith 
and nourishment at the same time. 

It may well seem to the reader that thc«e vast 
open plains, the monotony of which is hartlly ever 
relieved by a stunted shrub, or terapest-striclccn trunk 
barely rising above their level surface, must jireeent a 
most dreary and melancholy appeamnce to the tra- 
veller. But there is a eoniething in the very idea of 
their vastness, which gives them a character of snbli- 
luity. The horizon in every direction is the same 
Steppes, they seem interminable as space, and could 
the eye scan as far, it would find little or no variety 
from the foot of the Caucasus, to the frontier of 
China. They are the personification of solitude on the 
largest scale, and convey some fiiint idea, in the long 
hours of darkness, of what Chaos was. Ever and anon, 
it is true, a long line of stately camels appears in the 
distance, and with the large flocks of uncouth, mis- 
shapen sheep, troops of half-wild horses, and numerous 
henls of cattle, recall one to the agreeable sensation, 
that we are not the only living creatures in this vast 
wilderness. These rows of camels might here almost 
be called picturesciue. 

The camel has an air of majesty in his gait, and 
his manner of carrying his head and neck impress one 
with an Idea that he must be a proud animal. Ho is 
truly an useful and much-enduring one, and, ill as he 
18 often treated, but rarely shows n disposition to 
exert against the tyrant man the powers which nature 
has furnished him with. It is well fur us that animal 
instinct is jnsufiicient to teach them how to exercise 
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their forces to our detriment, or wo should speedily 
lose the lordship over them, which our abuse of it 
makes us deserve to forfeit. The foremost camel in 
the string is ridden by the driver, who guides him by 
means of a large iron ring which is put through his 
nose, and to which a cord is fastened — a real ** bridle 
in the nose,** of a very disagreeable description, by 
which ^ the neck may almost be jerked out of the 
position which nature has given it. The other camels 
follow their leader without the interference of a driver, 
and when they come to water their burdens are taken 
off) and we often saw them grazing at liberty like 
domestic animals. 

In the environs of Troitska, the country becomes 
more wooded, and forests are seen here and there, but 
of no great extent. The little river Ural which had 
been our companion almost all the way from Oren- 
burg) here disappears. There seemed to be a great 
deal of trade going on with the Kirghis at Troitska, 
and much more bustle and movement than in any 
other place hitherto on this side of Orenburg ; other- 
wise nothing to distinguish it from the other fortresses, 
but its increased size and population. 

Immediately on leaving the town we crossed 
another little tributary stream, the OV, which we 
followed from time to time as far as Petro-Pauloftki, 
the next fortress of considerable size that we passed 
through. At about two hundred vcrsts from Troitska 
we entered Siberia. There was nothing to show that 
we had passed the frontier, but the most marked 
difference in the moral and social condition of the 
inhabitants. Increased comfort and cleanliness in the 
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houses, with an evident improvement in the finances 
of the peasants, amounting almost to riches among 
the Cossacks, was immediately noticeable. The horses, 
from being better fed, were of course stronger and 
better able to perform their tasks, so that the rate of 
travelling increased in proportion. We had no longer 
any escort, and were told there was no need of guards 
iu Siberia. On the whole we commenced under 
favourable au8pice9, and began to suspect wo should 
return to Europe with different ideas from those with 
which we had left it. Dobell noticed the same 
difference in his day, and says that ho found in the 
Siberian peasants a sympathy and disinterestedness, 
that he nowhere else experienced. He mentions 
having met a carrier conveying goods from Tiimcn to 
Tomsk, a distance of fifteen hundred versts, at two 
roubles and a half the pud, or after our manner of 
reckoning, thirty-six pounds a thousand miles for less 
than half-a-crown. On questioning him how he could 
afford to do it so cheaply, he replied that the people 
were so kind and hospitable, that the keep of a man 
and horse per day M'as not above fifteen kopeks, or 
ahout seven farthings. lie also mentions the case of 
a soldier who had travelled on foot from Petersburg to 
Siberia to see his family, who told him that all tho 
money he spent was between Petersburg and Eka- 
terinburg; that once fairly in Siberia no one would 
accept a ltop6k for his food or lodging. We can add 
our own testimony to the probable truth of these 
statements, so creditable to the chamcter of the 
peasautry, and indeed of all classes. 
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Siberia. — Similar Langaage and Religion. — Ancient History of the 
Country.— Conquest by the Russians. — ^Tatars. — Khazars.— - 
Yermak Tiinofeef.— His Death. — Fire of Tobolsk. — Ancient 
Remains found. — Different Inhabitants. — Name whence de- 
rived. — Old Inhabitants of Perm. — Latitude and Longitude of 
Siberia. — Area. — ^Treaty with the Chinese. — Amur. — Albasjne. 
— Russian Embassy at Peking. — Soil and Climate. — Divisions. 
— Mines. — Agriculture. — Rivers. — Possible Communication 
between the Pacific and Baltic by Water. — Laud Communica- 
tion. — Cold more severe the farther East. 

Siberia is perhaps the least known, though the largest 
inhabited country in the world under one sceptre, in 
which the inhabitants speak for the most part the 
same language, and profess the same religion. To 
consolidate and keep together so vast an empire as 
that which owns allegiance to the Emperor Nicholas, 
nothing contributes so much as a similarity of language 
and religion. The Emperor appears fully impressed 
with this truth, and might almost be thought to have 
adopted that policy from a remark of Gibbon in speak- 
ing of the ancient Romans: **iio sensible," says he, 
'* were the Romans of the influence of language over 
national manners, that it was their most serious care to 
extend, with the progress of their arms, the use of the 
Latin tongue." From Petersburg to Kamtschatka, 
a distance of more than thirteen thousand versts, there 
is no perceptible difference in the language. The Rus- 
sian, an old Schlavonic dialect, has less patois than 
any living language; the only difference is in a slight 
provincial pronunciation of some words peculiar to the 
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Siberians. But the tic of a common religion is still 
stronger tban that of a common language, and far 
more binding noto than to the Romans of old, whose 
Polytheism admitted any form of worship, so long as 
the number of the divinities was only increased, and 
no attempt was made to derogate from the attributes 
of those already existing. 

Before the time of the conquest of Siberia by the 
Russians, little or no authentic history of it remains, 
and its earlier Itussiau conquerors gave themselves 
little trouble on this head. The north-western parts 
had been overrun by difierent predatory bands as far 
as the river Ob', during the reign of Ivan III., or Ivan 
Vassilivich I., in the latter half of the fifteenth century. 
These, however, contented themselves witli making a 
few prisoners, and some inconsiderable booty, with 
which they returned to Moscow, satisfied with the 
tribute they had exacted from the Tatar tribes who 
occupied these then inhospitable regions. About the 
middle of the sixteenth century, the Czar Ivan IV., or 
Ivan Vassilivich II., surnamed the Threatener, having 
conquered the kingdoms of Casan and Aatracan, deter- 
mined on possessing himself permanently of Siberia. 
Long before he had in fact conquered any very consi- 
derable part of this vast country, he assumed the title 
of Czar of all Siberia, which then probably comprised 
but a very small portion of that now known by tliie 
name. By degrees, as the Russian conquests were 
extended, the conquered countries indiscriminately 
received the name of Siberia, till at length the whole 
tract of land from the Ural to Japan, from Tatary to 
the Arctic Ocean, was known by that one designation. 
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We have enijilojod the words Tatar nnil Tatary, 
heoause they are generally adopted in speaking of the 
numerous Noniade tril>es of Asia, and the plains they 
wander over. Properly speaking, the MougoU are tha 
only people who have a right to the name: the Rus- 
sians give it indiscriminately to the difiercnt offsets of 
the great Turkish family, and it is equivalent to "rob- 
her." When Touchi Klian, the sou of Glieaghiti Khan, 
conquered all Northern Asia, the different nations who 
fell beneath his arms were all of Turkish extraction. 
In the fifteenth century, C'asan, Astracau, and the 
Crimea, were the must considerahle Khanats, and were 
govcrued by chiefs descended from Olicnghis Khan, and 
were therefore projH'rly Tatars. The armies, however, 
as well as language, which they had brought there 
more tliau two centuries before, had become extinct, 
and were made up by |»eopIe of Turkish origin, indi- 
genous in the soil, and speaking Arabic or Persian as 
their mother tongue.* As these fell under the |)ower 
of the Russians, they still called them Tatars, because 
the Khans, thougli not tlie peojde, were so; and thus 
Ihe name has been commonly continued to all the 
different tribes who come to trade with them. Tatis- 
chef says, "if any one use the word Tatar, however, 
they do not multrstand it: they call themselves Turks." 
The word, in fact, in its Russian acceptation, refers to 
their condition, and not their origin. In tlie some 
manner, they originally gave the name Nemetski, which 
signifies dumb, to all who did not speak their language, 
and generally to all who were not Christians: it now 
merely signifies German; the name of Si^rc* signifies 
those who can sjieak, on the contrary. Tliey are said 
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to descend from Icklab, the Russians from Russ, tw« 
sous of Japhet. 

The name of Kirghis is also, in point of fact, 
improperly applied to those who are now known hy it: 
they should be called Kazaks. The Kirghis are a 
distinct race, and inhabited the neighbourhood of the 
Y^nissei, in the time of Ghengbis Khan, in the very 
same country where the Russians found them in the 
beginning of tlie seventeenth century, and which they 
did not evacuate till a hundred years afterwards. They 
are the Bui-ates, to whose Khan, then resident at 
Khiva, Ghengbis Khan sent one Bura as his ambassador, 
in the year 1206, to demand tribnte. Tiiis Khan's 
name was luab, who immediately yielded, and jiaid the 
tribute demanded. 

In the first years which succeeded the conquest of 
Siberia by the Russians, vast quantities of costly and 
yaluable ornaments were found in the tombs on theij 
banks of the Irtysch and Yeuissei. Bracelets of mas-' 
sive gokl, and necklaces a la Pompeiaim, as they are 
now called, in the shape of serpents, vases, rings, and 
precious stones. Besides these, a great variety of 
warlike instruments, sabres with bilta of gold, bucklers, 
spears, swords, and knives of bronze, with idols and 
other antiquities of Tatar origin. As these werSg 
found intermingled with human bones, it is clear that! 
they were buried with their ownei-s, who observed the 
custom common to all Eastern people, as well as the 
Egyptians, of entombing such articles in honour of the 
deceased; and, as in Egypt, the rank of the indi 
dual was determined by the value of the objects 
fomid in their buryiug-phiccs. This custom prevail 
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6till in the country, \i'hcn the Russians took possession 
of it. 

Ghenghis Khan was bom not far from the present 
Russian frontier, a short distance fVom the banks of 
the Amur, and liis capital is supposed to have been 
situated somewhere between the rivers Yaik (Ural) and 
Irtysch. The richest tombs have, accordingly, been 
found in this vicinity; and, with a little stretch of 
imagination, mo might fancy that one, the opening of 
which is described in the Russian Arch^eohgia^ may 
have been that of this celebrated conqueror. The 
account of it is as follows: — After removing a very 
deep covering of earth and stones, the labourers came 
to three tombs, constructed of stones, of rude workman- 
ship. In the centre one, the largest of the three, was 
deposited a personage of high rank, as was clear from 
the valuable objects entombed vith him. The lK)dy 
lay in a reclining posture, upon a sheet of gold 
extending from the head to the feet, and another 
similar sheet of gold was spread over him. He was 
wrapped in a rich mantle, bordered with gold, and 
studded with rubies and emeralds. His head, neck, 
and arms, were naked, without any ornament. On one 
side of him were his arms, a sword, spear, quiver, bow 
and arrow; on the other side, his horse, bridle, saddle, 
and stirrups. In another vault lay a female, recog- 
nised by the ornaments she wore. She was reclining 
against the wall, and had round her neck a gold chain 
.of many links, set witli rubies, and gold bracelets on 
ier arms, which, as well as her head and bteacft, were 
imcovered. The body was enveloped in a rich robe, 
but without any border of gold or jewellery, and, like 
the ptlier^ was laid on a sheet of gold, with a similar 
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one thrown over it. The four sheotg of gold weighed 
forty pounds. Tlie robes looked fresh, and were quite 
perfect wlien the tomb was «i)ene<l, but, on exposure 
to the outward air, immediately crumbled into dust. 
Rubruquis, who went to tlie court of the successor of 
the great Ghenghis, met there a French jeweller, Wil- 
liam Boucher, so that it is probable European work- 
men were the artificers of these costly articles. From 
the quantity of ornaments of gold, and variouB objects 
of Western manufacture, found by the Russians in 
these tombs, it is clear that they had a considerable 
commerce with the West, and especially with the 
Khazars, from whom they probably learnt their 
letters. 

The Khazars possessed the sovereignty of the 
country about the Don and Volga, and are known to 
have been on terms of alliance and friendship with the 
Emperors of Constant) no])le. In 858, they begged the 
Emperor !Michael to send them missionaries to teach 
them Christianity. He, accordingly, sent them Con- 
stantine of Thessalouica, who learned their language 
and converted the whole country. Constantine. at a 
later period of his life, was called St. Cyril, and is said 
tn have invented the Sehlavonic alphabet for the Bul- 
garians and Moravians, and probably gave it also to 
the Khazars, The two languages appear to have the 
same origin, and to be mollified one from the other. 
An old dialect, still extant in some parts of tlie 
government of Perm, was introduced there at 
little later period, and in the same Avay. St. 
Stephen, called Veliki PermsM, was sent to convert 
that people, and invented also an alphabet for them, 
which may fairly he concluded to have had a close 
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iiffiiiity to the otiicr. Tlio Kirgliis were cnlletl Ijy tlio 
Mongols JIa/cas; ami, during the Moiigok-sc dominion 
in this |)iirt of Asia, the nations l>eennR' Mahometans, 
as their conijuerors were, and from them ieftrncd the 
Arabic character and lan^^uagc. 

At the time of the invasion of Siberia, of which 
we nre speaking, in the sixteenth centurr, Kutchum 
Khan, a lineal descendant of the great Ghcngliis, vna 
the most considerable chief of all the inde]>endent 
tribefl. His dominions extended from the hanks of 
the Ob' and Irtysch to ttio Tobole and Tura; and a 
fort in tlio vicinity of the present town of Tobolsk, of 
which some ruins still remain, nns his ucual place of 
residence. In the year 1578, Yermak TimofA-f, n 
chief of the CosBacks of the Don, who were then a 
horde of banditti, had been defeated by the Czar, and 
driven, with a body of five thousand followers, as far 
as Orel, where he thought it more prudent to enter 
into friendly relations with the Russians than continue 
his ordinarj' system of brigandage. At the instigation 
of Strogonof, the governor of Orel, ho was soon 
prompted to turn his arms against Kntchum Khan, 
whom, after various success on both sides, he at length 
totally defeated, the loss to both parties being im- 
mense in killed and wounded. His victory had, how- 
ever, cost him dear, for his army was reduced to five 
hundred men; yet the Tatars, from admiration of his 
nkill and coiirage, took the oath of allegiimcc to him, 
and, from having been a chief of banditti, he found 
himself all at once a sovereign prince. His former 
enemy had escajwd in the general carnage, and, by 
creating continued revolts among the tribes, rendered 
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his situation so precaiioiis, that lie determined on 
throwing liimself into the hands of the Czar. Having 
obtained from biui a small reinforcement of troops, he 
took the offensive, and extended his conquests in the 
name of the Czar, and for a time all went well with 
him. Ultimatelyj however, lie was surprised in a mo- 
ment of security, together with three hundred Rus- 
sians, by Kutchum Khan, and perished witli his 
followers; on intelligence of wiiicli, his remaining 
troops evacuated Siberia, and for a time Russian 
dominion there ceased. 

Dissensions soon arose among the Tatar tribes, of 
■which the Czar took advantage, and once more 
invaded Siberia with an army of only three hundred 
men. They were, however, reinforced, and in a very 
short time possessed themselves permanently of the 
"whole of Siberia, as far as the frontier of Mongolia, 
and, indeed, of some part of the present Chinese terri- 
tory, which the Chinese have subsequently recovered. 

The great fire which destroyed Tobolsk, and with it 
all the archives of the country, has deprived us of much 
historical information about the earlier times of the 
inhabitants, and the want of care in pi-eserving them 
the other towns has left an /ilattis which cannot now 
filled up. The middle jiarts of "West Siberia were not 
improbably the berfeaii of the original colonists of the 
north of Kurope. The Chinese annals relate, that the 
first symptom of a movement westwards was made 
from the present territor}- of the Mandtchus, and this 
was perhaps the beginning of the general emigration of 
nations from the river Amur to the pillars of Hercules. 
Certain very ancient and nndecipherable cliaractei-s have 
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been foiiiul carvetl on a rock in Soutliom Siborin, and 
the very snme on a stone in North Amerira. The remains 
of remote antiquity found in the mines of Nertchynsk, 
and the mountains in the vicinity of the Baikal an<I 
Altai, are proofs that these regions were peopled by a 
race whose nanus and existence is iniknown. AVo 
pofsees ourselves some remains of very ancient arms 
found near Irkutsk in a bed of elialk, made of jade, 
a sort of jasper of the hardest kind, probably used by 
the natives before they had the knowledge of iron. 
These people subsequently learned it from tlie Chinese, 
and arming themselves, easily drove before them the 
Siberians, who were unable to cope witli antagonista 
who find arms so suiierinr to tlieir own. In this man- 
ner the migration nortliwanls and westwards was con- 
tinued, more easily to the north, liecause most of the 
yiberian rivers nin northward and fall into the Icy Sea, 
The Iluns probably themselves enme originally 
from China, and as we have before said, set out from 
these parts under Attila, to ravage the Western world. 
The Tatar tribes again succeeded them, and were in 
ihcir turn finally expelled by the Rnmans. TIius one 
nation swept over another, till .Siberia became the 
depot of small numbers of a great variety of people, 
who bad remained behind in the general movement, 
Within a short distance of each other wo find still 
KirghisKazaks, KirghisBiiratcs, Kalmucks, Basbkircs, 
and a number of other small tribes. A little further 
removed from them, the Tonguses, Yakuts, Yuknghires, 
Os-tinks, Techuktsches, Samoy^des, and Kamtscbadales, 
with many other people, all or nearly all of them, of 
diflTerent origin and language. Some of these are still 
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Pafjans, otliere profess tlie religion of Mahomet, but 
very few among tlicm are Cliristiane. In spite of these 
remains of its oltl inhabitants added to the colonies of 
Russians who are annually poured into it, the popula- 
tion of Siberia increases but very slowly. It does not 
exceed three millions, and of these the greater part 
belong to AVest Siberia. Its whole surface is tnenty- 
bIx times times larger than France, according to Hum- 
boldt, and the population of the whole Russian Empire 
in a given space is but as one to two hundred and fifty. 
In the distant parts of Siberia the small-po.x and 
syphilis make frightful ravages, whieh. added to tho 
rigour of the climate, and unwholesome description of 
food which produces scurvy and all sorts of comi)laints, 
will prevent any great increase in the population, till 
something is done to improve their moral and physical 
condition. This applies principally to those distant 
parts far to the north of Irkutsk, and with the best 
intentions the difficulties are very great in the way of 
any remedy. 

Siberia has been snpposed to derive its name from 
Sibir, a Tatar fortress on the Irtysch, not far from 
Tobolsk. This, however, is not the case, as this for- 
tress was called by the Tatars Iskei\ and the southern 
parts of the province had been called Siberia by the 
Russians before they knew of tho existence of thid 
fortress. The word StUri signifies all over A&ia the 
East, sunrise, daylight; and in the Schlavonic langungo 
the TTord means a prison, which probably caused it to 
be given to the whole country, as well as to tho fortress. 
It originated Mitli the old inhabitants of the govern- 
ment of I'erni, of whoso language wo have before 
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mentioned tlio probable derivation. They were a Fin- 
nish race, of whom some still retain the most ancient 
language, now cornipted with some Schlavonic words, 
but distinct from it, and unintelligible to the rest of 
the inhabitants. It was a vast empire under the 
Tchudes, afterwards was called Biarmaland and Perm, 
and fell into the power of Batu, the grandson of 
Ghenghis Khan. It is very remarkable that a country 
to the west of the Ural, and consequently European, 
should still possess a language known only to a small 
part of its own inhabitants, and unknown to all the 
rest of the world. 

Siberia lies between 45* SCK and 7T W nortli lati- 
tude, and 60"* and 100"* east longitude. Its surface 
covers an extent of more than five million square 
miles, but neither this, nor its extreme length can be 
accurately defined, as the Russian frontier is continu- 
ally being extended further into the Steppes of the 
Kirghis, and as we shall show hereafler to a much 
greater distance than we have any idea of in Europe. 
Eastward the Russian dominions have been somewhat 
curtailed since the seventeenth century. At that 
period they comprised the vast country watered by the 
river Amur or Yamur, signifying in the language of the 
natives, the great river. The Amur is one of the 
largest and most widely-extended streams of that part 
of Asia. From the conflux of the rivers Argun' and 
Chilka, where it rises, it branches in various directions, 
during which it receives many tributary streams; and 
after running a distance of two thousand miles, falls 
into the Pacific Ocean, opposite the island of Sakha- 
lyne. Its source is the point fixed bjr th^ treaty made 
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between the Russians, by Count Ssava "Wladislavich 
Ragiisinski, and the Chinese, as the boundary of the 
two empires. It waters the territory of the Slandt- 
chus, and towards its extremity tliat of the Ghilaiks. 
On its southern banks are some small towns, which are 
a sort of place of exile for the Chinese. 

The Ghilaiks are still entirely Noraadcs, who live 
by fishing and hunting. The river abounds with fish, 
and its neighbourhood with the choicest sables, whose 
fur is of the most valuable description. The Russians 
from the province of Yakutsk occasionally meet them 
in hunting; hut little or nothing is known of their 
origin and language. In the seventeenth century the 
Cossacks heard from the Touguses of the Lena of the 
existence of the Amur, which was described as water- 
ing plains of great fertility, and abounding with sables 
of the rarest sort. As the Spaniards inspired by the 
thirst of gold explored the wilds of America, so did 
these adventurous hunters make an incursion into this 
unknown country, in search of the animals, forty of 
whose skins are stated by Ilerberstein to have been a 
royal gift. These adventurers were few in number, and 
had ininiense difficulties to encounter; but their valour 
and temerity were crowned by complete success. They 
shortly conquered the whole country in the name of 
Russia, and received from the timid natives the t/asaak, 
or tribute of furs. At a distance of seven hundred 
versts beyond Nertcbynsk they coustmcted the town 
of Albasyne, which they surrounded with a wall and 
palisades of wood, and thus rendered it impregnable to 
the Mandtchus. 

Kang-Khi, then Kmpcror of China, whose grand- 
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fatlier hail conquered that vast empire, indignant that 
a handful of strangers ehouM imitate Iiis ancestor's 
example, sent considerable bodies of troops against 
them; they were, Iiowever, constantly defeated by the 
hardy Cossacks. At length a formidable armament of 
ten thousand men, with guns and a batti'riiig train, 
were dispatched down the Amur, to lay regular siege 
to the little town garrisoned by only five hundred men. 
After a resistance of several months, disease and famine 
obliged the heroic band to capitulate. Great part of 
them were sent prisoners to Peking, some of whose 
descendants still remain there, aiid have preserved 
their religion, which served as a pretext to the Kussian 
government to establish a college there, and send a 
spiritual deputation, who arc changed every ten years. 
It is said, that among the defenders of Albasyne were 
eome of our Scotch countr^'mcn, many of whom at that 
time, like the present Swiss, sold their services to other 
nations, and among them to the Czars of Russia, who 
iiad for a long time a Scotch body-guard. 

The town was razed to the ground, but when the 
Chinese retired, some of the inhabitants who had 
escajwd, returned, and partially rebuilt it. They were, 
however, soon obliged to evacuate it by order of the 
Boyar Golovyne, who had come from Moscow to Nert- 
chyosk in order to treat for peace between the two 
empires. Had the communications been as direct 
then as they are now, conijiaratively speaking, rein- 
forcements might easily have been sent to Albasyne, 
and that district would probably still belong to Russia. 
The preliminaries of peace were shortly concluded, but 
the discussions as to frontier lasted forty years, and 
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were only terminated in 1728, in the time of Peter II., 
by the Count lUyi-ic Ssava Wiadislavich Ragusinski, 
who WIL8 scut for the purpose by that monarch as being 
the ablest diplomatist of his day. The Chinese pleni- 
potentiaries, accompanied hy the Jesuits from Peking, 
and backed by a numerous force, presented too jnipos' 
ing an ajipearance for the Russians to oppose, and they 
fonud themselves sorely against their will obliged to 
abandon the Amur, and the district which surrounded 
it. Fearful that a useless resistance might put their 
dominions lu the neiglihourbood of the Baikal in 
jeopanly, the Russian ambassador made a merit of 
necessity, and yielded their claim to that which tliose 
who know anything about the matter still consider as 
the pearl of their conquests beyond the Ural. The day 
may not he far distant wheu they will re-possess them- 
selves of it. The soil is fertile, the climate temperate, 
and the country sheltered from the north by a chain of 
very high mountains. The lauds cultivated by the 
original inhabitants of Albasyne still produce corn 
which grows from the seed which falls annually from 
the ears, as we were told by an oflicer who saw it in 
1832. The river abound» with fisli, and potatoes are 
said to have been grown in the neighbourhood. 

No more appropriate spot could be found in Siberia 
for a penal colony than this. By concentrating all the 
criminal part of the transported here, the rest of the 
country would be freed from their presence, which is 
now often a terrible scourge. The immense advan- 
tages offered to them by the fertility of the soil, and 
mildness of the climate, added to the easy means of 
Mater carriage, would tcnti to civilize these wretches, 
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and in time render tbem a useful bodj of colonists. 
Tlie vast distance from Russia would make any pro- 
spect of escape bopeless, they would even find a new 
home under better auspices, and would be doubtless 
joined by the surplus Chinese population who annually 
abandon their country, and only require a proper direc- 
tion given to their emigration. 

There is no reason to doubt that the chain of the 
Yablonnoi Mountains which intersect this country, 
should not be found as productive in minerals and pre- 
cious metals as the Ural and Altai, as gold sands have 
occasionally been found there. But the possession of 
the Amur would be the link wanting to complete the 
chain of water communication between the Pacific and 
the Baltic. Russia might then extend her commerce 
to the Indian Seas, and the advantage accruing from it 
to the north-eastern parts of Siberia and Kamtschatka 
would be incalculable. 

But we need not anticipate the future. The relar 
tive position of Russia and China is wonderfully changed 
since the beginning of the seventeenth century, and 
although the former never performed any act of vassal- 
age to the latter, she was treated by her, in the nume- 
rous articles agreed to in 1727, as her inferior. We 
doubt not that the lessons we have taught the Chinese 
at Chusan and Canton will not be thrown away upon 
the Russians. We observed, in talking of our Chinese 
expedition with the authorities in those parts, that they 
seemed to enjoy the idea of our bringing the Brother 
of the Sun and Moon to his senses, and it struck us 
there was an arriere pensee. There are people who 



80 



SOlh AND CLIMATE. 



believe tliat Englaml ami Russia will one day almost 
divide the world — chi saf but we at least are getting 
out of our latitude, and must return to Siberia. 

As migbt well be expected from the great extent 
of tbis country, its soil, climate, productions, and natu- 
ral features, are as diversified as its inhabitants are 
heterogeneous. It is, properly speaking, divided into 
only two portions. West and East Siberia, eacli of 
Mbicb has a separate governor-general. Western 
Siberia comprises the whole region from the frontier 
of the government of Orenliurg nortliwarJ to Tobolsk, 
and eastward to the farther extremity of the govern- 
ment of Tomsk. Although geograjdiically much smaller 
than the eastern division, it contains a muck larger 
share of cultivateable land, and a greater number of 
inhabitants, the relative census being something less 
than two millions to under a million and a half. It 
presents in general a ])erfectly flat surface, except in 
that part of the Altai which abounds in iron and silver 
ore, and is more productive perhaps than if under agri- 
cultural ])rocess. The soutli-western part is, as we 
have before said, mostly Steppes; towards the Ural 
Mountains northward also it is in great part unculti- 
vated, but there is nothing but want of population to 
prevent Us being brought under tillage. Towards 
Tobolsk there are still large forests of birch and fir, 
which, however, are gradually diminishing to supply 
fuel for the mining establishments. As these are 
cleared away, the soil is cultivated, but the climate, 
almost tlie worst in Siberia, is unfavourable to great 
improvement. There is, however, a large tract iu the 
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neighbourhood of the Irtysch and Lower Tobole rivers, 
-which is productive and fertile. Agriculture in this 
division ceases at about 60'' north latitude. 

Of the mineral riches of the Ural we shall speak 
on our wajr homeward at Ekaterinburg, to which point 
it more properly belongs. The western face of the 
Altai is no less rich in precious metals, copper, lead, 
silver, and some gold, generally found with it. We 
shall also go more into detail on this point when we 
arrive at Bamaoul, the chef lieu of the mining depart* 
ment of the Altai. This mountain region, and indeed 
all the southern frontier, is ])articularly interesting to 
the botanist, and the science has been enriched by 
many new species from this neighbourhood. 

In connection with the mountains the rivers must 
be included, as most of them have their sources at 
their bases, and are so important a part of the riches 
of the country, and will probably one day become 
moj^ so. In the western division one of the principal 
is the Irtysch, which falls into the Sea of Okhotsk 
after traversing the eastern parts of Siberia, its source 
being in the mountains witliin the Chinese frontier. 
Balbi, in his valuable geographical work, has fallen 
into an error on the subject of the Irtysch and the Ob'. 
He describes the former as being the principal branch 
of the latter, from the length of its course, its great 
width, and vast mass of waters, whereas it is in fact its 
principal confluent. Its course is really longer than 
that of the Ob', and is properly a foreign, not a Sibe- 
rian river. Bat the Ob', whose source is in the Altai, 
commences there by a rapid river, the Tchulychmau, 
which, winding through a lonjr and narrow valley, 



passes tlirough a lake called Teleskoi, and after a 
yiaible passage tbroiigli tlie late, from which it rushes 
with great impetuosity, then takes tlie name of the Bl. 
About fifteen versts from the town of Biisk. thia river 
receives into its bosom the river Katun', wlioee source 
is near that of the Tchulychman, and after this 
junction it is called the Ob'. Tlie Irtyseh passes by 
Lake Zaizan in the Chinese territory, and rushes with 
great velocity through the Steppes as lar as Omsk, 
and wan there the original boundar)' of the Russians 
and Kirghis. From thence receiving the waters of 
the Cm', (a large river anywhere but in Siberia,) it haa 
a course of a thousand versts to Tobolsk, where it 
seems to fall into the Tobole, but which in reality 
becomes tributary to it. From hence to Samarof 
the Irtyscli, making many windings, has again a 
course of a thousand versts, and then falls into the 
Ob'. At this point it is only a verst and a half in 
width, whereas the right bank of the Ob' is thirty 
verats from Samarof. Here the Ob' divides into 
several branches, each of which is wider than the 
Irtyseh, and before being joined by it, three hundred 
feet deep, whereas the Irtyseh is only fifty. 

Between Tomsk and Tobolsk is a vast reservoir of 
water, known in the language of the country by the 
name of the Ssor of Laimine, and which signifies a 
body of water or gulph which has been formed from a 
lake or river inland. It is situated eighty versts from 
the small town of Surgut, on the Tobolsk side, and the 
right bank of the Ob'. At its outlet it is five rersta 
wide, and when a very strong northerly Mind blows, 
breaks its embankments and rushes into the Ob' with 
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wadb impetuoaity as to impede tlio navigation fur some 
days. Some Ostiaks and Cossacks of Hurgut once 
attempted to explore tbis inlan*] sea, but alter pro* 
ceeding more tban a liundred versts tbey described its 
vaves to reeenible those of the ocean when violently 
iigitsted, and dared not venture further. They wjw 
•onut islands peopled by savage Ostiaks and Suraoyedoi 
unknown to all the world, and though the ^nilpli 
appeared to abound with fish, they were afraid to 
attempt to fish lest they slinuld have been attacked by 
these barbarous people. The inliubitants of Der^zof 
and Obdorek are acquainted »-ith the Heor, and state 
that ther have seen it from another gulph of the Ob' 
iive hundred ventts long, with wliieli it communieat«« 
on tbe south bU'.c, and uliich the Samoy6des call it4 
inlet. It would seem, therefore, tliat tins vast sheet 
of water has two separate communications with the 
OV at two distinct places, dij*tant from each other 
eight hundred versts, in a direct line north and south. 
We have already racntiunod the Ural as falling 
into the Caspian Sc-a after a course of two thousand 
versts; it is almost the only river in Hiberia that dous 
not fall into the Icy Sea. Besides these, thero are the 
fiven Tura, Tohule, and Ititsa in tlie north, the Om', 
[ tAi Tom. the Ket', and many others in the soutli- 
VMtorn extremities of West Siberia, all of which 
ni^t serve as links of commiinicatiou, as we before 
stated, between the Pacific and Baltic if the Amur 
were again a Hi]si>ian stream. Difficult as this com^ 
municatton would be to establit^ti. it is by no means 
imposbiblc, and after the lapse of a century or two, if 
the present Ilu8i*ian Empire eliouid remain entire, may 
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yet be accomplished. If we consider what America 
was two centuries ago, we may easily imagine the 
rivers of Siberia crowded with steam-boats, as here 
now are. Population is the principal desideratum, the 
rest would be quite as easily supplied as in America, 
though speculation might probably not increase aa 
rapidly, owing to the season wlicn the navigation is 
open beiug so short, and the profits therefore pro- 
portionally smaller. 

It has been asserted that the nature of the govern- 
ment is unfavourable to enterprise; we think the 
immense developcment of manufactories all over 
Russia in the last few years an answer to that objec- 
tion. The nobles as a class, though certainly being 
very far from rich, number among them nevertheless 
many individuals of colossal fortune, and have much 
more inclination than those of the same rank, even in 
our country of shopkeepers, to enter into mercantile 
speculations. Till within a short time tliey had, 
nevertheless, no credit on the bourse of Petersburg 
or Moscow, because their privileges as nobles defi nded 
them from incurring the liabilities of merchants. To 
favour the spirit of commerce the Emperor abrogated 
these privileges, and made them responsible as traders 
like other people, and thus an impulse has been given 
to speculation. Whenever government leaves matters 
wholly in the hands of individuals, there is no want of 
inclination to invest capital in anything which may 
appear to oft'er a fair chance of succci-B, but it is only 
on these conditions. AVe have before observed that 
private speculation in public matters is not great in 
Knssia; it is, however, solely on this account, that 
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it is difficult to have the management of any great 
undertaking entirely independent of some government 
control. The corruption which pervades all classes 
of government employis^ is too notorious not to 
diminish and damp the zeal for joining in any great 
work, over which the direction is in the hands of 
persons whose situations often render them irrespon- 
sible. The prime minister of England, in his indi« 
vidual capacity, may be the director of a railway 
company or a joint stock bank, but he has only his 
single vote in the business, and possesses no more 
power than any other co-director. In Russia the 
uniform and the rank give an authority which is pretty 
sure to be exerted, and to which an unprivileged 
person who wishes to invest his capital in any under- 
taking will not subject himself. 

Among the common people in Russia there is a' 
rooted dislike of change. They prefer to go on in the 
way their fathers and forefathers have trod, and have 
an inconceivable jealousy of foreigners even in matters 
where they are professedly ignorant, and where they 
might learn something to their advantage. We know 
of repeated instances where manufactories and form 
buildings have been burned down by the peasants, 
from no other imaginable motive than because fo- 
reigners were employed in the concern. For a 
foreigner to establish himself alone in the interior, 
either for agriculture or manufactures, is absolute 
madness. 

In Siberia, the land communications are excellent, 
and the rate of carriage exceedingly cheap. But it is 
slow, and the distances immense. Water communica- 
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tion is as bad as the otiier is good, and the vessels aad 
skill of the Beameii of as primitive a. description as can 
well be imagined. Enormous flat-bottomed boatfl, 
■with a single unmanageable sail, towed by horses ot 
dragged by men, are the only means of transport, in 
tvhich nothing is gained in point of time over the 
slow-moving abooz. Yet the commerce with China 
alone is very considerable, and all the tea and other, 
articles imported from that country must traverse six 
thousand versts of Siberia, before they reach Moscow 
and Petersburg, From Kinklita to Tumen compara- 
tively little is conveyed by water, rarely above thirty 
thousand jiuds weight annually. The vast quantitiei 
of lead required for the foundries are certainly coiw 
veyed part of tlie way from Nertchynsk by water, but 
the difficulties are so great that the tin mines in tltat 
neighbourhood have ceased to be worked, because the 
article can be supplied at a cheaper rate from England. 
Vessels are sent from Tobolsk, fourteen hundred versts, 
to the hamlet of Koraikof to fetch salt from the maga- 
zines there, which must retrace the same distauce to 
discharge their cargoes for distribution over tba 
empire. Nothing in short is attempted in the way oil 
improvement of tlie water commuuication. 

In addition to Siberia being intersected in al 
directions by navigable rivers, so that commerce migfal 
flourish in all parts of it, if a proper impulse wer*: 
given to it, tho direct communication, to which w*, 
have alluded, between the Pacific and Baltic, is a feaui 
ble, however gigantic project. The Amur is navi- 
gable from the Pacific to its junction with the river* 
Argun' and Chiika. From the Chilka to the Selengl^ 
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H there is a ouristant succession of navigable rivers, with 
H occasional ropidn and shallowEi, in all perhaps thirty 
H versts, which might easily he got rid of at no very heavy 
H expense. A road would re<)uire to be made to cross 
H the chain of the Vnblonuoi mountains, which at thia 
H point are not very t-levated. The vicinity abounds 
H vith wood fit for building vef^clx, and iron and 
H cordage are product!^ of the country. The 8eleng& falls 
H into the Baikal lake, from which the magnificent 
H Angara takes its rise. The only cataracts almost in 
H any Siberian river are found in it between Irkutsk and 
H YeniHStisk, but these, even now, are easily passed. At 
H the town of Yenisseisk a second land Journey of ninety 
H versts must be made as far as the town of Makofsk on 
H the Kef, which though a winding river is navigable to 
H the [mint where it falls into the Ob'. By means of 
H this, the deepest and broadest of all Siberian rivers, 
H and the Irtysch, no im|}ediment would occur as far as 
^ Tobolsk, from whence the Tobole, Tura, and Nitea 
communicate with the great depots of salt at Kmsno* 
elobodsk. Here would be the third and last difficulty; 
a line of communication with the river Tchusnvaia to 
the west of the Ural, two hundred and eighty versta. 
This river falls into the Kama, and that into the Volga, 
H from which there are now three different communica> 
H ticms by water with Petersburg, and consequently the 
H Gulph of Finland and the Baltic. So that there 
H appear to be only four hundred versts between the 
^K Pacific and Baltic, where a canal and road is necessary 
H to complete the communication. Greater difficnlties 
H were to bo overcome in establishing the line of 
H st«amers between Vienna and Constantinople, the 
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same spirit of enteriirise might as easily overcome 
them, and in tlie latter case also the navigation is only 
open dnring a part of the year. 

Siberia possesses the products as well ns climate of 
both liemitipheres — extremes of heat anci cold, days 
without night, and months when the sun is not above 
the horizon. All the ordinary grains and vegetables of 
Europe are found even as far north as the banks of the 
Irtysch, beyond the 55° of north latitude in West 
Siberia, and water melons are oecasionaliy groM-n thei-e ; 
at the southeru extremity of East Siberia, in the 
neighbourhood of the Selenga, they are commonly cul- 
tivated. At 70° north latitude, in East Siberia, all 
vegetation ceases, except the moss which is found 
in the tundra. Most of our domestic animals are 
common to this country, and at the northern as well 
as southern extremities, many of the wild ones of 
Europe and Asia, with several which are peculiarly 
Siberian. Fish, in the greatest abundance, aud many 
sorts unknown in Europe, teem in all the rivers, and 
form the principal food of the inhabitants. The 
Bterlet, sturgeon, common salmon, which is here not 
much prized, the otnoule, a sort of herring, and the 
beluga, a kind of white salmon which grows to an enor- 
mous size, may vie with, if they are not superior to, 
anything that London or Paris can ofter to gratify the 
palate of the epicure. 

The severity of the climate iti considerably greater 
the i'arther you proceed eastward. A variety of con- 
current causes may be assigned for the fact, which is 
indubitable. But whether it is a general law, or 
ascribable wholly to local and independent circuni- 
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stances, remains to be decided. It is, however, clearly 
demonstrated, that of all the various causes which 
combine to affect the temperature, latitude is one of 
the least powerful, and, as Humboldt has observed, 
that it is a great error to regard the climate of Europe 
as the average of the temperature of all the countries 
which lie under the same parallel of latitude. It is in 
reality the exception and not the rule. 
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If a coasiderable number of observations were taken, 
as has been projected under the joint auspices of our 
owii and the Russian government, the problem may 
ultimately be solved ; but at present no general law 
has been discovered, by which the temperature, as 
relative to longitude, appears to be governed. The 
mountainous nature of the country in East Siberia, 
■which prevents the sea-breezes from exercising their 
usual genial influence on the general temperature, and 
the vicinity of immense deserts where no vegetation, 
inclosures, or trees break the force of the currents of 
cold air, are insufficient to account for the increased 
cold, and the latter circumstance is common to West 
and East Siberia, In West Siberia, the region of 
extreme cold extends much less far to the south than 
in the eastern division ; and the limit of perpetual 
ground-ice is also more southerly in the latter than the 
former ; in the one it is limited to Berezof, while in 
the other it is found at Nertchynsk. The vicinity of 
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the ocean has generally the effect of preserving a 
Qieau temperature in the adjacent countrie!*, and of 
moderatiiig the extremes of heat and cold. In the 
mofit eastern parts of Siberia, this is not the caM 
in either respect. As far as tlie prevalence of vinds 
is concerned, our friem! Mr. du !fedenfltrom has 
proved, in a long series of meteorological observa- 
tions, that, in the neighbourhood nf Tomsk, where 
the excess of heat and cold is very great, southerly 
wiuds are the most prevalent in winter, and that the 
cold increases witli thL>m more than with northerly 
ones; while the northerly winds moderate the cold 
until the end of April, after which time the usual 
effects are observed, viz., that it is warmer with 
•outherly winds, and colder with northerly ones. We 
shall give the table of his latest observations in the 
chapter on Tomsk. North Cape, the most northern 
point in Europe, has a mean annual temperature of 
82"; the vicinity of the river Yano, in Ea><t Sil>eria, 
in almost the same latitude, only 4° 39'. Irkutsk 
and London are within half a degree of latitude of 
each other, and there is a difference of nearly 20° in 
their mean annual tom]>eraturc. 

Barou WraugLd, in the account of his Polar Expe- 
dition, has given various tables that go to prove the 
aatne fact, as well as Mr. de Hcdenstrom's observations, 
to which we attach far greater weight than the Boron's, 
(who so often quotes him.) from his residence of near 
thirty years in that country. Mr. de H. is, however, 
decidedly of opinion, that the cold in Siberia decreases 
sensibly. In Kamtschatka it rarely exceeds 25° of 
Reaumur. According to the observations of Dr. Albert, 
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the greatest cold at Tobolsk in 1830 was 30°; in 1839, 
in the neighbourhood of Tomsk, it was 33^ and reached 
30° only four times that year. At Irkutsk it was once 
as low as 38°; in the same year, and in the neighbour- 
hood of Tomsk, on the 31st of December, 1840, the 
spirit thermometer marked - 36°. Ever since 1834 
there has been every year a partial thaw there during 
the season of extreme cold ; and we ourselves saw the 
thermometer at + 2° at Tomsk in the month of No- 
vember, 1840, after it had been as low as - 35°, and 
was again constantly after as low as 30°, and, as we 
have said, once at - 3G°. This partial tliaw never 
occurred before 1834. The diminution of the forests 
in this district is, as yet, too inconsiderable to have 
any etTect on the temperature; but the variations in 
the barometer are also most extraordinary. Strange 
as it may seem, this decreasing severity of cold is far 
from desirable. Sickness increases in proportion, the 
small-pox especially makes frightful ravages, and its 
influence on the harvest is everywhere extremely 
pernicious. 

Mr. de Hedenstriim amused ns witli his descrijition 
of the different effects of cold when it reached different 
degrees. He says that at — 39° the breath is heard to 
issue from the mouth with a sound like the crackling 
of very dry bay when crumpled in the hand, and the 
ti'atneau ceases to glide smoothly over the snow. At 
- 45°, in spitting, the saliva freezes before it reaches 
the ground, and you see it form a round, solid ball on 
the snow. At Holy Cajie, in the Icy Sea, in passing 
through a gorge of the mountains, when the thermo- 
meter stood at only - 30°, be felt a current of air 
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^bich burned and pricked tbe skin like a needle. 
Tliis wind tbe natives call kiousy and in order to inure 
tbem to it, tbey expose their faces continually, till tbe 
skin becomes bardened, and insensible to its effects. 
Wbat is very singular, tbe kious is not felt wben tbe 
wind is bigb. Mr. de Hedenstrom tbrew up a featber 
in tbe air wben under its influence, and instead of 
being carried away, it fell perpendicularly to tbe 
ground. He considers tbis pbenomenon as a sort of 
parallel at tbe utmost distance to tbe sirocco, and tbat 
it is not, properly speaking, a current, but a body of 
air cbarged witb tbe ne plus ultra of cold, wbicb, 
baving considerably greater density tban tbe ordinary 
air, communicates itself to it gradually and almost 
imperceptibly. 

Excessive as is tbe cold in some parts, wbicb^ 
according to Baron Wrangel, is found below . 60, or 
nearly 120'' below zero of Fabrenbeit, Mr. de Heden- 
strom assured us tbat its effects, as described by many 
navigators in tbose nortb-eastern seas, is greatly exag- 
gerated, and tbeir accounts false and ridiculous. Tbe 
description of wbat Bebrens and Heemskirk suffered 
in Nova Zembla from tbe cold, as related in L' Ami des 
Enfans^ bow by force of cold fire bad lost its properties, 
and otber incredible romances, made bim exclaim, 
" Voila ! comment on ecrit Tbistoire." From our own 
sensations witb tbe tbermometer at - 85^ we are ex- 
tremely sceptical as to all tbese tales of wonder. It 
must be remembered, tbat witb tbis extreme cold tbere 
is no wind, or it would be perfectly intolerable. We 
bave suffered more witb lb"* and wind, wbicb tbere 
is always at Petersburg, tban we ever did in Siberia. 
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At 35°, with proper but not excessive clothing, (if 
the term can be so applied) and a good constitution, a 
foreigner like nurseWes, who paseee his first winter in 
Jlnesia (for they pretend that makes a great difference), 
feels no inconvenience, when talcing good walking 
exercise. In an open sledge the cold certainly euta 
tile nose and ears, and especially occasions a feeling of 
pain over the eyes and forehead, but for a short time, 
at least, it ie not at all unbearable; and when wo wit- 
ness what the lower classes of the natives go through, 
it is clear that habit makes everything light and com- 
paratively trifling. The higher orders, from rarely op 
never walking, do not keep the blood in a proper state 
ef circulation, and so must have recourse to artificial 
means, to guarantee themselves against being frozen, 
and then, with all their furs and pelisses, in general com- 
plain the loudest. Nothing is more common in Petera^ 
burg and Moscow, than for a coachman to be on his 
box from ten o'clock in the morning till three o'clock 
after midnight, in the most severe weather, withoul 
ever getting down, yet you very seldom hear of thaf 
being frozen. 

During the three winters of 1808, 1809, and 1810, 
that Mr. de Hedenstmm passed near the Icy Sea, con« 
iiderably to the north of Yakutsk, the tliermomet» 
never fell below -46°, though at Yakutsk itself it wai 
much lower, owing to its being surrounded by find 
trees, which grow remarkably straight and tall. Dr. 
Roegleyn, a great mtatd and phvKiciau, lived thera 
tnany years, and it appears from his observations that, 
In 1609, there wei-e - 51° of cold. The coldest of 
all places is said to be Omekone, near the source of 
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(lie Ynedigrrka, a river which has a course of three 
thousand five Iiundred rersts. Mr, de Hedcnstrom 
considers tlic [iropinqtiity of his then residence to the 
Bea, and the prevalence of strong winds, which seem to 
carry oH' the mass of congealed air, account for thtf 
difference of the temperature of the two placea. The 
density of the air in regions of extreme cold, suhjectt 
the natives to scorbutic complaints; and the pott* 
liorsea are often obliged to etop between the relays; 
which are frequently of fifty versts length, to have tbelf 
nostrils cleaned out, the great cold making them bleed 
violently at tlie nose. 

Baron Humboldt, in his journey thron^h a part of 
West Siberia, in 1829, applied to Dr. Albert, at whose 
bouse he lodged at Tobolsk, and who had resided there 
many yeare for the purpose of making observations, for 
some detaiU as to the state of the ground at Ber^zof 
and Obdorsk. He wished to know whether it wai 
generally frozen there at the beginning of September, 
the end of their summer, or only in wet mai>i)iy spots; 
aa welt as the exact depth from the surface at which it 
begins to freeze, the thickness of the frozen stratum, 
and whether tliere are any parts which never thaw. 
Tlie result of the inquiiy made of some of the civil 
emploi/es in those two neighbourhoods was, that in both 
places at the end of summer, the earth was frozen at a 
distance of forty-two incliea below the surface, and that 
this frozen mass was fifty-bix inches thick. It is 
difficult to place much confidence in the accuracy of 
these statements. It is barely possible that two place*, 
whose north latitude is so different, should pri-sent the 
very same pheuomeiia, more especially as their climate 
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is also very different, Berezof being in a woodj- district^ ' 
and at Obdorsk vegetation almost ceasing altugetber. 
To sbow the reasonableness of our doubts, we will 
relate certain facts wliicU appear to offer a contradic* 
tion to these statements. 

Near the river Birussa, which forma the boundary 
of the governments of Irkutsk and Yenisseisk, in 
the 5oth parallel of north latitude, certain individuals 
discovered a few j-ears agn some very rich gold-sands; 
with these persons, Dr. Leasing, a celebrated savaul and 
botanist, associated himself, for the purpose of washing 
the sands. This gentleman informed Mr. de Heden- 
strom, that the speculation was abandoned, because the 
frozen state of the undersoil, even in summer, com- 
pletely prevented the workmen from proceeding to any 
depth. If tJiis frozen mass were only fifty-six inches 
thick, they would probably have continued their cuter- 
prise, when the obstacle was so easy to overcome. 
Now, Berezof, which is to the south and west of 
Obdorsk, is situated at about 64*^ north latitude, 
and consequently the Bimssa is 9° more to the 
south. In February, IS40, Mr. de Hedenstrom made 
several trials in the neighbourhood of Tomsk, and 
found the ground frozen only to the depth of thirty- 
five inches, below it was not fiozou, the latitude 5G° 50'. 
At Yakutsk, 62° north latitude, the Russian-American 
Company bored for water in the court-yard of their 
establishment to the depth of three hundred and eighty 
feet. The ground was still frozen, and no water 
found, so that, supposing all these observations to be 
correct, at Yakutsk, 2' south of Bertzof, the frozen 
stratum was at lea-it eighty times thicker than at 
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Ber^Eof. Of the truth of the latter statement^ there 
can be no doubt. It is reported in the Annals of the 
Imperial Academy of Sciences, at Petersburg, in 1837. 
It is also corroborated by Professor Erman, in 1838, 
who was himself there, and says that he plunged his 
thermometer into the hole at the depth of fifty feet, 
and that it marked — 6^ 

Now, the mean temperature of Yakutsk, by obser- 
vations made in 1827, is -5° 9"; and in 1828, the 
mercury did not thaw for three months together. 
Consequently, as the mean temperature is —6'' nearly, 
the ground would not be thawed till the increment of 
heat due to the approach to the centre amounted to 
&" of Reaumur, and Erman did not expect to find it 
thawed so soon as at the depth of four hundred feet, 
which was the case. From this, he concludes that the 
strata at Yakutsk have a greater facUity of conducting 
heat than is possessed by ordinary strata in Europe. 
As Kamtschatka is considerably more eastward than 
Yakutsk, it would be interesting to know whether that 
has any efiect, and if so, to what depth the ground is 
frozen there* The proximity of Kamtschatka to the 
sea, and the fact of volcanic action being still so fre- 
quently in operation, would make it a matter of the 
highest interest to ascertain whether any, and what 
influence the combination of these two circumstances 
has on the congelation of the soil. A series of expe- 
riments made by the Russians, as far as lOO"" of east 
longitude, to which their territority extends, and by 
ourselves in the neighbourhood of Hudson's Bay, where 
the magnetic meridian is placed, and in the Rocky 
Mountains, or even beyond them, might produce im- 
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portant resulta, so as to establish some theory as to the 
congelation of the north, and verify the supposed in- 
fluence of the magnetic meridian on the cold of those 
districts. Tho depth to which the ground is frozen, 
proves that it must have been very long in the state we 
now find it, and we confess our leaning to the idea of 
the congelation having been sudden and not gradual, 
though, -where two such high authorities as Cuvier and 
Humboldt are not agreed, it would be presumptuous to 
give a decided opinion. It is very desirable that we 
had more data on which to form an hj'pothesis, and 
clear in some degree the tnist in which its origin is 
enveloped. 

At Yakutsk, the inhabitants have cellars in all 
their houses, made in the frozen ground, precisely as 
we make ice-houses in this country. In summer, 
when the heat is as excessive as the cold is in winter, 
they place all their fresh provisions, such as milk, 
meat, and fish, in those cellars, where everything 
becomes frozen in two hours. Tliey likewise con- 
struct their graves in this manner, excepting tliat they 
make large fires above, and burn the holes in the 
ground. In these they might easily keep their 
deceased friends, without going through the procesa of 
embalming them, in a perfect state of preservation for 
any length of time. Should this ever ho done, it may 
atford new subjects of conjecture, after a lapse of , 
thousands of years, perhaps, as interesting then as thi 
EgyiJtian discoveries now aro to us. 

In this province, fountains of water aro not so 
common aa they arc in some parts of Siberia, but they 
do exist. It would be curious to know whether tb^ i 
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are supplied by springs which force their way tlirough 
the frozen jjround, or by the melting of the stiow and 
the thin crust which thaws on the surface. Baer aayg 
the water does penetrate througli the peri>etuftl 
ground-ice. As the river Lena, which passes by the 
town of Yakutsk, is not so deep as the stratum of Boil 
found to be constantly frozen in its vicinity, it would 
also be interesting to ascertain whether its bed is 
irosen, or whether the mass of congealed water above 
preserves it from the eftects of the severe cold on the 
surrounding ground. 

It might naturally he ex])ected that Siberia, whicb 
in every part is subject to extreme cold, as compared 
with that of almost any part of our hemisphere, should 
be far behind Europe in its vegetable productioni. 
Yet this is very far from being the case. The liberal 
hand of Nature has compensated the length and 
severity of the winters by a corresiwnding rapidity in 
the progress of maturing vegetation in tlie short sum- 
mers. The intensity of the heat and power of the sun 
is everywhere proportioned to the shortness of its 
duration; so that the period required for grain to 
ripsn in, after being sowed, is here calculated by days 
instead of by weeks. The greater number of hours 
out of every twenty-four that it ia above the horizon 
prevents the ground from getting cold again, as in 
countries where the summer nights are longer. 

Tliat agriculture is not brought to a higher degree 
of perfection, is attributable to a variety of causes, 
independent of climate and weather. Waut of suffi'- 
cient population is one of the principal, and the 
unwiUingness of the natives to adopt any improvc- 
II 2 



100 



CLIMATE OF SIBERIA. 



ments, which they consider uniiecessary and absurd.' 
They are now beginning, in the neighbourhood of 
Tumen and Tobolsk, to use manure, but in no otlier 
part of Siberia. This is done only on lands which 
have never lain fallow perhaps a single year since the 
conquest, or more than two hundred years ago. In 
most places the process of manuring is wholly unknown; 
in others it has proved injurious, from causing the grain 
crops to grow to such a height, that they never have 
time to ripen. The general calculation is, tliat they 
receive in the yield from fifteen to twenty times tl 
quantity sowed. 

At Nertchynsk, the extreme south-eastern part of 
Siberia, the land is so good that it sometimes produces 
sixty times the quantity sowed. But the corn there 
groM's to such a height, as we have been informed, 
that a man on horseback may hide himself in it. 
The consequence is, that if they have white frosts in 
July, which is not uncommon, the ears do not fill, and 
the crop fails entirely. Some volunteer colonists from 
the Ukraine settled, a few yeai-s ago, at Doronysh, on 
the river Ynegoda, and brought with them their heavy 
ploughs, to which they harnessed a couple of oxen, as 
in their own country. In Siberia they use very liglife! 
ones, drawn by one miserable solitary horse. The' 
natives laughed at the new-comers, who soon per- 
ceived that the land was too good, and, instead ot:- 
manure, put a coat of sand and clay upon it. The 
natives then began to cry out against the impiety of 
spoiling good land in this manner; but the result waa, 
that the corn of the Ukrainians did not grow so high 
OB theirs, and thus ripened much sooner, and escaped 
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the effects of the white frosts. The laugh was then on 
their side. 

Great part nf Northern Siheris coneiats of tundra, 
incapable of producing anj^hing but moss. In the 
south-eastern districts, — as, for example, from Tomsk 
to Irkutsk, a distance of fifteen hundred versta, where 
the land is very much raised above the level of the 
sea, and the cold great — rye. of whicli all the bread of 
the common people is made, wheat, oats, buckMhcat, 
hemp, and tobacco, arc grown in great abundance. In 
the more central regions all our European vegetables 
succeed as well as on the southern frontier, but fruit- 
trees are not generally cultivated. A number of wild 
berries, and fruits |>eculiar to the country, are com- 
monly found, and supply, in some degree, the want of 
better sorts. We have, however, seen, in hot-houses, 
many European exotics growing luxuriantly. The oak 
is unknown in Siberia, except in tiie neighbourhood of 
Nertchyusk, and there a stunted kind only; and we 
never met with the nut anywhere, although we fre- 
quently saw both immediately before passing the fron- 
tier. It seems as if Nature had said, at this particular 
point, " So far shalt thou go, and no farther." Tiiey 
are both common enough, again, on this Mongoleae 
frontier; and cray-fish are found there in the river 
Ynegoda, but nowhere else east of tho Ural mou&r 
tains. Though this fish is found iu quantities in the 
waters west of the Ural, the inhabitants of Ekaterin- 
burg have tried in vain to make them breed at a dis- 
tance of only fifteen versts, but on tho eastern side of 
the mountains. From this it has been said, we know 
not how truly, that they cannot live in any river which 
falls into the Icy Sea. 
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The road from Verkhoyftnsk to Uefc-Yansk croese*' 
a ridge of mountains, called the Verkhoyanskaia, and 
IB a branch of the great Yablonnoi chain. It is very 
Bteep, anil rises iii some parts to tlie height of three 
thousand feet above the level of the sea. Tlie country 
about it is exceedingly trisle, and almost uninhabitedl 
but the spot is remarkable, as being the limit beyond 
which the pine and fir do not grow. As the oak and nut 
are common on the extreme eastern boundary of Russia, 
before Siberia commences, so the pine and fir, which 
grow luxuriantly at the southern base of this moun- 
tain, cease as suddenly on ascending it. The dwarfr 
birch is the only tree found to the uortli of thia 
mountain. 

Agriculture has rather retrograded than other- 
wise in some parts of East Siberia. Tiic Russian 
government frequently adopts the principle of our 
anti-protectionists, and while it gives no general 
encouragement to any branch of utility, does what 
is still worse, by granting exclusive rights and privi- 
leges to individuals, in fact discourage the majority. 
This is the case in the district of Nertchynsk, 
where a great deal of land is capable of cultivation, 
and might become extremely productive. No ono 
BOWS more than he calculates will be rec|uisite to 
supply the wants of his family, partly from having no 
facility of transporting Ids grain to a distant market, 
and partly because the administration of the mines 
have a monopoly, and cultivate lands of their own, 
instead of buying from the peasants. They keep, how- 
ever, large flocks of sheep and much cattle. The 
Buratea of one race retain all the nomadic habits of 
their Mongol ancestors, and despise the sedentary life 
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of a fitnncr; but in 1812 tlie government obliged 
tboBe who live beyond the Baikal to sow a deisallM 
and a half of land per head every year (about four 
English acres and a lialf), and they found their advan- 
tage in so doing, yet most of them do little more than 
the law requires. Previously to this period they did 
not cat bread, aud still, for want of ovens to bake it in, 
they boil the grain. 

Even ^hen employed in agriculture, the peasant of 
these regions never forgets his rifle; if he is rich enough 
to poesesa one, it is neeu dangling from his baek on all 
occasions. In every part of Hiberia the common {)eople 
have a passion for the chaase, and in many it is the 
employment of their lives, and their principal means of 
subsistence. There is no word in any other language 
but the Russian, which exprcNscs the meaning we 
intend to convey by the ckasse. In Russian there are 
two wor<l» which comprise, in different Kenses, all that 
can be understood by the term. One is okh6la, which 
Btgnifies exclusively any sort of sporting which is fol- 
lowed, as with us, solely for amusement's sake. The 
other is promyile, which implies tliat tlio person who ia 
engaged in it docs so fur the sake of gaining subsist- 
ence by it, and exercises it as a metier. The first is 
consequently applied only to the amntcur in the upper 
oloMes, while the latter belongs exclusively to tho 
common people, a» procuring for them the necessaries 
of life. Angling for amusement would be called by 
the former name; herring, whalo, peart, or coral fish- 
ing by tho latter. Tlie promysle is a science which it 
requires time and practice to acquire. Killing tho 
roiudcer as they pass tho rivers requires skill and cuu- 
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ning. Tliis is done by means of a tame deer who!*' 
trained for tlic purpose, beliind wliich the chasseur U 
masked, and iires with bis rifle or bow aad arrow on 
the Iierd as they cross. 

The Yukaghires, settled on the banks of the riveiL 
Anuiy, maintain themselves the whole year on the-' 
reindeer they kill in spring and autumn. At these.; 
seasons the poor animals are driven from the forests 
by the musquitoes, and take shelter from tliem in the 
rivers, and even on the sea-coast, where the does 
always produce, and return before winter to their 
homes, having been preceded by the bucks. The 
natives having discovered where a troop has passed 
before, conceal themselves in light canoes under the 
banks, and falling on the herd as they pass, attempt to 
turn them against the stream. "While they are swim- 
ming about, being unable to land on either side, an 
expert matador, as rare here as in Spain, armed with a 
long pike, kills them one after another, till very often 
not a single one escapes. The wives and children 
throw nooses over the horns of the wounded animals, 
and drag them on shore. Still greater art and patience 
is required in catching the beasts, the sale of whose 
skins is the most valuable source of subsistence to the 
natives. 

The bear, the wolf, the black, blue, red, and whit* 
foxes, squirrels, sables, marten cats, beavers, &c. do, 
are generally caught in traps, in order to injure the fue 
as httle as possible. Each of these animals must b«< 
decoyed in a different manner, and by a different bait^ 
and much experience is required to know exactly whafc 
suits each particular kind. The squirrel especially. 



4 



THE SIBEBUN BIFLE. 105 

dianges its tastes continually, and must be treated 
with great nicety. 

Shooting after our manner is never practised here. 
If a peasant sees any one shoot flying, he stands with 
his mouth open, staring with astonishment, not at the 
skill of the sportsman, but at his folly in expending so 
much ammunition, which is exceedingly expensive, on 
a single bird. He believes, as is really the case, that 
more skill is required to shoot with his rifle that carries 
the smallest quantity of powder, and a single ball about 
the size of swan-shot, with that extraordinary precision 
necessary so as not to perforate the fur. In this, per- 
haps, they excel any people living; if they do shoot, 
though they prefer to trap even the black cocky ffclinotteSf 
and coq de bruyerey they always strike the bird on the 
head, and this at a distance of two or three hundred 
paces. They snare even the double becasse^ a bird 
hardly known in England, of which there are periodical 
flights in Russia and Siberia, and which are in our 
estimation superior to any sort of game we are ac- 
quainted with. When they shoot, they approach the 
object first on all fours, and then crawl on their 
stomachs till they are at a proper distance for firing. 
They have usually two rests to their rifle, which they 
fix in the snow or ground when not frozen, and having 
taken a steady aim, rarely, if ever, miss. To an 
Englishman these rifles do appear, to be sure, the most 
most extraordinary machines, and few would have the 
courage to use them. They prove, however, that suc- 
cess depends much more on the skill of the sportsman, 
than the excellence of his arms^ which, indeed, we have 
long since found out in many other countries. We 
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had with ua one of Laucaster's tube guns, for which 
the amateurs M-ould have given more than the prime 
cost, hut more out of curiosity than for use. The 
common rifle barrels are made at Tobolsk, are very 
heavy, and have a very small bore. The groovea are 
round instead of perpendicular, and the ball, which is 
cut instead of cast, is forced in and the edges rounded 
off in ramming down. The lock is large and awkward- 
looking, tlie springs on the outside, that of the cock 
clumsy and not tempered; the wliole machine works 
80 slowly, that you may see tho trigger stop and move 
on again during the progress of the cock towards the 
the pan. The charge does not contain fifty grains of 
powder. In the event of a spring breaking, the chas- 
seur readily replaces it by one of wood, generally of 
larch, which answers his purpose equally well, and he 
is thus independent of the gunmaker. "With all these 
imperfections, as we have said before, they rarely or 
never miss, and always hit an animal, whose fur is pre- 
cious, through the muzzle. Rifles of this sort cost 
here twenty-five roubles, powder five roubles a pound, 
and lead is also dear. 

Those who shoot their game (they are the minority) 
go into the woods in winter, alone, with a stock of 
provisions, consisting of flour merely, and a pot to boil 
it in, which they eat with tho flesh of any animal they 
happen to kill, for almost all are eaten indiscriminatoly. 
A sort of skate, turned up in front, made of a thin 
strip of birch wood, about eight inches wide, and from 
two to three feet long, the under part of which is 
covered with tho skin of an animal with the hair on, 
and the better sort with the ekiu of the reindeer's 
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feet, is placed under the foot, and fastened vntli a etrap 
over the instep. The hair below prevents the man 
from slipping too fast over the snow. His dog and 
gun complete the list of the c/inswur's necessaries. 
As soon as the dog winds nn animal, or is put hy his 
master on the track, he goes away, giving tongue, till 
he comes up wJtli the animal, who takes refuge in a 
tree. Here he stops and begins to bark to let liis 
master know where the game Js, who fixr^s hix rifle 
and shoots it. These people liavo an extraordinary 
sagacity in knowing at once the track of any animal, 
and distinguishing between old and fresh onen, by 
touching the snow and judging from its hardness how 
long the track has been made. 

The promt/sle consisting in setting traps and pit- 
falls is dift'ercntly managed. In the month of October 
the snow has set in in many parts, and fur is in jMjrfee- 
tion: at this season tlio fox and squirrel have their 
long coats, and ttie sable its black points which make 
it more Taluable. The hear requires a fortnight from 
the time it leaves its earth, to bring its skin to perfec- 
tion. To this chofse they go in considerable numbers 
together, often a long distance from home, every one 
with his sledge containing his baggage and provisions, 
to which in attached a sort of pulley, and to which 
they harness tUemselves, and draw their own sledge. 
Their families often accompany them ; at starting they 
chooee an ancient, who becomes the judge and arbiter 
of any differences that may arise among tliem. They 
have also the wooden skates, described above, on 
which they get rapidly over the ground, and often do 
not halt less than tha'c hundred vcrsts from bonier 



106 



LOVE OF BRANDT. 



The first business is to build a but, or to eeareh for the 
one of the year before. The party is then dispersed in 
every direction to yet their traps and form their pit- 
fells, which they go to inspect every morning very 
early, bait them afresh, and take away what is in them. 
The Russians skin the animal at once, and throw away 
the body; the natives take it all to the hut, and con- 
sume the flesh with the exception of that of foxes, 
wolves, and sables. The Russians will condescend to 
eat bears and squirrels, the former of \\'hich we can 
vouch for being excellent. At Christmas the party 
breaks up and goes home to enjoy the festivities of the 
season, and frequent the fairs which are held about 
that time. The industrious return again and stay till 
spring — but these are very rare. On his return home 
the poor chasseur finds -his creditors waiting for him, 
pays his debts if he has been successful, and lays out 
the surplus in brandy, ^^'hen the brandy is all gone, 
he lets himself out to assist the fishermen, with no 
wages but his food. 

Winter comes round again and brings the same 
train of life with it ; if overtaken by illness or old age 
they perish miserably. This custom of spending their 
little all in brandy deprives them of the means of 
fitting themselves out for the chasse, and they must 
have recourse to credit. The petty merchants in the 
towns, Cossacks and priests, keep these wretched 
people in their debt for life. In October they provide 
them with the necessaries for their expedition, and 
drive them as it were to it, being obliged to accom- 
pany them halfway for fear they should return, and 
barter their outfit away for brandy. The conti-act 
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between them is simplo enough. The cJiasieur is pro- 
vided with eveiything on condition of giving up the 
whole of his booty to the purveyor on his return. A 
price is put on the different skins, always in favour 
of the creditor, who repays himself, and gives the 
remainder of the produce to the chasseur. If the 
expedition turns out badly, the poor man*s debt cannot 
be discharged, and then interest accumulates on inte- 
rest, till he has never a prospect of being out of debt 
as long as he lives. The consequence is, that every 
stratagem is adopted to defraud the creditor, not from 
sheer dishonesty, but in order to have wherewithal to 
satisfy the passion for brandy, without which they 
cannot live. In other respects these poor people are 
honest, hard-working, intrepid creatures, and after all, 
with us, when his ship is paid off. Jack is never happy 
till his money is drunk out, and then he goes to sea 
again. It is not so much to be wondered at in the far 
East of Siberia. 

At no great distance from the Icy Sea there is a 
colony of Russians settled there since the first invasion 
of the country, principally on the river Ynedigyrka, 
who have adopted the mode of life of the Yakuts and 
Yukaghires, by whom they are surrounded. They live 
by fishing, and catching the different sorts of foxes 
with which those regions abound. The rascalities to 
which they are exposed from the little merchants with 
whom they have dealings, are of the same description 
as those we have just related ; but in the instance we 
are going to quote, only equalled by the transactions of 
Jew money-lenders in London. Some years ago a 
person of the better sort applied to a tradesman of 
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Yakutsk to make liiin a carved frame for an image of 
St. Nicholas, which he had inherited, and which was 
to he silver gilt. The price was fixed at seventy 
roubles. Tlie follovpiiig year the frame made its 
appearance, aiid the happy proprietor paid the man 
fifty-six skins of white foxee, representing as many 
roubles, and remained still iu his debt fourteen roubles. 
At the end of seven years, during which time the poor 
owner of the saint had paid his creditor ninety skins or 
roubles for principal and interest (the original debt 
being fourteen) the tradesman took forcible possession 
of the image, for which he extorted a bill for twelve 
hundred roubles. Tliis sort of usury is common in 
these distant regions, and the calculation was made in 
the following manner. TLe trader received a fox's 
skin for a rouble, and sold it for two and a-half, conse- 
quently the original debt of fourteen foxes' skins was 
■worth to him thirty-five roubles. Had be laid this 
money out at Yakutsk, he could have made a profit 
of a hundred and fifty per cent, on the Ynedigyrka by 
the transaction, and so on the following year, and nd 
infinitum. According to this calculation he cheated 
himself by only demanding twelve hundred roubles; 
but unfortunately the affair did not go to a court of 
justice, as the usurer was liable to the extreme punish- 
ment of the law, had it been investigated. Besides 
this, there is a strict prohibition for any one to give 
credit to the common people for more than five 
roubles. Whoever breaks through this salutary law, 
has no remedy against his debtor beyond that sum, but 
as usual the law is disregarded. 

Strangely enough, the farmers who have tho right 
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of distilling and sollinj^ Itrandy in these districts an) 
not allowed to sell it to tlie natives; only tho Itussiaiu 
Tuny be poiBoned legitimately. But if the dias$eur 
could not get his 8toclc of brandy, he could not go to 
the chaise, and all conimerco would ceane, aa it 
depends principally on tlio furs, and the misery of the 
peoj)Ie would be a^jfravated tenfold. Tlio ])oor man 
cannot buy it openly at the gin-shop, and is often 
obliged to pay five times the price established by law 
to procure it clandestinely, so that the law only helps 
to ruin hira the faster, and never pre%*eat8 his drinkiog. 
Tlio farmer who contracts with govemmont for the 
monopoly pays a heavy sum for the privilege, which ht 
could not do if lie was not sure that the severity of 
the law would enable him to sell hix brandy at thii 
enormous rate, so that the government gains even- 
tually in revenue, but the law is doubly broken by the 
spirits being sold at all to the chaaieur, and greatly loo 
above the legal price, and the poor people are ruinetl. 
iti tliis way, as is too often the case, the Russian laws 
become a mockery and a curse. 

Of all the Nomadic tribes in this part of East 
Siberia, the Tongnees are the most uncivilized and 
improvident. Descended originally from the Mandt- 
cbus, they have lost all reKemblance with those of the 
present day. Excepting tlio^e nlio live in the vicinity 
of Nertcbynsk, the Tnngiises keep neither horses, 
cattle, nor <Iog8. They Bubsist solely by trapping 
animals for their fur, and in thi' long day-less winter 
are in great nnserj', and reduced to beg from their 
Russian neighbours. Their j/tmttes or huts are pretty 
much of the same description us those of the Kirghis. 
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The skeleton is composed of a few jioles stuck in the 
ground or snow, bent inwards towards each other in 
the form of a cone, and lastened together at the top. 
They are covered with skiua of reindeer, prepared and 
sewed together for the purpose, and the yourte is 
complete. A small gap ia left somewhere or other 
between the poles to enable them to lift up the skins 
in thia part, and this serves for a. door. A large fire 
is made in the centre, and the smoke finds an exit in 
every direction. Their cooking utensils are hung 
across sticks upon the fire, and in winter are filled with 
snow for water. Reindeer and bear skins form both 
bedding and clothing; they generally have a kind of 
sack made of them, which reaches half way up the 
l)ody, and in this they ensconce themselves before going 
to sleep. When not in actual uae, everything is 
buried iu the snow, in order to preserve the hair, 
whicli from want of proper tanning would otherwise 
soon fall off. Tlie yourtes of the richer Tonguses, an 
ancient for example, instead of common poles, have a 
trellis work, and a door which shuts and opens pro- 
perly, the inside lined with leather, and many of them 
have their coffers and furniture, and some articles of 
silver; there is no getting rid of the inconvenience of 
the smoke, however, and a roasting fire on one side, 
and cold air on the other. They possess a stock of 
tame reindeer which supply them with food in winter, 
but the poor will not kill them, except in a case of 
great emergency. 

It is rare for them to encamp more than one day 
on the same spot, but merely from love of locomotion. 
They have no thought for the morrow in any way. 



THEIR MODE OP LIFE. 113 

When their pro visions are consumed, the man goes to 
the chassCy pointing with his finger towards the 
direction he means to take, and making other dumb 
signs by which his wife may know the spot where she 
will find him. As soon as he has set off, she takes up 
the yourte^ puts all their property on the reindeers' 
backs^ and proceeds to the place her husband pointed 
out, which she never fails to discover. The tent is 
then pitched, and everything prepared for the return of 
the husband. If he has been lucky, he brings home 
a piece of flesh for supper, and the dumb motions are 
again employed, to show his wife where the remainder 
is deposited, which it is her business to fetch next day. 
As long as the provisions last, he never does anything 
but eat, smoke, and sleep ; should he kill nothing, he 
comes home without saying a word, sits down by the 
fire, lights his pipe, and then tightening his girdle, goes 
to sleep. The wife and family do the same, and all go 
supperlcss to bed: fastening the belt tight round the 
stomach is supposed to prevent them feeling hunger. 
A Tonguse gives the first animal he kills in the day, 
be it however valuable, to the first person he meets, 
because he attributes his success to this person's luck. 
The Yukaghires who have any Russian neighbours, 
during the two months of the darkness of the Polar 
night, pay them visits to obtain some sustenance, or to 
exchange if possible their skins for tobacco. They 
smoke the strong tobacco of the Ukraine, which they 
mix with sawdust to make it go further. The smoke 
is never suffered to escape from the mouth, but swal- 
lowed, and produces some of the delicious effects which 
the opium-eater enjoys. The whole family, men, 
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women, and cLihlren, begin to smoke as Boon as they 
can walk; the first and only care is the requisite pro- 
vision of tobacco, and if they have any money left, it 
is Bjient in brandy. But they are not solitary drunk- 
ards at leaj^t; every body, even the children in arms, 
share the nectar with them. Both these tribes are 
singularly honest, simple-minded, and good-tempered, 
but if they imagine an injustice is done them, the 
consequences are often fata! to the Cossacks and com- 
missaries of the district. Mr. de Hedenstrom told us 
an anecdote of these savages which would do honour 
to any civilized people. 

The Yukaghires on the Anuiy are on terms of 
intimacy with the Russians of Nijui^KoIynsk. When 
their stock of rein, i. e. flesh of reindeer, is laid in, the 
Russians go and pay them a visit for a week or more, 
during which time they and their dogs are fed gratui- 
tously. When they go away, the Russian begs of his 
host some provision for the journey. The answer is, 
"Help yourself," and the Russian friend has no false 
modesty about so doing, but fills his sledge so that the 
dogs can hardly drag it along. In his turn the Yukit- 
ghire goes into the town, and is hospitably treated the 
first day by his former guest, but after this, he must 
pay for the food of himself and his dogs. Mr. de 
Hedenstrom asked one of them one day, why he did 
not treat the Russians, when they came to pay him a 
visit, in the same manner. His answer was, after a 
moment's reflection, Komou sii/diwy, or. On wliose side 

is the shame? a reply we fear few Cliristians would 

have been ])repared with. 

Wo have said before, that in this part of East 

Siberia, vegetation ceases at the 70th degree of north 
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Ifttltnde. All is tundra and moss lieyond tills; but 
the lakes are larger and more nnmerons, and the marshes 
Btreteh far and wi<le. There is one of these lakes called 
by the Yakuts taaUikh, which signifies full of stones, 
remarkable for a quantity of bitumiuous wood which 
it throws up. Ill it arc found pieces of petrified rosin, 
quite clear like amber, and sometimes containing 
insectfl incrusted in them. It seems, however, to he 
lighter than amber, (we have some specimens of it,) 
and when burned, has nnt the agreeable smell. Great 
quantities of wild-fowl have their haunts here, among 
them two sorts of wild-geese not common in other 
places: one, smaller than the grey wild gooso (firtu) la 
quite white, except the tips of the pinions, which are 
black, and the foot and tibia red. The other is quite 
black, and called in Russian nvmok, because it utters 
no cry in 6jiug: it is the size of a large wild-duclc, 
but in form more round. Two sorts of swans only are 
found here, one large and one small. The large one 
always builds in the woods n^ the tundra; the little 
one always on the tundm, where there is no wood. 
There is a curious little snipe {Trtnga lobaia of Lin- 
ntpus,) the size of & sparrow, and web-footcd. so as to 
be able to swim. It is also found in the Barabinskl 
Steppes. Tlie brigand gull {Lartis parmiticus) frequents 
these parts, Init no others in Siberia. The white 
partridge {Teh-ao hyopns) and white owls, are the only 
birds (not water-fowl) that winter here. The great 
elk (moosdeer of Pennant) pastures on the borders of 
the tundra, but never leaves the woods. They are 
Tery large, one of a year old lH?ing the size of a horse. 
The nrgali (Capra Ammon) are found on the east of the 
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Kolyma, as well as on the Boathern frontier, and moun- 
tains within the Chinese territory. 

Although the northern and eastern parts of Siberia 
are not as productive of minerals, as the mountainons 
districts more south and west, there are many pheno- 
mena, as well as objects of value, found even here 
below the surface of the groimd. The steep banks of 
the rivers and lakes in the vicinity of the sea are often 
composed of alternate strata of earth and ice. The 
strata of ice are horizontal like those of earth, and 
are below them, though some vertical veins are found 
intei-secting the eartliy strata, whicli are probably of 
recent date, and formed by fissures through which the 
water and snow have penetrated. But it seems extra- 
ordinary how these layers, placed in perfectly regular 
order over each other, should have been formed, and 
this too not once, but over and over again to an 
unknown depth. In New Siberia, a little island, of 
twenty-five versts in breadth, is very remarkable from 
a mountain it possesses on its south-eastern coast, 
about two hundred feet high, and quite perpendicular. 
It is composed of alternate horizoutal layers of a 
greyish free-stone, and shining bituminous wood. The 
lower extremity is free-stone. On ascending it, pieces 
of coal are found here and there, resembling willow 
charcoal, and speckled over like flakes of ashes, so 
much so as to have the appearance of being still warm. 
It is, however, so hard, as to be difficult to cut with a 
knife. At the top of the mountain, this bituminous 
wood, which at the bottom is found in horizontal 
layers, is placed perpendicularly, and stands out above 
the u]iper soil, which is the same free-stone as before, 
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like piles which have been regularly driven. In the 
banks of the lakes on the tundra, between the Yana 
and Yynedigyrka are found entire birch-trees, incrusted 
in the soil, roots, bark, and branches all together. The 
natives call them "wood of Adam," to signify their 
antiquity; and use them for fuel. They make no 
flame, and give a good heat. No birch-trees of this 
size are now found growing nearer than three degrees 
of latitude south of the spots where these are depo- 
sited. How were they then brought here? or were 
they once indigenous here, and was the Arctic circle 
once much warmer than it now is ? If so, when and 
why did the change occur? 

But the principal subterranean riches of these 
regions consist in the fossil remains of an animal, 
which we think should be placed in the class of the 
unknown. The name of mammoth has been given to 
it by the Tatars, which is taken from the word mama^ 
signifying in the Thibetan language earthy from whence 
also, probably, our ** mamma," or "mother earth,** is 
derived. The old Chinese archives, Burates and Ton- 
guses speak of it as an animal still existing, but that 
lives concealed in holes in the ground, and dies when 
it sees the sun. From this supposed peculiarity, the 
name of mammoth was given to it. The Chinese 
account is, that it is of the nature of the mouse, 
though as large as an ox or elephant. The Tonguses 
hold it to be a beast of evil omen, and pretend it has 
been seen alive on the isthmus of Tamut, and that all 
the family of those who saw it, died. At last the 
prejudice began to wear off, because the chief who 
found the skeleton now at Petersburg, though he fell 
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ill after it, ultimately recovered. It ia called by natu- 
ralists Elcphas primogenius. Whatever it may be, 
it would appear that Siberia is the country where its 
remains are found in the greatest quantities. They 
are frequently dug up in all tlie north-eastern coast, 
but diniinish in size the farther north, wliile they 
increase also considerably in number. In New Siberia, 
{which he himself discovered, and with the late Em- 
peror's sanction gave its name to,) Mr. de Hedenstrom 
found once ten tusks within the space of a vcrst from 
each other. These remains aro there called horns, 
thongli they, in fact, proceeded from the jaw, and are 
therefore properly tusks, though of a somewhat different 
form from those of the living elephant. The ivory of 
which they are made is very valuable ; we Iiave seen 
hundreds of them; in shape they aro always circular, 
bending inwards, so as to form three quarters of a 
circle. The size and weight varies; near the mouth 
of the Ldna they have been found weighing twelve 
pud, or 482 pounds English, while in the islands of the 
Icy Sea they rarely exceed three pud. 

In this region, as wo have remarked, alternate \ 
strata of earth and ice are found to an unknown depth, 
and the soil itself is always frozen. On the banks of 
the rivers in these localities, the fossil remains are 
generally deposited. Vast fissures created by the 
snow and water, which penetrate the upper crust, 
cause large masses of earth and ice to become detached, 
when these monstrous remains burst forth again from i 
their hiding-place, after a lapse of years winch no one 
pretends to count. By this means the most perfect 
Bpecimen that has ever been found, came to liglit. 
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which is now in the Museum at Petersburg, in a small 
room alone with an elephant, which is comparatively a 
dwarf by its side. Whether it was so placed to prove 
that it is not an elephant, 

Qualia nuno^ — producit corpora tcllus, 

we know not ; but for the contrast it cannot be better 
situated. It was found on the eastern bank of the 
L^na, in a mass of earth and ice, which had discon- 
nected itself; and lay for some years before any notice 
was taken of it. The head was first seen, and the 
ivory became the prey of the lucky individual who 
discovered it in 1799, and who did not trouble himself 
to disentomb the body. It so happened that a Mr. 
Adams, an Englishman attached to the Imperial 
Academy of Science at Petersburg, who accompanied 
Count Golofkyn in his embassy to China in the early 
part of 1805, took the opportunity of making a tour 
in this district in order to prosecute his scientific 
researches. He heard at Yakutsk of this discovery 
having been made by an ancient of the Tonguses, 
who had sold the ivory to an agent of a merchant of 
the name of Papof, and who sent the tusks, with the 
drawing of the animal, to his employer, at whose house 
Mr. Adams saw it. He lost no time in getting to the 
spot, where he found the skeleton almost entire, 
together with part of the under side of the flesh, 
which was so fresh that the bears and dogs had already 
devoured a great portion of it. By dint of consider- 
able labour he removed the remainder of the flesh, 
and cleared the carcase ; the under part being still 
embedded in ice and earth, was saved from the beasts 
of prey. One of the fore-legs was broken oflj but 
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found afterwards ; eight vertebrae of the dorsal spine, 
only, out of about thirty, were perfect ; one scapula, 
tlie other was found afterwards ; the basin, and three 
other extremities, still held together by the ligaments, 
and about half the akin remained. The head was 
covered with a dry pellicule, and one car, which waa 
pointed, and therefore different from those eitlier of 
the existing elephant or sea-horse, was well preserved, 
with some tufts of hairs on it. Adams thought the 
pupil of the eye distinguishable; but it is doubtful 
whether it is more than a dry film which is visible. 
No trunk or tail were found; but some naturalists 
imagine that the places for the insertion of the muscles 
of the proboscis are discernible on the skull. The 
point of the lower lip was unfortunately clipped off by 
Mr. Adams, and the upper one had been completely 
destroyed, so as to lay bare the grindei-s, which are not 
carnivorous. 

A long anatomical description is given by Tilesius, 
in the fifth volimio of the Annals of the Academy of 
Sciences of Petersburg, to which we refer any one 
who wishes a more complete account of it. Cuvier 
has also given some description of it, and does not 
agree in all Tilesius advances on tlie subject, though 
he wrote with the animal before him, and Cuvier never 
saw anything but a very inaccurate drawing of it. 
Tilesius says, the jaws are of an irregular fomiation, 
and the grinders complex, or composed of several 
lamellous grinders, adhering together, as in no other 
animal ; that they are distinguished by their enamel, and 
divided into perjtendicular septa. The foot resembles, 
in some respects, that of the elephant, but the sole is 
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larger and more rounded, as if by the weight of the 
body it had to support: the interstices between the 
hoofisi and toes, of which there are five, are also similar 
in the two animals. These, though distinct in the 
skeleton, were united into one mass by a homy mem- 
brane when the animal was alive, but in such a man- 
ner that the points of the toes were barely visible in 
the hoofs, shortened off to the edge of the foot. The 
skull is without bony orbits, and distinguished by a 
nasal cavity or vault in the forehead, furnished with 
little cells, and extended forward with tubulous 
sockets to the anterior part of the tusks. 

Mr. Adams does not appear to have made an 
anatomical comparison of it and the common elephant, 
as far as the skull, vertebra?, and feet, are concerned. 
Some naturalists doubt its ever having had a tail, and 
whether the os coccygis exists; but it is not probable 
so necessary an appendage should have been wanting. 
It might have been small, like that of the rhinoceros, 
as well as that of the mastodon, especially if, as wo 
believe, the animal frequented water-courses and 
marshy ground. The height of the skeleton, before it 
was cased up again in the stuffing and skin, was nine 
feet four inches; the length, sixteen feet four inches; 
the length of the tusks, nine feet six inches along the 
curve, and only three feet seven inches from the root 
to the point, owing to their remarkable curvature: the 
two weighed three hundred and sixty pounds, and with 
the head four hundred and fourteen pounds. There 
were very few brains in the skull, and they were quite 
dried up. The horns are much harder than common 
ivory to turn, and of a different colour : wo have seen 
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some weighing near seven puds each, and twenty feet 
long- A good deal of the hair remained on the 
animal when found; it is the colour of the camel's; 
and there are three distinct coatings, the undermost 
about an inch and a half long, thick and curly; then a 
Gort of bristle, from three to four inches long, of a dark 
reddish colour; and then some strong bristles, from 
twelve to eighteen inches long, thicker than horse-hair. 
Besides this, it had a long mane. The skin is half an 
incli thick, of a dark grey colour, not unlike the com- 
mon elephant's: it appeal's to be bullet-proof. About 
a pud of loose hair was found detached from it; and 
Bome idea may be formed of the weight of the skin, 
when we state that it required ten men to carry it 
about a mile to Mr. Adams's lodgings. The vertebrte 
of the back were longer than those of the elephant, 
and the neck short. The Tonguse who first found it 
entire said that it looked as if it had been very well 
fed, as it had a paunch down to its knees, another 
reason for supposing it inhabited wet and marsliy 
places. Mr. Adams purchased what he supposed to 
be the tusks; but, as they had beeu removed so long 
before, it may be doubtful whether they were the 
identical ones that belonged to it. The whole was 
sent to Petersburg, and is very well ])reserved in the 
Museum there. Mr. de Ilcdenstrom collected a great 
number of similar tusks and bones at Ust-Yansk, but, 
having no means of carrying away such bulky articles, 
he broke them up, and took out the marrow, which he 
put into sacks. It melted, however, in one night, in a 
hot room, without any unpleasant odour. 

Let us examine on what grounds the animal is 
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called an elephant. We are aware that thia alludes 
to the tfenm, and not the species, and that many of the 
fossil remains of rhinoceroses, elephants, el id genus 
omney are of a ditFerent apecies to those now existing. 
Indeed, no fossil remains of any extinct aniniftls are 
completely identical with living sjiccimens. The 
elephant, at the present day, is a native of tropical 
climates; hut it is prwhahle that he can live perma- 
nently under a moderate temperature. Siheria. then, 
must once have enjoyed at least a moderate climate, if 
the thousands of the mammothfl, supposing them of 
the elephant genus, which are no frequently deposited 
there, lived and died wlicre they are found. Did, 
then, the revolution cauawl by the Deluge, or some 
subsequent sudden agency, change the seasons so 
entirely, that tlio arctic circle, which had previously 
buen what the torrid or temperate zone now in, on tlie 
retiring of the waters, became suddenly the region of 
extreme cold, as we find it in our days? Cuvier was 
decidedly of opinion, tliat tlie stratn where theso 
remains arc found were instantaneously frozen. Hum- 
boldt does not think tliis necessary. No one, at nil 
event*, doubts that they have remained pretty much 
in the same condition as we now find them, ever since 
the animals were deposited there, and that the tem- 
perature has undergone no change since that period. 
That they should have been washed with the alluvial 
matter from a considerable distance to the southward, 
by one of the great floods to which the rivers in Siberia 
are subject, is very probable. That, from the rivers 
being still frozen near their mouth, while in their 
upper course there was ruiming water, and tliat they 
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were stopped by the ice, and deposited there, is also 
very probable. But we see no reason to suppose tliat 
tbe southern parts of Siberia, from whence only the 
watei-s could have brought them, were ever of a suffi- 
ciently high temperature to enable the mammoth to 
have existed in them, always supposing him to have 
been of the elephant genus. That they are occa- 
sionally found in other places may possibly be the 
effijct of some accident, which has conveyed them 
from any distance, however great; but the immense 
and unkno^vn quantities still deposited in Siberia 
would lead us to conclude that their general residence 
was there. 

Frequent deposits of the bones of the Etephas 
pi'imigcnius arc found in the British isles, and espe- 
cially on the south-eastern coast, at the bottom of the 
sea, in the valleys between what have been mountain 
ranges at some period of time. It is no uncommon 
occurrence for fishermen in these parts, when dragging 
for cod or turbot, literally to catch elephants; and there 
is every reason to imagine the animals to which the 
bones belonged, perished in the spots where they are 
found. Whatever was the cause of this race becoming 
extinct, and there is no reason for seeking for any 
extraordinary agency to effect it, or to suppose that 
they became extinct all at once, it is highly probable 
that it occurred antecedently to the creation of mau. 
It is also highly probable that our island then formed 
part of the great European continent, and that one of 
the great changes in the distribution of laud and water, 
which are still going on, severed us from it. It is 
singular, that while so many bones of this animal are 
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found in Great Britain, very few of the defenses have 
been discovered, while in Siberia they are in such 
abundance. This may be owing to the frozen state of 
the ground there, which has preserved them from decay 
and decomposition. 

Of the occasional migration of animals there can be 
no dispute; and we even think it possible that the 
mammoth bones found in other parts of Siberia itself, 
but in small numbers, may be those of some of them 
who have wandered out of their native country and 
perished. Wilkinson says, that in Egypt, many animals 
and plants which were formerly common in the 
northern parts, have ceased to exist there, of which the 
crocodile is one, and the hippopotamus is no longer 
found in Lower ^Ethiopia. A few years ago one 
wandered into Nubia, below the second cataract, and 
another even to Damietta, where the people were as 
much astonished at seeing him, as he was at finding 
himself there. 

We have alluded, in the course of these pages, to 
other animals similarly found out of their latitudes, but 
all these are individual cases, and cannot apply to the 
mammoth in the north of Siberia, though it may 
account for his remains being found in other places. 
The Petersburg specimen was found on the banks of 
the Lena, in a casement of ice, covered with a layer of 
moss and friable earth, fourteen inches thick, forty-two 
feet below the surface of the ice; and it is only there, 
and on the coasts of the Icy Sea, and to the north- 
east, that they are found in immense numbers. It is 
only of late years that it has been doubted they were 
brought from the south, and the only arguments used 
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about it were, as to how they got there. One Iiypo- 
thesis was, that the action of the retiring waters of the 
Flood brought them from tropical latitudes, and 
deposited them in Siberia. This is an absurdity on the 
face of it. None we believe have ever been found near 
the equator, certainly not south of it, and why shoukl 
the whole race at the time when it became extinct, 
have been convej-ed in one direction, and comparatively 
almost to the same spot? Moreover, although the 
animal might have been preserved any length of time 
in the frozen crust, where it is now discovered, we 
suspect that in its journey up from a wanner climate, 
the progress of decomposition would have been rapid 
enough, and the bones and tusks have sunk to the 
bottom. According to the theory of rotation, the 
moving force tends towards the centre, and conse- 
quently objects should have been carried from the 
poles towards the equator, rather than vice vei-sd. 
The winds, therefore, must have been very strong, and 
constantly from the south, to have home the animals 
against the current in a northern direction. But such 
an hypothesis is too absurd to require an answer. 

The mammoth in the Museum at Petersburg, may 
fairly be considered a small specimen, as there are 
tusks often found, weighing double what these do. 
They are of a different form to those of the common 
elephant, the hair of quite another sort, and the ele- 
phant has no mane as this had. These, some particu- 
larities in the structure of the jaws and feet, and the 
want of a proboscis, form striking points of dissimili- 
tude between them. 

We do not mean to assert positively that it never 



THE MAMMOTH. 127 

possessed a trunk, but it may be allowed to doubt 
where there is no absolute proof. Oken, the great 
German naturalist, says, '' it differed more from the 
common elephant than the ass from the horse. That 
it had no proboscis, (though the lips were bitten off,) 
would give it an affinity to the sea-horse; that it had 
a mane, and was protected by its hair against the effects 
of cold, and had pointed ears, makes it agree neither 
with the elephant nor sea-horse. What are we to say 
to ail this r 

The hair and mane would seem to belong to an 
animal inhabiting cold places, perhaps waters and water- 
courses, as we have suggested. If it was purely an 
herbivorous animal, it could not have found subsistence 
in the regions where it is now deposited, for nothing 
but moss grows there, nor would it have done so in the 
south of Siberia, as it now is. But although its anato- 
mical structure were ever so similar to that of the 
elephant, its habits, food, and residence, may haye been 
very different to those of the living animal. There 
would then be no difficulty in supposing him an inha- 
bitant of the country where his remains are found in 
the greatest numbers, and the thickness of his skin, 
covered as it is with three coats of warm clothing, 
would favour the idea of nature having thus guaranteed 
him against the effects of cold. But if ho lived prin- 
cipally in the water, what became of him in winter, 
when all the rivers and water-courses were frozen up ? 
Did he then retire to the caves where the Chinese 
consider his abode was ? 

Is it going too far to suppose it possible, under the 
presumption that this part of Siberia is now much 
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colder than it once was, that, at tlie time when the 
animal existed in ^reat numbers here, the rivers were 
not frozen to the extent they now are, and that, when 
this great increase of cold took place, which caused 
the rivers to be frozen up half the year, (and if the 
change was sudden, bo much the better for our argu- 
ment), that the mammoth was thus driven out of his 
usual abode and perished ? Peter the Great, who Coxe 
justly observed, was a great monarch ■without being a 
great naturalist, supposed the fossil elephant remains 
to be those of the aninial^j who perished in the wars of 
Alexander the Great, who is said to have crossed the 
Don. Some few have been found south of Moscow, 
near Worouesclu The different opinions of many 
eminent naturalists upon the subject, leave it so far 
unsettled, that a theory more or less, where all may be 
wrong, is perhaps allowable. Although the arguments 
now are on the whole strongly in favour of their having 
been formerly indigenous in Siberia, Pallas, a great 
authority, when he had seen the remains actually dis- 
interred, retracted this opinion, which he had previously 
adopted. He then supposed them to have been brought 
to the Bjjots where they now lie, by some great flood of 
water, especially as they are often found surrounded by 
various mariue productions*. But although it is clear 

• Les rivieres qui desceiideut de la pcnte urieutale des Monts 
Ural tnontrent souvcnt dcs os melfe dc produita marina. Falla'^ lea a 
viis pres dc I'Iscte avev des glussupetrea, dcs pyrites, ct sous difier- 
entea couchea d'urj^le, de sables, d'ucre, &c, et ii Verkoturio pres do la 
Tiira 01^ Stellcf en avoit dt-jti trouv^ encore avcc dea glussop^trea et 
duB Li'lemnitcs. II en n nusai detach^ le lon;^ de I'lrtiacli dons ua 
BaLle pur m£16 de coqiiilles. Ila sc troiivent jietcmulu uiuvoDt avea 
dcs debris d'aniinaiix luarina, tcis que eoquilkgoa ou autres, dont una 
parlic se sont aussi atlaclieca dti^iis. I.e tetiiuigna^e pusitif de 
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that water has passed oyer them for an indefinitely 
long period, they offer no marks of having been car- 
ried along by it, which must have been visible on 
the extremities at least. If, according to Cuvier's 
idea, they were suddenly frozen up, this could not 
be; but the skeleton at Petersburg is sufficient to 
disprove it. 

On the western coast of the isle of Laikhof, the 
remains are most numerous, so as to form as it were 
the ground-work of the island; and although there have 
been constant removals of them during eighty summers, 
there is no apparent diminution in the number. After 
a long continuance of easterly winds, the bank in which 
they are embedded becomes exposed, and a large supply 
is cast up, seemingly from the bed of the sea. The 
great skeleton was found sixty paces from the coast, 
and one hundred from the ice-berg from which it fell, 
and which was from a hundred to a hundred and fifty 
feet high. But this was a casual thing, and not a 
general deposit. A long lapse of years has doubtless 
been required to make these accumulations; and if, 
as Cuvier thinks, the era of carnivorous animals is 
later than that of the mammoth tribe, the period 
of the existence of the latter may be removed to 
an unlimited distance, and the ordinary course of 

Pallas, celui de Fortis et de bcaucoup d'autres ne pcrmet pas de 
douier que cette derniere circonstanco n'ait souvcnt lieu, quoiqu'elle 
ne s'observe pastoujours. Les coquilles, les millepores, et les produc- 
tions marines, qui se sont fixees sur quelques uns de ces os, prouvent 
d ailleurs qu'ils sont restes au fond du liquidc. Cc qui est bien 
remarquablo encore, c'est qu'on les trouvent souvent dans on sous 
des couches reroplies de corps raarins commo coquilles, glossop^tres, 
etautrcs. — Cuvier, UUt. Natnr, 

K 
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nature, tlio general agent in all matters of this kind, 
19 amply sutRcient to account for the apparent plie- 
nomena. 

These regions of Siberia have preserved some other 
animals, as little known as the one we have described. 
TliG heads only have been discovered ; one of them is a 
little longer than that of a reindeer, the teeth herbivo- 
rous, and the antlers large and branching. The skull 
is covered with a coat of horn, which has a sort of 
furrow hollowed out of the surface of the skull, down 
the centre. The two divisions in the horn, thus 
formed, taper down to a point in the direction of where 
the neck appears to have been set on. Ttie interior of 
this horny coating is yellow, with veins of a yellowish 
brown, and when sawn has all the appearance of a knot 
of birch-wood. One of these is also in the Museum at 
Petersburg, and was presented at Mr. de Hedenstrtim's 
suggestion to the late Emperor, by a merchant of Ust- 
Yansk, who received for it a gold medal, attached to 
the riband of St. Anne. The other head is 3H inches 
long, 12;^^ broad. The forehead high, but flat, the 
muzzle turned downwards and indented with regular 
seams of bony raised points, not very different to the 
thorn-like points on the protuberance of the Missouri 
leviathan. With this is found a thing which looks 
more like the talon of a large bird, than the horns of 
an animal. The longest wo have seen is 35 inches. 
Tho surface is flat, and pointed underneath in the 
shape of a triangle. The substance has the smell of 
Lorn, but can be split down in perpeuilicular strips. 
Tho Yukagliires make use of them to give elasticity to 
their bows. They inlay a strip all along the bow in the 
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same way the other tribes do the horn of oxen, or a 
piece of whalebone. But their bows carry much 
farther than the others. They believe it to have been 
a bird of miraculous size, and the Yakuts pretend to 
have found a quill of it large enough to make a quiver 
for their arrows. 

An immense fossil crane, fifteen feet high, is said 
to have been found also in North America. Dr. 
Kyber, who accompanied Baron Wrangel as a natura- 
list in his voyage of discovery, considers this to bo 
the head of a rhinoceros, and that accidental circum- 
stances had changed the shape of the horns. But 
the difference between the length and breadth of 
this head does not tally with that of the rhinoceros. 
The tusks of that animal, too, are conical, not flat 
and triangular, nor knotty, or of a yellowish green 
colour inside. 

The rivers which belong entirely to East Siberia, 

and do not touch the western division at all, are very 

numerous, and form not only a remarkable feature in 

that country, but from their great length and breadth, 

and the area they cover, stand in the first, if not the 

very first rank, among all the rivers of the globe. 

We have already mentioned the OV in our notice 

of the rivers of West Siberia, its source being in 

the Altai mountains, whence it takes a north-eastern 

direction, and at last falls into the Icy Sea, not 

far from Nova Zembla. It has been improperly 

called the largest river of the old continent, whereas 

the L^na has a much longer course than it, and 

much longer in reality than geographers generally 

ascribe to it. 
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The Lena rises in the mountains which border ou 
the lake Baikal, and takes almost immodiatel/ a 
northern direction, and after receiving a great number 
of tributary streams falls hy five branches into the Icy 
Sea. From its course being very sinuous, it is much 
longer than is apparent in calculating it by degrees of 
latitude: its length is 5000 versts, or about 3300 miles, 
and its breadth, for some distance near Yakutsk, seven 
versts. In the last work of Davis on China it is stated 
that the river Kt'ang is tlie third river in the world in 
point of size, coming after the Mississippi and Amazon, 
that it is upwards of three miles wide, and 2400 long, 
or fifteen times greater than the Thames. According 
to Humboldt's calculation the course of the Amazon is 
precisely that of the Lena, 3300 miles. The Missis- 
sippi has certainly no rival in the length of its course, 
which from its rise in the 49th parallel of latitude, to 
its fall into the Gulf of Mexico in the 29tb, embraces 
a distance of nearly 5000 miles. It bears, however, 
no proportion in width to the Lena, for even after its 
junction with the Missouri the two together are not 
above three miles wide, and the average is not more 
than three quarters of a mile. Our infonnation in 
Siberia concerning the Lena is confirmed by Dobell, a 
very good authority, from his having followed its 
course the whole length two or three times. He says 
its length, frotn its source to Yakutsk, is 2600 versts, 
and from thence to the sea 2370, and receives in its 
course sixty rivers and torrents. He cannot well be 
mistaken, and he quite agrees with what we heard 
ourselves. The Kiang is equalled by many Siberian 
rivers. 
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The confluents of the L^na are themselves very 
considerable. The Vityme, Oldkma, Aldan, Viluiy, 
are among its tributaries, each of them having a course 
of many hundred miles. The Viluiy falls into it about 
300 versts below the town of Yakutsk, and its name 
signifies that it has many turnings. It has several 
cataracts, which are unusual here, and though inqwr- 
fectly known, is supposed to contain many objects of 
interest to the naturalist. Some years ago Professor 
Laxmann discovered in it two stones with which 
science was previously unacquainted. The one M'as 
named the Viluiyothe or Idioci^ase, the other, which 
we possess, the Olintholite. The latter is a yellowish 
green garnet, and remarkably hard. In the neigh- 
bourhood of this river are some large mountains of 
transparent mineral salt, and several fountains of salt- 
water. These mines, however, are not worked from 
want of population, and from there being other mines 
on the river Kuta, which also falls into the Lena, 
above the town of Kirinsk, which fully supply the 
province of Yakutsk with this necessary article of 
existence. At the point where the Viluiy falls into 
the Lena, is the rendezvous of the fishermen, who salt 
their fish there, before it is distributed over that vast 
province. 

There are said to be found occasionally in the 
L^na a sort of sterlet, which have all the appearance of 
the common fish of that name, which become poison- 
ous to those who eat them; and that the fact of a fish 
that possesses these properties being able to exist, is 
clearly proved from the circumstance of all the fish 
here being taken alive in nets. Tlie Lena, through a 
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great part of its course, is surrounded by liigh moun- 
tainSy which come close down to its banks. The 
neighbourhood, for the most part, is very thinly peo- 
pled, and it is rare to meet with any other habitations 
than the post-houses which are regularly established 
throughout 
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Between four and fivo hundred vcrsts below the town 
of Kirinsk, and almost at the point where the govern- 
ment of Yakutsk commences, the Vityme, a very large 
river, falls into the Lena. From hence northward the 
ground is frozen the whole year round to a greater or 
less depth. The Vityme at its mouth is wider than 
the L^na. At no great distance from it are tlie mines 
of sludot & transparent mica^ or talc, known by the 
name of Russian glass. It is found sometimes in 
lamina: two feet square, and is used in many houses 
instead of common glass. These mines belong to a 
merchant who employs a great number of workmen in 
excavating them, and though this mineral is found in 
many other parts of Siberia, it is nowhere else worked 
in any great quantities. Near the village of Olek- 
inynsk, between six and seven hundred versts further, 
on the left bank of the Lena, the Olekma falls into it. 
At this point the Lena is already three versts broad. 
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The source of the Aldan is not very far from those of 
the Vitymc and Oleknia, and in this neighbourhood 
are caught the best sables, which, from the convenience 
of water communication, are sent to the more distant 
markets, In summer the water conveyance down the 
L^na is rapid and agreeable, and the views jjrescnted 
by the mountains often very picturesque, but the 
ascent is proportionably slow. 

In the vicinity of Yakutsk they have a curious 
■way of measuring the distances by laud, which appears 
to be peculiar to this people; the Kirghis have some- 
thing analogous, but not simitar to it. As the old 
German mode of reckoning distance was by time (the 
stiinde), so do the Yakuts calculate by the time required 
to boil their food in cauldrons with which each yourte 
is furnished. This consists of the bark of fir and larch, 
which does instead of bread, not the outside, but a 
thin inner pellicule, which grows between the outer 
bark and the wood, and which marks every year the 
growth of the tree. This takes an hour to boil in 
these cauldrons, and the distance which can be per- 
formed in this time is called hetisse. They have the 
heusse on foot and on horseback, which are of course 
veiy different. It must always be a most inaccurate 
■way of judging of distances, as it must vary according 
to the state of the roads, and the speed of horse and 
man. 

Tlie Yana is another very large stream, which has 
a parallel course with the Lena, and falls also into the 
Icy Sea. It rises in the Verkhoyanskaia Mountains, 
■which we have before mentioned, a little distance from 
wliich there was, fifty years ago, a silver mine that ■was 
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worked, and from whence the ore was sent to a foun- 
dry on the Aldan; it has, however, been abandoned 
from the difficulty of transport. The Ynedigyrka, 
the Kolyma, and Anadyr, are the other very large 
rivers of the north-eastern region, and the Anuiy also 
falls into the Sea of Okhotsk, as well as the latter, 
after traversing a vast line of country. There are 
many others which, in any other part of the old world, 
would be immense, but which are here little regarded 
from there being so many of much greater extent. 

The tribes who inhabit the north-east and western 
divisions, may be divided into four principal ones, 
exclusive of other smaller ones in the islands belonging 
to the north-eastern parts, and the purely Russian 
population, Yakuts, Tonguses, Yukaghires, and Tchuk- 
tches. The former are divided into communities, 
which are governed by golovds and knaizetzes or an- 
cients. The first are chosen among the second, and 
they from and by the common people; all, however, are 
subject to provincial commissaries appointed by the 
Russian government. From the resemblance between 
the Russian word knd^ or prince, and knaizetz^ the 
latter got the title of highness in Russia, but the 
Yakuts before the Russian conquest even never had 
independent princes. The title of golovcU on the con- 
trary, being one of very slight importance in Russia, 
they were placed below the knaizetzes^ though at home 
they enjoy much higher rank and authority. From 
the similarity of some Turkish and Yakut words, they 
are supposed to be of Turkish origin, but all that is 
known of them is, that they formerly inhabited the 
country much farther south about the Angara; that 
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tliey were expelled ft-om it by the Burates, aud took 
refuge iu tlieir present abode. They call themselves 
Saklta, or Sakhalt/ in the plural, aud the meaning of the 
word Yakut given them by the Ruasiatis is not known. 
As the Amur is called by the Mongols Sakhalieii Ula, 
it wouhl seem as if there is Boino connexion between 
them. They are a more sedentary i>eople than most 
of their neighboui-s, and only migrate to find fresh 
pasture for their cattle once a year. Their summer 
huts are made of birch Imrk, of which strips are sewed 
togetiier with horsehair. Iu autunui they return to tlioir 
wooden sheds in the forests adjacent to the meadows 
where the hay ia made and stacked up. These are 
coyered over with a tliick coating of cowdung, which 
keeps thom warm, and tliey are not troubled with tlie 
smoke, from having chimneys which carry it away. 
These are wooden pipes well guarded from the fire by 
a tliiek plaster of clay and cowdung. The hut con- 
tains one window, always to the right of the entranee, 
which is filled up with a large block of transparent ice, 
which they scrape clean from the rime frost whicli 
attaches itself to it, when the pipe is stopped uj) at 
night. Their usual beverage in summer is the htmt/sse, 
made of fermented mares-milk, which the Kirghis also 
drink, and their food consists of the thin under skin 
of the larcli or fir boiled with fresh milk or curds, 
The richer classes eat butter and fat with it; many of 
them have a hundred cows and horses. The cold pre- 
vents their keeping sheep, goats, i)igs, or poultry. 
Close to the Frozen Ocean, they have neither ]»asturage, 
cattle, nor horses, iu lieu of which they keep a large 
stock of dogs for their fishing exjiuditions, and in the 
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breedini^ season they take a great quantity of wild 
fiiwls" eggs. Hunting and fisliing enable them to pay 
their taxes, and purchase some few necessaries of life. 
Those who Uve far from the towns, and who should 
naturally lie less civilized, jiossess many virtues and 
good qualities, which those whose partial civilizatiou 
has created for thorn wants whieli it cannot supply 
have lost. These jKiople consequently are not ashamed 
of practising many villanics in order to obtain wliat 
have become necessaries to them, and are happily 
unknown to their more remote brethren. They have 
certain superstitions, which are eo singular as to be 
worth relating, of which we shall, however, ennuierato 
only one or two. 

The flesh of the gd'uuitle, or white (tartridge, very 
common in all the northern parts of Europe and Asia, 
is of a much whiter colour than that of any other sort 
of game. These i>eoplo imagine they know why it 
has monopolized so much of tliis whiteness, which 
other birds possess in such small quantities. Their 
belief is, that it was formerly one of the largest birds 
in creation, and that being very proud of its size and 
force, it yielde<l to no creature in rank and consequence. 
One day in its flight it met the Tang-ara, one of their 
divinities, in mid-air, and being of a large size, it would 
not make way for the god, and as a murk of contempt, 
bmshed him with his wing in )iassing. To punish this 
arrogance, its white flesh was immediately distributed 
sininng all the other birds, and from ttiat time it has 
on!y boon of the size we now find it. 

Another e«|uaUy ridiculous notion, and which tlioy 
show their faith in by constantly acting up to it in 
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summer, is, that there are certain stones, which have 
the faculty of troubling the air, or producing a sudden 
change in the temperature. This is an ancient super- 
stition, and probably waa so generally adopted, that 
more than a hundred years ago, in the reign of the 
Empress Anne, an ukase Mas issued, prohibiting, under 
severe penalties, the use of these stones. All classes 
at Yakutsk, both hi(,'li and low, are firmly persuaded 
that they have the power of producing at will rain or 
cool wind, for neither more nor less than nine suceeK- 
sive days, when the proper forms are gone through to 
procure it. The stone must be well authenticated as 
having been found in the stomach of an animal; the 
more savage the beast, the more efficacious is the stone, 
80 that one found in a bear is the most highly prized; 
then that in a wolf, &c., &e. ; a horse, or any domestic 
animal, considerably less so. It is called the *.««/«, and 
the manner of using it is simple enough, and has no 
pretension to sorcery, or any of the black arts, like 
their professors, who pretend to divine the future des- 
tinies of their dupes. To procure rain, the person 
must rise before the sun, and the instant he catches a 
glimpse of it above the horizon, dip tlio stone in spring 
water, and holding it between the thumb and fore- 
finger of the right hand, present it to the orb of day. 
At the same time he must make three pirouettes in 
the direction opposite to that of the course of this 
luminary, and the charm is completed. In order to 
obtain a cool wind for nine days, the ssatti must be 
dipped in the blood of a bird or beast recently killed, 
and presented to the sun with the same turnings as 
before. All Ihosc who travel in this country in the 



SUPERSTITIONS. 141 

Slimmer, are tormented by the heat and insects, which 
are almost intolerable. As soon as they leave a town, 
they send a Yakut, with the commission to find some 
one who possesses this treasure, and when he is found, 
for a few ounces of tobacco the process is gone through 
the following morning, and the traveller has nothing 
more to fear for nine days from the heat or musquitoes. 
We possess one of these charmed pebbles, which was 
given to Mr. de Hedenstrom by a golotd of Verk- 
hoyansk, and was found in the paunch of a wolf. It 
is a round piece of quartz, not transparent, about the 
size of a marble, which possibly had been washed in 
some mountain stream for centuries, till it became 
perfectly smooth and round, and was swallowed by a 
wolf who came to drink. Its virtues, however, have 
never been tested since it went out of the golovd's 
possession; but Mr. de Hedenstrom is convinced of 
the man's sincerity, when he assured him it was found 
in a wolf. That this superstition is of very ancient 
date, and is derived from the Huns, we have the 
authority of Gibbon, who says that Attila was dreaded, 
not only as a warrior, but as a magician, and that he, 
by this means, vanquished the Khan of the Geougen. 
The fears of the Geougen had reference to some such 
apparent act of sorcery as this, for they believed that 
the Huns could excite at pleasure storms of wind and 
rain. This phenomenon is stated in the history of 
Tiinur Beg to have been produced by a stone called 
geziy to whose magic power the loss of a battle was 
also ascribed by the Mahometan Tatars of the four- 
teenth century. 

The Tonguses are one of the most numerous 
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tribes, and are 8cattere<l over a great extent of country. 
Some are settled in the districts about tlie sea of 
Okhotsk, and are called Lamutes, from tl'.e word lam, 
■which signifies sea. Tliey are of Mandtehii origin, and 
their dialect ilitiers but little from it; their religion is 
that of the Dalai Lama of Thibet. The Yukaghires, a 
nomadic tribe, are found near the Icy Sea, between 
the rivers L^na and Kolym;!. They were formerly a 
much more numerous nation, called (_)mok8, and quitted 
their country towards the end of the aeventoentli cen- 
tury on account of the ravages of the smaIl-|iox, of 
"which vast numbers perished. They are said to havo 
passed the Icy Sea ■with their reins, and to have found 
an asylum in the islands at the mouth of the Yana 
and Ynedigyrka. Some probable remains of the jjoles 
of which their 7/ottrlcs were made, have been discovered, 
and as there are a great number of islands yet unex- 
plored, they may possibly still exist in some of them, 
or have even proceeded to the continent of America. 

There is little difference between the customs of 
the Yukaghires and Tonguses. A few of them wlio 
lost their reins settled on the upper and lower Anuiy 
rivers, which fall into the Kolj-m^, near the town of 
Nijni-Kolynsk, where Wrangel mentions the thermo- 
meter to have fallen on the 5th of Januar;- (o - 67°. 
They have forgotten their natural idiom, and speak 
Russian ; they arc only about three hundred. We 
Iiave before mentioned their manner of killing the 
M-ild-deer. The Tchuktchcs nominally apjiertain to 
the province of Yakutsk, but are in reality an inde- 
pendent tribe, numbering ten thousand souls. More 
than a century ago an expedition was sent to daunt 
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tbem from Tobolsk to the yicinity of the river Anadyr, 
but it was uDSUccessfiil. Some forty years after, they 
were again so formidable to the borderers on the 
Kolyma, that an Ispravnik was sent against them, who 
succeeded, by mild means, in reducing them to peace- 
able habits. In this manner they learned the advan- 
tages of becoming traders ; and, since that time, they 
come regularly to exchange their furs, mammoth, and 
wolves* bones, for articles of iron and copper, and 
tobacco. Their own country being a desert, they have, 
of course, none of the necessaries of life, but such 
as are found on the animals who share with them 
the waste. Many are baptized; but its efficacy is 
questionable, as they only see the priest once a year 
when they come for the feir, and then they are so 
completely absorbed in bartering, that it is not pro- 
bable religion should make any very strong impression 
upon them. The difficulty of explaining to them, in a 
dialect but little understood, the dogmas of Chris- 
tianity, is also a serious impediment in the way of their 
real conversion. 

It may not, we hope, be considered misplaced in 
the short sketch we have given of some of the principal 
streams and nations of North and East Siberia, to 
add a few observations on a remark in the introduction 
to Baron Wrangel's account of his Polar Expedition, 
as to our friend Mr. de HedenstrSm's views of the 
extent of unexplored land in the far east. Tliis gen- 
tleman resides at the farthest extremity of West 
Siberia, and Baron Wrangel's account was never pub- 
lished in Russia ; it was, therefore, not easy for him to 
obtain the German publication at tbat great distance, 
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nor did circumstances enable him to take the same 
means of replying to those parts of the work in whicli 
his name frequently occurs. Baron Wrangel says, 
"Convinced now of the limited extent of New Siberia 
towards the east, Hedenstrom relinquished hia original 
intention of spending a summer there ;" and in ano- 
ther place, " As we had now arrived at a part of the 
sea which had been visited by Hedenstrom in 1810, I 
thought it useless to proceed further in that direction." 
It should seem, therefore, that Hedenstrom despaired 
of being alle to proceed further, and that the means 
which Baron Wrangel had at his disposition, of accom- 
plishing such an object, if possible, were no better 
suited to the undertaking than Iledenstrom's. But 
the Baron has quoted from him what those means 
were, and has made it very clear in his own account 
that he Iiad far more adequate assistance from govern- 
ment. We will now add what we have heard from 
Hedenstrom himself, and what the Baron does not 
state. 

Hedenstrom passed tlu-ee years, 1808, 1809, and 
1810, in the same regions as Wrangel, and among 
other things discovered New Siberia. Having com- 
pleted his term, he returned to Irkutsk, in 1811, to 
make his report. In this he stated, that from two of 
the islands in the North-Eastern Archipelago, those of 
Thaddi'us, and the Cauldron, lie imagined lie could see 
land, which could not be reached by dogs, as it was only 
approachable from the sea side, which is not frozen in 
the month of March. It was at that time matter of 
astonishment that the sea in such a northern latitude 
should be navigable at that season, or even at all, but 
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Baron Wrangel has confirmed the fact. In the year 
1820 the expedition under the Baron's orders was 
undertaken ; its objects were to verify Mr. de Heden- 
strom's accounts, and to endeavour to reach the sup- 
posed tracts of land hitherto unexplored. His means 
of accomplishing something beyond what Hedenstrom 
with eight assistants only had done ten years before, 
were ample, while the latters health was totally 
destroyed by rheumatism, and he had not adequate 
supplies for proceeding farther. Count Speranskiy 
then Governor-General of Siberia, was charged by the 
Emperor to organize the expedition, and he desired 
Hedenstrom, who was then at Irkutsk, to draw up a 
statement in detail of the necessary expenses which 
must be incurred. Knowing well the misery th6 
wretched inhabitants of these countries had suffered 
ten years before from having to bear the burden of his 
own expedition, Hedenstrom represented to the gover- 
nor-general the hardship it would be upon them, to be 
saddled with another, and of a far more costly descrip- 
tion, even after the lapse of so many years. ITiey were 
obliged to furnish him with dogs and maintain them 
for a most trifling remuneration, the whole expense 
of the expedition being, in the three years for nine 
persons, lt>,000 roubJes, or not quite 800/. He, con- 
sequently, begged Count Speranski to relieve him from 
the disagreeable task of taxing these poor wretches 
again. The Count, a man of extreme benevolence and 
proper feeling, accordingly desired him to make the 
scale of allowances such, as to indemnify the inhabitants 
for the future expedition, as well as for the losses they 
had sustained by his. The sum allowed this time was 



140 



MR. DE HEDENSTRQM. 



60,000 roubles, or five times what it was before. 
Baron Wrangel, who is an expert afitronomer, erected 
Ml observatory at his head-quarters, and had all the in- 
etrumeut!^ required for laying down a chart of the 
coast, as well as determining the latitude and longitude 
of the different places with the greatest accuracy. 
Hcdenstrum's instruments were an old astrolabe, a 
Wooden octant with an imperfect caBing, and a common 
shiji's compass which he found at a merchant's at Ust- 
Yanek. Tlie astrolabe had four dioptres, and as he 
only used them in a vertical direction, two were suffi- 
cient ; so be placed the other two in the box of the 
compass in the direction of the meridian of the needle, 
ftnd made use of them to take the angles with. Hia 
latitude ho calculated by observations of the sun's alti- 
tude at mid-day, or the polar star at night. The disk 
of the octant was broken, and he was obliged to use 
the astrolabe in the latter operation, which was most 
painful from the extreme cold, the height of the star, 
and the copper which burned the hand when touched. 
For longitudes he had nothing but his watch to calcu- 
late his distances by time, and an old map of Admiral 
SarytcheTs, which he made as lieutenant in the expe- 
dition of Captain Billings, in 1787. 

The result of Wrangel's labours proved, a.s far as 
Iledenetrom was concerned, that his map was pretty 
correct, but that his latitude was less by one decree 
than that laid down by the Observatory, and his longi- 
tude tfvo and a-half degrees more east than was correct. 
So much for tlie difference of the sixteen, and ninety 
thousand roubles ! We will now give IledenstrOm's 
own views of what he thought might have been done, 
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if his wants had been adequately supplied. He is con« 
"vinced that to the north of the most eastern part yet 
explored, (Kolyma, the country of the Tchuktches) 
there is land, and for the following reasons. 

In May, 1810, being at sea two hundred and forty 
versts N.N.E. of Cape Argali, or Bear Cape, as it is 
called in Wrangel's map, he saw before him a light- 
blue ray, which by its colour and fixed position 
announced land in the distance. A thick fog, caused 
by the snow which fell about mid-day, slightly 
impeded his view, but a ray of the same description 
was from time to time discernible in a southern direc- 
tion, where he knew the country of the Tchuktches to 
be, and a still darker point he was convinced must be 
Cape Schelagskoi, though he did not venture to mark 
it on his map. The soundings constantly diminished, 
and in a few versts fell from eleven and a-half to eleven 
fathoms. Northward it was cloudy, and the bed of 
the sea seemed to be higher in that direction. The 
fissures in the ice from time to time impeded his pro- 
gress, but, at last, one of sixty feet wide stopped him 
altogether, and showed a rapid current towards the 
S.W., or in a straight line between him and Behrings* 
Straits. On some of these fissures he observed soil of 
a totally different description to that of the main land, 
but very like that of New Siberia, although it is too 
distant to allow of the supposition that it had been 
carried so far. It was more probable that it should 
have come from the presumed land northward, which 
is very likely to be the same substance as that of New 
Siberia. He saw also a white owl, and several flights 
of wild geese, all bearing in the direction of the blue 
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ray, and ho thinks they were going to build there, it 
being the season when they would naturally quit the 
water for a period. When Captain Cook entered the 
Icy Sea from Behrings" Straits, ho was immediately 
stopped by floating ice, and Brotton, who accompanied 
him, was of opinion that this indicated the proximity 
of land. Captain Clerke, on whom the command de- 
volved after Captain Cook's death, made the following 
year another attempt to proceed northwards, but was 
again stopped by the ice. Ho, however, observed an 
opening towards the north, and had the same fog which 
Hedenstrom considered as one of the proofs of there 
being land before him. The ice-bergs would naturally 
he carried by the wind which swelled Captain Clerke'e 
sails, iu the same direction, and if the sea northward in 
Hedenstrum's time was open, they ought to have con- 
tinued their course in that same line, till they were 
stopped by some shallow, which would have been 
another proof of land not being far off. And Heden- 
strom thinks this was the cause of Captain Clerke 
being stopped, though we have no account of his 
soundings at the farthest poiut to which he reached. 
Tlie fog, which is caused iu summer by the exhalations, 
-which are then stronger than when the temperature of 
the air is more analogous to that of the water, would 
have prevented the sight of land, if even as near as he 
imagined it. Two other circumstances may seem to 
strengthen such an opinion, though of themselves 
insufficient to satisfy the sceptic, and there may be 
such an one who does not wish to be convinced. 

In 1762, a Russian scrjeant, Andre'ef, was sent from 
the Kolyma northwards, in one of the small baidare-i, or 
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boats covered with skins, to explore those regions. 
On his return, he presented a sketch of a large inha- 
bited country in that direction. Captain Billings, 
afterwards, in going by land from the Kolyma to the 
country of the Tchuktches, was accompanied by a non- 
commissioned oflBcer, a Cossack Kobelef, who had 
learned at Anadyrsk the patois of these people. He 
related that he had heard from the Tchuktches, that 
the vicinity of Cape Hchelagskoi formerly contained a 
numerous nation, called Schelagues, with whom they 
were at constant war — that this nation was ulti- 
mately conquered, and fled with their reins to a large 
country to the northward, where they settled, and 
that the Tchuktches took possession of the cape which 
they had evacuated. As Iledenstrom had proved, 
that, in the month of March, the sea is open consider- 
ably to the north-west of this point, it appears a fair 
inference that it should also be open then, and that 
the ice should be arrested in its progress by shoals or 
land, rather than that the sea should be frozen at a 
later period of summer, and much to the south of the 
spot where it is known to be open. 

So satisfied was Hedenstrom of being able to 
realize his plan, and of getting across to Hudson^s Bay, 
that he drew up a singular scheme of operations, 
which were laid before the late Emperor, and fully 
approved of by him. The events of 1812 and 1813 
prevented it being put into execution; and Heden- 
strom's health had suffered so seriously, that he would 
afterwards have been unable to attempt so difficult an 
enterpriise. The question of the practicability and the 
inutility of a north->west passage is now set fit rest. 
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We confess that Baron "VVrangel's objections to some 
of these ar^iments do not ajipear to us to be very 
valid. He thinks that Hedenstrbm and himself went 
to tlie same point in the same direction, and that the 
former's somidiQgs were incorrect, from want of ))roj)er 
tackle. At all events, admitting his measurements 
not to be perfectly accurate — relatively to each otlier, 
fit least, they probably were so — he conld not mistake 
between eleven and eleven and a half fathoms in two 
Boundings: he must have known whether they were 
the same or not, though in each case they might be a 
little more or less than he fancied them. The appear- 
ance of the geese flying northwards Wrangel does not 
admit as an argument, though he thinks if they had 
been seen returning southwards, thai would have been 
conclusive of land to the north. We cannot see that 
it follows, that because no one was there to watch 
them, that they did not return in autumn; and we 
think that, supposing them to hatch on shore at all, 
which the Baron cannot well doubt, they were as 
likely to be seen on their way to build their nests as 
bringing their brood away. The other points the 
Baron has not noticed, and perhaps never had an 
opportunity; but, individually, wo are convinced that, 
if Hedenstrom had had the same facilities of con- 
tinuing his researches as Wrangel enjoyed, he would 
have set the question at rest, so as not even to have 
made a second expedition necessary. 

When we stopped on the south-western frontier of 
Siberia, we did not meditate making a start direct 
to the antipodes, which wc fear has been tedious to 
onr readers; but some genenvl account of a country 



little known, and Btill aeliiomer visited, vrtta necessary, 
from the total want of rOHemblanco between its 
soutliern and northern inhabitnnts, manners, climate, 
and productions. Of tlieso we sliall sptiftk in their 
turriB. The country we are now to carry our readers ■ 
through is for eomo distance extremely monotonous, 
and has little to interest those, at least, who are unac- 
quainted with tho locality. Trifles, whioli, for want of 
other more exciting subjects, serve to mark particular 
spots in tho traveller's memory, are hero magnified 
into event*; but they aro only so to the individual who 
has, by habit, made them interesting to himself. 

For some distance after entering Siberia, the 
Steppes are more comjilete than before: tho villages 
are generally built on the nido of a large lake, which 
furnishes water for the natives and their cattle, and 
domestic animals are in great abundance. 

In one of these little villages through which we 
passed, the notorious rebel and impostor Pugachtf, 
had exercised his artitiaes with success; and they told 
us, as we changed horses, of this event in their history. 
As tho circumstuncofi wt-re at the time important and 
curious, it may not be misplaced to give some account 
of this extraordinary personage, against whom, and 
some others, an anathema is still read in tho Russian 
churclies, on certain occoiiionB. Ho was by birth a 
Cossack of the Don, and a deserter from his tribo. 
Fearful of ap|)rehenHion, lie betook himself to the 
vicinity of the Ural, and was some time concealed 
among tho sectaries who were very numerous there. 
A mutiny which had taken place sometime before, and 
was still unquelled, among the Cossacks of the Yaik, 
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(whose name, as we have already nientioiied, was in 
consequeucc changed) and the band of brotherhood 
always created among those who agree in nothiug else 
but schism in religion, favoured his enterprise. Having 
fallen iu witli a body of the mutineers, Pugachef boldly 
announced himself as the late Emperor Peter III. He 
stated, that attempts had been made to assassinate him, 
but that he had made his escape; that the Empress 
Catherine had circulated i-umours of his death, and even 
caused his body to be exposed to public view, but that 
it was a weak invention of the enemy, the proof being, 
that he was there among them, to claim their aid and 
allegiance. Some of his followers probably believed 
his story, while others required but Httlo persuasion 
to go on in the course of rebellion they had long pur- 
sued. Personal courage he undoubtedly possessed ; and 
though he bore no sort of resemblance to the late 
Emperor, none of those wlio were likely to join him 
had any opportunity of judging on that point. He 
began by blockading the town of Yaitsk, where he was 
however foiled by the intrepidity of the garrison. 
Abandoning this attempt, he marched towards Oren- 
burg, and on his road defeated some regular trooj)3 who 
were sent against him. He then laid siege to the 
town itself; but some supplies being thromi into it, liis 
coup de main was unsuccessful. During the winter he 
was joined by a large body of Calmucks; and having 
committed all sorts of excesses, advanced towards 
Ekaterinburg, a wealthy and important town. He would 
probably linve had no great difficulty in making him- 
self master of it, but for a report of a large body of 
men being sent against him, which caused him to delay 
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his undertaking. As the people were everywhere for 
him, he found no difficulty in obtaining provisions and 
ammunition, and for a long time professed great mode- 
ration, and even declared his intention of resigning the 
crown to his son, and of retiring into a monastery, as 
soon as he had put down the rebellion. Elated witli 
success, and, like most others of his class, knowing 
better how to bear adversity than prosperity, he soon 
threw off the mask, and committed the most horrible 
atrocities, to the great injury of his cause. His 
followers were all among the lower orders, and on one 
occasion, that they might not observe that he did not 
understand German, having many officers of that nation 
about him, he wantonly massacred them all. 

At length, a Prince Golitzin, with a strong de- 
tachment, surprised him, and he retreated with great 
loss into the neighbourhood of Orenburg, where his 
troops were totally routed, and he himself with great 
difficulty escaped. He contrived, however, to collect 
his scattered forces, and once more made head against 
the Imperial arms. All of a sudden he appeared 
before Casan, and burned the suburbs, laying siege to 
the citadel into which the governor and garrison 
retired. His success, however, was short lived : a body 
of troops coming up, his army was cut to pieces, and 
once more he fled for his life. With three hundred of 
his most desperate followers he crossed the Volga, and 
was for the last time reinforced by seventy thousand 
men, so that he had at one moment an idea of marching 
to Moscow, where he had emissaries actively employed 
in stirring up the discontented and seditious. Peace 
was however just concluded with the Turks, and he 
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fearetl he should havo all the disposable forces of the 
empire upon bia shoulders, and abandoned tlio project. 
Giving -way still more to iiis headlong paasiuns, and 
wantonly committing the most revolting atrocities, ha 
hastened his fate. Count Panin, on his return from 
the siege of Bender, was detached against him, and his 
army once more completely routed. Deserted by most 
of bia adherents, the rest endeavoured to perfluado him 
to surrender on condition of pardon, to which he would 
not listen, and tlioae who had failed to induce him to 
yield, did not hesitate to betray him. He was made 
prisoner, and delivered up to General Suwarrow, after- 
wards 90 celebrated for hie Italian campaign. He was 
beheaded at Moscow, in January, 1775, after having 
made full confession of nil the circumstances of his 
Bhort but eventful career. Such is the substance of 
Archdeacon Coxe's account of this singular transaction, 
and it is the most detailed and correct one we have, 
as he waa shortly afterwards in Russia, and hoard 
much of the history from those who had taken an 
active part in it. It will not seem extraordinary, that, 
iu a little distant village, on tho borders of Siberia, 
which had been one of the scenes of his exploits, they 
Bhonid still think it sufficiently interesting to amuse a 
traveller, who was waiting in a Cossack cottage for 
horses. 

Tlie bad weather had now set in; wc were three 
days and nights in doing 520 vcrsts; and though wo 
had some very fine and even hot weather on tiie 
Chinese frontier some time after, winter dated from 
SS^,'7'°^. Snow fell thick twoniglits before we reached 
Petro-Paulofski, and we began to anticipate the necc*- 
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sity of giving up our comfortable carriage sooner than 
we had expected. Had we known as well as we did 
afterwards how much better it is to travel in the kibitka 
of the country, even in the extreme cold, we should not 
have dreaded the change as we did. If we were to 
make the journey again, even in summer, we should 
at once do as they do at Rome, which is, after allj 
generally the best way to get on. 

Petro-Paulofski is a straggling town of low wooden 
houses, containing a small citadel, a caravanserai, seve- 
ral churches, and a number of shops, where there are a 
greater variety of European articles to be found than 
could be expected in a place which seems to have 
dropped from the clouds in the centre of the Steppes, 
The day after our arrival was market-day, and such a 
motley assemblage of cavaliers we had never before 
seen assembled. They were most of them Kirghis; 
the chiefs, in their holiday dresses, were picturesque 
from their ugliness, the varied colours of their em- 
broidered kajlansy and loose mis-shapen inexpressi- 
bles. Camels without number were threading through 
the narrow streets, or amusing themselves when tied 
up to the posts in the market-place, while their owners 
were haggling for skins and tallow, by bellowing forth 
the most discordant sounds that ever assailed an unha- 
bituated ear. Before entering the town we crossed 
the river Ishim on a large bridge of boats. There is 
an immense magazine here attached to the custom- 
house — for the traders all pay duty — in which we saw a 
far greater amount of goods of all descriptions than we 
could have had any idea of. They manufacture in their 
own way, and the specimens we saw were by no means 
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contemptible. Every way of converting leather to a 
useful purpose is adojited, and the skill displayed in 
their costumes is really astonish in g. Much of the 
merchandise comes from a great distance, as may be 
supposed from the fact of fifteen millions of roubles 
being the amount of goods that passed through the 
custom-house in 1S40. 

The Kirghis are said to be singularly honest and 
faithful to their promise^, though we have heard it 
hinted that a little longer acquaintance with their 
Russian neighbours can hardly fail to initiate them in 
the mysteries of fraud and chicanery. The character 
of the indigenous Siberians is said to have changed 
materially for the worse since they came into such 
close contact with their conquerors, those esi>ecially 
who are sent tliere in tlie shape of government chlnov- 
niks. The Kirghis have a court of conscience in all 
these towns, to whose jurisdiction and fiat they must 
submit in case of any dispute; the system for them is 
a good one, if it works well at least, as they escape, at 
all events, the delays and expense of lawsuits, which, 
however bad in every country, are without a parallel in 
Itussia. We heard here an amusing anecdote that had 
occurred a short time before, and had furnished matter 
to be decided by this tribunal. Two Kirghis found a 
live mouse in a sack of flour, which was a novelty to 
them, aud excited their astonishment exceedingly. A 
Kirghis will eat anything eatable, alive or dead, and 
one proposed to the other to give him a sheep if he 
would swallow the mouse alive. The bargain was 
made in an instant, and the mouse as quickly slipped 
down the caiuiibal's throat. The other, however 
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repented of his part of the bargain, although the car- 
case of a sheep is an article of very trifling value there. 
He accordingly demurred, and was summoned before 
the court of conscience, who condemned him to pay 
the forfeit of his folly. 

In addition to the traflic going on with the Kirghis 
daily and weekly, there are periodical arrivals and 
departures of extensive caravans for Thibet, Bokhara, 
and Kokhan. Armenians, Bokharians, Kirghis, and 
many other wanderers, known under the general name 
of Tatars, pass continually backwards and forwards 
on their trading expeditions, being able to cross the 
Chinese and other frontiers without molestation, which 
Russians cannot do. No passport is given by the 
Russian authorities for these countries, though, in fact, 
many do venture over their boundary, especially into 
Mongolia. The Chinese are, of course, well aware of 
their being strangers, but as long as they behave well, 
no difficulties are made, at least with the common 
people. If it were known that persons of a higher 
class were in the habit of so intruding, their jealousy 
would immediately attribute such a proceeding to 
improper motives. We are aware that such a cir- 
cumstance occurred in the summer of 1840, when a 
remonstrance was made by the court of Pekin to St. 
Petersburg. Silk and cotton goods, coarse woollen 
carpets, calicoes, dried fruits, and turquoises, are the 
common articles of exchange against leather, furs, glass, 
iron, and common crockery, of which latter great quan- 
tities are annually exported. The principal business 
as yet is done by barter, especially with the Kirghis, 
though they will not be slow to learn the value of 
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money. The duty on imports into Russia at these 
points la two per ceut., so that the net revenue derived 
from the custom-house at Petro-Paulofski in 1840 was 
three hundred thousand roubles, and it will doubtless 
increase every year. 

English writers on this part of Russian commerce 
are completely in the dark as to the extent of it; and 
because genera! statements are made of the trade of 
this place or the other falling off, it is immediately 
inferred that their commerce on the whole is the 
reverse of thriving; but, from what we have seen 
at many different places, we are satisfied that this is 
not the case. When the various amounts of imports 
and exports are added together, all along the frontier 
from Orenhurg to Kiaklita, the gross sum will, we 
believe, turn out to be far greater than people usually 
imagine. And here it is a complete monopoly; they 
have nothing to fear from competition with us on this 
side, Wc are well aware that, although for some time 
past British manufactures in Persia have been charged 
with a variety of vexatious drawbacks, which Russian 
goods arc not subject to, in spite of everything we are 
able to undersell them, from the greater cheapness of 
production. But on this frontier line, where the raw 
material is mainly exported, there is no competition. 
We confess we regard the commercial jealousy which 
Buch pains are taken to increase between the two nations 
as excessively absurd. There is no reason why our inte- 
rests need clash — the eastern continent is large enough 
for both parties; and if we succeed in establishing a 
regular trade at Canton by sea, there is no reason why 
Russia should not have her share overland bv Kiaklita 
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for the northern provinces of China. Nothing, at all 
events, is to be gained by the constant bickerings 
which the commercial world — whom, with all due 
deference to the anti-com-Iaw league, we consider the 
real monopolists — love to excite. It is all very fine to 
talk of Circassian independence, but England has some- 
thing else to think of than a crusade to the Caucasus, 
while those who cry out the loudest, and affect the 
purest sympathy for them, think in reality of the 
pounds, shillings, and pence, and how much saltpetre 
and other merchandise they would buy from us, if 
Russia was inclined to give us free passage. 

We should place the owners of the Ff.tvn, and the 
opium merchants at Canton, in the same category. 
Both parties were aware they were acting contrary to 
the declared laws of the country they had to deal 
with; success was a speculation, and there can be no 
speculation without risk of loss. Tliese did not suc- 
ceed, and we are involved in an expensive war for the 
sake of one party ; and, had the wishes of the other 
prevailed, might now be saddled with another, and an 
equally unjust one. We are no advocates for Russian 
usurpation, and have heard a good deal from both 
sides of the question on the Circassian war, and each 
makes the case equally horrible. But we are also 
satisfied, that if policy is to be consulted in such 
matters, the less we interfere the better; the longer 
the war lasts, and there is no prospect of its termina- 
tion, the more fatal will it be to Russia. The drain 
on her troops and treasury is far greater than generally 
supposed; seventy years have elapsed since its com- 
mencement, and it is no nearer to its close. The 
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present champ de haiailh is not the Indian frontier; 
the territory of Russia, of which she has quiet posses- 
sion, and to which the object of this atrocious war is 
to obtain a quiet passage, lies far beyond it. However 
mueli may be written as to the ultimate end proposed, 
the nature of the country is such as to show, that it is 
not for its riches or productions that the war is carried 
on. But were it mere Steppes, Russia wouhl have 
the same interest in obtaining a secure road to her 
Georgian provinces, as if it were a paradise: we doubt 
much if it can ever become more than a passage, and 
if the natives did not mole«t her caravans, and attacic 
her subjects, we believe that Russia would long ago 
have been satisfied. But her amour pi-opre is become 
the principal moving cause, and she would not be 
contented now, perhaps, with wliat she would have 
jumped at twenty years ago, 

There is a governor at Petro-Paulofski, and a cai>- 
tain-commandant, who entertained us hospitably. The 
Journey from hence to Omsk, two hundred and eighty- 
flve verste, occupied us thirty hours, and presented 
nothing worthy of particular observation. The river 
Irtyscb washes its walls; we crossed it in a ferry, the 
stream being too rapid and broad to admit of a bridge 
being erected there. The town presents a good ap- 
pearance from the opposite side of tlie water, and 
contains about ten thousand inhabitants. On entering 
from the river side, you come at once iuto the citadel, 
which is handsome, hut not very strong. It has a 
moat and drawbridge towards the town, but no water 
in it. Tlie Oni, a tributary of the Irtysch, ruus between 
the moat and the town, Mhicb serves the purpose 
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better, and has a bridge of boats over it. The gover-* 
nor-general, and the generals on the staff, live in 
the fortress, and most of the superior officers: the 
Etat-MajoTy hospitals, and military school, are also 
in it. 

Omsk has only become the capital of West Siberia 
since three years ago ; till then Tobolsk was the resi- 
dence of the governor-general, and the change has not 
been popular with the officers. Tobolsk was in the 
direct main-road through both Siberias, or very little 
distance out of the way, while Omsk is on the very 
edge of the Steppes, and leads nowhere. Accommo- 
dations were far better in the former, and the facilities 
of obtaining the articles of every-day necessity much 
greater. Added to this, the expense is materially 
increased to the officers, who, as a body, being indif- 
ferently paid, are not likely to possess ample pecuniary 
means. At this moment Omsk is the dearest place in 
Siberia ; almost everything must be sent from Moscow 
expressly; there are as yet no artisans of any kind, 
and every article, in short, must be paid for at the 
price of a foreign production. These things will, of 
course, be remedied in time ; but, at present, the com- 
plaints are general. There were, however, good rea- 
sons wliich induced Prince Gortschakof, the governor- 
general, to advise the Emperor to change the seat of 
government. They were certainly not private consi- 
derations, for his expenses must be greater than at 
Tobolsk, and bis house is by no means so good, as an 
official residence has not yet been built ; and as he is 
obliged to make a tour of inspection once or twice a 
year through the vast district entrusted to his charge, 
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the central situation of Tobolsk v/m nnicli nioro con- 
venient to him. 

But its very vicinity to the Steppes, whicli is dis- 
advantagpous to his eubonlinates, was to him the tiling 
which gave it so much importance. One of the prin- 
cipal objects he had in view, was the organization of a 
Russian settlement through the Kirghis Steppes, in 
the direct line to Thibet. The distance, as the crow 
flies, from Omsk to the frontier of Thibet, is twelve 
hundred vorste; through a part of this desert the 
natives are on friendly terms witli the Russians. So 
soon, tliGi-efore, as a permanent settlement ia esta- 
blished through the whole distance, immense advan- 
tages wll bo gained to Russian commerce. At this 
moment this oliject is accomplished nine hundred 
versts, or three (juarters of the way. A lino of Cos- 
sacks is i>ermanent]y formed, provided with guns, 
nnimunition, and all the necessaries for a fixed resi- 
dence, which may be liable to hostile incursions from 
time to time. The Kirghis, however, stand in such 
Bwe of the Cossacks, and the benefits tliey derive from 
trading with Russia are such, that the caravans now 
go as securely the whole nine hundred versts, as in 
any part of the empire. Every summer sees some 
fresh point gained; and there is no doubt, that, in a 
very few years, the Russian dominion will only end 
where that of Tliibet begins. They were, for some 
time, stopped by a district more desert and inhospitable 
tlian the rest, which was snjtposed to reach to the 
Thibetan frontier; but it has been discovered from a 
Cossack, who was three years prisoner in the country-, 
that it only extends about ninety versts, and he 
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described the other side of it as being fertile, well 
•watered, and altogether different from the ordinary 
Steppes. There will, therefore, probably be no fiurther 
obstacle to their progress, and a glance at the map 
will show that they are much nearer to our Indian 
frontier here, than by any other road they can take. 

Once established as far as the boundary of Thibet, 
the Russians will have no great difficulty in obtaining 
a footing in it, and a transit for their merchandise to 
India would be a matter of course. In the last work 
published on Russia, we observe that the author had 
a long conversation with a Russian general of distinc- 
tion on the subject of a conquest of India. Russian 
generals and diplomatists in general are not so com^ 
municative as Captain Jesse's acquaintance, who, oa 
the whole, is more likely to have been endeavouring to 
gain information from him on the subject of India, 
than to enlighten him on the plans of Russian conquest. 
For our own parts, believing we have had far more 
opportunities than the captain of hearing such matters 
mooted, and never having heard any observations of 
the sort made, — on the contrary, the idea invariably 
laughed at and deprecated — we are very sceptical as to 
"the Russians having, not only the vanity to speak 
openly of it, but considering themselves certain of 
success whenever they choose to make the attempt.** 
We are not, however, surprised at our differing in 
opinion here, because there is no one general ohf^fyvAxoVi 
of his in which we do agree, excepting as to the pro- 
valence of corruption in the government employes^ and 
the folly of the idea of our being supplied with com 
by Russia: the latter too, perhaps, for a different 
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reason. His facts are very often as much at variauco 
with reality, as his deductions unfounded. 

The commerce with the Kirghis at Omsk is very 
considerable, and everytiiiiig is done to encourage them. 
Skins are the principal article they bring to market, 
and tliey jjurchase gunpowder and stores from tlie 
authorities in return. The policy of allowing them to 
buy indiscriminately what might be turned against the 
vendors, or resold to those who are not on friendly 
terms with them, is questionable. But they are such 
cowards tliat no great danger is apprehended, though 
the Emperor's great aim is to gain over as many as 
possible by fair means. Their Steppes have for a few 
years been turned to advantage, considerable quantities 
of gold having been found in the sands. In the year 
1840 the government of Omsk, which had previously 
not been considered one of those where this valuable 
mineral abounded, produced eighty-five puds, or above 
three hundred pounds weight, a good deal of it from 
the Steppes. The epeculators having surveyed the 
ground, and satisfied themselves that it will answer 
their purpose to search for gold, hire a certain extent 
from the Kirghis, at a fixed yearly rent, in order to 
wash the sands. Whenever they discontinue their 
operations the land reverts to the owners, who find it 
in a more cultivable state from being cleared of the 
sand. They had great hopes of a considerable increase 
last year, and, it is probable, it will be frequently found 
in the deposits formed by the torrents from the moun- 
tains in the Chinese territory. 

There is at Omsk a military scliocd where five 
hundred boys are educated, who are to become sokliciv, 



J 



tCHOOLy. IfiS 

most of them being Boldicra' children, aomo few Kir- 
ghis, and the eons of exiles. The establishment is 
admirabi}- conducted ; wo went over it several times, 
and nothing cnuld exceed tlio I'egulaiity and order 
which prevailed. Tlie seliool is managed ou the Lan- 
castrian system, military di»»cipliuc being of course 
maintained ; everything was extremely clean, and the 
food and beds excellent. There is another military 
echool for Cossacks only, and the boys arc destined for 
a different career in some respects from the others. 
Wo may safely defy any conntry in the world to pro- 
duce an establishment in any way superior to this; onr 
only doubt is if it is not too good for those who aix) 
brought up in it, considering what their future dci^ti- 
nation is likely to be. It consists of sixty boys who 
are noble, and a hundred and twenty common Cossacks. 
The building is handsome, the dormitories most com- 
fortable, far more so than Long Chamber at Eton, and 
their dinners, of which we have partaken, excellent. 
The boys are tauglit drawing, algebra, languages, 
history, and fortification; the first class, who were all 
under seventeen years of age, studied principally tho 
Oriental languages, and are intended for interpreters 
and agents in the East. AV'c were told by General 
Schramm, who has the sujMjrintendence of the school, 
that most of those who composed the lirst class under- 
stood Mongolish, Arabic, and Persian, an<l have also 
native youths to teach them the paloU of the Nomadic 
tribes. We saw boys ()f twelve years ago go through 
their French lesson, which they pronounced and wrote 
from dictation with great fluency and accuracy. Several 
of the specimens of their d^L^uugs which we brought 
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away, show great talent, and, as we before said, our 
only doubt is, if tliey Lave not too many comforts, and 
are not educated a little above their spliere. 

Wg cannot, however, ^(■onJer, when these pains are 
taken in the wilds of Siberia to educate boys for the 
services tliey are to perform as mcu, that Hessian 
diplomatic agents should bo so superior to our own, 
and the habit of thinking such a preparation must have 
created cannot fail to give them great advantages as 
negotiators and geneml agents. Their dinners consist 
of soup with meat and vegetables, exceedingly good 
porridge, plenty of bread and qvass, the substitute for 
beer in llussia, ^ihicli we believe to be very wholesome, 
and find far from unpalatable, though travellers in 
general describe it as little short of poison. The 
breakfast and supper are something of the same sort; 
and the calculation is, that it costs twelve copeks, or ono 
penny, per head per day. Government allows for the 
whole establishment sixty thousand roubles a year, 
which covers all expenses, and there must be good 
management to clothe, feed, and maintain a hundred 
and eighty boys, pay the salaries of the professors, tho 
repairs of the buildings, and everything connected with 
the establishment on so small a sum, especially in a 
place where everything, except tho common articles 
of food, is very dear. Broad is cheap, beef two 
oop{?ks a pound, and game plenty ; hares are seldom or 
never eaten, partly from a religious prejudice, and 
blackcock cost only fifteen copeks a piece; fish ia 
tolerably plentiful, but not so abundant as further on 
in Siberia. Thoso boys who arc not calculated for 
employment in civil departments, become officers of 
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Cossacks, but they can never quit the corps, or advance 
beyond the rank of colonel in it. Generals of 
Cossacks are always brought from other branches of 
the service. Considering the education they receive, 
and the qualifications they may be supposed to possess, 
we think these hard regulations, and they are so consi- 
dered there by officers of other arms. A subaltern's 
pay in the Cossack corps is only a hundred and fifteen 
roubles a year, not six pounds ; that of a captain three 
hundred, or fifteen pounds nearly. They have, it is 
true, a considerable portion of land allowed them, but 
their service on this frontier is so laborious, that they 
have little leisure for attending to agriculture. In fact 
their services are greater than those of the Don, with- 
out having the same emoluments and advantages* 
With so limited pay it is quite extraordinary how they 
can dress like officers and gentlemen, yet we saw them 
at a ball at Omsk, in well-made uniforms, and in 
nothing inferior to the other officers. 

Another establishment, the Caserne topogi*aphiquet 
is most admirably conducted, and reflects the highest 
credit on the officers of engineers by whom it is 
directed. The persons belonging to it are also soldiers' 
sons, who are employed as draftsmen; those of our 
readers who have seen the Etnt-Afajof at Petersburg, 
will be surprised when wo assure them that the one at 
Omsk, then under the direction of our excellent friend 
Baron Howen, and General Gorski, is in no way infe- 
rior to the one in the capital. The maps of the Cau- 
casus, Georgia, Turkey, and in fact of all the western 
part of Asia, are done on a scale, and with a minuteness 
of detail, as well as skill, which we think cannot be 
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surpassed. Unfortunately tliey are not allowed to be 
published. In this eatablisltment the young meu 
become officei-s at the expiration of ten years' service; 
during the time they are in it they receive a hundred 
and twenty roubles a year, out of which a fund is 
created to make a little capital for them at the end of 
the ten years. Everything is in perfect order, their 
food and beds good, of which the linen iu changed 
twice a month, and cleanliness is one of the virtues 
most strictly enjoiued. 

The society of Omsk is limited to tlie military, 
with few exceptions, but is exceedingly good, con- 
sidering the size of the place, and the number of the 
inhabitants. We can never sufficiently express our 
thanks to Prince Gortschakof, for his hospitality and 
civilities; he is one of the most complete grands 
seigneurs we met with in Russia. Descended from 
Rurik, and enjoying high military rank and a good 
fortune, he is banished into Siberia as governor- 
general, instead of living in one of the capitals, whoso 
society, from his noble bearing and amiable character, 
he is so calculated to adorn. But, as long as he 
remains in active service, no one can refuse a post; 
and GO honourable a one as that of governor-general 
few would be disposed to abandon. We believe, how- 
ever, that the known wishes of the Emperor, that he 
should continue to occupy it a few years longer, are 
the real secret of his retaining what would be to so 
many the highest object of their ambition. From 
Generals Schramm, Howen, Falkenberg, Oleuitsch, 
and Potemkin, we also received the greatest kindness 
and hospitality: and however a late writer, to Mhom 



WINTER StTS I.V 



IGO 



we have before alluded, may deny the reality of Rus- 
sian hospitality, we caunot too often repeat, that, as 
far as Europe is concerned, (our experience does not 
carry us much further) we have never found it equalled 
in any country. 

We had several occasions of seeing some good 
shooting on the opposite side of the Irtyseh, in the 
Kirf^his Steppes, under tlie auspices of Baron Silver- 
hielm, a Russian officer, of a Finland fiimily, who, on 
the conquest of that country, made their election to 
stay on the winning side. "We made a great massacre 
of bares, blackcock, and geliiioUes; the former are 
much larger than English ones, but little valued, 
except by the sportfimnn and furrier. The Levitical 
law, which proscribed the flesh as unclean, is in some 
measure in force in the Greek church; and though 
many would be, doubtless, sufficiently unscrupulous to 
disregard it, the custom of not eating the hare so far 
prevails, that we do not remember ever to have seen it 
at a Russian table. 

The weather during our stay here was fine and 
agreeable till the 5th, when we had 12° of Reaumur in 
the night, with wind and snow; and the little river 
Om was completely frozen over the next day, so that 
the ice was passable. Tlie 7tb, it became milder 
again, and the sun had almost disa]>peared. On this 
day, we started fur Semipolatinsk, a town containing 
eight thousand inhabitants, situated on the Irtysch, 
almost at the foot of the Altai Mountains. We fol- 
lowed the line of Cossacks the whole way, ami travelled 
more expeditiously than we had done in any part of 
our journey from Moscow. General OlOnitsch, the 
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general of Cossaoke at Omsk, although himself a Httlg 
Russian, had kindly Hcnt on to order our horses, so 
that wc found evervtliing in rcadinois, and tlio roads, 
ou tho whole, were very good. We found tlio gruntest 
dirttToiu-e iu the alacrity of the Cossacks, as compared 
to thu Tatars, who are very indolent and slow. Our 
direction was southward, all along the Chinese frootior, 
and we found the teniiieraturo sensibly higher. 

We arrived at Somipolatinsk, about mid-<lay, on tho 
^; and, from having had 12" of cold tlie night before. 
wo left Omsk, we had here certainly 20° of heat: & 
more complete summer day could not bo scey. The 
last post before wc arrived at l^cmipolatinsk lay almost 
entirely through a forest of deep sand; and, thongli we 
had eight hoi-sos, they liad great difficulty in dragging 
tho carriage along. ^Vo walked a great part of it 
with our coats oH". The sun was so jiowerful, and tho 
views so beantiful, that we lingered long to enjoy the 
Oriental scenery. Our route was along a high land- 
before us tho Altai and tho chain of mountains con* 
nccted with it within the Chinese frontier, which 
cmibrace the vastest district of any mountain range ou 
the surface of tho globe. It is not ono uniformly con- 
nected chain, it is true, but still a prolongation of tho 
same, and under the name of Altai, Thian-chan, Knen 
Ian, consecutively, terminates in the gigantic Himalaya. 
Tho Bpa«e8 between them are filled up by vast lakes, 
and in the Thian-chan are many volcanic phenomenal 
tho most distant from the sea tliat exist in the world. 
Great numbers of considerable inountninn branch off 
from them, many of them very rich in mineral prodms 
tiuus, and many too imperfectly known to ]>v. described 
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hj geographers. From Kamtchatka, then, to the 
Birman empire, is almost one continued series of 
mountains, only partially interrupted from time to 
time. The Altai, in the Turkish language, signifies 
Mount of Gold. It is uncertain whether it received 
it from the native gold found in its bosom,- or whether 
the Kalmucks gave it this denomination from the 
number of ornaments of that metal which they found 
in the tombs about it. 

The Irtysch, a fine and rapid river, was at our feet; 
on two sides of us a plain which reached as far as 
the eye could scan, still clothed in its summer garb — 
and the town of Semipolatinsk in the distance, all 
combined to make one of the most pleasing }>ano- 
ramas to be found even in a southern clime. This is, 
in fact, the garden of Siberia, and boasts one of the 
richest Floras to be met ^vith in the northern parts of 
Asia. The immediate environs of Semipolatinsk, a 
circuit of twenty versts round the town, produce eight 
hundred different sorts of rare flowers and shrubs. 
Fruit-trees are not much cultivated, from the indiffer- 
ence of the inhabitants; but we saw grapes growing 
in the open air, and fit to eat. They do not, certainly, 
come to a high state of maturity, but they do ripen, 
and the roots are left all winter in the ground, covered 
up with straw. Baron Hiillesen, the maiti^e de police^ 
a most agreeable and gentlemanlike man, a Cour- 
lander, told us that he is a member of the Botanical 
Society at Moscow, and that he enriches their collec- 
tion every year vnth a number of new plants and 
shrubs. It is surprising that plants which, in other 
countries, will not bear cold, resist it in such an 
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extraordinary manner here. About the middle of 
September, ill this year, they had had 18° of cold, of 
Reaumur; aiid now, a month after, we found as many 
of heat. The extremes of both are excessive, but 
especially the latter. Baron Hiillesen told us, that, iu 
summer, it is barely possible to sleep anywhere but in 
a cellar, from the overpowering Iieat and swarms of 
musquitoes and vermin of all descriptions. How vines 
can survive after a sudden cold of 18°, in the midst of 
Bucb great heat, and grajics ripen a month afterwards, 
seems almost incredible, yet such is undoubtedly the 
fact. The cold of winter is not so excessive as the 
heat of summer, which is as liigh, sometimes, as 45". 

The naturalist could not choose a better situation 
for a summer residence than this neighbourhood. 
Insects, in great nmnbers, of sorts little known, are 
commonly found here. The tarantula is an inmate of 
almost every bouse; and though its bite is venomous, 
and requires very strong applications to cure it, the 
inhabitants are so accustomed to them, that they pay 
little or no attention to their presence. Opium is the 
general remedy. But the sportsman lias the greatest 
temptation to make such a journey, there being hardly 
any kind of game, great or small, which is not plenti- 
ful iu this neighbourhood and that of Buchtarminsk. 
\Vc saw a variety of, to us, new sorts of grouse, and 
the francolini, which we have met witli only on one or 
two occasions in Sicily. At some little distance over 
the frontier, the mountains teem with elks, doer of all 
kinds, the argali, or Cap-a Ammoii, and tbe Bos ffitin- 
iiiens of LinnEcus. This animal is a native of Thibet, 
and is found of various colours, black, white, grey, and 
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brown. It lias a long body, and the middle of tbe 
back seems to be indented, bccanac the neck aucl 
rump are furuit^lied with etifT upright hair, which coti- 
gequeutly makes tliem appear higlier. Some of them 
liave horns. The head is small, and the ueck thin and 
short, as well as the tail and feet small. The hair of 
the mane is short, but on the breast aud upper part of 
the legs and tail it is seven or eight inches long. It 
is of a remarkably glossy, silky texture, and forms an 
article of considerable commerce in Thibet, The Chi- 
nese use it for tassels to their summer caps and 
standards, generally dyed scarlet, and the so-called 
horsetails on the Turkish standards are also mode of it. 
The greater (luantity comes from Tangout, and is dyed 
at Hnnghtcheou, the capital of one of the Chinese 
provinces, Tchi Kiang, celebrated for its silk manufac- 
tory. The animal does not low, but grunts like a pig, 
and is found, both wild and tame, on the western 
frontiers of China, in Tangout and Thibet. The arch- 
bishop of Tobolsk has one alive in his possession. 
The ibex we saw several fine specimens of; but 
nothing of this genus is to be compared to the argali, 
whose horns are immensely large, very spiral, and 
strong. Wo should think they were very formidable 
antagonists, if driven to self-defence. They are, how- 
ever, very shy, and live in the most iuaecessible 
spots, like the chamois. 

The town of Semipolatinsk has more the appear- 
ance of a large straggling village, all the houses being 
of wood; but there are one or two rich merchants 
who are beginning to construct more solid and hand- 
some edifices. The trade with China is here very 
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conflideraljle, and may be greatly increased, if the idea 
of making it tlio emporium for merchandise, instead of 
Kiakhta, is ever reaiized. Count Cancrin is said to 
have entertained the project for some time past; but 
the obstinacy of the Chinese, and their unwillingness 
to make any change, though to their own advantage, 
has hitherto prevented It, 

The ri%'er rrtysch forms the boundary of the two 
empires here, and the cu»itom-housc is on the ottier 
side of it. We bought some beautifiil silke at a very 
reasonable price ; they are called confer, are exceed- 
ingly thick, beautifully embroidered, and generally of 
two colours, crimson on one Bide, and blue on the 
other: though they seem all one piece, tliey are so 
skilfully woven together, that you cannot perceive 
where they are joined. Little tea passes this way; 
but the exports from Russia are very great, the dis- 
tance to Pckin being the same as from Kiakhta, and 
there being a saving of some two thousand versts to 
the merchants who bring their goods from Moscow in 
selling them hero. About forty jiuds, or 1440 pounds 
weight of opium are generally imported into China 
yearly from this point; but in 1809 it was all seized 
and confiseated. Common crockery is n great article 
t>f export, as well as furs, leather, and iron. The 
precious metals arc strictly forbidden to he exported 
from China; but two years ago a hundred and eighty 
puds of silver passed through the custom-liouse Iiere, 
where the ingots are stamped. They are of diflerent 
pizee, vaning from the value of four to four hundred 
and fifty roubles; we obtained one worth forty roubles; 
they have a ship, and eonietimet; a shoe, with several 
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Chinese characters stamped on them. The #^c^ Bilvef 
is prised in Russia, from its never having been refined 
by the Chinese, and its containing a certain admixture 
of gold, which is the case with all silver. It has also 
a premium in England on this account. In the one 
we possess the gold is very visible. The general name 
for these pieces of money is lamba. 

About four hundred and fifty versts over the fron- 
tier is a considerable Chinese town called Tschugo- 
tschak, where many subjects of Russia go every year in 
disguise; but it is contrary to the law of both countries^ 
though we imagine the Russian authorities do not 
interfere much. We made the acquaintance, at Bar- 
naoul» of an officer who had been there for some days 
the summer before; he described it as a large and 
populous town, defended with wooden stockades, with 
no appearance of possessing many people of rank 
among its inhabitants; it may probably be a penal 
settlement of the Chinese. It has a garrison composed 
of a thousand men, a commandant, a colonel, and 
fifteen hundred Mandtchus and Mongols. The garri- 
son, who are Chinese, are there permanently; the 
others are sent from Hi, and are changed every year. 
It is in the direct road from Semipolatinsk to Peking, 
and not above eight hundred miles from it, so that the 
Chinese would probably be gainers by transferring the 
seat of commerce to this point ; but so long as they 
think it would be advantageous to the Russians to do 
so, it is quite suflRcient to make them object. Events 
now occurring at Canton may render them more rea- 
sonable. They purchase from the Russians a great 
quantity of young bucks' horns, which they often pay 
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a high price for, in order to distil from the roots 
of them spirits of hartshorn, a medicine very mucli in 
vogue there. 

Thei-e ia anotlier great road from hence to Kar- 
Karali, in the Steppes of the Kirghis; and a little 
way off it tiiere is a cavern, to which a grand supersti- 
tion attaches. The path to this cavern leads through 
a narrow Bssure in a rock a verst long, at the end of 
"which is a ruined stair, which is mounted from the 
outside to get into tlie grotto. Here are two tents, the 
one blue and the other red ; what is underneath them 
no one knows, no one dare examine. Two bold young 
Kirghis once ventured to do bo, but before they had 
time to see anything, they were so maltreated by the 
guardian sprites, that they decamped in all haste. For 
this it is lield in great awe by tlie Kirghis; if any of 
their cattle are ill, they offer food at the entrance of 
the cave, which is carried away by invisible handa. 
Many bones of argali and argoceros are, in fact, found 
there. This famous cave is in theTchingis-Tau moun- 
tains, near the little river Tchaganka. 

Wo were moat hospitably lodged and entertained 
by Baron Hiilleseii, for whom we had a letter of 
introduction from our friend Baron Howeii, his coin- 
patriote, and the morning after our arrival, a chasse was 
organized for us, when we had a corroboration of the 
truth of what we had heard about the changeable 
nature of the weather, for instead of the hot summer's 
day we brouglit with us, the next was a hitter cold, 
windy morning, sleet falling pretty thick, and very 
unpromising for shooting. The preparations, however, 
were made, and out wo sallied in half a dozen chars h 
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banc some seven or eight miles to the place of rendez- 
vous, with half a company of soldiers for beaters. 
We killed a few hares and black-cock, but the weather 
was so bad, that we soon gave it up, our purveyors 
having taken care that there should be nothing wanting 
to fortify us internally against the cold from without. 
A fire was soon made in the woods, and we did full 
justice to our soup and cold provisions, not forgetting 
the champagne, which is a thing never omitted in any 
party whatever, from Riga to Kamtchatka. 

By way of digesting our luncheon, a ceremony was 
performed, which, if we had not undergone the ordeal 
at a friend's house in the vicinity of Oranienbaum, 
with our lamented friend Prince Butera, would have 
astonished us no little.. A dozen soldiers placed them- 
selves in two files close to each other, and took up each 
of the party in turn in their arms and tossed them in 
the air, catching them again on their arms, and throwing 
them up again, as quickly as possible, a considerable 
height. This operation is performed very expertly; the 
patient, who understands the business, keeps his arms 
close to his sides, and his legs stretched stiffly out, and 
feels no sort of inconvenience. It is exactly like being 
tossed in a blanket. This is accompanied with singing 
some of their many pleasing, but monotonous national 
airs, to which the softness of the language gives a har- 
mony they do not intrinsically possess. Monotonous 
they certainly are; but we confess we do like excessively 
to hear the yenistchik at night carolling his ditty as he 
goes along, though the burthen of it is always the same^ 
and its meaning utterly incomprehensible. Captain 
Jesse makes an observation that the Russians have no 

N 
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gaiet6 de ixem; and are tbo most stupid people in the 
world, except when drunk. This is as contrary to tho 
experience of ourselves, as well as of all writers on 
Russia, as anytliiiig can be. Many have expatiated 
upon their extraordinary gaiety; and some have added, 
what is also tmo, that drunkenness does not change 
them, they are never churlidi or impertinent. We 
should call them, to all appearance, the gayest people 
we know, and they certainly sing more than any other. 
We do not profess to be able to read the coetn; and 
can only judge of them by the exterior marks which 
usually indicate hilarity or the reverse. To call them 
stupid, too, is indeed a libel. Elmen, who is fur from 
drawing a flattering picture of Russians, eays that they 
ai-e often considered to hftvo no character nt all; but 
that, at least, they are kospHahk; men-y, and fond of 
music. Miiller, 8oUaii, Frederick tlie Great, and in- 
deed all the writers, ancient and modem, whom wo 
have consulted, except the gallant captain, ioTariably 
agree witli us in representing them as a Tery jocund, 
laugliter-Ioving people. 

AVhen the bnsiness of tossing was dnly completed, 
we started homewards, but at the Prst peasant's house 
we came to, we all alighted to drink champagne again, 
and never ilid we see so much disposed of in so short a 
time. Ourselves, the strangers in whose honour the 
ehnsse was got up, were of course called upon to bear 
the brunt of the attack, and we certainly never swal- 
lowed the juice of the giflpe so much cotifre ccenr. In 
a small room heated to suffocation, tumbler after tum- 
bler were we obliged to guljt down, as quickly as the 
bottles could be carried round, without any breathing 
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time OT anything to eat with it. No sooner was this 
over, tlian wc were jolted nwny at the rato of ten miles 
no hour on a maohine without springs, till aiiotiier 
peasant's house doomed us to eto)t, and a^aio undergo 
tho same ]>eiiance. How much we did drink we 
filiould bo sorry to eay, and nol>ody would beliere us. 
especially if we added tliat wo reached our abode in a 
stato of cousciousness, but we know we were much 
tho better for an hour or two's uleep before we joiued 
the whist table. It is not to be supposed, that the 
hundredth part of the liquid i-uld and drunk for cham- 
jHigue over saw the country of Moet; the consumption 
of Petei-sburg alotic is a million Ijottles a year, and it is 
no exaggeration to say that it is drunk in every, the most 
distant, part of the Itusi^ian dominions. The quantity 
consumed at Mai-ina-tchin alone in tlie white month, 
when the feir at Kiakhta is held, is said to be some- 
thing incredible, and be it what it may, the price there 
paid for it is not less than five and twenty roubles a 
bottle. That there is a good deal of genuine and ex- 
cellent champagne imjKirted we can vouch for, and it 
is probably most of it of foreign manufacture; the daty 
beiug very high it is a great source of revenue to the 
government. Good champagne at Moscow costs 
fift«?n roubles. 

We made hero the acquaintance of a very agree- 
able person, well known to the scientific world of 
Europe, Mr, dc Knreline, now acting the ]>art of a 
naturalist, and attached to the doimrtment of Count 
Canerin, the minister of finance. He was making 
a scientific tour through tlic whole of East Siberia, 
and had collected a number of splendid specimens of 
N a 
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animals, plants, and objects of natural history. A-' 
former private assortment of his was sold some years I 
ago to one of tlie learned bodies in Scotland, we think 
the University of Glasgow, for a large sum. He is 
one of tliose etres essentially Russian, who possess the 
talent of ubiquity and acquaintance with everything. J 
more or less, who can make himself very generally I 
useful to his government under the garb of the bota- 
nist and zoologist. He tempted us very mucli to join 
an expedition in which he was going the following 
spring into Dauria, with a good escort of camels and, 
Cossacks, a country probably never yet explored by 
Europeans, and which would have had just euougli 
of danger about it to make it an excitement. But we 
had five thousand verats between us and Petersburg, 
and did not venture to risk having to perform it rt ^ 
Cochrane or worse, and indeed to spend another year 
without being able to get news from England was too 
much. 

At Kar-Karali, about five hundred vcrsts from 
hence, in the Steppes of the Kirghis to which we have 
alluded above, is a Russian settlement, established 
since 1823, at the base of the Ulutan Mountains, in 
latitude 50° N. and East longitude 75°. A sort of j 
patriarchal government is formed among the Kirghis, 
chosen among themselves and guaranteed by the 
Russians, the president of which is in their pay, and is. 
chosen every three years. His authority is, if neces- 
sary, maintained by Cossack bayonets, and he is assisted 
by a divan, of whom half is chosen by the Russians. ' 
Under these circumstances many years will not elapse 
before the great mass of these Nomade tribes, whoso 
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numbers it is difttcult to eatimato correctly, though 
they are certainly very great, will be bond fide Russian 
subjects. 

In the time of tlie Empress Catherine, a new 
mineral, the (lio[itaz, was discovereil here by a man of 
the name of Ascher, who has given his name to it, 
which we are toltl exists nowhere else in the world. 
It is an oxitie of copper and iron, formed in crystals, 
the colour of malachite, on a stratum of quartz: the 
crystals are of so frial)le a nature, that they can never 
Ikj cut ns stones. Thanks to Prince Gortschakof, we 
brought away a beautiful specimen of it in block, as 
well as a number of small detached crystals. Had the 
season not been so far advanced, we bIiouM have much 
liked to make an excursion to Tschugo-Tschuk, but it 
was too late, and we thought we had no time to spare; 
as it turned out, however, we might have accomplished 
it very well, as far as tlic time was concerned, for we 
lingered unnecessarily long in several towns. 

We started from Seniipolatinsk at mid-day the Ifth, 
with clear, tine weather, but cold at night. For forty 
versts we continued to pass through the usual open 
country till wo came to the hanks of the Irtysch again, 
which we had to cross, fortunately by day-light, in a 
rickety bark, but without much wind. The stream 
was rai)id, but we made a good passage, and on the 
other side found ourselves in the territory of the 
Kirghis. They are perfectly peaceable in this neigh- 
bourhood, there is no necessity even for an escort; we 
saw every now and then their hibiikas at a distance, 
and the large cocks of bay for (heir cattle in the 
winter. The road was bad enough, and [>robably had 
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ncTPF had a carriage oTer it of the description we tra- 
velled in, but if we liad not crossed the river, we must 
have made a diHoiiy of some twenty versts throogli 
deep and almost impassable sand. We followed the 
Btream for twenty-one versts, when wo re-crossed it, 
and by this time it was dark, and the op|>osite side 
presented to us precipitous crags with a village perched 
at the top, like an eagle's aery, which wc did not se« 
any possibility of our carriage and horses scrambling 
tip. The latter, indeed, we left behind us to return to 
the post, but one hour was occupied iu getting over. 
After some time had been lost in bawling to the 
people on the other side, a raft was seen in the obscu- 
rity coming across, but the stream was so rapid, it wag 
a long while making the point where we were. AVhen 
we got nearly over, the Cossacks threw themselves 
into the water M'ith the greatest unconcern, though it 
was freezing hard, and by dint of hard labour sueceedcil 
in towing us to the landing-place. We were not long 
in getting to the post-house, and it is only on such 
occasions that one thoroughly eryoys the luxury oi" 
good tea with cream, which novor failed us. 

From this point the features of the countiy changed 
completely ; from a dead flat which wo had been so 
long accustomed to, we came all of a sudden uj>on a 
mountainous district with very picturesque scenery. 
This is the commencement of the lower chain of the 
Altai, which may be said to form the boundary of the 
Chinese and Russian empires. Flowers in profusion 
were beginning to hide their diminished heads under 
their winter clothing, which we should have found two 
days before in the bloom of summer. So sudden is 
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the transition from one season to another. Snow 
began to whiten the ground at niglit-fall, and the 
roads were bad and dreary ; at two posts distance from 
the village we had to cross the little river Uba, which, 
by daylight^ would have been a mere bagatette to what 
we had done before, and were often to do again. The 
river, however, was partially frozen over, and the raft 
of a very fragile description, and by some bad manage- 
ment they contrived to let the hinder part of the car- 
riage slip off into the ice, and there we were» stuck fast 
in the middle of the night, partially mider water, and 
as may be strpposed bitterly cold. There was nothing 
for it, but getting out, as best we might, and walking 
to the next village by moonlight, which was fortunately 
only two versts distance^ and we contrived to get two or 
three hours' sleep, on a very clean table, before the car* 
riage was in order to start again. The only loss was the 
time. Our misfortunes were only beginning, the roads 
were worse than can be imagined by anybody who has 
not been in such a country at the transition period, 
when there is not snow enough to go on sledges, and 
the ice and water make it next to impossible to go on 
wheela 
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In tbe next twelve hours we only accomplished eighty 
versts with eight, ten, and twelve horses harnessed to 
the carriage. Our ohject was to reach tlie fortress of 
Ust-Kamenogorsk that night, only ninety-five versts, 
but, when we came within fifteen versts of it, in 
passing a village, we made the discovery that a very 
rai)id river, the Ulba, which we liad to cross, was 
utterly impassahle from the (juantity of ice floating 
down it; the large floating hridge kept there to tow 
over jiassengers, had been removed tliat morning for 
the winter, and it was uncertain whether we could 
cross for two days. We made a merit of necessitv, and 
put for up tbe night in comfortable quarters, awaiting 
in patience the intelligence which the morning should 
bring us. 

The ajipeamnce of the country wo had passed 
through, gave us hopes of finding good provisions, iti 
which wo were not disappointed. The undulations of 
bill and dale, every part well cultivated, promised good 
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CoBsack quarters, anU we found a hospitalile reception. 
Excellent fish of several sorts, a variety of wild fruits 
preserved for winter use, and abundance of honey, 
seem to be the principal food of the inhabitants. One 
peasant told us that towards the close of the last cen- 
tury three bees liad been sent from Moscow, and that 
from this small stock the whole country was now sup 
jdicd with these useful little animals. They thrive 
well, from the number of flowers iti that district, but at 
times the bears do great mischief to tlie hives. Beavers 
were formerly very common in this part of Siberia, 
but they have been gradually destroyed for their skins, 
till the race has become almost extinct. It is now 
one of the dearest sorts of fur, a collar of the best 
quality for a coat, one that has the silvery points to it, 
cannot be bought anywhere under two hundred roubles, 
and in fact a great part of those which are sold 
in Russia come by way of England from America. 
Many of the English merchants, at Petersburg, buy 
furs of all sorts at the Hudson's Bay Company's sales 
in London, and send them out to Kamtchatka to the 
Russian-American Company, who have the privilege of 
importing them duty free, and so send them back again 
to Petersburg ; many, of course, are also smuggled in, 
but in either case the price is greatly increased. 

Next morning brought us the iuteliigenco that wo 
might attempt to cross the Ulba in a canoe, but that 
we must leave tlio carriage behind us. As we were 
obliged to retrace our steps In a few days, this was not 
very material, and we got into a telefja, with our cari)et 
bags, and went over fifteen versts of worse road, if pos- 
sible, than before, but the diflerence of the vehicle 
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made the rate of travelUog^, at all eveuts, more expedi- 
tious. One at a time we crossed the river, bnt it 
Inquired the utmost caution to licep the canoe in equi- 
librium, tlio stream was so rapid, and the massea of ice 
BO numerous. Our vessel vma literally a large tree 
hollowed out, which was puntett over between the 
pieces of ice, every one of whieh threatened to capsize 
us. The centre of the stream only was running water, 
the sides were already frozen up partially, so that it 
was no easy matter to land when we got across. 

The fortress is well situated on an eminence, and 
is a tolerably strong place by art, as well as its natural 
position. It is surroundctl on one side by the Altai 
leountains, here eighteen hundred feet high, over whieh 
lies the road to Buchtarminsk, and through which the 
Irtysch threads its ra\>\\i way to the point where it 
joins the BuchtarmA at the Chinese frontier. The 
to^vn of Ust-Kamenogorsk, which is small, lies in the 
\alley about three versts from the Ulba, although it is 
eleven hundred and fifty feet above the level of the 
Caspian Sea. The fortress contains some artillery and 
three or four hundred troops, with a population in the 
town of two thousand souls. Cochrane mentions that 
in his day it was commanded by a Frenchman who had 
been long enough in Siberia to forget his country, 
which he considers a singular circumstance. It once 
occurred to us to find a more strange phenomenon in 
the commandant of a fortress in Norway, who had been 
placed in that situation only a few years before by 
Bemadotte, and who had so far forgotten his mother 
tongue, without having learned much Non^'cgian, that 
we were never more astonished than when he informed 
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119 ho was a Frenchman. His French waa hardly intoU 
lijfiljk', ami if we had not bad his account of himself 
verified by others ^vc shouhl nut hare been eoDTiaeed 
of the correctness of his memory. 

It wouhl seem that Ust-Kamenogorsk is deBtbcd 
alwaj-s to be given into the charge of a foreijrnor, for 
on this occn-sion wo found its commandant a Colonel 
Macken, a Scotchman, by extraction, but bom in Rigs, 
where his pan-nt* wcro living eomo serenty years 
before. He too could not sprak one word of Englinh, 
but German tolerably fluently. Fetdingly did ho dcft- 
cant on the loni-linoss of his situation, as a pretode or 
excuse, perhaps, for a part of his biography, for which 
lie had no other justiBcation to oiler. He had only 
lately, at the age of seventy, and he was an old man of 
his age, been married to a very pretty young woman of 
eighteen. The lady had been edncatcd nt the admira- 
ble institntion of the enfans trouvi^x at Moscow, and her 
destination was, after her studies were completed, to 
act the part of mt}e femme at Ust-Kamenogorsk. Sbo 
was, of course, well l>roupht up, and has really very 
good manners, and wc will hope that now, Iherefon^ 
slie will act the fcmme sage. She was considered a 
great acquisition to the society of Ust-Kamenogorsk, 
even to those who did not require her professional 
assistance. The Colonel came, saw, and was contjuero*!, 
and without loss of time deprived the ladies of her ser- 
vices by making her his wife. We dined and spent an 
evening with the worthy veteran, who has a very good 
quarter, and his menage gave ub a favourable Jrapres- 
Bion of his spouse's being a good house-wife, as well as 
mid-wife. Wc also passed an evening at the house 
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of a merchant, which was very well furnished and com- 
fortable. He is a proprietor of silver mines in the 
neighbourhood, called Sjr&nofski, from the owner's 
name; the works were discontinued for the winter 
unluckily the very day we arrived, but we regretted it 
the less as we were going into the country of mines in 
a short time. Those of Riddersk are also not very far 
from hence. 

The town of Buchtarminsk is distant about a hun- 
dred versts, and in good weather the journey may 
easily be performed in half a day, although through a 
very mountainous country ; there are several redoubts 
of Cossacks on the road, and the usual plan is to return 
by water down the Irtysch, a distance of a hundred and 
fifty versts, and its rapid stream conveys you very plea- 
santly and expeditiously along. This was now, Low- 
ever, out of the question, although the road was a 
choice of evils only. In summer it must be beautiful, 
and has much to offer of interest to the naturalist and 
painter, who will find in this short space all possible 
varieties of hill and dale, mountain and water, cultiva- 
tion and the wildest scenery. The fortress is placed at 
about a verst from the Irtysch on its right bank, and 
is really a romantic spot, on a considerably higher 
elevation than Ust-Kamenogorsk, the fall to tliat place 
being three hundred and seventy-four feet. Its popu- 
lation is only eight hundred, and the cold rarely reaches 
25°. Tlie only curiosity it has to boast is the mark of 
the feet of a man and horse imprinted in the hard 
granite, apparently formed when the rock was in a 
state of fusion. They are so placed, and at such a 
distance from each other, as to represent a man stand- 
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ing and holding a horse at arm's length, who might be 
supposed to be trying to break away from him. In 
a country so superstitious as this, it may readily be 
imagined that the most absurd traditions are extant as 
to its origin, which is probably the constant running of 
water over the stone, for it has evidently at some time 
or other Iain in the bed of the river. 

About a hundred versts from hence, at Narym, are 
the first Chinese outposts, called there Kock-tuba, or 
Khoui-mai-lakhu, north of the Zaizang lake ; but the 
bold guardians of their country's frontier abandon their 
station at the approach of winter, and retire to the 
interior, so that we could not judge of their military 
appearance: it was described to us as a perfect bur« 
lesque on soldiery. The picquet is often changed, that 
the men may not become too intimately acquainted 
with the Russians. There are several places in this 
vicinity where the Russians wash the sands for gold^ 
and have opened some silver mines. Formerly the 
Chinese and Kirghis interfered with their operations, 
but now they are come to a good understanding on the 
subject. The scenery all around is fine, and Cochrane 
is almost poetical in describing it ; there is no doubt 
that a more eligible situation for settling a colony 
could not be selected, and it has also been mentioned 
as the entrep6t for the commerce with China, instead 
of Kiakhta. There would be water communication for 
the Chinese a part of the way by the river Narym, 
which falls into the Buchtarma and Trtysch, and in 
this way merchandise might be transported without 
difhculty to and from Tobolsk. 

During the time we bad lingered here, the Ulba 
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liad settled down into a quiet stream again, and all tbe 
ice MM carried away, so that we bad no difficulty in 
crossing. We got back to tbe village Mliero we had 
left the carriage, and found everything in statu <pw, but 
tbe appearance of the roads was most unpromising, and 
we had to cross the Uba at a very different point from 
that where wo had nearly fallen into tbe water dnring 
tlie night. We were anxious to reach it as soon as 
possible, for tbe ice was evidently on tbe increase, and 
it was very probable we might be obliged to wait a day 
or two in tbe carriage till there was a solid surface of 
ioe to allow us to pass. The first thirty-five verats 
ftwm the village, however, occupied us nine hours and 
a half: it was one constant ascent uji slipjwry half- 
froBen hills, so that it was as much as eight horses 
could do to prevent our retrograding. 

We arrived within a few vcrsts of the river at 
uight, and were therefore obliged to stop and sleep 
Bome hours at tbe post-house, as to pass it in darkness 
was wholly impracticable. In tbe morning, however, 
we Bucceeded, and a. few hours later it would have 
been impossible. Tbe Btream wis very broad and 
rapid, and the masses of ice succeeded each other so 
quickly, that nothing but the most solid raft and the 
aid of twenty men could have enabled «s to cross it. 
Wc accomplished it, however, successfully, but found 
the snow on the other side very deep, and decided that 
at Zm^nogorsk, where we hope<l to arrive that night, 
■we must take oif our wheels, and put the carriage on a 
Bledge. We had another small stream to cross, which 
offered no great difficulty; but tbe snow during tbe 
whole of tbe last relay to Zmi/uogorsk was up to tlic 
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a»le-trees, Riid tto were six hours in doing nineteen 
verste. We were to sUiy some days to see tlie mines, 
and viat somo foMtf/ues in the npiphbotirhood, so tiiat 
we had ample time to have everything put in order for 
our winter campaign. 

Zmeuogorsk, or the Snake Afountain, iB the resi- 
dence of the superintendent of the silver-mines, which 
form part of the aptitmye of the Emperor. It is a 
Tillage eittinted in the hcnrt of the mines, nml repre- 
sents, in regard to the private domains of the Crown, 
what Bamaoul is tn the public treasury. Colonel 
Ostermayer, the director of the works, received ns 
with the greatest hospitality, and we had only to regret 
that, although a German by birth, ho did not speak 
one Word of anything but Russian, which prevented 
our profiting as much as we shonM otherwise have 
done by his explanation of tlie dificrent processes of 
extracting the silver ore. The village is embedded, as 
it were, in an old mine, and probably fn former times 
the site Mhich it now occupies underwent the same 
process as we saw going througli in the mountains 
adjacent. 

Before descending into the subterranean caverns, 
we put on a mining dress, and were furnished each 
with a lamp to guide ns thrnngh the long galleries. 
After descending by a staircase upwards of fifty fathoms 
deep, ■we came to a gallery a hundred and fifty fathoms 
long, at the end of which was a water-wheel forty-two 
feet in diameter, wliich brouglit up the ore by a perpen- 
dicular shaft which conimuicnted with the a^wx of the 
mountains. This Mheol is named the pr^obmschimska, 
and the water which siip])lies it is brought by two 
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canals underground, one, two hundred and forty-one 
fathoms long, aud another, one hundred and thirtj 
fatlioms. These communicate, by another, sixty fathoms 
long, with a smaller wheel, caUeilEkalennskaia. Athird 
wheel is also turned by these streams before it reaches 
the clejshant machine, as it is called, so that four 
■wheels are kept in motion by the same water from the 
rivulet Zmenofska. Further on, galleries were cut in 
every direction, leading to other shafts wliich had 
ceased to be worked. Granite and porphyry are the 
component strata, and the water streamed from the 
walls, although the temperature below is always at 
about 8°. The difference in approaching the outer air 
was very sensible, for though the weather was beauti- 
fully clear, it froze hard, and the sun, though briglit 
and cheerful, had but little influence on the genera! 
temperature. 

Wlien we came up, we saw some convicts in irons 
at work on the solid rock above, but it was so 
hard, that the small quantities of ore which could be 
extracted in that manner, must be too inconsiderable 
to be taken into the account. We believe it is a 
unique instance of finding silver in strata of porphyry. 
We naturally supposed these wretches were Russian 
prisoners come to terminate their miserable existence 
in these mines; but upon inquiry, we found they were 
criminals from the neighbourhood, sentenced for minor 
offences to a few days' hard labour, as our vagabonds 
are to the tread-mill. 

The granite and porphyry which we saw in the 
living rock, undergoes six processes before tlie silver is 
extracted from it; and the expense is so great, that 
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there are very few private individuals wbo tliink it 
worth while to incur it. It is only in the case of the 
Crown, who employs its own peasants, and who are 
paid under any circumstances, that the profit is equiva- 
lent to the expense, unless by some accident a vein is 
found, which is more than usually rich, or can be 
worked at less than the ordinary outlay. The first 
process is the explosion from the rock, which is done 
by blasting. The second is the breaking it up into 
small pieces with hammers, just as we see the granite 
prepared for the macadamized roads with us. The 
tliird is powdering it fine by large hammers, which are 
worked by machinery. The fourth is putting the 
stone 80 pounded into furnaces in which the metallic 
particles are separated from tlie dross; this is done in 
immense smeltiug-houses, where a current of air is 
brought in from openings above to act the part of 
bellows, and create a draught in the furnace below, 
from whence the substance is poured out, cleared of 
its baser part^ but apparently not much more i)urified 
then when it was put in. 'ilie fifth process takes 
place in another furnace, where all the metallic par- 
ticles, except the silver, are cleared away. In the 
sixth and last, this is put into what the Germans call a 
treibofen, or douhly-hcated refining furnace, together 
with wedges of lead, which, in melting, dmw off with 
them any remaining drossy particles which have 
escaped in the previous process, and the silver being 
the heavier metal, sinks to the bottom of these 
tremendous furnaces, where it is left till it is cold. In 
this state it is forwarded to the mint at Petersburg, 
where a further process of refining takes placis to 
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Beparate from it the particles of gold, which are alwayi 
found with ailvor in greater or lesser quantities. 

These mines have been worked above a century, 
find are almost exiiauated : they only produce one 
zohtnik and a half of silver in every hundred pud of 
stone. A zotoinik is the ninety-sixth part of i 
pound. Tliese Crown peasants receive two roubles b"^ 
month, and twelve pounds of flour, whether employed 
in the mines or not; but the expense of production is 
usually calculated at an additional half zolotnik the hun- 
dred pud, so that the gain to the Crown is very trifling. 
There arc silver mines which produce four or five 
zohtnihs to every hundred pud; but even then the 
profit is insufficient to private speculators, because the 
Workmen are paid at a very high rate. The labour 
here is by no means excessive; tlie works are going on 
night and day, but three sets of workmen are employed, 
who relieve each other every eight hours, bo that no \ 
one works above eight hours in the twenty-four. The 
net produce is about two hundred puds per annum, 
and the clear profit on tlie pud is calculated here only I 
at three thousand roubles; thewhole return would there- 
fore only be six hundred thousand roubles, or not thirty 
thousand pounds a year. The Crown peasants hav^ 
in addition to tlieir two roubles and twelve pounds of j 
flour monthly, their lands and houses rent free, and enjoy | 
also a variety of privileges which make their condition, 
far superior to that of ordinary serfs. 

It may be as well here to correct the statement of j 
Captain Jesse, that he had from the best authority the 
estimate of Russian serfs placed at forty-five millions. 
The whole population of the empire is about sixty 
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millions, including all the Nomadic tribes and the two 
Siberias, of whom none are serfs. The Crown pcaaanti^ 
as accurately stated in an article in the Quarterly 
Review for the month of March, in 1841, and which 
we subsequently veritied at St. Petersburg, are twenty- 
two millionB ; then there are the nobles and priests, b 
jiretty numerous class, and the military. How then, 
iu Captain Jesse's sense, can there be forty-fiye milliona 
of serfs, for he means by that slaves, as he says, and 
the Crown peaiiauts certainly arc not so. His infor- 
mant, doubtless, included in tho number the Crown 
peasants, all in short who are not noble; but he could 
not mean to tell Captain Jesse there are forty-five mil- 
lions of slaves*. lie says too, that a Russian in speaking 
to a foreigner, gives them the mild name of peasants, 
which they do not adopt themselves, and implies that 
they call them slaves. Now, he knows sufficieut of the 
Russian language to bo well aware that in speaking 
Russian among themselves, they neither use the one 
term nor the other, but call them duches or Souls simply. 
These mines have produced altogether, since they 
have boon Crown property, rather more than a century, 
nearly a century and u half, fifty-five thousand puds of 
silver, and seventeen hundred puds of gold, besides 
lead and other minerals of more or less value. The 
establishment is on an immense ^calc, and gives iu the 
laboratory part of it constant employment to three 
hundred workmen: it appears managed with the most 
perfect regularity. The village is prettily situated, and 
the effect on emerging from the subterranean caveme 

* Bri^inucr calls tbctn twentj'-onc inillioDf, and ia uot far from 
the mnrli. 
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to the light of day, highly picturesque. We had 20° 
of cold, with a clear blue sky and bright sun ; and the 
whiteness of the driven snow on the irregularly shaped 
housetops, scattered about without order, as the exca- 
vations made room for them, gave a colouring to the 
tableau quite novel to European eyes. There is here 
a very good museum, and an elementary school con- 
taining eighty or ninety boys, where the rudiments of 
grammar, reading, writing, and arithmetic, are taught. 

On the 20th, we made an excursion to Kolyvan, a 
distance of thirty-two versts, where there is a govern- 
ment Jalirique for working ornamental vases, columns, 
and other objects of art. It is situated on the river 
Belaya, in the very centre of the Altai, and is sur- 
rounded with almost all the different sorts of stones 
which Siberia contains. Immense blocks of porphyry, 
agate, jasper, various kinds of fine-grained granite and 
marble, are here collected to be prepared for the palaces 
at Petersburg and elsewhere. The mountains immedi- 
ately adjacent to the lake of Kolyviin are composed of 
granite formed in horizontal strata, but at some dis- 
tance from it tlie porphyry has burst its way through 
the granite, and lies above it with layers of porphyry, 
filate, and jasper. The greatest curiosity here, is an 
enormous vase of green porjihyry, making for the 
Emperor, and indeed finished, excepting the polishing, 
■which, from the hardness of the material, is a long and 
laborious operation. It is sixteen feet long, ten feet 
wide, eight feet high, and weighs thirty thousand 
pounds. The form is elegant, an oval raised on a 
handsomely carved i>edestul, the workmaushiji very 
good, and being susceptible of a higli polish, it will. 
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when conipleteJ, have a superb effect. The expense of 
transport to Petersburg, will be something immense, 
though it will go the greater part of the way by water. 
It had been already five years in hand, and would 
require at least two more before it reaches its desti- 
nation. 

The establishment employs three hundred work- 
men, and is directed by a German officer, with the 
rank of colonel — a most agreeable, well-informed 
person, with whom ive dined, and who was delighted 
at receiving a visit from strangers. lie described his 
residence as dullness personified. He has but four 
pers^ons with whom he can converse at all, and a 
traveller is a most welcome and rare occurrence, lie 
told us that the neighbouring mountains offered the 
richest field to the naturalist, in every way, of any 
])art of the Altai, and that the scenery in summer is 
superb as we could imagine. The cold is not extreme, 
rarely exceeding 20", from it being so completely shel- 
tered by the mountains; and the heat in summer by 
day considerable: in spite of which, few plants ami 
vegetables come to maturity, owing to the coldness of 
the nights, which is such as to oblige them to have 
fires in the evening all the year round, except the 
month of July. 

We made our first journey en trahieau here, and 
bad enough it was in that way — on wheels it would 
have been impossible. The road was very mountainous, 
and lay through forests for eight or ten versts together, 
where the snow was drifted to the height of many feet, 
through which we had to force our way, it not being 
yet sutHeiently hard to resist the horses' feet. )u the 
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rapid descents, we constantly rolled over and ovet-; 
and three horses to a light iraineau had the greatest 
difficulty in getting up the long steep hills of snow, 
where there were no solid footing for tlicm. What we 
should have done with our carriage on such roads we 
know not; and we had still a long journey before us, 
before we sliould come to any town where we couJd 
leave it till our return from the far East, and to take 
it on the whole way was out of the question. The 
next day, a council of war was held, when it was 
decided we should go on to Barnaoui on wheels, a 
distance of two hundred and eighty versts: hnt the 
road was represented as good, and we were told wo 
should not find much snow, it being mostly over a 
dead flat. Accordingly, the carriage was fortified with 
very strong ashen shafts, which were fixed all round 
it, so as to force a passage through the snow in case of 
need — and thus we started for Barnaoui, Bad as 
our journey had been for some time past, it was evi- 
dent we had not reached the maximum, and that 
every day the roads would bo worse, till the snow liad 
settled down into solidity, Avhich, in parts where there 
is little communication, requires some time. We had 
generally ten or twelve horses, the Mhole of this 
journey, aud did not, withal, avemgo above five versts 
an hour. 

Our first stage M'as mountainous; but after that 
the Steppes began again, with driving snow and wind, 
almost amounting to what is called iu this country a 
burdn, or whirlwind, which is often fatal to travellere, 
if accompanied with snow in any quantity. Having 
tried the effects of fire, water, and air, under their 
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most fearful forms, we are inclined to give the pre- 
emiueiiec in point of horror to the latter. A burdn 
which overtakes you in a forest is less formidable, 
because you caiinot well get out of the right track, 
and the only danger ia being buried alive in the snow. 
But in an open Steppes country, when it ia very 
violent, the enow which ia falling becomes whirled 
round, and mixed with that which the wind raisee 
from the ground; so that, in broad daylight, the driver 
cRimot see an inch before him, and does not know 
whether he is going to the right or the left. Many 
fatal accidents occur in this way — carriages being 
rolled down precipices, or men aud horses frozen to 
death in the drifted snow, which naturally collects 
round the only object which interrupts its course for 
miles and miles. 

After thirty-six hours of most disagreeable travel- 
ling, we arrived safely at Barnaoul, one of the most 
important towns in this division of Siljeria, and were 
glad enough to get into a comfortable quarter, though 
not a brilliant one. The cold had become pretty 
severe, and there were all the indications of a heavy 
fall of snow, which, indeed, always occurs at thia 
season, aud generally lasts a fortnight, after which 
nothing more falls again for many months. 

The environs of Barnaoul are highly cultivated, 
the quantity of corn neeessary to supply it and the 
other fain-iijues in the vicinity being very great, 
Within a few versts of the town, we passed through 
some immense forests, which are, however, becoming 
every day rarer, from the immense quantities of wood 
required for the furnaces ; eighty thousand cubic 
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fathoms arc burned in a year. As we neared it, villages 
and ioclosures made an agreeable cliange in the pros- 
pect. A long and steep hill leads down into tlietown, 
which is only three hundred and sixty-six feet above the 
level of the Caspian. It is situated on the Ob', and a 
bridge is crossed where the little river Barnaoul forms 
the junction witli the parent stream. The town is 
three versts long, and in the narrowest part one wide. 
The spot on which it stands has probably been exca- 
vated at some period, it being so much lower than the 
level of the surrounding country, which seems quite 
mountainous from the valley below. The population 
increases, and is now about twelve thousand ; the traffic 
is considerable, from its being the depot of all the gold 
■which is found in Siberia, cast of the Ural. 

In one of the squares is a fine granite pillar, seventy 
feet high, to commemoi-ate the hundredth anniversary 
of the establishment of the mining works; it was 
erected in 1825. The governor of Tomsk, who is eu.' 
officio the chef oi the mining department, and usually 
a general of engineers, resides here during the summer 
months, and the society numbers among its members 
more persons of literary acquirements, than all the rest 
of Siberia put together. 

In the neighbourhood are a great number of silver 
mines, like those of Zmenogorek, crown property, the 
produce of which are sent to Barnaoul for smelting, 
generally into bars of one luindrcd pud each. Five 
hundred men are employed in the laborator}-, which is 
u quarter of a verst square. The oldest smclting- 
house is fifty fathoms long, and a newer one sixty-four. 
TTiey are very wide, and have several tiers of furnaces, 
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■which are supplied by a staircase behind, and the 
bellows belonging to them are of the most gigantic 
dimensions. The annual produce is about two hun- 
dred and fifty puds of silver, aud about a million of 
other metals, lead, copper, and iron. The proportion 
of gold extracted from the silver iu the mint at 
Petersburg is about twenty-five pounds to a thousand 
puds of silver. Tliere are a hundred and fifteen 
smelting ovens in all, twelve large open hearths, 
twelve refining furnaces, five furnaces for cleaning the 
copper, and fourteen calcining ovens. Two hundred 
and sixty thousand measures of coal, each containing 
twenty puds, and four hundred thousand puds more, 
as dissolvents for the great refining furnace, are 
annually consumed. Many million puds of material 
are brought here, to produce the (juantity of metal, 
which goes through pretty much the same process as 
we described at Zm^nogorsk; hut here, of course, all 
is on a much larger scale. 

The population of the whole government is little less 
than a hundred thousand, of whom one-half are employed 
in transporting the material, the ore, and the metals after 
they are worked, to the different points from whence 
they are shipped all over the empire. The price is low 
for this lahour, twelve or thirteen cop^ks the pud, but 
at that rate even, they calculate sixty-five thousand 
roubles yearly are expended on it. In this way every 
one is employed, so that no Jiart of Siberia is in so 
flourishing a condition as this government. In addi- 
tion to this the salaries of the officers of the establish- 
ment, which form a large sum, are all expended here, 
and the largesses winch are notoriously given to tho 
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chefs of tlie departments are in part, also, spent here, 
BO that the sum of money annually put into circulation 
must be very considerable. 

There is also a large paper-nmnufaetory, a glass- 
manufactory, and one for making ticking, on a great 
scale. But the great source of the riches of Barnaoul 
is, that all the gold from the Altai and East Siberia is 
brought here to one focus. The process of melting it 
into iugote preparatory to its being sent to the mint at 
Petersburg, is simple enough. Each proprietor brings 
his gold in bags sealed up, all mixed together indiscri- 
minately, dust, small pieces, and sometimes masses 
weighing several pounds. Tliese are put into the 
scales in the presence of the chef of the establishment 
and the proprietor, and then the contents are poured 
into large iron pots with a slight mixture of clay in 
them, made red-hot, previously, in the furnace. These 
are then put again into the furnace, which has been 
heated to the ne phis ultra, for forty minutes, at the 
expiration of which time the gold is in a liquid state, 
and is poured Into large quadrangular iron recipients, 
which contain a pud, if there is enough of gold belong- 
ing to one person. These are again weighed to see 
what is lost by the process of passing through the fire, 
and then the gold is tried and its value fixed according 
to the carat. The average loss in the melting is one 
and a-half per cent., hut it is, occasionally, as much as 
two or three per cent. We had some of the bars in 
our hands of fifty thousand roubles value, as soon as 
they were taken out of the pots, and a tempting sight 
it was to sec the valuable metal within one's grasp. 
The large proprietors of gold mines make immense 
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presontB, annually, to the officers employed in tbis ser- 
vice, anii the chef of the whole estahlishmont oftea 
makes a very large fortune in a few years by this 
means. As it depends ou him to fix the value of the 
gold, according to the quality, it is a matter of vital 
importance to the proprietor to bo on good terms with 
him. and we have seen the greatest court paid to indi- 
viduals on whoso report so much depends. It is said 
that there are persons much higher in authority than 
even he is, who have their share of these largesses, and 
if the system is so corrupt throughout, the revenue 
must lose considerably. It stands to reason that large 
sums cannot be expended every year in presents to 
governors and others, unless the gold is rated higher 
than its real worth, for otherwise there would be no 
object to gain, and it Mould be all dead loss. But 
where no one is allowed to get rid of his gold but 
through this channel, the temptation to fraud is great, 
and smuggling even goes on at Barnaoul. Gold is 
frequently bought for something under the price the 
government allows, by other proprietors who liave a 
quantity to send to head-C|uarters. Tlie smaller pro- 
prietor saves by this means tlie expense of carriage and 
presents to the different officers, and so it comes to 
pretty much the same to them ; perhaps, too, they 
have never had legal permission to search for it. 
Before this can be done, application must be made to 
government for a grant of the land on which it is pro- 
posed to work, and this is attended with some little 
expense, which he escapes by disiiosing of the gold 
surreptitiously to those who have authority to search 
for it. 
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When once the gold is weighed and valued, the 
proprietor has no further expense, the government 
takes upon itself the conveying it to Petersburg, 
whither it is sent three times in the winter and coined, 1 
fifteen per cent, being the tax which the Emperor 
receives for the cost of transport and coinage. The 
value of the gold is about fifty tliousand roubles the 
pud, and they generally calculate that the proprietor 
receives about thirty-seven thousand, the tax to go- 
vernment, and the presents, being deducted. The 
average expense of washing in a pretty good vein is 
twelve thousand roubles the pud, so that the net profit 
is twenty-five thousand roubles the pud. This is, of 
course, a calculation which holds good only where the 
parties are successful in the outset ; great numbers are 
mined without ever finding anything, and it is 
impossible to make any general calculation. Those 
who have been eminently fortunate, have admitted to 
us that there is very little sfavoir /aire required, luck 
is all — one man will expend a fortune on ground which j 
to all appearance is most likely to contain gold without J 
finding any, while another tumbles on a rich vein inl 
the first spade-full of sand he turns. The silver ore is i 
considerably richer here than at Znienogorek — some of I 
the stone produces four and even as much as eight t 
zoloinik to the hundred pud. Still private individuals J 
do not, in general, consider it a good speculation. 1 
There is much more risk attending the search for gold, I 
where the whole outlay is so often thrown away, but iffl 
it does succeed, the expense of washing the sand isfl 
less, than that of the numerous processes of extracting j 
the silver, and the profit vastly greater. 
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Tliere is an exceedingly good bcIiooI of cadets here, 
wliere mathematics, drawing, and the different hranches 
of an engineer's duties are tauglit. The Minoralogical 
Museum is first-rate, and the collection of stuffed hirds 
and animals as well as the collection of costumes of the 
Kamtcliadales and other northern tribes, is one of the 
best in the empire. It is almost a pity it should not 
he sent to Moscow or Petersburg, where it would bo 
more appreciated. The object which principally at- 
tracted our attention among the stuffed animals, was a 
tiger which was killed the year before between 
Barnaoul and Biisk, about fifty versts from the former, 
in latitude 62° Hf. Some peasants found it in a 
marsh, and unfortunately taking it for a wolf, attacked 
it with sticks; he killed two of them before he was shot 
by some sportsmen who came to their assistance. It 
is lower in stature than the royal tiger, has a short 
neck and a long body, and is of a speckled light yellow 
colour, had probably diminished in bulk from the 
change of climate, and was out of condition. From 
what a distance must this animal have wandered, and 
what could have been its object in such an expedition? 
Humboldt mentions them as being common in the 
neighbourhood of the Caspian, near the Aral lake, but 
even that is a long way off; this wanderer may perhaps 
have passed the llimmelaya, and etayed all winter to 
the north of them. The last that is recorded to have 
been seen in Siberia, before this one, was killed on the 
Lena in 1828, consequently, in a place whose tempera- 
ture was much lower than that of Petersburg. Mr. 
Levscliine describes one called the t/fihr, which wo 
imagine to be the same species as this one at Barnaoul, 
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found in tlie reeds of the Aral and Sir-Daraya. It is 
clear, therefore, that the inhabitants of the torrid zone 
can exist in tlie very opposite extreme. 

We found many more persona at Barncioul ' 
could speak French and German than in any othi 
town in Siberia; there is also a German church i 
school established here. There happened, too, 
some officers belonging to the Jardin des Pinnies of 
Petersburg, who bad been botanizing during the sum- 
mcr in the neighbourhood, who were waiting to return ■ 
with the convoy who escorted the gold to Petcrsbuij 
which was to start the end of December. Before ■ 
went on to East Siberia, we were anxious to see thtt 
eastern part of the Altai, the country inhabited by tha 
Kalmucks, and Kusnetski, a Tatar race, so called fronll 
their being employed in the iron foundries whicljl 
abound in that district. Ktisiielz signifies a smith i 
Russian. We deemed, from our late experience, tbati 
it would be better to take a carriage of the countryJ 
and leave our own at Bamaoul, as we must return then 
and lucky it was for us that we did so. At first w*j 
hardly found snow enough for the trainenu to slip com*! 
fortably, owing to the storms of wind which had drift 
it ofi" the roads. The post-houses where we stoppo 
were miserable-looking, and there was by no nieaod 
that appearance of comfort we were used to see, B^ 
degrees the roads improved, at least the snow increase* 
but a hundred and eighty versts which we had to j 
to the town of Bitsk occupied us twenty-five houn 
The last stage before you arrive there, the fine chai 
of the Altai mountains bursts upon you, and the vien 
in summer must be magnificent. You descend a stee] 
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mountain into tlie valley in wliicli the fortress stands, 
■well situated between two ridgos of the mountains, here 
five thouEiand feet above the level of tlic Caspian. 

Biisk is a large village, containing about two thou- 
sand inhabitants, and stands on the river Bi, at ita 
confluence witli the Katungn, in the middle of a natural 
amphitheatre formed by the Altai. Between the vil- 
lage and the mountain background is a fine forest, 
which has a superb aitpearanco from the elevated 
ground <m tlie opposite side, by which the valley is 
entered. There is some artillery in the fortress, but of 
what possible use it can Ije, except to be transported 
to some other place, we are at a loss to imagine. The 
greater part of a day was spent here, though there was 
nothing of particular interest, and it snowed so hard 
that there was no getting out of the house, and it blew 
a gale of wind: an agreeable prospect for us, with two 
hundred and twenty-five versts to do through a country 
little frequented, and where the gites were not likely 
to be of a superior description. The longer wo delayed 
the worse it would be for us, and in fact at every relay 
the accounts were more unfavourable than the last. 
Drifting, unfrozen snow made the roads almost impass- 
able, and we were every now and then cheered with 
the information that it sometimes bapi)en8 that the 
post is stopped for a whole week, while the snow ia 
being cut out. 

Bad as the weather was, sometimes almost a burdn, 
it was not cold; we were often sheltered by the foresta, 
one of which, near Kusnetsk, is fifty versts in width, 
and very hilly. At the post-house in the middle of 
the forest we thought we must have stopped for n 
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night at least — neither horses nor men much liked 
facing the inclemency of the weather ; but we perse- 
vered, and next morning, as we apjiroached Kusnetsk, 
it was clear and bright. The position of this fortress 
is the finest we saw on tiie whole tour, and might be 
made, if neceesai-y, exceedingly strong. It is placed on 
the top of a higli rock, from which it commands and 
protects the village in the plain below. There is a fine 
piece of water in the valley, which ia encircled by the 
Altai at a very short distance off; this chain does not 
rise here to anything like the heiglit it does at Biisk. 
The Kalmucks inhabit it to the number of forty thou- 
sand, many of whom we met in the sho)is, and were 
suqirised to see such good-looking people compared to 
the Kirghis and Tatar countenances we had been so 
long used to. They bring a variety of furs into the 
market here, and pay a tribute to both the Russian 
and Chinese empires, the only tribe who offer allegi- 
ance to the two nations. The village is pretty enough, 
and really contains much better shops than one could 
have any idea of in such an out-of-the-way place. It 
has also a curious old church, one of the most ancient 
in Siberia. We stayed here twenty-four hours, and 
then returned to Barnaoul direct; our road was the 
same as we had come the first four stages, and we did 
not find it improved. 

The long relay through the forest, twenty-eight 
verets, occupied us eleven hours in accomplishing, the 
enow had drifted to such an height; but as we got 
towards Barnaoul the weather had changed, and the 
sledging became very good. We had been thirty-nine 
hours in doing the two hundred and twenty-five vei-sts. 
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from BHsic to Kusnetsk, but from tliencc to Bsitiiaoiil, 
only two Iiundrcil and fifty, \vc were forty-eiglit liourg. 
We got back about tlie miiidle of tlie day, tho 31st 
of October, with a bright sun aud clear skv, and the 
thermometer at 25° below zero of Rt-aumur. The 
weather-wise told us we must not calculate ou having 
a continuance of fine weather — the usual quantity of 
enow had not yet fallen, and this was the proper season 
for it to come down. We remained there till the 
morning of the /jth of November, when we made 
another start for Tomsk with every indication of an 
approaching buran. 

When we got about half way, the eymptoms were 
no longer equivocal— we were fairly stopped by the 
storm, or, as they call it here when very violent, the 
furga, a name by no means inappropriate, for it seems 
as if the same wind blew from one hemisphere to the 
other, and thoroughly cleared away everything that 
crossed its patli. We had changed horses about four 
o'clock in the afternoon, at a small village, just as it 
was getting dusk, and had proceeded about a verst on 
our road, when the hurricane of snow was so tremen- 
dous that our drivers lost themselves completely, and 
literally did not know whether they were going to 
their right hand or left. It was fortunate we were so 
near tho village; there was nothing for it but trying to 
find our way back to it, which we succeeded in at last, 
but were a whole hour in doing tho single verst back- 
wards and forwards. The storm increased in intensity 
as the night came on, and we thought ourselves exceed- 
ingly lucky in being well housed. 

We were detained fifteen hours, when, the wind 
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having in a great degree subsided, vre proceeded on 
our way. The show was very dee]), but the weather 
fine and not very cold. Wc had from twelve to six- 
teen horacs to the carriage all the way, in spite of 
which we did not reach Tomsk till very late the night 
of the 5tli, and the whole distance from Barnaoul was 
little more thau four hundred versts. As we approached 
the town, there were evident marks of improvement in 
the cultivation of the lands, and inclosures became fre- 
quent. The forests were partially cleared away, and here 
and there small clumps of fine pine trees left to break 
the currentsof wind which sweep over the giant plains. 
Tomsk is situated on the river Tom, at no great 
distance from the point where it joins Katuuga. The 
confluence of these t^o rivers forms the gi'eat 01>', 
which, as we have before remarked, after pouring itself 
into a gulph of the same name at a considerable dis- 
tance to the north of Tobolsk, ultimately mixes its 
waters with those of the Frozen Ocean. Tlie cold had 
now become intense, and on the night of our arrival 
the thennometer stood at 27°. We arrived late, and 
got into an indifferent quarter, which was not alto- 
gether free from drauglits; it was but temporary, 
however, for the following day, after we had paid a 
visit to the Governor, General Beger, we were better 
lodged than we had yet been in any part of our journey. 
It was well indeed for us, for that day the spirit ther- 
mometer marked 35°, the coldest day but one at 
Tomsk in the whole year. There was a bright blue 
eky and clear simshine notwithstanding, and it was by 
no means intolerably cold on foot, though in tlie morn- 
ing, as we drove down to the Governor's in an open 
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sledge, the nose aud ears required constant friction to 
keep tbeiu from freezing. Tomsk has in a few years 
risen eonsidcrably in importance, and its populatiou 
increased to the nnmber of twelve tliousand, about tlie 
same as that of Bartiaoul. It possesses several tan- 
neries and cotton-stuft' manufactories, managed by tlic 
so-called Tatars; but from being a sort of halt- way 
house for all the tea and other merchandise which is 
sent from Klakhta to the fair of Irbit, and Moscow, as 
well as the point through which everytliJng that comes 
and goes to Kamtchatka and tlie nortlieru parts of 
Siberia must pass, there is a vast deal of movement in 
it, and often a great rjuantity of goods deposited in the 
magazine appropriated to that purpose. The city ia 
well and regularly built, the streets wide, and many of 
the houses of the rich merchants arc of brick, stuccoed 
over. Excepting as a safeguard against tire, we infi- 
nitely prefer one of wood ; the one we occupied of 
that sort was as comfortably fitted up as any one 
could desire, and we thought much warmer than the 
Goremor's, though his is in every way a much better 
house, and built of less combustible materials. 

The society is uumerons, and on an easy agreeable 
footing. The Governor's lady receives one night in 
the week. There Is a very good club, where the men 
meet three nights in the week to play at cards and 
billiards; and on Sundays there is a ball there, whea 
they generally muster a hundred. We were very 
much surprised at the toilette of tlie ladies, whicli was 
always elegant and often very handsome. We never 
saw any young persons at a ball who would not have 
been perfectly presentable in either of their metro- 
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polises, which are celebrated for the raagiiificence am 
costlhiess of the ladies' dresses. We were present 
nine or ten during our stay there. Few towns of tUii 
size can boast so many wealtliy inliabitants as Tomsk 
several are cited as millionaires, and many others 
extremely well off. These richards are proprietors 
gohl-mines, who make Tomsk their winter resideiK 
it being the nearest town to the places where 
usines are established. Besides these, tliere are tl 
parties who have the contract with Government for 
the distillation of spirits — a most lucrative speculation 
aud several persons oven have come here from Peters- 
burg and Moscow to establish themselves, for the coi 
venience of its contiguity to the rivers in whose sani 
the gold is found, with a view to pursuing that alluring 
occupation. The President of the Government, the 
law officers of the Crown, the mailre de police — a high 
functionary — and many other suboi-diuate civil ser- 
vants who wear the imperial uniform, form a numerous 
society, who meet at each other's houses to play whii 
and boston every night, after which they sup, and gen< 
rally separate before midnight. All the world, male 
and female, play, but the points are in general very low, 
and the richer the parties the less they were inclined 
to increase their stakes in general, we observed, 

Every day we were not otherwise engaged, durii 
our rather long stay here, we dined with the Governor, 
and more complete hospitality, in the fullest sense of 
the word, could not be found anywhere. We would 
humbly ask the detractors from Russian hospitali 
■whether it is a usual circumstance in England for 
stranger, and a foreigner too, to be I'eceived at dinni 
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every day for a moiitli ns one of ttie family, sans cerc- 
monie, by nny of tlieir acquaintance? if so, tbeir 
acquaintance difiers from ours. We need not mention 
Tomsk as a solitary ini^tance of tliie. for we fouud it 
the same tiiroughout the empire; and in three months 
we si)eiit at Moscow wc need never have dined at our 
own expense. Captain Jesse says, when they do show 
hospitahty, it is not from a kind feeling. Can anything 
be more indecent than such an imputation? We 
would beg to ask in what country a man who knows 
nobody is feted ? We have not yet met with it, and 
it is certainly not so in England. 

General Beger, tlie Govenior, is an officer of the 
mining eor])s, of German origin, but has forgotten his 
paternal language; his lady is pure Gennan, however, 
08 well as an adopted daughter, married to a Captain 
Meidel, an aide-de-camp of our friend Baron Ilowen, 
also a Courlander. They happened to be here, so that 
we Lad plenty of means of conversation, %vithout put- 
ting our little stock of Russian into requisition at his 
table. There are two or three persons in Tomsk also 
who speak French. Tlie military are less numerous 
here than in any society we have been thrown into in 
llussia, and they do not, as is usual, monopolize all the 
consideration. Excepting the Governor, there is not a 
single General, nor any body of very high rank, which 
gives an ease to the tone of society which cannot exist 
where the strictest etiquette is enforced, even to the 
buttons on the uuiforai. No military man is allowed 
to wear plain clothes till he has crossed the frontier of 
the empire. At the Governor's, when there was merely 
the family, the officers of the party were always in 
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undress, aa well as luTiiself. Personally to ourselvef 
nothing could exceed liis kindness, not only in making 
it a reproach if ever we omitted to dino with him, bill 
in offering; his carriage, and all the little civilities whiclfJl 
distinguish true hospitality from the cold formalities 
which a letter of introduction in some measure exacts. 
But we repeat again, that, -whether nt Moscow, a6 
Nijni, or in Siberia, we always met M-ith the sani 
kindness on every occasion ; and we believe that thos^ 
travellers who do not ttnd themselves treated in it-1 
similar manner have nobody but themselves to thante 
for it. 

"VVe may safely appeal to Count Woronzow's I 
numerous friends in England, whether he is not likely! 
to make an Englishman's residence at Odessa agree-; 
able to him, unless he is determined not to be pleased! 
with anything beforehand. To such we say, unless 
you come expressly to seek materials for an ill-natured 
book, why stay there? Captain Jesse appears to 
belong to the unfortunate class of travellers whomd 
nothing pleases. The Batavier, generally considered I 
an excellent steamer, is the worst tub be ever watf 1 
toBScd in: if he does not like the smell of bilge wateij I 
he must confine himself to travelling on teiTa JrrmOi I 
Rare, as be says it is, to meet with hospitality, ha I 
appears to take delight in criticising those people, par J 
cvcellence, from whom he admits to have received it, J 
Books of this description are the most likely things id | 
tbe world to make their statements verified in the casd 1 
of future travcllci-s, at all events. But, even if there I 
is no hidden cause why tlie traveller should see things I 
in Russia under an unfavourable light, if his vanity has 
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not been wounded by neglect, or Ins unwiUingnesa to 
conform himself to the habits and customs of the 
country have not excluiled him from anything more 
than tlie outside forms of ncrjuaintanco with tlui inha- 
bitants — on which account he decides for all the rest 
of the world that no intimacy can bo formed between 
an Englishman and a RuHsian — still, his ignorauce of 
the language, and limited means of judging whether 
the authority of those to whom lie applies fur informa- 
tion, on matters of which he admits his igiutrance, is 
worthy of being quoted, should make him hesitate a 
little in expressing a positive opiuion. Where facts 
are concerned, mis-statements are more inexcusabfe; 
but then one reader in a thousand only can judge 
whether the IHcts are true, so that is immaterial, and 
the pages are filled. 

Tn n work of considerable merit, by Mr. Bremner, 
repeated arguments are founded on facts wliicli never 
occurred. We will mention but one examjile, whicli 
occurs to ua at the moment — but there are many 
such. To prOTe the evil of despotism, he says that, 
under that fonn of government, it is dangerous for a 
man to be eminent even for his numerous virtues, 
and instances the Prince Dmitri Golitzin, wlio, he 
asserts, has been dismissed from the government of 
Moscow after having enjoyed the highest favour for 
many years, because ho was too kind-hearted to 
denounce the numerous conspiracies, existing ordy in 
the writer's imagination, but which he says are dis- 
seminated through the whole empire. "But," he asks, 
energetically, "will his disgrace arrest the tide of 
liberal opinions? It will but be the sigmxl for 
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increased activity and increased caution throughout 
all the wide rarnifications of the secret societies, 
which, in defiance of the exertions made to put them 
down, exist in every part of the empire." After so 
positive a statement, our readers will be surprised to 
learn, that Prince Golitziu never did fall into disgrace 
— has never ceased to be governor of Moscow — is so 
still — and, at the marriage of the Grand DukeC^sare- 
Tich, in 1841, alone received the title of "Highness," 
which not above half-a-dozen Russian subjects enjoy. 
Perhaps — wo only say perhaps — Mr. Bremuer's deduc- 
tions might be just, if the fact were true: but cadi 
questio, as we used to say in the schools. 

Without making it our business to correct tte 
faults in other travellers' books, we will fearlessly 
assert, that the unfavourable imjiression against Russia, 
in this country, would be in a great measure removed, if 
any competent person would act the part of censor, and 
only expunge from the books written on Russia during 
the last ten years the falsehoods which teem in them. 
Where matters of opinion are concerned, or personal 
views recorded, we will allow anything to pass muster; 
but stubborn things, called facts, should be true. We 
have only taken the liberty of making observations on 
contemporaneous writers, to prove, that two persons 
may travel about the same time in the same countries, 
and come away with very different impressions. We 
have so often observed, that when writers state they 
have seen certain things with their own eyes, we have 
no great difficulty in believing them, because we have 
witnessed something like them ourselves; but when 
something marvellous is recorded from hearsay, with 
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no antliority given, it generally happens tliat it is 
strictly after Paley'a definition, contrary to experience; 
because, wlien we were in a situation to Iiave seen and 
known it, if it bad occurred, we did not see it. 
General observations, sucU as the following, we con- 
sider refute themselves. "All who have studied the 
character of the Emperor, agree in asserting, that he 
aims at nothing short of universal conquest." Wo 
wonder any man of conunon sense could pen such a 
sentence; because there is, perhaps, no one subject on 
which writers differ so much as in their estimate of 
the Emperor's character; yet none that we liave ever 
read (we do not include English newspapers) ascribe to 
him so insane a project as tlio one just put fortli. AVhy 
not be a little moderate? say — as one writer does — 
that he aims at the conquest of India, or — as another 
— at that of Norway and Sweden, or— as a third — of 
Greece, Egypt, and Constantinople? but really uni- 
versal conquest is too sweeping a stroke even for an 
Emperor of Russia. What will tliey not attribute to 
the future Czar, whose name is Alexander? With 
such an ominous resemblance to the conqueror of old, 
one tcoi'ld will not satisfy his ambition. 

We are inclined to think, that, jf newspapers 
sprung up in Itussia as rapidly as they do in France 
and England, and that there was the same license of 
the press, the Emperor would be a gainer by it. As 
nothing scarcely is now published there, except under 
the authority of government, the most trifling event is 
swelled into importance, and everything that occurs 
has a variety of groundless causes attributed to it in 
foreign publications, simply because they arc not men- 
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tioneil at al! in Russian ones. For example, if tliei 
were a Morning Post at St. Petersburg, it would Iiai 
been mentioned three years ago that Count Woronzow 
wa8 gone to England to visit his sister, and no further 
notice ■wouhl have been taken of the circumstance. 
But, for Avaut of the " rate sacro" to record this natural 
matter of fact, an English writer finds out, some time 
afterwards, that he, too, has fiiUen into disgrace as wel 
as Prince Golitzin, because he is so liberal as not 
take the emoluments of his office, but gives them 
the stihordinates in his ckatife/krie — and that tl 
Emperor, to show his displeasure at such an act 
generositr, has banished bim, poor man! to Englani 
The same writer found out, when our lamented frien^'^ 
Prince Butera, married his amiable widow, that the 
Emperor consented only on condition of his residing 
in Russia, — the fact being, tliat he only did so after he 
was appointed minister at that court. But we were 
fi-equently struck with the total indift'erence that 
Russians have, even in the interior, where news do not 
travel quickly, orarrive constantly, about reading news- 
papers. We were infinitely more anxious in Siberiia 
to dcciplier tlie English news in the Russian papers, 
than those M-ho took them in were to learn what con- 
cerned themselves. They were generally contented 
when they had rend the gazette which contained the 
civil and military promotions: if they read anything 
further, it was more for the sake of killing time than 
anything else. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Mr, Astaseb^f. — ProceflB of searching for Qold. — Quantity fonnd 
sinco 1829. — Dangerous and Expensive Speculation. — Mode of 
Working it. — Sent to Bamaoul, and thence to Petersburg. — 
Value. — Net Profit. — Advantage to Russia. — State of the 
Exiles at Tomsk.— -None in Siberia in the Mines for Political 
Offences. — Government of Tomsk, area of. — Meteorological 
Observations. — Crawley, the Albino. — Superstitions of Tatars 
here. — Improvement in Town of Tomsk. — Great Fire. — Lon- 
gevity. — Mr. de Hedenstroro. — Road to Irkutsk. — Knisnoy6sk. 
—Valley of Yeniss^i. — Fertility. — Rivers of Eastern Siberia.— 
Angara and Yeniss^i. — Government of Irkutsk. 

Among those inhabitants of Tomsk, \Fhose speculations 
in the search for gold have been the most successful, 
and who have made a very rapid fortune, is a Mr. 
Astasch^f. His success shows, what dailj experience 
confirms, that good fortune, after all, is the one thing 
needful in order to get on in the world ; and that onlj 
a few, out of the many, possessed of equal talents and 
industry, for want of a favourable opportunity, or what 
is called a piece of luck to give them a good start, 
arrive at eminence in any pursuit to which they may 
happen to havid dedicated themselves. About ten 
years ago this gentleman retired fh>m the service of 
government, having been employed in the bureau of 
the minister of finance, with the nominal rank of 
colonel, and without a sous. His occupations in the 
office to which he belonged, probably had made him 
acquainted with the real state of the mining establish- 
ments in Siberia, more than the public in general can 
be, and especially of that department which relates to 
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the gold and silver. Tempted by the success wliicli 
he was well aware attended some individuals, and 
ignorant, perhaps, how few prizes there are compara- 
tively in that lottery, he determined on retiring from 
the service, in order to pursue this enticing metier. 

No person in the employ of goveniment is allowed 
directly, or indirectly, to be concerned in the business 
of working the sands for gold, a regulation most proper 
and wholesome in Russia, where gentlemen in office 
have such powers of undue influence, and where it 
could be so successfully and unjustly employed as in 
the case in question. Every free man, on the contrary, 
is allowed the privilege of endeavouring to ruin or 
make himself in this enterprise, without any difficulty 
or impediment. The losses, however, to individuals, 
have been often so great, that it is said the government 
have it in contemplation to impose some salutary check 
on the facility of embarking in the hazardoirs specula- 
tion. The profit is, doubtless, great to the revenue as 
well as individuals, when it is attended with success ; 
but as that is the exception, and not the rule, the evils 
occasioned by failure are so great, and the ruin to 
families so terrible, that it may be doubted if the 
community at large be gainers by it or not. As soon 
as any one has investigated the district where he pur- 
poses to make the search, and has satisfied himself that 
appearances are favourable, frem finding, perhaps, a 
few grains of the precious metal, he is obliged to 
announce the discoveiy to the nearest public func- 
tionary. The next step is to make application to the 
director of the nearest mining department belonging 
to the Crown, for leave to begin his undertaking. An 



J 



SEARCHING FOB GOLD. 



221 



officer of the rallies upon this is sent to measure out 
the ground, which is limited by law to five square 
verata. This is assigned to the person in question for 
as long a time as he chooses to occupy it, during which 
period he is, to all intents and purposes, the proprietor, 
and pays no rent to government. AV'hen all the 
arrangements are made, the speculator proceeds to 
erect huts for the workmen, and liis machines for the 
washing of the sand. Tiic only condition annexed, as 
we have before stated, is, that whatever gold he finds, 
must be immediately conveyed, after the season of 
work is over (the beginning of October) to the govern- 
ment dep6t at Barnaoul. The subsequent processes 
we have already described. 

The majority of the workmen employed at those 
establishments are persons banished from Russia, who 
receive from the police a stamped permission to reside 
on the spot for the term of one year. The permission 
is renewable at the end of that period. As the number 
of speculators increases, and the number of labourers 
rests pretty much the same, the price of labour lias 
risen considerably within the last few years. We had 
our accounts from the best autliority, namely, the pro- 
prietors themselves ; and as we know no particular 
object they could have in deceiving us believe them to 
be correct. The workman receives in hard money 
about eighteen roubles a month; in addition to this he 
is lodged, fed, and provided with a variety of articles 
which are luxuries to him, such as tobacco and brandy, 
at the expense of the employer. Some of the principal 
establishments are three hundred vcrsts from Tomsk, 
out of any main road, to which all provisions, Hour, 
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meat, fish for their numeroua fast-days, and other 
necessaries, must be conveyed on horseback, so that 
the expense to the employer ia very great. Wo were 
told by one of them that he calculated every labourer 
to cost him three roubles a day, that is, nearly three 
shillings, a sum which no man can make by simple 
manual labour, perhaps, in any other connti-y of the 
world. Mr. AstaschOf employs a thousand labouroi-s 
annually at this price; but then it is only during a 
portion of the year, from the mouth of April at the 
earliest, to the beginning of October, 

Before the year 1829 no gold was found in this 
part of Siberia, and, in fact, very little to the east of 
the Ural. In that year, a merchant at Tomsk, of the 
name of Popof, who was already possessed of a very 
considerable fortune, heard accidentally that a deserter, 
concealed in the woods, a hundred and fifty versts east 
of the town, had found gold in the sands. lie was an 
old man, and had a daughter, through whose means 
Popof discovered the place where her father had been 
digging, and immediately got a grant of the district. 
At firet he was not very successful, the produce being 
only about half a zohtnik to a hundred puds of sand 
washed. He then changed the theatre of his specula- 
tions, and removed his establishment to the northward, 
sixteen hundred versts north of Tobolsk, and north- 
west of Berezof. Here he found gold, but not in great 
fjuantitics; and as the soil there is constantly frozen, 
the expense was very great; and all the necessaries of 
life extremely dear, no bouses, and few workmen to be 
obtained. After having spent, in all, sixty-tliree 
thousand roubles, he returned to his former field 
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operations, and at the time of iiid death in 183*2, liad 
succeeded in amassing four or five puds of gold 
annually. But before he did this, he had searched in 
three hundred diffi-rent spots in the neighboui'hood of 
Tomsk. A short time previous to his death, he is said 
to have lent to Mr. Astaschef, of whom we have 
spoken, forty thousand roubles to begin his researches 
with. 

About the same period, came a rich merchant from 
Ekaterinburg, of the name of Riazanof, with a capital 
of two hundred thousand roubles to embark in the 
same speculation, and spent the whole of it without 
finding any gold. At last he fell in with a rich vein 
near the small river Kundustnik, of which Mr. Astaseh^f 
gained intelligence, and made his application for the 
ground, po as to deprive the other of his lawful pro- 
perty, after so much time and money had been thrown 
away, before he was lucky enough to hit upon tha 
treasure. A lawsuit on the subject was the conse- 
quence; but Riazanof finding that bis rival had too 
much protection, and that he should probably lose his 
action, saw there was nothing for it but coming to a 
compromise with him. The little river, near which 
they Iiad commenced operations, is about a hundred 
vcrets in length, and they agreed to divide it. The 
speculation turned out well, the pi-oduce being a 
zdotnik to the hundred pud, or double what Pnpof 
had found. After this they formed a company, toge- 
ther with several of the first personages at Petersburg, 
as it i9 said, the management, of course, being with 
the former, and the latter being what wo call sleeping 
partners, except that tlieir capital and influence, if 
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required, made them very desirable associatea. The 
Emperor is rejiorted to have heard of this confedera- 
tion, and to have hinted to some of the parties, that it 
was contrary to law for them to be concerned in such 
an enterprise, and inconsequence tbey sold their shares, 
to Mr. Astaschef, who is now a millionaire. 

The place where their establishment was formi 
and which turned out so lucrative an affair, is in the 
government of Yenisseik, near the rivers Tonba and 
Kan. The beat veins are generally found in small 
rivulets, which run into larger rivers; and it would, in 
fact, be useless to find gold in a district where there i8 
no water, as so much is required in washing the sani 
which contain it. The most profitable establishmei 
that exists in this part of Siberia, belongs also 
Messrs. Astaschef and Co., situated near the river 
Khorma, which falls into the Birussa, the frontier of 
the two governments of Irkutsk and Yenisseik. It 
in the country of a people called the Karagas, 
are as savage and uncivilized as the Kirghis almost 
Mr. Astaschi^f told us that it produced, in the jei 
1840, sixty-nine puds of gold, at the rate of thi 
zolotniks to the hundred i>uds of sand and stone, 
the calculation of a net profit of twenty-five thousaad' 
roubles the pud, this fortunate society would, therefore, 
have made in one year two million of roubles, and the 
greater part of it fell to the lot of one man, as he had 
bought up most of the shares of those who retired 
from the company on the Emperor's hint being given 
them. Tile immense quantity of sand which mi 
have been washed to produce this golden result, 
something almost incredible, and what is more, thei 
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is no assignable limit to the riches of this individual, 
who is under fifty years of age, for tliere is every pro- 
bability that not only the sands where they now are at 
work will not be exhausted for fifteen or twenty years, 
but that many other spots in the neighbourhood may 
be equally full of treasure. It is enough to call up 
the shade of Queen Christina of Sweden, and others 
who have spent their lives and fortunes in search of 
the philosopher's stone, if they could but know how 
much more easily it is found now, without the help of 
crucibles and alembics. Should such immense profits, 
however, be realized for any length of time, it is just 
possible that the government may interpose and claim 
some share of the proceeds, at least by increasing the 
tax, which is now of a trifling nature, and there caimot 
be said to be any great injustice done we apprehend. 

The process of washing is very simple, though 
improvements in machinery would diminish the expense 
materially, and what is of more importance, from the 
want of workmen, enable them to increase their 
operations considerably, which must now be limited in 
proportion to the number of labourers they can obtain. 
We believe it would be a most profitable speculation 
for any clever inventor of machinery to go out there, 
to devise some new plan for cleaning the materials 
from which the gold is extracted, and we are convinced 
he would make his fortune, as he might obtain a patent 
as easily as in this country. A large wooden machine 
is placed on an inclined plane, formed into different 
compartments, which are divided off by immense iron 
combs. The first of these is of a very strong and 
coarse description, as the material to pass through 
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tBem is composed of large pieces of quartz, stone and 
Band mixed together. Gold is generally found in 
quartz, wliich must be bruised into moderate sized 
pieces; but tlie time employed in so doing is often so 
great, that a good deal of gold is sacrificed, because it 
is not worth while to spend so much in breaking the 
stones. Water is then poured on the mass, and the 
larger pieces, and much of the sand is got rid of; the 
gold being heavier, stays at the bottom. This process 
is repeated several times, till all the sand and refuse 
has passed away, when the gold remains mixed with 
iron dust, Mith which it is usually accompanied. 

Large morsels of pure gold are often fomid unal- 
loyed with baser matter; we have seen some weighing 
six and seven pounds in Siberia, and in the Museum 
at Petersburg, a block found by the Emperor Alexander 
in the Ural, weighing twenty-four pounds, is valued at 
26,286/. sterling. When the Emperor was visiting 
the mine where it was found (it was not in sand), he 
is said to have kicked it accidentally, and the object 
which came in contact with the Imperial toe, on 
investigation, turned out to be this valuable mass of 
gold. It is just possible that it had been dug out 
before, and was replaced in that spot in order to give 
his Majesty tlio honour of finding it. It was found 
in the Imperial mine of Alexandrofski in the Ural. 

Great as these profits are, the establishments in the 
Ural are still more productive; the proportion of gold 
to the refuse at Sliask, near Zlataoust, is much 
greater, and the process of working it is better under- 
stood. 

There is a small plot of sand, about five vorsts long 
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nnd six hundred feet wide, in a little rivor which falls 
into the Tonguska, about ei^ht hundred versts from 
Tomsk, not far from the Y^nissc-i, which is perhaps 
the most productive of any part hitherto worked; but 
tlien it is of veiy email extent. It is said that as 
much aft a pound of gold has been extracted from the 
hundred pud of sand, and that the average of the 
whole gives twenty zdolniks to the hundred pud. 
This may well be, if it is found in large ulisscs separate 
from the stono and sand. The tliousand workmen 
employed by Mr. AstaBchof cost, perhaps, altogether 
five hundred roubles per head for the six months 
during which they work. The expense then would be 
half a million of roubles; to this must bo added the 
expenditure necessary for keeping up the machinery 
and houses for the labourers to live in, the cost of 
Sending the gold to BarnaonI, the various presents they 
give to the officers of all ranks and conditions con- 
nected with the cstabliMimont there, as M-ell as at the 
mint in Petersburg, all which they calculate very 
highly, perhaps more so than is quite true, and the 
fifteen per cent, the government receives for convoying 
it to Petersburg, assaying and coining; and then tlio 
proprietor receives from thirty-five to forty thousand 
roubles the pud, according to the carat. When all 
these deductions are made., the net profit is certainly 
not less than twenty-five thousand roubles the pud, as 
wo stated before. The gold is coined into dueats at 
Petersburg, and the proprietor has the option of taking 
them, or assignatf, ua he pleases. The Itussian govern- 
ment some time ago came to an understanding with 
the Dutch government about the coining ducats; M 
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they have contracted several loaiia at Amsterdam, it 
suits them better to pay their interest in ducats, the 
coin of that country, as it saves the expense of trans#f' 
actions with bankers. 

Gohl has also been found further east, on th»i 
Angara, and in the mountains about Nertchynsk, and 
there is no doubt that in process of time, when the 
population is augmented, and tliat part of the empire 
becomes more civilized, and better organized, that a 
vast increase will be made in the amount of treasure 
rescued annually from the bowels of the earth. The 
gross amount of gold now produced iu the Russian 
dominions, probably far exceeds that even of the 
Brazils, and every year the quantity is considerably 
increased. It is useless to give the publislied tables of 
the relative proportions found in the different districts, — 
and it is even doubtful whether the gross amount is 
not a little under-stated in the official documents. 
We know, from indisputable authority, that in the 
year 1840 the sum total was eight hundred puds, and 
they expected it would be increased to a thousand last 
year, but we have not heard the result. According to 
official accounts, in the go%'ernmenfs of Tomsk and 
Y^nisseik, the increase has been from one pud and ten 
pounds, to two hundred aud eleven puds and thirty- 
nine pounds since 1829. Supposing tlie greater part 
of this is paid in assiffiials, as it undoubtedly is, and 
that the value to the government of the pud of gold 
when coined, is nearer fifty than forty thousand roubles, 
it has at its disposition, in metallic currency, a sum of 
two million sterling annually, calculating eight liundred 
puds at forty-seven thousand roubles each, the produce 
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of their own dominions! There is, at all CTents, that 
addition to the assets in the Imperial treasury, and it 
matters not whether the profit goes to the government 
or individnais, the public in general is benefited hy it. 
There does not, however, appear to be as much gold in 
circulation as would be expected from the quantity 
that issues annually from the mint, and this is accounted 
for in two ways. The drain on the metallic currency, 
which is made by the jiayment of interest, a Cetranger, 
is one, the other a more singular one, which proves 
the disadvantage of the insecurity of property, even 
among the peasants. It is a known fact that a great 
deal of gold gets into the hands of the serfs, who 
prefer it to assignats, as it is less likely to be lost in 
case of fire. Many of them, who are much richer 
than people in general have any idea of, fearing that 
their wealth should be discovered, and seized upon 
either by the police or their lords and masters, bury 
their treasure in the ground. Not daring even to 
trust their nearest relatives with the secret of the 
hiding-place of their riches, they not unfrequently go 
out of the world without having declared where they 
have deposited the treasure, and in this way largo 
8ums in gold and silver are supposed to be lost for 
ever. We have heard many individual cases cited 
where this is known to have occun-cd, owing to the 
possessor delaying to reveal his secret till he was in 
exfyemis, and the hand of death overtaking him some- 
what sooner than he bad calcidatcd upon. 

Of the forty thousand roubles wliicli Mr. Astasch^f 
borrowed to begin his speculation with, he is said to 
have spent thirty-five thousand without any success. 
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He frankly admits that there is no skill or credit in 
findiug a vein of treasure; tliat many, who from their 
knowledge of the locality, and some geologioal aeiei 
o boot, shoukl have been mobt successful, have coi 
stantly failed, and that, as wo set out by stating, got 
fortune is all that is requisite. Notwitlistanding thii 
ve should think that a good geologist would have 
advantage in knowing, at least, the strata where gol 
is not likely to be found, and so would save much timi 
and expense, although he might not find it more readily 
than an uninformed person. Geological knowledge 
would, however, perhaps be more valuable in mountaia. 
research, than in the sands of a river, 

As Tomsk is one of the principal 2>lacea at whii 
the exiles are established, we had an opportunity of 
seeing something of their condition. We have already 
said that a great jiroportion of them are employed in 
the gold-washing establishments, and that their rate of 
wages, and general comforts, are infinitely higher and 
greater than they could ever receive, not only in 
Bnssia, but in any other country we are acquainted 
with. In addition to those who are thus employed, all 
the servants in tlio houses of people of rank and 
wealth at Tomsk aro taken from the same class. Wo 
have heard them always described by their masters as 
most excellent and trustworthy persons, that no thefts 
or disorder takes place, and from the experience wq 
bad of them, wo can fully corroborate the fact. In 
the whole immense journey we made, without having 
ever taken more precautions than we should have done 
in any other country, wo only lost one ninglu article, 
and that not in Siberia. As we have stated 
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hppinniiig of this work, in speaking of them at tUo 
Sparrow Hills, tlio preator part of tbe vxWm are gent 
t<j colonize for mgaitmdtif/e, and probably the wholo of 
tlie persona employed as domestic servants belong to 
this class. Those who prefer to e8tabli»li tliymselvoi 
in tlio country as fanncre, are provided witli a tiouiie, 
tlurty acres of laud, or moro if thoy can cuUivato It, 
a cow, gome sheep, and a hundred and twenty-five 
roubles in money, as an outfit. With this thoy have 
every prospect, by industry, of becoming not only 
independent, but wealthy. 

Tlie price of corn has been raised a hundred per 
cent, within a few years, owing to the increase iu the 
number of speculators who have ustahlished themselvoa 
at and about Tom*ik, so that the agrlculturiHt has an 
ample return for his labour, and the certninty of a 
comfortalde existence. Tliore is no such thing oa 
chains, no punishment or Itardship luflictocl, they are 
simply under tlie surveillance of the police, which is a 
condition from which iu fact no one is more or less 
exempt. Those who are acquainted with any trade, or 
have any skill to employ in any profuiBion above the 
common order of working men, are sure to make a 
profitable business. There being no indigenous tailors, 
or shoemakers, or watchmakers, or tradesmen of any 
gort, the arrival of any such persons Is an acquisition to 
aocioty at largo, and all these arc now found there, 
certainly equal, if not superior, to those found in any 
country town iu or out of the Hussian doininioux. The 
abandoned criminals are sent farther on, of whom wu 
shall speak in giving some description of Irkutsk, and 
even these are infinitely belter oH", than they have any 
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right to expect, oi- we firmly lielieve than they deserve. 
We know that among those who work in the gold- 
washing estabhshments for their daily bread, tliere are 
many, and these are principally Poles, wlio have seen 
better days, and belonged to a very different class of 
society than that into which they are here thrown. 
They, probably, prefer to live here in seclusion, rather 
than he exposed to public gaze either as servants or 
shopkeepers, knowing nothing of agriculture. Nor 
do we mean for one moment to deny, that cases 
of hardship and injustice frequently occur where poli- 
tical crimes are the causes of banishment. We only 
speak of the general condition of the masses. This, 
however, we can take upon us to assert, and defy con- 
tradiction, that there is not at this moment in any part 
of Russia one single human being working in tlte mines 
by order of government for jiolifical offences. Did 
delicacy not forbid us, we conld mention some great 
names now under sentence of banishment in Siberia, 
of whose guilt the most liberal cannot deny the black- 
ness, or the justice of their condemnation, whose state, 
excepting their being precluded from returning to 
Petersburg and their homes, is in every other respect, 
as comfortable as it can be. Such persons have their 
fatnihcs about them, and though their children born 
since their arrival in Siberia are not noble, they can, 
and doubtless will become so, by going to the military 
colleges, and entering the service like other people, 
The law only allows each of such persons to receive 
from their relations a thousand roubles a year, in 
money, though any amount of articles of necessity or 
even luxury may be sent them. This law, however, 
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like many otlicrs is constantly broken, and, |irobaljIy, 
not without the connivance of the authorities on many 
occawons. There are several we could mention who 
do receive a great deal more. 

The Russians, though with fewer ties iwihaps of 
home and friends than most other people, (we speak of 
cnurso of the lower orders) from their being dependent 
on the lord of the soil to which they belong, and never 
in a state of liberty, as the term is generally compre- 
hended, have still a fonder clinging to their country 
than many other nations. We believe it would bo 
more difficult to persuade a Russian peasant to a 
voluntary colonization, even in a country whore he 
would meet only his own countrymen, and find his own. 
language spoken, than any other people. Indeed, in 
Kngland, a man who has not the means of existence at 
home among the lower classes has much more difKculty 
in persuading himself to send his son to Australia, than 
people in the upper classes have to send their sons for 
twenty years to India. This may be partly owing, 
perhaps, to their doubt and uncertainty as to how he 
will really be provided for when ho gets there. The 
same is the case in Russia. We have often heard 
those who have been banished to Siberia, after they 
have been sometime established there, assert how much 
better their condition is, and that they would advise 
their friends at home, if possible, to come out there by 
way of bettering themselves. In spite of this, there 
are every year a great number who make their escape 
and go back to Russia, mth the great probability of 
being discovered and knouted, and having to make the 
long journey over again. Cut these also arc criminals. 
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who run any risk rather than remain in a simple quies- 
cent state, though tUey have nothing to complain of, 
and are certainly better oft; than they can hope to be 
under the constant dread of detection. We have our- 
selves talked to them under these circumatancea when 
again captured, and they have admitted the fact; bo 
that no argument can bo drai^Ti from the frequency of 
the attempts at escape, of the state in which they are, 
when in Siberia. It is a compulsory banishment, which 
is all they can say against it; but that is enough to 
induce them to attempt to get rid of it at any risk. 
The majority of those who thus escape are from Irkutsk, 
where the more notoriona felons, murderers, and 
incendiaries, are condemned to hard labour; which 
id, however, not of a very rigorous nature, aa we shall 
show hereafter. 

The government ofTomak, tho smallest of the four 
governments of West Siberia comprises a surface of 
22,446 square miles. It may bo a little more, perhaps^ 
now, because a few years ago a change waa made in 
the disposition of the governments of Omsk, Tomsk, 
and Tobolsk, when « part of the former was given to 
the latter two. This calculntinn makes it equal to the 
XB27th part of tho whole square surface of tlie globe. 
It lies between the 40° 30' and Gl" 30' parallels of 
north latitude. The south-east point is very moun- 
tainous, it contains a large portion of tlie Altai ; tlie 
south-western part is full of morasses and lakes, most 
of them bitter, being impregnated with aulphurio 
natron or impure glauber salt. In some of those there 
Is sweet water, containing a considerable deposit of 
common culinary salt, and in others magnesia. Where 
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the lakes abound, there are no forests. The north 
again is marshy and contains large forests, and is inha« 
bited by a people called Taygar. The greater part of 
the southern district belongs to the establishment of 
the mines, comprising Biisk, Kolyvani and Bamaoul, 
which were originally crown property and given by the 
Emperor to the mines, that part of Biisk being 
excepted where the Kalmucks reside in the south-east 
of the Altai, who, as we have mentioned, pay tribute to 
Russia as well as China. Kusnetsk belongs also to the 
mining district, excepting the part inhabited by the so- 
called Tatars of Tomsk, the Telengoutes, and three 
hundred Russians, peasants of the crown. 

The remaining part of the government of Tomsk, 
comprising the district of Kainsk, is still crown pro- 
perty, and is occupied by the crown peasants, who are 
independent of the officers of the mines, a few Tatars, 
and Ostiaks* The town of Kainsk is, however, under 
the authority of the mines, with those of which we 
have before spoken, Kolyvan, Bamaoul, Kusnetsk, 
Biisk, Semipolatinsk, Ust-Kamenogorsk, Zmenogorsk, 
and Narym, formerly, but no longer, a town. It may 
be interesting to some of our readers to give a table of 
observations, made by our friend Mr. de Hedenstrom 
at his residence nine versts from the town of Tomsk, 
we therefore subjoin it. 

The mean temperature of each month is on the 
scale of Rel[umur: — 

Degrees. 
November, 1840, -- 137847666 

December, 18*5132580 

January, 1841, - 177940379 
February, 12-5370964 
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Degrees. 


Marci>, 


Itl41 


- 4-S277777 


April, 





+ 000205nO 


May, 


, 


+ 13.5365000 


June, 





+ ] 3' 1370000 


July, 


, 


+ 15-2225800 


Aujrust, 





+ 9-3fi(i6G(i6 


September, 





+ 23488888 


To tLo 2O1I1 Outobor 





+ 03680000 



From tbis it ajtpcars that the mcaa aQiiual tempera- 
ture is — l^.OS. The greatest cold was on the Slat of 
December, — 36°. The greatest heat hi the shade 
towards the north + 28°.25 at twelve, two, and four 
o'clock on the 13th of July. In the sun on the 21st 
of July the thermometer was as high as 40°. 

The mean height of the barometer in English 
inches and the corresponding scale of Reaumur was as 
follows : — 



From the 1? 


h of Jamiary 


Indies. 




Degree*. 




to the 1st of February 


3019546 


+ 


13-99106 


R. 


The month of February 


30-1504(3071 


+ 


14-25871 


R. 


„ 


March, 


29-t)93290 


+ 


15-164 


H. 


„ 


April, 


29-9109 


+ 


I4-2818 


R. 


„ 


May, 


29-581 


+ 


15-543 


R. 


„ 


June, 


29-496 


-t- 


14-563 


R. 


„ 


July, 


29-596451 


+ 


16-90 


R. 


„ 


August, 


29-680 


4- 


13-7474 


R. 




September 


29-692 


+ 


13-556 


R. 


Tu'the20t 


of Octuber, 


29-800 


+ 


14-4 


H. 


lliIcaD. 


.29-78 


+ 


14-65. 


R. 



The table of winds was as under, and the observa- 
tions were made in this way: east and west are marked 
only wlien the wind was due east and west; N.W., 
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W.N.W., E.N.E., are given to the north; E.S.E., 
W.S. W., S,W., and S.E., are given to the south. 



In the last half of January, 
„ Febraary, 

„ March, 

April, 
May, 
June, 
July, 
Aup;u8t, 
September, 
To the 20th of October, 



1841, 



»> 



5» 



J> 



9» 



>» 



»» 



S. N. K W. 

42 16 9 5 times 

192 as ... 7 

322 147 16 6 

358 154 6 4 

223 48 1 11 

151 91 5 15 

141 88 12 39 

145 98 1 35 

188 34 30 18 

137 22 3 8 

1899 733 83 148 times 



In the year 1841, the season was later than the 
preceding one. The thaw did not take place till a 
fortnight later. In 1840 the ground was fit to receive 
the seed on the 2l8t of April, in 1841 not till the 6th 
of May. The white frosts here are almost as fatal to 
the crops, as we have before stated them to be farther 
to the south-east. In the two latter years they began 
on the 2nd and 3rd of August, and the oats and 
tobacco were nipped in consequence. The rye is the 
grain which suffers the least from them, and is, there- 
fore, the most profitable crop to the farmer. It 
returns forty-three times the quantity sowed. In 
compensation for the lateness of the spring in 1841, 
the winter was also proportionally late ; the river Tom 
wliich runs through the town of Tomsk, and was frozen 
over in 1840 the 8th of October, but was free from 
ice on the 20th in 1841, how much later we cannot 
say. The winter also in Petersburg appears to have 
been unusually retarded. 
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The census of the population of the government of 
Tomsk made in 1841, gave a total of 459,000 i)er8ons 
of both sexes, bo that the ratio is not quite twenty- 
three to the square mile, according to the calculation 
made above. When out of this number a large pro- 
portion have other occupatious than agriculture, it is 
clear that much land which might be profitably brought 
into cultivation, must be left nntilled. 

We found at Tomsk a singular individual, a coun- 
tryman of our own, who has established there a 
trakhiir, or little inn, Mith a billiard-room, the first of 
the sort which was known in this town. His name is 
Crawley; and he is one of the family of Albinos, who 
Was exhibited in London some years ago, and after- 
wards travelled all over Europe, into Greece and 
Turkey, and then thought ho should make a good 
speculation of going to China. His father was brought 
by some traveller from Abyssinia as a young man, and 
married in London an English woman, and took her 
name. The offspring of this marriage ivaa five children, 
three sons, all like the one at Tomsk, and two danghterS 
of the mother's complexion. The one in question is 
now nine and thirty, has very long hair like a woman's, 
which is tied up behind in a qneue, milk white, and as 
fine and soft as silk. He has a fair complexion, and 
little or no beard, and all the hair on his body is the 
same colour as that of his head. His eyebrows and 
eyelashes are the same, and his eyes rose-coloured, 
something lighter than a ferret's. He has long cea*ed 
to exhibit himself for money; but made a great deal 
at Petersburg and Moscow. After that time he did 
not find so many curious persons on his journey east- 
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ward to Siberia, and finding his puree diminisli, tlioiiglit 
it better not to risk spending the ivst for nothing, or 
liis plan wns to go to China. His remaining capital he 
expended in buying gome premises at Tomsk, and Bays 
ho is doing well, ami should do very well, but for the 
long credit he is o)>ligcd to give to a certain clam of 
hie customers, many of which debts, in the long run, 
become very bad ones. lie has been established thoro 
altnut three years, and is evidently flourishing from his 
having bought a new house last winter for a consider- 
able sum of money. He speaks five or six languages. 
Johu Dull wili get on wherever he settleii himself. 
Tlic large fortunes made by Englishmen in Russia in 
former days are no longer so easy to realize, bccatiso 
the sons and grandsons of those who fixed themselves 
there permanently seventy or eighty years ago have 
the advantage of being KngUah, but born in Russia, so 
that they know the language and customs naturally 
better than any new-eomers. With all this they do 
very well in Petersburg; but the jealousy of the lower 
classes in the country is a most serious, and almost 
insurmountable impediment. 

Since wc were at Tomsk, tlie Governor, General 
Begcr, has been called into the council of the Mining 
Corps at Petersburg, and liis place flu])plied by a Mr. 
Tatarinof, formerly at the head of the mining esta- 
blishment at Nertchynsk. 

We have before spoken of various suporstitions 
prevalent in the uorthcni parts of Siberia, it would 
Mcm their ramifications are extended far south, if that 
was not the original seat of them, which is more pro- 
bable. There is a CJerman gentleman, who has been 
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established for a few years at Tomsk, a clever, sensible 
man, a good mechanic, and musician, and one who has 
nothing about him to make one imagine that he is 
weak enough to give too easy an ear to tales of the 
marvellous, wlio recounted to us the following, which 
occurred to himself. He declared solemnly, that though 
he had often heard of the superstition, he was just as 
incredulous as ourselves, but that the fact in question 
staggered him. He had had occasion to employ some 
of the Tatars in the neighbourliood upon a building ho 
was constructing, and having quarrelled with one of 
them on some account, was obliged to discharge him. 
The fellow went away muttering that he would have 
his revenge. Our informant is a remarkably good shot 
with a rifle, and his rifle, which we have often seen, is 
a very good one. One day, soon after this affair with 
the Tatar occurred, he was out shooting (felinottes, and 
had shot particularly well, not missing a shot the whole 
morning. It happened to be a holiday, and the Tatar 
was out shooting too, and he met him. The Tatar 
came up to him, and said, " You have killed your last 
gelinotte to-day, you will kill no more." Our friend 
knew very well what he meant, did not put himself 
out of temper, but laughed at the fellow, who repeated 
his words. Presently he saw a gelinotte at the top of a 
tree, fired at it and missed, and he assured us, on his 
honour, that he fired eight times at the bird without 
touching R feather. Tliiuking he might have been 
made unsteady by what the Tatar had said to him, and 
that ho was nervous, he begged a friend, who was with 
him, an excellent shot, as indeed tbey all are there, to 
take iiis rifle and try his luck with it; he did so, and 
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with the samo result, the whole day he never touched 
a feather. The following morning, when he had slept 
upon it, he tried the rifle at a mark, and still he could 
do nothing. The prevalent superstition is, that these 
Tatars have a cliarni, hy which they can prevent a rifle 
shootiug straight by mere simple words, without touch- 
ing it, as on this occasion. Tliere are others who have 
a counter-charm, and it does not follow that a man 
who knows the one, should know the other also. Our 
friend was disconsolate, and began to be a convert to 
the popular belief, and actually, as he informed us, 
found out a Tatar who knew the counter-charm, paid 
him a sum of money to exorcise his rifle, and from 
that time forth it has shot as well as before. That the 
latter part is true, we cau vouch ; for the rest we have 
nothing to say, but that wo had no reason to doubt our 
informant's veracity. They offer to sell their secret 
for twenty-five roubles, but we had not faith enough to 
make us throw away our money. 

Another wonderful story of the same description 
they relate there, which we were also assured had 
positively occurred. Some time ago there was a 
famous robber, who was notorious for the number of 
thefts and murders he had committed, and who had 
established himself with his wife in the mountains. 
And all attempts to take him had been in vain. The 
wife loaded his rifle for him, and assisted him iu all his 
engagements with the police. At last an active officer, 
with a body of three hundred peasants, was sent against 
him, and he shot forty of them, without a single ball 
ever touching him, so that at last the only thing to be 
tried was taking him by assault on the steep rock, 



where lie was stationed. All was to no purpose, the 
peasants fell one after another, till they would not 
return any more to the attack. In this emergency an 
old man oifered, for a sum of five luuulred roubleti, and 
a promise on oath that he should not be tried for 
sorcery, to undertake to make him prisoner. The 
bargain was made, and tho old man merely got on his 
horse, rode round tho mountain where the brigand was 
(•nsconced, repeated his cliarui, and the man was taken 
witliout any furtlier difficulty. C'rcdat Judaus! !! 

The towu of Tomsk is imjiroving rapidly every year 
in its buildings and general appearance. A number 
of handsome brick liouses are in construction, and if 
many other speculators, in the search for gold, succeed 
as some of its inhabitants have done, in a very few 
years it will be a most agreeable residence. There are 
several manufactories of soap and cloth, a large distil- 
lery of brandy, good barracks, military and civil hos- 
pitals, an establishment for foundlings, a large miHtary 
Bchool, and a district college, a well-stocked public 
dispensary, a good club, and, as we have said, a most 
hospitable and sociable society. During our stay here 
■we had the pleasure of again seeing Prince Gortschakof, 
the Governor-general, who came for a few days on his 
annual tour of inspection, and the town was very gay 
with dinners and balls in his honour. General Falk- 
enburg, from Omsk, was also liere some time on his 
way to Kiakhta, his district, as general of gendarmerie, 
comprising the whole of Siberia as far as that point. 

We lost no time after our arrival in disposing of 
our carriage, as it was out of the question attempting 
to proceed farther, excepting in a carriage of the 
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country, a tarantass, placed ou a. eledge, the whiter 
having iairly set in. We were fortunate enough to 
(lispotjc of it for the Eame sum it cost at Moscow, It 
certainh' m'os not much the worse for tbo jouniojr, and 
the purchaser had a good Moscow carriage without the 
expense of bringing it four thousand versts. We were 
extremely well lodged, as we said, opposite to the 
gnveriior'8, in a handsome, solid, but wooden house; 
the carriage and imperials had been taken away by the 
new owner, and a (arantais, purchased in its stead, 
brought into the courtyard, and our effects were scat- 
tered in consequence in Tarious j)artB of the rooms 
which wo inhabited. At about seveu o'clock on tlie 
morning of the 4 itii of November (it was ou a Sunday 
morning), we were sleeping, as usual, on the floor, (for 
we were never in a bed from the time wo left Moscow 
till we returned to it, except on two occasions,) and 
sound asleep, when we were suddenly roused by our 
companion calling out "Fire! fire!" Wo got up at 
first rather leisurely, and fancied we heard some oue in 
the next room, wliich did not belong to ub, throw 
water on the door against which our ])illow rested, 
and turned to our companion, saying wo thought it 
was extinguished, but he had disappeared. In an 
instant the smoke and flames rushed out from beneath 
the door against which we had been sleeping a minute 
before, and wo had just time to collect the cloak which 
had formed our covering, and being perfectly undressed, 
to hurry on a pelisse and n pair of boots, in order to 
save our effects. In this way we went down into the 
courtyard with as much as we could carry, there being 
25° of cold, and three times came up and down with 
R 2 
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our goods aiitl chattels, having just time enough to save 
everything of any consequence, which we could recol- 
lect where to lay our hamls upon. The third time the 
flaraea had gained head so much, that it was impossible 
to attempt to do any thing further; but the scene we 
shall never forget. The upper story of tlie house (we 
were au pi'cmier) was occupied by the family to whom 
it belonged, there were several young children, and it 
being Sunday morning nobody was up, and the scream- 
ing and confusion beggars all description. There waa 
but one staircase, and a passage to it common to us 
both, which we found blocked up by one of those 
immense coffers, which are seen in all rich Russian 
merchants' houses, coutaiuiug their money, which, of 
course, was the first thing they thought of saving. 
Wo were lucky enough to save everything of any 
value; a few trifles, with some minerals, and a few 
Chinese curiosities we had collected at Semipolatinsk, 
were all we lost. Our companion was not so fortunate, 
for instead of assisting to save his things, he left all to 
his servant, and ran over to the governor's to call his 
people to his aid; the consequence was that he lost a 
good deal, aud, as in a journey of that kind one, of 
course, only takes what is absolutely necessary, any 
loss is serious, because, especially there, one is not sure 
of being able to repair it. "When we had got our 
effects into the iarantass, by dint of a good deal of 
Tociferation, we persuaded some peasants to drag it 
over to the governor's, aud having seen it in safety, 
went into his house to dress. 

Tlie excitement of the moment prevented us feeling 
the intensity of the cold. The scene from the opposite 
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windows was ma^ificeiit ; lo less tban Lalf an hour 
after we quitted it, tiie whole house was one body of 
flame, and in two hours it was burned to the ground. 
Every exertion, however, was made to put out the fire, 
but in vain. The engines were there inslauttj-; all the 
military and police on the spot, and the greater part of 
the inhabitants, all of whom were obliged to work at 
the engines, and supply water, which was in abundance, 
in spite of the severe frost ; it froze, however, of 
course, immediately, and in a wooden iiouse, dried as 
it is by being constantly heated all over with stoves, it 
seems a perfect imjwssibility to arre&t the fury of thg 
flames. Happily no lives were lost, and no accident 
happened. The proprietor saved literally nothing, 
except the strong box, which was got down stairs on 
the first alarm. There Mas plate to the value of ten 
thousand roubles in the Iiouse, which, of coui-se, all 
melted, and some little of it was rescued from tha 
ruins afterwards. Every thuig was consumed; the firo 
had been burning, it is supposed, some hours before it 
was discovered, and the flames were seen through Iho 
windows in the street, at the same moment we became 
aware of it inside. It was thought to have originated 
in the following manner. In the next room to us, in 
the corner close at the back of our head, there was, as 
is usual in every room in every Russian honse email or 
great, an image. This happened to be a very handsome 
and costly one. There was in the family an old man, 
and an old woman, the latter being half an idiot, who 
were Roskohiiks, and who liad got up at four o'clock 
in the morning to go to their devotions. Before she 
went out, the old woman had lighted the image with 
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the wax-taper as usual, but instead of placing it straight 
np, ao as imt to touch the frame-work of the image, 
she had placed it slanting, so that when it burned 
down to a certain point, it naturally set fire to tho 
frame in which tho Virgin was encased. 

We had a narrow escape of being burned to death 
without doubt, another quarter of an hour and it would 
have been too late; we slept so sound that the flames 
came out under the door against which we were sleep- 
ing, and all but touched our heads, so that our friends 
enquired whether our hair was singed; in spito of 
which our companion had considerable difficulty in 
awakening us, and he slept at some distance from 
the spot from whence tho smoke issued, so that we 
ought naturally to have done that office for him. 
Nothing could exceed the activity of the authorities 
and firemen in doing all that was possible to arrest 
the flames; in fact, all over Russia, and especially in 
Petersburg and SIoscow, the arrangements in case of 
fire are admirable, and most expeditiously put in prac- 
tice. But where many of the houses are built entirely 
of wood, the only hope is to cut off" tho communi- 
cations, and prevent the mischief spreading beyond 
the house where it originates. In this they were suc- 
cessful: our house was isolated in a largo courtyard, 
and though at first the wind was high, and tlie roof of 
the adjoining house was taken off for precaution's sake, 
nothing but the house itself was burned, not even tho 
outhouses belonging to the establishment. Though 
we lived in the main street, which is of considerable 
width, the flames set directly across towards the gover- 
nor's house, where we stood viewing the catastrophe. 
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and tliG heat was at one time so great, that we could 
not boar to put our hands on the windows, and we 
were for a littlo while uuder apprehension that the fire 
might communicate even at that distance. The wind, 
however, fortunately subsided entirely, and by mid-day 
all was as if it had never been, though wo heard that 
the ruins smoked for six weeks afterwards. The house 
was insured at Petersburg, wo believe for quite its full 
value, which was a considerable consolation, particu- 
larly as it was quite new, the proprietor having met 
with the same accident three or four years l>efore. We 
were immediately installe<l in a new lodging with 
General Falkenbui^, who arrived that evening, and 
our first act on entering it, being unobserved, was to 
extinguish the Virgin's candle; a heinous offence 
doubtless, but ictus piscntor timet. "We did hear some- 
thing whispered about the accident being attributed to 
the agency of an heretic inhabiting the house, but 
believe it was only a joke of some of our friends, for 
superstitious as they are, and attached to their religion, 
their tolerance towards all persons who profess a dif- 
ferent creed from themeelvea is a peculiar mark of a 
Russian. 

Notwithstanding the BOTerity of the climate, and 
that the population of Siberia increases but very slowly, 
if at all, the instances of extraordinary longevity are 
not at all unfrequent. Tlie Bishop of Tomsk told us 
that iu his diocese the preceding year a man had died 
at the ago of a hundred and sixty-two, having a son at 
the time of his death aged a hundred and ten. We 
heard of another person then living of upwards of a 
hundred and thirty years old, residing at a distance of 
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Only sixty vcrsts from Tomsk, but it was too far to { 
to see Buch a phenomeuou. Tliis longevity is, perhapi 
attributable to the abstinence finm animal food, 
this neighbourhood, where fish is exceedingly abundant 
and cheap, it is probable that a man of the lower 
orders might have lived that great number of yeai 
without almost tasting meat. But in the Russian b 
tistica there are a number of cases cited of extreme 
old age; we remember to have read of a mauj who, in 
the time of the Empress Catherine, was sent for to 
court at the age of a hundred and forty, who had given 
eighty-six subjects, by five wives, to her Imperial 
Majesty and her predeeessora. lie could not, by tho 
bye, have been a member of the Russian-Greek church, 
however, as she only allows her children to enter three 
times into the holy state of matrimony, her daughters 
at least, and we imagine she is not so partial as to 
impose so glaring a disadvantage on the ienu scj'e. OM 
Parr had a son after he commenced his second century, 
and died at the age of a hundred and fifty-two. 

We left Tomsk extremely pleased with our sojourn 
there, and grateful for the kindness and hospitality wo 
had received from all classes. Among the acquaint- 
ances we made, was that of Mr. de Hedenstrom, whom 
we have so often quoted, and to whom we are indebted 
for so much of tho information, which has enabled us 
taut bien gite nial to fill these pages. He is, perha|)s, 
better acquainted than anybody living with East Sibe- 
ria, and though no longer connected with it officially, 
yet, from having inhabited various jiarts of Siberia, 
except for one interval of a year or two that he spoilt 
at Petersburg, since 1808, he has imbibed an afTectiffli- 
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for It wLich few possess for any sjiot, least of all for 
one tLat is not tlieir countrj-. lie was employed for 
tlirec years iluruig the preceding reign in making dis- 
coveries in Kanitchalka, wliich tlie commission under 
Baroii Wrangel, the account of whose journey has been 
lately published, was sent to verify. An intrigue some- 
time after^vards removed him from the service, but in 
the year 1828 he was again employed by the present 
Emperor at Petersburg. Subsequently he was again 
the victim of persons whom be had miide his enemicfl, 
by speaking the truth rather more freely than is custo- 
mary or acceptable, hut was appointed postmaster at 
Tomsk, which situation a third cabal drove him to 
resign in 1889, With all this ho has preserved the 
goodwill of the Emperor, as we know ho lias received 
solid marks of his favour, since wo left Siberia. Tho 
state of his health is now such, as to incapacitatehim 
from entering the service again under any circum- 
stances, in consequence of rheumatism he caught 
during his residence at Yakutsk, and the Sea of 
Okhotsk. His means are but very slender; he has a 
small estate nine versts from Tomsk, which, frora his 
inability to leave his sofa, is not aa productive as it 
miglit be, beyond which he has only a pension of twelve 
L hnndrcd and fifty roubles to live on. It is uo small 

I merit in Russia to be able to plead poverty in justifi- 

I cation of one-self against any accusation, and one of 

I the surest and strongest proofs of innocence. Ho has 

I a good friend in the Governor-general, hut it is too late 

I to offer him nnich assistance. He is far from an old 

I man, but clisease has rendered him so prematurely, and 

I "ho has fixed in bis own mind tlie number of years bo 
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has to live, which according to his calculation are not 
many. He ie wrapped up in his literary pursuits like 
a true philosopher, and awaits his destiny with the most 
perfect resignation. We trust he may be deceived in 
his calculation, and survive by many years the term he 
has assigned himself. He is deeply interested in the 
well-being of Siberia, and his only regret is that it ia 
out of his power to cheek the evils which be sees 
springing up around him. But ho is, as others hava 
been before him, a little in advance of the age in that 
country, and he knows it ; but ho consoles himself with 
the conviction that tliere is a great avenir in store for 
the country of his adoption, and with this feeling he 
will die content. 

Tlie road from Tomsk to Irkutsk, a distance of 
fifteen hundred verets, is as far as Krasnoyesk, five 
hundred versts, of much the same character as on the 
other side of Tomsk. The first part a Steppes without 
wood, further ou there are more frequent villages inha- 
bited by Tatars, that is, people of the same race as 
those whom the Russians found in the governments of 
Kasan and Perm, of a Turkish origin. Beyond this 
the traveller is prepared by a gradual undulation in the 
country for the mountainous district he is to pasa 
through in East Siberia. There are some tolerably 
large forests and various small rivers, the lands being 
only partially cultivated. 

One small town, Atchinsk, situated on the river 
Tcbulyma, is met witli before reaching Krasnoyesk, 
■which has the appearance of being flourishing. It con- 
tains several churches, and many good-looking houses. 
Tlie road here is very much cut up by the sledges' 
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which are constantly passing with the heavy goods from 
Kiakhta, and there is no remedy for it as it would ho 
imposaible to remove the snow, which drifts conside- 
rably, and makes the travelling without springs any- 
thing hut agreeable. It is, however, by no means the 
worst that is encountered between Moscow and 
Irkutsk. 

Close to KrasDoy^sk the scenery in summer must 
bo very fine, having a great variety of hill and dale; 
and the cultivation is much more extensive than any 
we had seen on this side the Ural. The fine river 
Yenissei, winding with its rapid stream through fields 
of corn and tobacco, gives a most picturesque character 
to the country. That branch of the Altai mountains 
which ruus from Biisk and Kusnetsk in this direction, 
degenerates into plain between Atchinsk and Kras- 
noyesk ; to the south-cast are, what is called the ore 
mountains, in which various kinds of minerals abound, 
and in the small rivers which wash their base, conside- 
rable quantities of gold are liow found- This valley of 
the Yenissei is the most productive part of Siberia 
towards tile ea.st. Surrounded hy mountains it is 
sheltered from the strong winds, and the heat, which in 
summer is very great, makes vegetation so rapid, that 
the finest crops are grown of corn, tobacco, and buck- 
wheat, of which a very good ]iorri<lge is made, nnd 
which is much eaten by the natives of nil classes. To 
the west, the Altai takes the name of Tc'letskoi, one of 
the highest peaks of that mountain; on the south are 
the Sayane mountains, where gold is also found; these 
form the link of communication between the Altai 
and the Chinese cliaiu. The soil of this valley is a 
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deposit of alluvial niiul, ivhich is capable of producing 
anything that the industry of man will ap^fly to it, and 
the fine water meadows arc a great source of profit in 
breeding cattle, and taking in others to graze from a 
distance. The winter, too, ie not so severe as at 
Irkutsk. Captain Cochrane tells us, we know not on 
what authority, that the Emperor Paul had it in con- 
templation to establish a Scotch colony here; we think 
it wouhl be advantageous to both countries if the 
present Emperor would transplant there some of our 
surplus population now. 

The town of Krasnoyesk is large and thickly popu- 
lated. It is, like Tomsk, hut in a minor degree, the 
place of rendezvous for the searchers for gold, many of 
whom have been very successful in this neighbourhood. 
There is a very tolerable society, as usual a great deal 
of champagne drunk, and much hospitality to sti-angei-s. 
It is situated on a sort of island, formed by the junc- 
tion of the Y^nissei and Katcha; on leaving it, the 
Yenissei is crossed, being here near half a verst wide. 
After passing the small town of Kanskoi, about two 
hundred versts from Krasnoyesk, is the frontier of the 
government of Irkutsk, the commencement of East 
Siberia. 

There is unfortunately no communication by water 
established betweeu tho governments of Y^nisstisk 
and Irkutsk, which is a considerable loss to the latter, 
as the productions of the former, which might be mul- 
tiplied to almost any extent, have no easy means of 
transport from one to the other. The consequence is, 
that the immense government of Irkntsk is obliged to 
supply its inhabitants with food by the produce of its 
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o^vn agriculture, ftml even the two divisions of it, the 
£-itsteni and western sides of the Baikal, are 60 difficult 
of access from one to the otlier, that the expense and 
trouble of conveying corn across the lake make it an 
exceedingly unprofitable atTuir. This falls heavily on 
the peasants, who must not only grow the necessary 
provisions of corn for themselves and fiiniilies, but are 
obliged to supply the towns, all tlic military in the 
government, and the distilleries of brandy, the salt 
mines, and those of Nertcliynsk; tlie northeni pro- 
vinces Yakutsk, Okhotsk, and Kamtchntka aro also 
dependent on them fur nearly all their bread. 

But before we proceed further, it is necessary to 
give some account of tliose rivers which belong to this 
department, and of which we have not treated in our 
account of the Siberian rivers. The principal of theso 
fall into the lake Baikal, and are as follows. The 
Upper and Lower Angarit, the Selenga, the Dai'gnsine, 
the Birussa, the Turkn, and Siif^genaya; small and 
great, rivers and torrents, there are said to be a thou- 
sand which fall into this vast lake, or rather inland 
sea. Of these many are of course very small; on tho 
maps there are not more than two hundred marked 
down, but rich as Russia is in maps, Siberia is the only 
countiy witii which she has any connexion, that has 
not been accurately laid down. It would be uo doubt 
a work of very considerable labour, which, however, 
would not be considered, if any real advantage was to 
be derived from it. TIio time will come when it may 
be useful and even necessary. 

The upper Angara falls into tho Baikal nfter a 
course of seven hundred vcrsts. The lowt-r Angara 



S54 KIVEIiS. 

iBsues from it sixty-one verete from the town of 
Irkutsk, being almost immediately of a prodigious 
depth and widtli. In two places near the town its 
■width varies from seven hundred to two thousand feet, 
and its depth is already near sixty feet. At its soiiie 
from the lake, however, though nearly two versts wide, 
it is very shallow, not ten feet ; it soon enters a narrow 
defile, and is full of rapids and small cataracts, formed 
by large stones whicli fell, perhaps, into the Baikal, at 
the convulsion of nature which formed it. It then 
gradually increases in width till it nears the town of 
Irkutsk, where the small river Irkut falls into it. 
Erman states the town to be three hundred and twenty- 
five feet below the level of the lake, the descent, there- 
fore, of the river is most rapid, as in a distance of sixty- 
one versts or forty English miles, it comes down to the 
level of the town. 

Balbi imagines that the Selenga and lower AngarS 
were originally the same river; it M'ould be, perhaps, 
more probable that the two Angariis were so, and that 
tlie violent eft'ort of nature which produced the Baikal 
lake, divided them. The perfect similarity between 
the rapidity of the two streams, as well as the quality 
of their waters, and the direction of the Baikal, make 
this a reasonable hypothesis. If the upper Angara 
had the length of the Baikal added to it, before the 
lower Angara issues from it, its whole course would be 
longer than that of the Selenga. Balbi gives, also, 
with reason, the preference to the lower Angara over the 
y^niBS(?i, for its coui-se is considerably longer than that 
of the Yenisei, or Kem', from its source to their point 
of confluence near the town of Ycnisseisk. It is also 
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wider and deeper. Baibi was not awaro in all proba- 
bility wby the Kem' or Y(5nifi8^i bad had the preferonce 
given to it by some geographers, who imagined the 
Kem' the principal branch*. The reason was tliis, and 
the error dates from the seventeenth century. The 
Cossacks who came from the westward conquering 
Siberia in the name of Russia, having built Naryni to 
the nortli of the government of Tomsk, ascended the 
Kef, a navigable river, and heard from the Tonguse, 
that from a place called Makofsk, they were within a 
few days' journey of an immense river, whose environs 
were inhabited by other Toiigiises, who called it in their 
language Yoand^si, or the great river. The Cossacks 
explored the country, and arrived at the left bank of 
this great river, where they built an ostrog or village 
surrounded by jtallisades, to which they gave the name 
of Y»^ni88^isk, a corruption from Yoand^^si, and sent to 
Moscow a report of their progress. Soon after this 
another party of Cossacks, continuing their conquests, 
followed the right hank of the river, thinking it was the 
same, and stoppei) at a point which they found thickly 
peopled by the natives of the country. As it was 
necessary for them to have a place of residence in 
some way fortified against the attacks of the Tonguscs, 
they built another village at the mouth of the river 
Katchn, where the banks were high and precipitous, to 
which they gave the name of Krosnoy^sk from the red 
colour of the soil about it. Though they soon found 

' Mr. Murray in bis trftvols in North America obscrvcB, tlint 
the Missmiri nnd Miwiasipiii were iu liku itianucr coitfoimdud, and 
tliat the latter obtained tlo undue credit of being tlie parent instead 
of iho tributary etrcam. 



out that the river which ran close to their ostrog wns 
a different one from that on which Yenisseisk was 
built, thinking they Iiad really followed the same river, 
and liaving reported so to Moscow, they would not 
confess their error. In this way the Kem' or Y^niss^ 
had the credit of being the large river which falls into 
the Icy Sea. The Cossacks of Y^nisseisk crossing their 
own river, and following the right bank of it, soon dis- 
covered the real Yoand^si, hut not wishing to compro- 
mise their companions, said nothing about it, and gave 
the name of Tonguska, from tliat of the inhabitants of 
the country, to this stream. 

After passing by the town of Irkutsk the Angara 
is less rapid, as the ground falls gradually towards tho 
north, before the Y^nissei joins it near Knasnoyesk, 
when it takes the name of the u])per Tonguska ; the 
Angara is again joined from the east by the lower 
Tonguska, and several other rivers, and falls into a 
large gulf, called the Gulf of Ye'niss6i, at about 70° 
north latitude, and from thence j)ours itself into the 
Icy Sea. 

The Selcnga after a course of nearly a thousand 
versts empties itself into the Baikal on the south-east 
side, and brings into it an immense volume of water; 
its source is considerably more distant than that of the 
upper Angara from the nearest extremity, or than that 
of the Bargusiue, which falls into it more to the north. 
But the quantity of water brought in by these and the 
numberless other small rivers is ]irodigIous, for which 
the only outlet is the lower Angarit. Of the other 
rivers in this region, some of which do, some do not 
pass into the Baikal, no particular notieo is re- 
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quired ; of the lake itself we shall speak in its proper 
place. 

Captain Cochrane mentions as long ago as in 1821, 
when he made his Siberian journey, the perceptible 
difference on entering the government of Irkutsk, in 
the order and regularity established by the police of 
the district, and the sensible improvement in the 
cleanliness and well-being of the inhabitants. This 
has gone on increasing ever since ; and \mder the able 
administration of the present excellent Governor- 
General Rupert, a better order of things is being 
established among the exiled criminals, of whom the 
worst cla^s are stationed at Irkutsk, and in its neigh- 
bourhood. 

The scenery now begins to take that fine mountain 
character for which East Siberia is famous ; villages, 
too, are frequent, in which the exiles of a different 
class to those, of whom we have just spoken, reside. 
These are, as at Tomsk, \mder no restraint, but are 
perfectly free to follow any employment they choose, 
though most of them have their own lands to 
cultivate, and are chiefly occupied in agriculture. 
Among those who have been guilty at most of minor 
offences, and the majority have only been banished 
for vagabondage^ good order is in general kept. There 
are occasional outbreaks, as may be supposed, where 
great numbers are collected together, and the other 
inhabitants complain, not without some reason, that 
too much liberty is allowed them. There are, every 
now and then, villages inhabited solely by Tatars; 
the roads are good, and cultivation general. A 
number of small towns, which offer nothing to detain 

s 
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a traveller wlio is anxious to reach Irkutsk, are 
scattered at intervals along this picturesque route, 
and we should much like to make the journey in 
summer, as, of course, where scenery is concerned, a 
great deal is lost in the snowy season. 
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About sixty 'rersts before reaching Irkutsk, is a 
goTemment manufactorj for cloth and glass, linen and 
paper, in which the transported are employed. The 
original machines were brought from England, and the 
others have been made from these models. The 
manufacture of each of these articles is arrived at great 
perfection, particularly that of glass. The establish- 
ment consists of two thousand persons, vnth an officer 
of the rank of colonel at the head of it. It is called 
the manufactory of Telminski, and is situated on a 
small river which falls into the Angar^ The inhabi- 
tants are no little proud of it, and consider it quite an 
oasis in the desert. The river is crossed by a ferry on 
entering the town of Irkutsk, which has an imposing 
appearance for a Siberian city. 

Irkutsk is situated und^r the 52* north latitude; 
but the cold in winter is very severe, without being so 
constant as in other places. The thermometer is often 
as low as 35^ but the spring is earlier than at Tomsk. 
From the winding of the Angarit, and its being washed 
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by two other nvers, the Irkut ami Ushakofski, it has 
the appearance of being a peninsula. A large number 
of the houses are now built of brick, and almost all 
the government buildings, -wliich are very numerous. 
There is, as usual in all Russian towns, a large propor- 
tion of churches for the population; the number is 
fourteen, of which one is for tiie Protestant service, 
'and a German clergyman, with a regular fixed stipend, 
officiates. The house of the governor-general is quite 
a palace, and that of the civil governor is also a very 
good one. In East Siberia there is only one family 
of hereditary nobility, (the civil and military employes 
being, of course, not included,) and that is of English 
origin. The ancestor is said to have been in the 
Scotch guard, and one of the few survivors among the 
gallant defendere of Albasyne, of which we have before 
given an account. The society is, however, numerous, 
and great hospitality reigns there. A number of very 
rich merchants are established in the town, and a large 
military force, as well as a host of civil ckinoi'mks anil 
attaches to the governor-general. 

The population is about twenty thousand. Provi- 
sions of all descriptions arc abundant and cheap, and 
most of the luxuries of life are found there, which, of 
course, come from Moscow, and are not cheajt. The 
exiles are employed on public works, of which a great 
many are going on; independent of these, there is an 
immense establishment expressly for them, which is 
exceedingly well conducted, and has the advantage of 
combining utility witli punishment. The second order 
of more abandoned criminals, who are condemned for 
a certain term of years to hard labour, are employed 
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here. In tho large bazaar assigned to them all sorts of 
trades are carried on. the proceeds of which, after the 
expenses are deducted, are applied to the building aud 
maintaining hospitals, and other charitable purposes. 
The prisoners arc not chained, but guarded by military; 
their hours of labour are twelve in summer, and eight 
in winter. Their apartments are clean and comfortable, 
and their food and clothing good. Wo cannot, how- 
ever, agree with Mr. Dobell entirely as to the happy 
results of a milder system being followed with these 
criminals, than is generally adopted injienal settlcmeuts 
of other countries. lie launches forth into an eloquent 
tirade on the advantage of hard labour over scafibld?, 
axes, and fetters, principally, as it appears, to pay a 
compliment to his adopted Sovereign and country, at 
the expense of others, " whose claim," lie says, '* to the 
appellation of civilized, from the antiquity of the social 
compact, is far less just than that derived from the 
improvement of it by the banishing barbarous practices, 
and tho establishment of laws tending to correct, 
instead of punish, tho vices of our nature, and alleviate 
the misery attendant on them." Captain Jesse's remarks 
on Russian civilization prove how people differ about 
facts even, and he quotes Guizot to prove that civi- 
lization is a fact. With such a vast difference of 
opinion, the mean between the two is perhaps nearer 
the truth. 

To Mr. Dobell's abstract proposition no one will be 
inclined to offer any opposition, the question is only 
whether the system works well, and whether it eradi- 
cates the vicious habits of those who have contracted 
them, and whether an injustice is not done to the 
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other memliers of socioty by the liberty which is given 
to such persona. Sir. Dobell says that it afforded him 
great pleasure to conteraplato those who Jiad been oiice 
the victims of depravity, exhibiting no longer anything 
to inspire him with the idea of their being criminals. 
Without trusting much to physiognomy, their counte- 
nances certainly would not inspire us witb such a sen- 
timent, for nothing can be well more repulsive than 
they generally are. But we happen to know certain 
fects connected with those gentry, which contradict 
the opinions of Mr. DobcU. A few years ago, when 
the present Governor-General Rupert undertook the 
management of this arduous government, he found it 
in such a state that no one dared go out of the town, 
without being armed up to the teeth, for fear of assoB- 
sination. So frequently were murders committed by 
the criminals, that the loudest complaints were made 
by the other inhabitants, of the utter insecurity of life 
and property, that he was obliged to adopt the strongest 
measures, in order to put a stop to such a state of 
things. Two facts wo will only mention, which we 
Iieard almost from eye-witnesses, and they were of 
constant occurrence. 

One day one of these exiles, for whom a morbid 
ejTnpathy exists even in Russia, went a short distance 
out of the town into a peasant's cottage, where he 
found only a little girl of ten years old. lie inquired 
for her mother, who she said was gone out. Upon 
this the wretch took out his knife, and ripped her 
bowels open, and left her half dead wtbout robbing 
the house or attempting to escape. The mother 
returned soon after, and found the child still alive, who 



CONDUCT OF CaiMINALS. 

told her the name of the person who had committed 
the savage act; she gave immediate information to the 
pohce, who arrested the man, and he at once confessed 
his guilt, a<kliiig, moreover, that in the last six months 
he had committed no less than eight and twenty cold- 
blooded murders of the same sort without rhjine or 
reason. The incentive to it, he stated to be merely 
that he was tired of the monotonous life he was lead- 
ing, and required some excitement which ho gave him- 
self in that manner, 

Tlio other case was that of an exile employed in 
one of the public buildings, and whom our informant 
fiaw immediately after the fact occurred. He was 
walking through one of the corridors with hte axe 
stuck in his girdle, an instrument every man in Siberia 
carrio!*, but which at least should not be allowed to a 
condemned felon, and saw one of the sentinels asleep. 
He cooHy split the poor man's skull open, and killed 
him on the sjiot. Having done this he walked away, 
and when he came to the next sentinel (juietly told 
him to go and remove the corpse of his comrade whom 
ho had dispatched. Of the truth of these two stories 
we are as morally convinced as of our own existence, 
and moreover that they were not uncommon occur- 
rences three or four years ago. Tlie governor-general 
has, however, taken steps to root out tho band of 
wretches who were in tho habit of committing these 
atrocities, but he had a difficult task to perform. Such 
is the effect of a mild system, which has Iieen suflii- 
ciently long in operation to have had a fair trial, and 
to have produced good fruits, had it been suited to the 
soil of Irkutsk. As is well known to every one, tho 
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punisliment of death does not exist in Hussia, except 
in cases of extraordinary occurreuce, such as revolution 
and high treason, wlieii tlie Emperor takes upou him- 
Bclf to go beyond the law. 

The late Count Speranski, minister of the interior, 
at the time of bis death, and formerly govcmor-genereJ 
of the whole of Siberia, one of the ablest men Russia 
perhaps ever produced, undertook, among other things, 
to make a new criminal statute-book, and an entire 
code of laws for the government of Siberia in par- 
ticular. This Siberian code, perhaps, if laid before any 
jurists in the world, would be declared a master-piece 
of legislation, and one M'bicli reflected the highest 
honour on its composer. But it was a code fitted for 
a Utopian state of society, one which has never yet 
existed scarcely in the imagination of practical men, 
Btill less for one like that of East Siberia, the depot 
for all the woi-st criminals of every description, which 
the various nations composing the vast Russian empire 
contribute to furnish; a society comprising some mem- 
bers to whom, for the sake of human nature, we hope 
a parallel is not to be found in the whole world, cer- 
tainly not among civilized nations. A code of this 
description, which allowed a degree of liberty to the 
most depraved criminals wholly incompatible with the 
security of the rest of the inhabitants, was a manifest 
absurdity and injustice. 

The hands of a governor-general, who has no 
authority to take any step without communicating first 
with the government at Petersburg, which communica- 
tion requires two months backwards and forwards at 
least, are so completely tied, that he is, as he himself 
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exi»re9se<l to us, capnljle of doing a great deal of harm, 
ami incapable of doing any good. When we went 
with him to Petersburg, he said to us, that he t-hould 
tt?!l the Emperor, the only parties really under restraint 
in Siberia, are himself and his subordinates. The evil 
however had arrived at that pitch, that something munt 
be done, and however unwilling the l*-mperor may be 
to return to anything like the severity of the old sj-a- 
tem, he was nevertheless obliged to give the two 
governors-general a secret power of punishing crimes 
of this atrocious description, in a way so as to cause 
death, without the forms of a capital punishment. 
Acting on this discretionary power. General Hupert 
arrested and tried by a court-martial half-a-dozen of 
this execrable gang, and they were sentenced to receive 
the baguette, in fact to run the gauntlet through six 
thousand men. The two of whom wo have spoken 
above were included in the number, and in spite of so 
tremendous a sentence, which was duly executed, they 
did not die under the operation, but of course did not 
long survive when they were taken to the hoiapital. 
The example has had its effect, and for the moment at 
least these horrible scenes do not occur, but it is a 
matter of doubt whether they will not be obliged to 
revert to the punishment of death after all in extreme 
cases. If this i* necessary, it does seem as if it would 
be more effective to let it be publicly underetood, that 
the punishment of death would bo the inevitable con- 
sequence of a conviction for murder. It may be (jues- 
tionable whether the sight of capital punishments 
deters others from committing the crimes for which it 
is incurred; but at all events if a man's life is to be 
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taken, it had better bo done openly, mid not appear 
the casual consequence of a severe punishment, which 
was not notoriously intended to have that effect. We 
gay notoriously, because there can be no doubt that 
running the gauntlet through six thousand men cannot 
be intended not to be fatal, although we have heard 
such strange stories of wiiat those ruffians arc capable 
of going through, in the shape of corporal punishment, 
that such a result aoems not to bo inevitable. We 
heard a story from Mr. do HedenstrOm that occurred 
thirty years ago at Irkutsk when he resided there, 
which makes one doubt whether these MTetchea are 
human beings or not, both from the atrocities they are 
ca]iablo of committing, as well as the corporal suft'ering 
they can undergo without death ensuing. 

In those times the knout was an instrument that 
with the handle and apparatus weighed sixteen pounds, 
it is now limited l^ law to two. A man had been 
guilty of some crime, such as we have related, and the 
then governor-general determined to make an example 
of him, and he was sentenced to receive one hundred 
and eighty blows with this formidable weapon at two 
periods, ninety at each. The law now limits it to 
twenty-five. Mr. de Hedenstrom had a French ser- 
vant who was always boasting that he had seen and 
done all sorts of things, but his great anxiety was to 
eeo a man knouted. His master told him thore was 
now a capital opportunity for him to gratify his 
curiosity; he rubbed his hands and was enchant^. As 
Boon as the culprit was undressed and tied to the post, 
tho Frenchman's courage began to ooze out at his 
fingers' ends, and at the first blow he fainted away. 
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The fellow received the ninety cuts, and was taken to 
the hospital, where the Frenchman went to visit him. 
At the end of a fortnight he was in a state to receive 
the other ninety cotips, which wore accordingly ad- 
ministered to him, and still he did not die under the 
operation. He lingered, however, only a week in the 
hospital, because it was in winter, when they say it is 
difficult to cure them, but that in summer he might 
have been saved, which, however, of course was not 
the intention of the governor. After a punishment of 
a much less horrible nature than this, if they give the 
sufferer a little brandy to restore him in the hospital, 
he generally gets over it, but if they wish to dispatch 
him they have only to give him a glass of water, which 
brings on apoplexy and instant death. 

There is a class of persons among these criminals 
who are a phenomenon in the moral world, and one 
which we hope and believe exists no where else. 
They have a rage for blood to that violent degree, that 
they cannot resist the temptation whenever an occasion 
offers of satisfying it, as often as the fit is upon them, 
which appears to come on periodically. An acquaintance 
of ours at Irkutsk told us of what he had himself wit- 
nessed of this sort^ which is almost incredible, but the 
authority is unimpeachable. One of the exiles, not 
among the abandoned class, who is coachman to a 
merchant in the town, is subject to these paroxysms of 
madness, for they can be nothing else, but he is rational 
enough to be perfectly conscious of it, and anxious to 
prevent the consequences. When he finds the mania 
coming upon him, he goes to his master, and entreats 
of him to put him in irons till the fit is gone off. It 
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lasts generally some days, at the end of wliicb time he 
tells bis master that he may let him loose, that the 
jurw has subsided, and that he shall be perfectly 
harmless. What an agreeable state of society to 
live in ! 

We will not weary our readers with any further 
instances of the deplorable dejtravity of a portion of 
the convicts, who, under what is represented aa a ruth- 
less despotism, are suffered to live on in a state of 
comparative liberty, where, in any other country, they 
would inevitably have paid on the scaffold the forfeil 
of their crimes. We have proved enough, we ho] 
to convince the most humane, that beyond a certaii 
point mercy degenerates into weakness, and becomes 
cui*se to the well-disposed, without being productive 
any real good effects on the evil-doers. Far as we 
from wishing to render justice sanguinary, and to mul- 
tiply unnecessarily capital punishments, we cannot but 
think that both human and divine legislation, not only 
authorises, but demands that the crime of murder should 
be atoned for by extreme penalties. "Whoso sheddeth 
man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed," is the 
precept of a Lawgiver whose authority few will be 
inclined to impugn, and one which is amply sufficient 
to relieve the doubts of the most tender conscience on 
that point. True it is that the object of all legislation 
should be the prevention, and not the punishment 
merely of crime, but we can imagine nothing so likely 
to deter men from the committal of the most heinous 
offences, as the certainty that the penalty will be 
death. If that lias no terrors, it is to us absurd to 
argue that the dragging on a hopeless existence, under 
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circumstances so painful as those in "which convicts in 
our penal colonies are placed, can have much weight 
in preventing crime. Where minor offences are con- 
cerned, the fact of some persons having a scruple 
about the right of man to take another's life, and 
therefore not proceeding to prosecute the offenders, is 
wholly another question. Murder conveys to almost 
every mind such a peculiar idea of horror, that few, if 
any, would hesitate to bring a murderer to trial, from 
any feeling that the punishment is too severe. We 
hope we have said enough also to convince those who 
think with Mr. Dobell on the advantages of the milder 
system in Siberia, that there at all events it is misplaced, 
and that it is not quite so easy as he represents it to 
be, to convert the greatest criminals into good subjects 
by the establishment of work-houses and manufactories. 
Opportmiity, as he says, is certainly thus given of 
making such persons useful to the state, and to them- 
selves of reflecting on their past errors, and making 
their peace with an offended God. But it does not 
follow that they profit by the opportunity of doing 
either one or the other, and the experience of the 
facts we have related, would go fer to prove the 
contrary. 

There is considerable activity displayed at Irkutsk 
in many of the common branches of manufactures, 
and also in ship-building for the navigation of the 
Baikal, and conveyance of stores and convicts to the 
mines of Nertchynsk, as well as bringing back the 
produce of the mines there. The number of military 
stationed in the town, which, including the Cossacks, 
is not far short of four thousand, makes it a lively 
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residence. The eituation of it is superb, surrounded 
by fine rivers, and the magnificent mountains out of 
which the lake has been formed. For a sportsman 
there cannot bo a better place to reside in; within a 
short distance bears, wolves, elks, ■wild-goats are in 
abundance, and many sorts of game, of wliicb the 
gelinotte is famous here, for having a much higher 
flavour than in other parts, wliich they acquire from 
eating the cones of the Pinus cetnbra, their principal 
food. A great variety of fish abound in the Baikal, 
though very few in the Angara, from the quality of 
the water, which is strongly impregnated with lime. 
Prince Gortschakof gave us a letter of introduction to 
GeneralRupert,thegovemor-generalj which was of most 
essential service. His kindness was excessive. He is 
by birth a Hollander, a nephew of the late Coant 
Suchtelen, and came to Russia at eight years of age, 
and is, of course, a Russian to all intents and purposes, 
not even s|)eaking his mother tongue. He is also a 
Protestant, and to him is principally owing the esta- 
blishment of a Protestant church at Irkutsk. He has 
a most valuable and interesting cabinet of mineralogy, 
and all that belongs to the natural history of Siberia, 
which is very ricli in specimens that are rarely found 
in Eurojiean collections. A governor-general, who 
has a taste for these pursuits, has, of course, many 
op]»ortunities of making a collection, that do not fall 
to the lot of private individuals; the one in question 
has cost him a considerable sum of money. 

But we have a long and very bad journey before 
us to I^akhtn, and as the season is not sufficiently 
advanced to cross the Baikal on the ice, a great dolour 
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must be made by going round it. General Rupert ig 
preparing to set out for Petersburg, and has kindly 
offered to take us in his suite, and there is very little 
time to spare, as we must get back from Kiakhta 
before Christmas, or we shall be left behind. From 
Irkutsk to the Baikal, about forty English miles, the 
throng of sledges, with their burdens, coming and 
going continually, is a scene of bustle not equalled, 
perhaps, in Russia, excepting a little previous to, and 
after the great fairs of Nijni and Irbit. Although the 
lake was not yet passable on sledges, the arrivals were 
numerous, in expectation of the important fact being 
announced, while some of them were going, like our- 
selves, to coast round it, instead of waiting for the ice 
being solid enough to allow them to cross over it. 
The view as you approach is magnificent, and in sum- 
mer must be one rarely to be met with. The country 
is ail cultivated, and the banks of the Angara, studded 
with villages, every house possessing its quota of land, 
and industry appearing to preside among the involun- 
tary inhabitants. Here certainly the traveller would 
not imagine that he was surrounded by felons, many of 
whom, in any other country, would have suffered the 
extreme punishment the law can inflict. 

The Angara, as we have before remarked, becomes 
wider the nearer to its source, and forms a bay at the 
point where it issues from the Baikal, in which, as 
soon as the season for navigation is over, the vessels 
are laid up in dock. The Baikal is rarely frozen over, 
so as to allow travellers to cross it, before the ^ of 
January, and what is singular enough, it is very seldom 
that the Angara ever freezes at all the first twenty 
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verstB from its source. There is a tradition that it did 
BO in the year 1740, whicli was a remarkably severe 
winter. Close to the town it is generally frozen in 
December, though sometimes, as well as its parent 
lake, not till January, while all the other rivers in the 
neighbourhood are so in October. It thaws again 
between the 20th and 30th of March, old style, in a 
siugle night; the ice breaks up quietly, and disappears 
below the water, and in a day or two the river is per- 
fectly clear. The little river Irkut, which falls into it, 
and the others in the vicinity, do not throw off their 
winter garb for a considerable time afterwards. This 
is a phenomenon for which, we believe, there is no 
explanation; the quality of the water will not account 
for it, and the outward air must affect it in tlie same 
degree ae any other river. The water is warmer in 
winter than that of other rivers, and considerably 
colder in summer, is remarkably clear, and contains a 
large quantity of salt and lime, so that it is said not to 
be very wholesome for strangers, like the waters of the 
Neva, which act as a diuretic so strongly on most new 
comers to Petersburg, that we have known Englishmen 
leave it after a few days' residence, from the effect the 
water had on their constitution. 

At this time, before the Angara freezes, the cold 
is more sensible at Irkutsk than at any other season. 
The exhalations, which form into a fog, become frozen, 
and jjrick the face like so many innumerable small 
points, so that 25° then are more intolerable than 38° 
afterwards, — the maximum of the cold here, and that 
but very seldom. The air is then serene, without wind 
or fog. As we have said before, close to its source the 
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river is immensely rapid, and near the town, between 
fifty and sixty feet deep, so that to row against the 
stream is impossible; a boat of any size can only be 
towed along by men or horses, and a small light skiff 
may be punted by keeping close to shore, where 
bottom is to be found. The bed of the river is full of 
large stones, which have fallen from the adjacent rocks, 
and as these attach themselves occasionally to the 
masses of ice, they have an idea at Irkutsk, contrary 
to all common sense, that the Angara freezes first from 
the bottom, and not from the surface, a thing, of course, 
impossible. There are some of the smaller rivers to 
the north of Siberia which freeze completely through 
to their bed, so that if a hole is made in the ice, no 
water is found; but the Angara is, of course, far too 
deep for that to be the case here. The thickness of 
the ice in the Baikal is not above six feet. When the 
thaw takes place, precociously as it does, the floods are 
excessive, owing to the river below not being thawed 
so soon; the masses of floating ice being stopped by 
the solid surface, the water rises above them, and 
causes a flood in the depth of winter as it were, for the 
rivers are still frozen; the effect produced, in other 
places, by the heat of the sun in the spring. 

The Baikal, on many accounts, is one of the most 
extraordinary lakes in the world. It is situated be* 
tween 51^ and 56^ north latitude, and 104** and lir 
east longitude. Very narrow in proportion to its 
length, it varies from thirty to a hundred versts in 
width, and is six hundred long. Surrounded almost 
entirely by very high and precipitous rocks, it seems 
clearly to have been formed by some sudden convulsion 
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of iiaturo, which has opened a passage through tliein. 
The mass of ivater brought into it every year by the 
many rivers which empty themselves into it, and the 
mountain torrents that descend direct from the rocks 
which come close down to the water's edge, is said to 
te ten times greater than that which can be poured off" 
by the Angara, its only outlet, and yet no considerable 
rise takes place in the lake. To the natives it is known 
by the name of the Holy Sea, and a thousand super- 
stitions that belong to it, make it in their eyes an object 
of respect, not to say fear, for the navigation is of a 
very dangerous and tedious description; and they think 
if it did not receive its proper name, it would be angry 
and shipwreck them. It is subject, even more than 
lakes in general, to sudden squalls, which coming with 
great impetuosity, capsize in an instant a boat that has 
got much sail set, and as the merchant vessels for 
Kiakhta and Nertchynsk are flat-bottomed, without a 
keel, and have only one large sail at the poop, the 
danger for them is great, and the risk calculated in the 
price at which the merchants trade for the different 
goods. The rate of sailing is slow in the extreme, 
because as they can only go with a wind directly fair 
for them, they often have to wait for this a long time, 
and even the galiots of the admiralty are not unfre- 
quently capsized, and sometimes have been known to 
be seventeen days in getting across. 

The depth of the lake is immense, but it has never 
been regularly fathomed by officers of the navv. It 
has been stated in a Russian periodical to be found in 
two places, between the point where the Angar^ issues 
from it, and the Selenga rune into it, a distance of a 
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iuindred and thirty-two versta, to vary from four hun- 
dred and fifty to five hundred toises. but it appears 
impossible that this should be correct, as it is difficult 
to sound to that depth. It is said that a governor of 
Irkutsk attempted it many years ago with a line of 
a thousand fathom, and that they did not find bottom, 
but the lead, probably, did not sink. Near the mouth 
of the Angari\ where the galiot of the admiralty is at 
anchor, Mr. dc Iledenstriim let down the load in 1832. 
On one side the vessel the water wag perfectly clear, 
and tlio anchor was visible in fifteen fathom water, on 
the other side it was dark -coloured and thick, and 
seventy-two fathom water. There are, consequently, 
few parts of it where a vessel can touch, owing to the 
want of anchorage, and tlie abmjitness of the rocks. 
In fipite of this, with the important commerce which in 
carried on over its surface, the goyemment has not 
even established a few steamers to tow over the 
merchant vessels, and from the conversation wo had 
with the Governor-general on the subject, it does not 
seem as if it is inclined to do so. The oxpenso 
they say would he verj' heavy, the season short when 
they couhl ply, the engineers, who miist be foreigners, 
would necessarily be paid for the whole year, and the 
loss to the owners of the vessels who carry over the 
merchandize, serious. A few prejudices, and a few 
interests to be got over, in short, and for this, one of 
the most useful works tliat government could under- 
take is allowed to be neglected year after year. There 
is coal in the immediate neighbourhood, and of course, 
nuy ([uantity of wood that might bo rcf|uired, and a 
steamer might land the cargoes witldn a short distance 
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of Kiabhta, and thus the land journey for prisoners 
going to the mines of Nertchynsk, mid for the produce 
of the mines to be brought back, would be very consi- 
derably shortened. Tlie expense we should think 
would willingly be paid by the merchants for the 
increased security and rapidity of conveyance that they 
would acquire by it. 

Added to the danger to which the navigation of the 
Baikal is subject from the frequency of squalls, and 
difficulty of finding bottom to cast anchor, it appears 
as if some volcanic agency were constantly at work 
below the surface of the water, which increases it in 
no inconsiderable degree. The waves are extremely 
irregular, and sometimes reach an extraordinary height, 
but it is remarked that this is not the case, when a 
strong wind blows for a length of time, which would 
naturally he expected to produce such an eflect. At 
other times when the lake is perfectly calm, in parti- 
cular spots a violent sea gets uj), and the waves break 
mountains high, while at a very short distance on each 
side of this swell the water is perfectly unruffled. 
These phenomena, apparently independent of any ordi- 
naiy causes, can only be attributable to some hidden 
power, which acts under the water, and may be possibly 
produced hj a sudden rush of air, occasioned by the 
dissolution of gaseous substances in the submarine 
laboratory. The foi-m of the mountains wliich sur- 
round the lake shows pretty clearly that an earthquake 
or volcanic action has originally given birth to the 
receptacle of this mass of water. The rocks seem to 
have been cut off so perpendicularly at the edge of the 
present lake, as could only have happened from some 
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such violent and sudden cause. Traces of extinct vol* 
canoes, and numerous hot springs in its neighbourhood, 
as well as actual masses of very ancient lava which 
have been found, leave no doubt of the nature of the 
under soil. Thousands of years perhaps have elapsed 
since these vast revolutions took place, they are, pro- 
bably, still going on continually in a minor degree, but 
the magnificence of the pine forests attests that vege* 
tation has been flourishing there for many centuries. 
Slight shocks of earthquakes are felt every year in the 
neighbourhood. 

The bed of the lake must be of an unusual nature 
to receive and absorb the quantities of water which are 
annually poured into it, and which never make any 
sensible difference in its height, be they more or less. 
It never overfloMs its banks, and its greatest height 
instead of being in spring on the melting of the snows> 
is in autumn, when there is a variation of from seven 
to fourteen inches, but not more. Fogs are constant 
upon it even in summer, which makes it always cold, 
and, doubtless, a certain quantity of water is carried 
off by evaporation, but that is insufficient, comparing it 
with other similar waters, to account for the level 
being so regularly kept. In the summer of the year 
1818, the water rose suddenly above six feet, and 
remained so for a considerable time without any appa- 
rent cause, since which the level of the lake is known 
to be a little higher than it was before that year, from 
a tongue of land or sandbank there is which separates 
the Baikal from the bay of the monastery Possolsk, 
and extends nine versts up to the junction of the bay 
with the lake, where is the little harbour of Prorva, 



273 



LAKH BAIKAL. 



the most secure place for vessels to lie at anchor in, 
in tho Baikal. Contem|>orau60usly with tliis sudden 
rising of tbo lalie, a small river, Irtte, distant from it 
in a straight Hue a hundred and twenty versts to the 
north-west, suddenly overflowed its banks. Tho source 
of this river is at the foot of a mountain, and is imme- 
diately of a considerable size ; its inundation was sub- 
terranean and instantaneous, the waters pouring out in 
great bodies from the source itself. It is possible that 
a communication may exist between the two by subter- 
rcan channels, some of which had been stopped up, and 
tho water not finding its usual exit, raised the level of 
the lake, as well as river, from tho same reason. In a 
summer of great drought, an extraordinary rising of 
the Lena took place some years ago in the same 
manner, which destroyed all the hay of the poor people 
who inhabited its banks. These sudden and luiac- 
countable elevations of tho water threaten to be some 
day fatal to tho town of Irkutsk ; the passage of tho 
Angaril through the narrow valley would by any 
increase in the volume of its waters be necessarily too 
narrow to contain them, and all the vicinity would as 
certainly be inundated, and probably every vestige of 
living creatures be swept away. 

The most frequent viinds on the lake are those 
which blow from one extremity of it to the other, 
north-east and east, or south-west and west. The 
north-west is tho most constant and dangerous. The 
highest mountains that surround the lake are on the 
south and south-east, and yet, strange to say, tlie winds 
from that quarter are rare, and by no means formidable. 
It lias been imagined that a hidden communication 



I 



exists between the Baikal and the sea, but the level of 
the lake is about two thousand feot higher timn tliat 
of tliG sea, and the distance, about three thousand 
versts, IB almost too great to allow of that possibility. 
A number of seals of the same sort as those found in 
the northern seas, are killed every year in it; sea 
ealraon and sponge, as well as coral, which is found 
only in salt water, tend to strengthen the idea of some 
connexion with the ocean. This, if not a probable 
hypothesis, is at least as much so as that of Pullas and 
his fellow traveller Georgi, who thought at some remoto 
period it formed a part of tho Northern Ocean, or that 
these marine productions were introduced into it by an 
inundation of the Lena. J low the waters should have 
risen over mountains three tliousand feet high, wo 
cannot understand, and if tho bed of the Baikal has 
been formed in the way we suppose, it can have had 
no open communication with the sea, at least since the 
period when perhaps the whole of Siberia %va8 imbedded 
in the ocean. 

The Baikal contains a much greater quantity of 
fish than mountain lakes generally do. Tho sturgeon 
is found in it of a very largo size; the salmon also, 
which provide food for the inhabitants during the 
whole year. The omoule {Salmo autumiialis of I'allos), 
a fish somewhat resembling the herring, one of the 
best sorts, when dried, we have ever eaten, is abun<laat 
here, and the seals of which we have just spoken are a 
valuable article of commerce with the Chinese, both 
for the blubber and the skius. The woods abound iu 
wild animals of all sorts, many of them being excellent 
for food, and all of more or less value fur the fur. 
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The mountains are composed of granite piinclpally, 
■with strata of gneiss and limestone. A little rivulet, 
the Sludenka, wliich runs at tlie foot of the mountains, 
and falls into the Baikal, contains a number of fossils* 
and among other things the hpis lazuli, almost of the 
same kind as that which comes from Thibet. It is not 
found in great masses, but in smallish pieces, which 
have been rounded by the action of the water which 
has washed them down. All the researches have been 
Tain to find the quarry from whence they come, and 
though the place where they are found is not of very 
great extent, hitherto every attempt to trace their 
passage has been useless. All those wo have seeu are 
of a lighter blue than the hpis lazuli of Thibet, but 
they are said to be freer from blemish than the other. 
The Baikalite, the prenitlte, and the glmicolUhe, which is 
not unlike lapis lazuli, are also found here. 

There are at present two roads round the Baikal to 
get to Kiakhta, and a third now in operation under the 
auspices of the government; the plan at least was pro- 
posed to the Emperor by an officer of engineers, when 
we were at Petersburg, and probably would receive his 
sanction. One would have supposed there could not 
bo a better way of employing the criminals than on 
road making, but on our making this remark to Geue- 
ral Rupert, he told us it i\ouId he necessary to treble 
his military force to guard them, and that would make 
the road rather an expensive one. We cannot see 
why chains should not answer the purpose as they do 
in other countries; as it is, a good many escape in the 
course of every year, and peri.'ili in the woods by 
hunger, or are destroyed by the animals, and yet no 
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road, a thing so important, is made. We would try a 
change of system therefore. The best of the two now 
in existence on all accounts, is one made about three 
years ago at the expense of a Kiakhta merchant, who 
found the loss of time by water and the old road so 
great, and the risk also, thai he undertook to make a 
new one at his own cost. It does not seem, however 
that this one is to be permanent, at all events a job is 
going on to make another at the Emperor s expenses 
which will probably benefit the officer of engineers, 
who has the direction of it, more than any one else, 
but it will be the post road, and travellers will be sure 
of finding horses. At present, by the old road, a greater 
part of the journey must be made on horseback, owing 
to the mountainous country passed through, but the 
new one is passable the whole way in a sledge. 

As far as the bay of Kultuk in the Baikal, ninety* 
six versts, the road is well kept up, though steep and 
uneven; the two roads are the same to this point, nor 
in fact as to distance is there any great difference 
between them. They reckon about seven hundred versts 
to Kiakhta, but the distances are very far from being 
exactly calculated. From Kultuk to Snenaya you 
pay foj a hundred and four versts, the object of the 
person who made the road being to make the distance 
appear as short as possible; it has been latterly mea* 
sured again, and found to be a hundred and forty, but 
still only a hundred and four are paid for. Without 
detailing this most irksome of all journeys, it will be 
sufficient to say, that it is probably the very worst road 
in tiie whole Russian Empire. Across the mountains, 
which are in some places of a great elevation, the roads 
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are made in zig-zags, as ou the Alps, and supported 
with wooden walls instead of granite ones, which are 
constantly requiring repair, and are a very heavy tax 
to the Burates of the neighbourhood, who are bound 
to keep them in some sort of order without any remu- 
neration. The Khamardoban, the highest of these, is 
extremely steep, and the expense of making a passage 
over it of tolerably easy ascent would be certainly very 
great. The present road is made according to the 
direction of the numerous mountain streams and riven*, 
which, though not deejt, are very rapid, and will require 
a vast number of solid bridges to make the crossing them 
safe. The whole is a succession of mvines, which are 
the beds of these streams, mountains, rivers, and val- 
leys again, with wooden walls at every ten paces. The 
Buratca are said to know a better and shorter line of 
road, but they hold their tongues about it, either 
because they do not wish to have so many travellers 
passing by their habitations, or that the places by 
which it would lead are their favourite spots for squir- 
rels aud sables, who would be driven away by the 
frequent traffic which would take place, or because 
they do not want to have to make the road for nothing. 
All good reasons truly for holding their tongues. 

Before reaching Verkhne-Udinsk the country be- 
comes flat and cultivated, but the Selenga, on whose 
right bank this toAvn stauds, is again overhung by high 
conical rocks, which appear to have received their 
present form, as well as those which inclose the Baikal, 
from Bome convulsion of nature. Verkhne-Udinsk is 
one of the most important towns on that side Irkutsk, 
and contains a number of good-looking buildings, 
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Bcveral churclies, and ia the residence of the varioua 
dimocniks who have the arrangemout of all minor mat- 
ters in the district, the collection of the ^assak from 
the Burates, the redress of grievances, which consists 
in taking a bribe from both parties, the inspection of 
the roads, and, in short, all local allairs. Formerly 
Selenginsk, a hundred versts higher up the river, was 
the chef lieu of the district; but now it has ceased to 
he a town, and its honours are transferred to its rival. 
There is a strong garrisou kept here, and considerable 
trade is carried on with the Burates, those in the 
immediate neighbourhood being the richest of the 
whole tribe. 

The number of the inhabitants of this district is 
very considerable; it is calculated at sixty thousand. 
They arc composed partly of free crown peasants, 
Burates, and Tongtises, and the exiles who are scattered 
about in the dilTerent villages. In this part the Burates 
are much occupied in agriculture, partly from necessity 
in the first instance, and now because they iind their 
advantage in so doing. 

Of the crown peasants, one portion consists of 
Moskolniks, of whom we have spoken in the begiiming 
of these pages; they are in number eight thousand, 
and are among the most wealthy and respectable of 
all the subjects of his Imperial Majesty. Their ances- 
tors, in the time of the Empress Catherine, were sent 
here to colonize, and having been given in charge to a 
zealously orthodox officer, who detested heresy, ho 
assigned them lands in the woods and mountains, with 
the humane intention of making their prospects as 
hopeless as possible. By dint of great industry and 



EOSKOLNIKS. 



labour, they cut down the forests, and tbeir property is 
now the best farmed, and the most productive, in the 
government of Irkutsk, 'llieir villages are remarkably 
well built, and their houses as neat and clean as those 
of the Cossacks on the southern frontier of West 
Siberia. They are still as scrupulous in tbeir religious 
observances as their forefathers. Most of the villages 
have their popes (clergymen), who are deserters from 
some monastery in Russia, and they do not procure 
them a passport, from an Idea that by living in a state 
of concealment, and to a certain degree, of danger, 
they bear a closer resemblance to the Apostles, their 
predecessors. "When one of them dies, deputies are 
sent into Russia to tbo monasteries belonging to 
the sectaries, to bring back a new one. This jour- 
ney, and their present to the monasteries, is said to 
cost tbem thirty thousand roubles. The deputies, as 
well as the pope, must not travel with a passport, and 
when he arrives, he is put into a place of concealment 
and security, under a good guard. There are some 
villages inhabited by a sect who do not admit any 
ponies, who only go into a church when they marry, in 
order that tbeir marriage may be legal, and the wife 
not have the right to run away from tbem. Instead 
of a/)opf, they have an Ancient, who reads tbeir prayers, 
and is conversant with the Scriptures. Their original 
number was very small ; but from the sober, respect- 
able life ttiey lead, they have increased in a ratio, 
perhaps, unparalleled in Russia, a proof that neither 
the climate, nor the food, nor any other cause, in fact, 
can be assigned for the non-increase of the population 
in Siberia, hut their reckless and debauched mode of 
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life. Their dress» food, and eRpecially their personal 
appearance, is greatly superior to that of any other of 
the neighbouring people. 

Besides these there is about an equal number of 
descendants of the Russians, who, on the first report of 
the conquest of Siberia, came and settled themselves 
here, and intermarried with the women of the Burates, 
who they expelled from their homes. These have been 
joined by descendants of exiles, who became free after 
the term of their sentence was completed, and form a 
numerous colony. Their countenances and dark hair 
show the admixture of Tatar blood in their veins. 
Tlieir mode of life, dress, and food, have, however, 
much more similarity to those of the Burates, than 
their Russian neighbours. They occupy themselves a 
good deal in fishing and hunting, and less in agricul- 
ture, though their lands are much better than those of 
the Sectaries. They live a great deal on the brick tea, 
which, of all mixtures, is certainly the most nauseous. 
They purchase it at Kiakhta; it is made of the coarsest 
leaves and small boughs, pressed together into a thing 
the shape and size of a brick. This they pound in a 
mortar and boil, mixing with it a little salt, to give it 
a flavour, and some butter, or grease, to make it slip 
down the throat ; sometimes a little milk and rye-flour 
is added, and then it is a dish worthy of a Taysha. 

The Burates, who are called here Bratskiy are a 
very numerous tribe, and are divided into four races. 
That of Khorynsk, consisting of twenty-two thousand; 
that of Selenginsk, sixteen thousand, — of these a part 
do Cossack duty; that of Khondarynsk, two thousand; 
that of Bargusine, about tho same number. These 



last are the most comfortable of all the diflereiit 
oulous. They inhabit the vicinity of the river Bargii- 
Bine, and have an unlimited extent of land to cultivate. 
None among them are rich, nor have they any poor, a 
golden mediocrity, owing, it is said, to their being 
governed by Ancients, who are too eiraple, and uncivi- 
lized as yet, to be ambitious. With their Mongolese 
descent they have brought some of their customs, and 
one which is very advantageous, that of watering their 
lands by nieaiiB of artificial canals, of which traces of 
great numbers, made tn ancient times, are visible in all 
directions, a proof that these Steppes had once a much 
more numerous population, and one far advanced in 
the science of agriculture. From any small ri^iilet 
they make a number of grips, which are stopped up 
till the land requires watering, when they let them off^ 
and never fail to have good crops both of hay and 
corn, BO that in this soil, which is gravelly, in a season 
of drought the land is more productive than that of 
tbeir neighbours, whose soil is much better. 

All tho Burates are more or less Nomades, as 
they keep a gi-eat quantity of cattle, aud change their 
residence in order to get fresh pasture for their flocks. 
This they do in spring, summer, and the beginning of 
winter. Some of them inhabit yourtes of felt, such as 
we described those of the Kivghis, others woodeu 
huts of a very primitive order. They are governed by 
Tai/shns elected for life by the people, aud confirmed 
by the Russian government durante heiic pJaciio. They 
have other officers under them called chouJetiqas and 
Zaymns, who are free from the 7/assafr, which the 
people pay for them. Tlie Taj/f^/ia receives his orders 
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from the police of the district, which he sends to liis 
chancellerie to be executed by the subalternFi. Their 
administration is naturally similar to that of the 
Russian peasants, except the election being popular 
and for life, and that they have the right of taxing the 
people arbitrarily without there being any appeal 
against their Jlat. This produces a vast deal of 
oppression, the Taysftas acquire a rank from the 
Russian authorities, their pretensions are increased, 
the taxes are unequally levied in order to receive gra- 
tuities from those wtio are favoured, and the same thing 
occurs in the distribution of their lands, so that all the 
iniquitous system of Russian abuses and corruptions is 
introduced among these simple people. 

Some few years ago one of the Tai/ihns of the 
Burates who inhabit the Isle of Olkhone in the 
Baikal, was convicted of a robherj-, a thing not common 
among them, and punished by the Russian autborities. 
A merchant who was passing by with some goods for 
Kiakhta was waylaid, robbed and murdered, by this 
worthy and some accomplices ; he was soon discovered, 
knouted. and sent for his life to the salt mines of 
Okhotsk with his abettors. Of these, every one made 
his escape in a short time, and came back to bis old 
residence, the Tat/sha, alone, remained and died there, 
although he had had the same opportunity of escaping 
as the others. In these times (this happened thirty 
years ago) the crime of murder was punished by having 
the nostrils torn out with hot pincers, an operation 
wliich, though not strictly speaking agreeable, is not to 
be compared to the pain of half a dozen blows with 
the knout. This has been long since abolished, and it 
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is considered in Siberia, by many, tliat this act of 
humanity was productive of much evil, as It stamped an 
indelible mai-k. upoa the culprit by wliich he could be 
for ever recognised, that branded him with ignominy, 
and prevented him ever maliing his escape from his 
place of exile. This it was in fact which prevented 
the Taj/sha, iu question, from returning to his home; 
he was sure to be informed against by his successor, 
who might be jealous of his recovering his authority, 
or some one else to whom he had done an injustice; 
and the internal rage he felt at the impossibility of 
concealing his shame, prompted him to die in exile 
rather than escape lilie his companions. Crime had 
increased to a notorious extent since that fatal mark 
has been abolished ; tlie convicted felon is now merely 
branded on the forehead with a hot iron, of which all 
tnice can easily be removed in a few days by the appli- 
cation of three slices of garlic on the three letters. 
In tlie other case the criminal could literally not show 
his noae, without being recognised, and all attempt at 
escape was, therefore, hopeless. An outcry is raised 
wlien the knout is talked of, but not a word in pity for 
the poor wretches who aie barbarously murdered by 
these ruffians in the way we have before described. 

Gmelin and Pallas have described the tombs of the 
ancient race who possessed these Steppes of the 
Burates at n very distant period, but there is in the 
neighbourhood of the salt mines of Selcnginsk a mouu- 
mental pillar of those of the olden time, which we 
believe lias not been noticed by any writer. It is 
placed near tlie goust/noi/e or lake of geese, and is of a 
single bltifk of gmiiite rounded, twelve feet high and a 
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great part of it buried in the ptiund. At the top 
is the face of a man in basso relievo, and on the 
two sides two oval figures as ornaments, also in (xisso 
relievo. Thoughof ancient workmanship, it is far from 
being of a rude description, and was evidently the work 
of a people who had made considerable progress in tlie 
arts of civilization. As a Russian curiosity it would be 
wortli sending to the museum at Petersburg. The 
Cliinese annals, according to De Gnignes, make men- 
tion of a people who inhabited these parts in the ninth 
century, and had expelled from them a tribe of Ilnns, 
Fragments of brouzo arrows and axes have been also 
found hereabouts, probably of an earlier date even, 
before the use of iron was introduced. The remains 
of articles of the same kind in jade, of wliich we Iiave 
spoken before, were also found at a little distance from 
Irkutsk, in a chalk pit, on a mountain, thirty feet below 
the surface. A httle research would, probably, bring 
to light many curiosities in this virgin soil to antiqua- 
rians, as many valuable objects were found by the 
Russians when they first took possession of the country 
in the tombs of the Aborigines. 

The Burates of Selenginsk and Khorynsk profess 
the religion of Budba, the others still adhere to Sham- 
anism. The clergy of the former religion, however 
absurd many of its tenets may be, are represented as a 
moat exemplary and useful class of persona. Uniting 
as they do the cure of the body to that of tlie souls of 
their congregations, tliey are an invaluable blessing to 
the poor people, and even the Hussians are indebted to 
them for medical assistance. Their little knowledge 
of simples is derived from Thibetan and Chiuewe works. 



and tUey often pvurcliase at Mai-Ma-chin, the druge 
■whidi they require, without liavitig any acquaintance 
with them except by name. 

These countries are very subject to infectiouB dis- 
orders, and especially the measles, which a. few years 
ago made great ravages among the Russians, but very 
little among the Burates. Their mode of treating them 
is a singular one. They pour cold water in M-hich a 
little milk is mixed, over the naked body of the ]iatient, 
till shivering comes on, they then wrap him in their 
pelisses of sheep-skin, and make liim as warm as i»os- 
sihle, which causes the irruption to tlirow itself out, as 
fully as is requisite, and in this way the Lamas had 
great success in curing the complaint. Tliey are very 
active also in vaccinating the children, and in one year 
when the Siberian plague was very destructive here, 
they were of the greatest assistance to the officers of 
the district. This disease is prevalent in various parte 
of Siberia from time to time, and was raging in that 
part of it through which Messrs. Humboldt and Rose 
travelled, in 1829, and was the cause of considerable 
loss to the scientific world, inasmuch as these gentle- 
men were persuaded that it was very contagious, and 
hurried through the district where it was, without hold- 
ing any intercourse with the inhabitants, so that they 
probably could not fail to miss many objects of interest, 
connected with the natural history of the country. 
They certainly do put the cattle into quarantine for it, 
but though ei)idemic, according to the best authority, 
that of Dr. Albert, who studied it for eighteen years at 
Tobolsk, it does not seem to be a contagious disorder. 
Lake cholera, it does not attack all the places in the 
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fiflnie vicioit)', Tliis GeiTiiaii pli^siciaii btlieveiJ it to 
Ik- luoduced by tlie exhalatjous froiu inarsb}' lowlaiide, 
and ljy some it lias beeu tbought to be communicated 
by very gmali iusects iuvisibie to the imkeU eye. We 
confess ttiie to be our idea of cholera also, and we Itave 
seen as much of it as mo^tt people, as well a» Uiat it is 
not of a coutagious nature. 

If not a|>eedily attended to, however, it is often fatal, 
and especially to tlie cattle and horses. It uiauifesta 
itself both in mnn and animals by a ^mall piutuLe or 
Oiiio, which has at first tlie appearauce of a gnat-bite, 
but increases rajtidly in size, and becomes violently in- 
flamed, bard, and cartilaginous. The remedy for raeu, 
which generally succeeds, is to ojien the abscess, and 
rub into it sal ammoniac, powdered chalk and tobacco 
mixed together, but for horses this is of no eflfect what- 
ever. In them it generally shows itself on the stomach, 
and an eye-witness informed ns of the case of one so 
attacked, who was treated in the way described above, 
and was instantly relieved, and be^n in a few minutes 
to eat hifi grass as ucual. A quarter of an hour after- 
wards the poison had communicated itself to the 
external vein of the stomach, which produced a strongly 
increased pulsation all the way up to the chest, and 
the animal fell dead witlioiit any ferther signs of suil'er- 
ing or disease. In all coses where dissection of the 
bodies took place, the internal organs were ail strongly 
affected. 

Corrosive mihUmate applied to the abscess in thia 

manner appears to have been the only eflicacious 

remedy — it produces an abundant sup|)uration, and 

seems to give considerable pain to tlie horse, but in ten 

V 2 
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days it almost always cures them. The difficulty of 
obtaining supplies of mercury and the expense of it 
in those countries, make it very desirable that some 
Biore common specific, and one easier of attainment, 
should be discovered for this most fatal disorder, in 
districts where every one almost looks to his flocks and 
herds, as his principal means of existence. As a pre- 
servative against it, they give in some places aconite to 
the horses in the spring, and imagine it has the effect 
of keeping o(f the complaint. 

It is more general in West than East Siberia; it 
formerly broke out in the marshy lands in the district 
of Tara, and taking an eastern direction spread as far as 
Tomsk, where it stopped. Since 1833, or 1834, it has 
travelled by a ditferent route, coming from the south, 
and following the course of the rivers towards the 
north (like the cholera) till it reached the government 
of Tobolsk, and the country about Narj'm. At this latter 
place it made frightful ravages, never having previously 
attacked it, or in a very slight degree. A sort of 
small locust, which is often most destructive to the 
crops in Siberia if proper precautions are not taken to 
destroy tliem, took the same direction as the plague at 
the same time, in the districts of Barnaoul, Kolyviln, 
&c., where they previously showed themselves, taking 
a line of march from west to east ; since that time they 
have also gone from south to north. 

The religion of Budlia is one which has existed for 
a long series of years, and been professed from the 
shores of the ocean to the Imaus, in a great part of 
central Asia, China, and Thibet, and is believed to have 
originated in India; at what period it was introduced 
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into Mongolia is not satisfactorily ascertained. Of all 
eastern professions of faith it is the most remarkable, 
from the nature of its doctrines, its mythology, and we 
may add the morality of its precepts. It appears to 
have a considerable resemblance with what we may 
suppose to have been the religion of the ancient Egyp- 
tians, that is, the essence, as understood by the priests, 
and those initiated in the higher order of mysteries, 
not in the popular superstitions and absurdities, which 
they considered sufficient for the vulgar herd. Its 
basis is the belief in the existence of One Supreme 
Being, of whom the different attributes are represented 
in a variety of forms. It teaches the doctrine of the 
immortality of the soul with that of the metempsy- 
chosis, and that eternal happiness or misery will be the 
portion of all according to the way they have lived on. 
earth. The ideas it conveys of eternity are subtle and 
metaphysical, though full of the wildest allegories and 
absurdities*. Its precepts are strictly moral, and the 
catalogue of mortal and venial sins immense. 

The priesthood, which consists of several classes, 
and is a very numerous body, receives more considera* 
tion and respect than in any religion we know of. A 
Lama cannot err, according to their holy books, and 
the object of every pious follower of Budha should be 
to please him in every possible manner. Timkowski 
gives the following translation of a part of one of these 

* The Supreme Being in their metaphysical view of him ia 
space, which contains in it the germs of future brings. Existence is 
only an illusion of the senses. The great spirit is in a state of 
repose, while all others are gradually changing and throwing off 
their materiality, and reunite when this work of purification is com- 
pleted. 
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holy 'books. "Yoti will attfiin the highest wisi^om if 
you honour the Lamas; the enn itself, which (tispels 
impenetrable mists, rises onh/ that honour may be ren- 
dered to the Lamas; the most enormous sins obtain 
pardon by showing; respect to the learned Lamas. By 
glorifying the grand Lama, you incline the Boiirkhans 
and the Bodisadou (divine emanations) to difiiise bles- 
sings and avert eyils. The benediction of the grand 
Lama gives bodily strengtli, communicates great advan- 
tages to youth, and confers glory. If you sincerely 
implore, during a whole day, the benediction of a Lama, 
all the sins committed during innumerable generations 
are effaced; a man then liecomes a Bourkhan. On tho 
contrary, if we render ourselves unwortliy of such a 
favour, wo become tho prey of hell. Any oHence to 
a Lama anniiiilates the merit acquired by a thousand 
generations. Whosoever shows any contempt for the 
holiness of the Lamns is punished by accidents, sickness, 
and all kinds of misfortunes. If any one turns Into 
ridicule the precepts of the Lama, he is punished by 
impediment in his speech, giddiness, and death. Ridi- 
culing the soul of the Lama leads to possession by the 
devil, loss of reason and memory, and banishment into 
the place of eternal torment. This derision is the 
greatest of all sins. He who is gailty of it will never 
ha*e rest; neither his body, nor his tongue, nor his 
Boul will enjoy the least tranquillity. He who succeeds 
in correcting himself of this vice, may hope to escape 
the late which awaits him, If be succeeds in over- 
coming this evil propensity, by acknowledging it to be 
the most hurtful of all evils, ho is certain of subduing 
his enemies. It is for this reason tliat the holy books 
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order us to pray, and to honour tlio Dalai Lama with 
indefatigable perseverauce." 

The Dalai Lnma is tlieir high priest, the object of 
their highest veneration, but a mortal. After his 
decease, he re-appears in human form, generally in 
that of n young child, whom he haa designated, and 
described iu what part of the world he is to be found, 
just before his death. The corpse of the deceased is 
treated with the highest respect, but never allowed to 
be seen again; their first care then is to go to the spot 
where the snccessor is to be fouml, and when the marks 
of resemblance are sufiiciently idcutlHablc, he is taken 
to the residence in Thibet, examined as to some points 
of doctrine, and installed in his high office. His 
yonth is, of course, spent in learning from the priests 
the mysteries of the reli{(ion, of which he is the living 
head and type, and in studying the sacred books. The 
Bantchnn is the second incarnation in point of rank, 
and in some parts even has the pre-eminence; the 
same ceremonies occur at his demise, and they mutually 
give their benediction to the new representative of the 
divinity. 

Next to these are the Koutouktoue, who are the 
vicegerents of the other two pontiffs; there are many 
of them, who reside in different parts of Mongolia, 
Cliina, Thil>et, kc; they are highly respected, and 
supposed to return immediately after death to the 
body of some young and handsome person. 

The priests are obliged to observe the strictest 
celibacy; they are a very numerous Iwdy, and every 
Mongolian brings up one of his sons to the priest- 
hood; they rise through various gradations of purifica- 
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tion to a state of regeneration, which leaves them 
Dotbiiig more to be desired. Tlie ceremonies in their 
temi)Ies, and the adoration of images, are so similar to 
those of the Roman Catholic rehgion, that Sir George 
Stauntoii, in his accoimt of the embassy to Peking, 
says the missionaries imagined they must have got a 
glimpse of Christianity from tlie Nestorians, by way of 
Tatary. We have before alluded to the introduction 
of Christianity in the ninth century among these 
nations; after which tho Mongols conquered them, 
and ingrafted Mahoinctanism upon it. It is not 
improbable that tliey, in turn, should have learned 
some of the doctrines and ceremonies of the nations 
they conquered, and thus have preserved, unknowingly^ 
the practice and precepts of a religion they despise and 
disregard. 

As the dependence of the Lamas on a Koutouktou 
resident out of the Russian dominions, did not suit 
the notions of the Russian government, it has esta- 
blished a sort of bishop among the Lamas, called a 
KLamba Lama, who should have the same authority aa 
the Koutouktou in Mongolia, and the power of con- 
ferring the priesthood, without the candidates being 
obliged to go to Ourga, two hundred and sixty versts 
beyond Kiakhta, wliere he resides, to receive ordination. 
Tiie Khamba Lama is elected by the other Lamaa 
and the Tat/s/ias, and his nomination is guaranteed by 
tho local government, but lie is subordinate to the 
district police. This is a considerable falling oIF from 
the dignity of a Koutouktou; but they are all better 
satisfied with the new arrangement. The rest of the 
tribes are still professors of Shamanism, the most 
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ignoble of all religions, and not worthy of being 
dignified with such a name, having neither clergy, 
places of worship, or morality to recommend it. 

From Verkhne-Udinsk to Selenginsk are a hundred 
versts, following the left bank of the river. The 
scenery is fine, and the valleys well cultivated. There 
is still a fortress and garrison at Selenginsk; but it is 
no longer called a to\^ii. The situation of Verkhne- 
Udinsk is in every way more convenient, and the 
encroachments of the river make the former an inse- 
cure residence. -Two English missionaries, Messrs. 
Swan and Stallybrass, had been established here for 
three and twenty years, but were unfortunately just on 
the point of leaving it, in consequence of an order 
from St. Petersburg. Captain Cochrane lived two or 
three days with them in the early part of their career, 
when they had only been three years at Selenginsk, 
and he seems to have formed, twenty years ago, a 
pretty accurate judgment of what would be the effect 
of their labours. He says, that up to that time, with 
the most unremitting efforts, they had not made one 
single convert. " Nor is it probable that they will,** 
continues he, ^^ because the Burates had only just 
received thirty waggon loads of religious books from 
Thibet, at an enormous expense, that their faith is of 
too old a date, and they too obstinate to change it. 
It is preposterous to suppose that three strangers (they 
were then three) should upset a religion, whose pro- 
fessors can read and write its doctrines, although a 
few, for the sake of money, may pretend to become 
Christians." This is almost the state of the case after 
three and twenty years. 
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Tliat they have been as active and devoted to 
their duties as men could be, there can be no doubt, 
and that they have been exemplary and useful in otliei" 
ways every one from Irkutsk to Nertchynsk admits, 
but their own account is, tliat they cannot flatter 
themselves with thinking they liave made half-a-dozen 
real converts daring their whole career. They Iia<] a 
printing press established at .Selenginsk, and having 
learned the Russian, Mongolese, and Thibetan lan- 
guages, they have circulated the Scriptures in each of 
these languages in great numbers. But Oiat it appears 
is almost the only result of twenty-three years' labour 
and Imnishment. Their establishment was exceedingly 
comfortable; they were, in the first instance, patronized 
strongly by tlie late Emperor Alexander, who built 
them houses, and gave them grants of lands, and they 
were so com]»letely domesticated there, that we believe 
no child ever felt a greater pang in being torn for the 
first time from his mother's side, than these worthy 
men did in leaving Siberia. They were in Moscow 
and Petersburg during the same time as ourselves, and 
we would gladly have done anything in our power to 
assist them, and as we went to Moscow with the 
Governor-general, who they imagined to bo the cause 
of their being sent away, we hoped to have been of 
service, but it was too late. 

The General is himself a Protestant, and in every 
way disposed to lend a favourable ear to them, but the 
complaint made against them by the Bishop of the 
diocese was, that they were not content with failing to 
convert the Burates themselves, but endeavoured to 
persuade them not to be baptized by the RosfflBna, 
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whom they represented as idnlatera, as mnch m them- 
selves. If tliis was tlie case, and this wbb the state- 
ment lai'l before the sjmod at Petersburg, from whom 
their fientence of expulsion emanated, they could not 
complain of their fat«. We can hardly understand 
what other possible motive could exist for wishing to 
get rid of them, than the one assigned, nnd as enthii- 
fliasts have generally more zeal than discretion, it i* 
likely there was some foundation for the charge made 
against them. They could not, we l»elieve, assign 
themselves any reason for Ibeir dismissal. The 
GoTernor-general waa only the instniment employed to 
eignify to them the order for their departure, which 
came from Petersburg. lie charged us, howerer, to 
negoctate with them for the purchase of their printing 
machine, which he wished to keep at Irkutsk, and 
which it would bo an immense expense to them to 
remove out of Buseia, but nothing was done about it. 
The Russians, clergy or laymen, are, without any 
exception, the most tolerant people as regards religious 
opinions, of any we have ever met with in Europe. 
We do not mean to say, that the dogmas of the Greek 
Clmrch are a wliit more so than the Iloman Gafholic 
ones, but its professors are so in practice. Never did 
we hoar any observations made on the subject of a 
man's faith in any part of the empire, and in discussing 
the tenets of the Uitlerent churchec, the only one 
against which there seems to be any bitterness is the 
Roman Catholic, because they have seceded from it 
perhaps, or the Roman Catholics more properly from 
them. Our missionaries, therefore, having been tole- 
rated and even encouraged lor three and twenty years, 
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we must confess we think the fault lay with tliemselves, 
that this toleration has ceased. 

Wherever their field of action may lie for tlie 
future, it can hardly be in a more unfruitful soil than 
the one they have left, and whatever their errors in 
judgment may have been, no one can refuse them the 
greatest praise for having continued with a persever- 
ance deserving a better result, to fight against so many 
difficulties, for so many years, with so little success. 
Their acquaintance with the Mongolese and Chinese 
dialects will enable them to contiime their jjious work 
in those countries, to which an opening may very pro- 
bably be made of a permanent nature at no very dis- 
tant period. 

The Russian government, with whatever object, 
are clearly most anxious to unite all their subjects 
under one form of religious worship; they would con- 
sequently feel more than ordinary resentment against 
any set of men who could be supposed to thwart their 
intentions. It is at least a great state engine, and the 
recent abolition of the religious establishments, with a 
view to connect the clergy more closely with the state, 
is intended to extend its power, quite as much as it is 
one of a financial nature. That it is a wise measure in 
both respects we are convinced, and we hope to see 
the day when something of the same sort may be 
brought about with our own Catholic neighbours in the 
sister kingdom. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Baths of Tourka. — Lama Priests, Physicians. — From Verkhne- 
Udinsk to Kiakhta. — Troitsko Sauski. — Treaty with Chineso 
in 1728. — Description of the Fortress. — Timbowski. — Distance 
to Peking. — Tea Trade. — Douanc of Kiakhta. — Trade with 
Chinese in general. — Against the Russians. — Alterations pro- 
posed. — Mai-*ina-tchin. — Description of it. — No Chinese 
Women allowed there. — Chinese Dinners. — Dzar-gou-tchai.— 
Curious Antiquity on Y^niss^i River. — Nertchynsk. — Yab- 
lonnoi Mountains. — Crown Peasants. — Mines. — Criminals. — 
Produce of Iron and Lead Foundries. — Wild Animals. — Inha- 
bitants. — Yakut Horses. — Fond of Racing. — Oblava. — ^Traffic 
with Okhotsk. — Mode of crossing; the Baikal on the Ice. 
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At about two hundred verstfl from Verkhne-Udinsk 
are the hot wells of Tourka, only two or three versts 
from the eastern extremity of the Baikal. Nine 
versts before reaching them, you cross the river 
Tourka, which falls into the lake, and in a thick 
forest, through which a road has been made, the baths 
are situated. They are strongly sulphureous, and the 
heat is as great as 48'' of R^umur. Their virtues are 
most celebrated in this country, as specific remedies, 
for a variety of complaints, and in March and April, 
and again later in summer, they are much frequented. 
There is no good medical advice to be obtained there, 
however, the plan being for every patient to inscribe 
in a large journal, kept for the purpose, the nature of 
his complaints, the remedies he took, and the success 
that attended them, so that every new-comer has a 
prospect of profiting, at least, by some of his prede- 
cessors' experience. One medical man, of considerable 
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reputation in Russia as a cbymist, lias frequented them 
the last few years, and he has probably given to the 
pubHc some explanation of the qualities of the %yater, 
and their effects. It is quite clear, but has all tlie 
nauseous smell and taste of Hanowgate water, though 
the visitors use it for tea, and when boiled, it has no 
disagreeable flavour. 

The Lamas, who, as we have nieutioned, are corpo- 
rally, as well as spiritually, the physicians of tJieir 
flocks, have a superstition about the use of these baths, 
as they have, indeed, about most things; and a cele- 
brated cure of a Burate is recorded, the fact of the 
cure being undoubted, the time it required being the 
point most insisted on. The idea is that the cure must 
be effected in ueitlier more nor less than twenty-one 
days, and that, if it has not taken place in that time, 
it must be given up till the following year, A Burate 
was brought there a few years ago, who had so com- 
pletely lost the use of his limbs, as not to be able to 
sit on horseback; he was carried by his friends to the 
baths, and twice a day put into them as hot as he could 
hear them, and left there till he fainted. He Mas then 
plunged into the snow, and entirely covered with it 
from head to foot; when he came to himself again, 
and naturally shivered violently, the^- placed him in a 
room made exceedingly hot, and wrapped him in 
jjelisses till he persjiired freely. At the end of a week 
he could walk to the bath without assistance, and on 
the twenty-first day rode away perfectly cured. There 
are several cold water springs as well as the hot ones, and 
the gyatem adopted seems to be on the same princi|>!e 
08 that at Griiflenberg. In the environs of the Baikal 
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tliere are a great number of other liot sprinfj^s and a 
cbymical aimlysie would probably discover as many 
difierent qualities of water, as are found between Ems 
and Marieubad or Franzeubad. 

From Verkbue-Udinsk to Kiakbta the road follows 
the river Seieiiga a hundred and twenty-six versts on 
its left bank, tbrougli a 8te]ii)es of a better and le?e 
sandy soil than is the character of a great deal of the 
laud in the neighbourhood. A few versta below the 
town of Selenginsk. the river is crossed, from whieli 
point the nature of the soil changes completely, and is 
sandy and mountainous. Tlie last jxist from Lipofsk, 
eighteen versts, is exceedingly tedious, from having 
three mountains to cross in deep sand, not unlike what 
we met with in the relay which took us to Bemipola- 
tinsk. 

The fortress of Troitsko Sauski, a neat, well built 
town, on the banks of tUe little river, or rather brook, 
of Kiakbta, is four versrt on the western side of the 
well-know*n frontier of tlie Itussian and Chinese 
empires. The fortress is not much advanced, nor is it 
probable it will increase much fioni what it was at its 
establishment by the treaty of 172H. By this it was 
stipulated that a church should be built for the Russian 
service to be performed in, and no mention being 
made of a permission to build other substantial houses, 
none but the usual wooden ones of the country exist. 
Its situation, in a narrow valley, surrounded by high 
mountains, is unfavourable, both for the inhabitants 
and for trade; and the fact of the treaty being entered 
into, under the restraint of a Chinese army, ready to 
enforce the provisions their plenipotentiaries insisted 



on, as well as the terms of inferiority in which China 
speaks invariably of Russia, prove that a free choice 
was not g;iveii to the Count Ssava Wiadislavich Ragu- 
sinski, either in the articles of the treaty itself, aa to 
the boundaries of the two empires, or more than all, 
in the place to be selected as the depot for their eai 
merce and exchange of merchandise. The fortr 
contains about five thousand inhabitants, many of them 
rich merchants from various parts of Russia, all the 
officei-8 of government) the director of the douane, an 
important and valuable employment, and some military 
and civil functionaries. No town in Russia, perhaps, 
has 80 few churches in proportion to the number of il 
inhabitants. 

The name of Kiakhta is derived from the Mon, 
word Kia, signifying the Triticum rcpens, which gro' 
abundantly in the neighbourhood. The soil is, ho' 
ever, not generally productive, although on the Chim 
side of the Kiakhta there arc a number of gardei 
which they water Ijy means of small sluices, fastened 
by wooden pegs, which they pull out, and irrigate their 
crops with the water of the brook of partition, which, 
may be stepped over on foot. Columns were placi 
a little distance oft' on the two sides of it, formed 
a block of granite, eighteen feet high, to mark tl 
respective boundaries, and tliese will stand, probably, 
long after the event they commemorate shall haTi 
ceased to be scrupulously respected. 

The cold in winter is great here, Kiakhta bei: 
two thousand four hundred feet above the level of thi 
sea, ami eonsequentiy considerably higher tlian tl 
Baikal, and the towns in the Hartz mountains am 
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Swiss AIjis. A little beyond, on the Chinese side, 
flows the little river Bura, near which the treaty was 
made, Kiakhta not being yet in existence. Kvery 
article of life is brought from a distance, water even 
being procured from a spring on the Chinese side. A 
strong garrison of regulars and Cossacks is kejit uj), 
and the comtnandant, who has the inspection of all 
alfairs of minor importance, corresponds witli the 
Governor-general at Irkutsk; all matters of commerce 
of great(?r moment are settled at Petersburg, 

One of the articles of the treaty of 1728, stipu- 
lated that tlie Russian government should be allowed 
to maintain a residence at Peking for four priests and 
six other persons, who should be changed every ten 
years; and that a church should be provided for the 
performance of the Greek liturgy. As many of the 
survivors, and the descendants of the Russian prisoners 
taken at Albasyne, were still in existence at Peking, 
this was ostensibly for their spiritual benefit; the 
younger memljers of the embassy tlius appointed were 
to return after the expiration of ten years, and to be 
considered as students sent there to learn the language 
and customs of the Chinese. A court of embassy is 
there provided for them, which is kept in repair by the 
Chinese, and the monastery and church for the priests, 
at the expense of Russia. Whether the archives of 
Petersburg contain any hidden information concerning 
the statistics, and real condition of the Celestial 
Empire, of a less vague description than has been 
communicated to the public by other European travel- 
lers in that country, we know not; but no details have 
ever escaped from that quarter. 



gOo TIMKOWSKt. 

Timknwski published an account of his mission to 
Peking in 1819, but it contains nothing of any general 
importance, wliicli has not been more fully given by 
more than one English writer of a much more reeeut 
date. It was no business of his to give any information 
m to the amount of trade going on between the two 
countries, which, however, has been very considerably- 
increased since that time. In the summer of 1840 
the embassy was changed, and we saw several persons 
who had been employed in different ways in making 
the necessary arrangements from Irkutsk and Peters- 
burg, and from this quarter we had the first informa- 
tion of our occupation of the Island of Chusan, the dis- 
tance to Peking being only about a thousand miles, 
and there being communication with Kiakhta 
stantly In ten days. 

The fact made 8 great sensation there, as it 
supposed the provision of tea for the fair of Nijni, this 
year, 1842, would fall very short in consequence, and 
ae the whole Russian Empire is supplied by that means, 
the loss to individuals, as well as trade in general, will, 
in that event, be very great. When we left Siberia 
the usual quantity had not arrived, but the effect was 
not expected to be felt til! August of 1842, so long is 
the time required to convey the necessary flower from 
the place of its growth to that of its consumption. 
The prices in 1841 were much higher than usual in 
consequence of such an event being anticipated. This 
might be partly because the monopolists took advan- 
tage of the panic, a thing which is done iu all countries, 
but the fact is that the mercantile failures at Moscow, 
when we were there in the first months of 1841, were 
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most numerouB, anil more serioua than liad ever hoen 
known before. As the commerce at Kiakhta is in 
reality purely one of barter, if the usual imports of tea 
fall off, the exports of Hussian produce fall off in the 
wime proportion. A nobleman of onr acquaintance, 
who had established only a few years a manufactory of 
a particular sort of cloth, destined solely for the Chinese 
market, told us that he had been in the habit of export- 
iiip annually to the value of six hundred thousand 
roubles of this material, and that up to the moment 
when he was speaking to us. Easter of 1841, he had 
not had an order for one single yard, in consequence of 
this shock given to commerce. 

Nothing is more difficult than to arrive at anything 
like a satisfactory acquaintance with the amount of 
merchandize exchanged between the two countries. 
Accounts are from time to time published of particular 
transactions, but an authentic statement of the gross 
amount is difficult to obtain. It has been lately stated 
in the Russian Gazette, tliat in 1823, the weight of 
goods brought for barter was 130,'256 puds, and that 
in 1837, this was increased to 203.603 puds, but no 
notice was taken of the description or value of the 
goods comprised in this immense bulk. A great pro- 
jx)rtion, undoubtedly, was tea, and from what we could 
gather from the most competent authorities, the value 
so exchanged in the last year or two may be estimated 
at a hundred million of roubles annually. The tax 
stated iu the same Gazette to have been paid by Rus- 
sian merchants on the imports in 1830, amounted to 
11,262,603 roubles, an immense sum for custom duties 
at one place ; and we see that by* late Ukase a revision 
X 2 
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of duties has been made, and a new tariff is to be 
adopted from November, 1842. By this it seems tbat 
the dnty on all manufactured goods from Europe will 
be considerably raised, aii«l we iiave attempted to show 
before that by this the revenue will be a gainer. It is 
at the same time a practical commentary on tlie trul 
of another of Captain Jesse's statements, where 
represents the Emperor to be omnipotent in everything, 
excepting in making any change in the taritf. We 
apprehend his Imperial Majesty's financiers understand 
figures better than the gallant captain, who says, two 
hundred and fifty-five roubles are seventeen pounds and 
ten pence, whereas, at the rate of exchange at the ti: 
of which he spoke, and at which, of course, he procu 
his roubles, they were exactly twelve pounds sterling. 
We hope his bankers did not cheat him to that extent. 
But the circumstances connected with the Chinese 
trade, especially the article of tea, one of such vital 
importance to all classes, are totally different, and any 
increase in the import duty will be severely felt, by 
those least able to hear an increase in the price of 
what is one of the necessaries of life. 

In 1812, a duty of a hundred roubles per catsse 
laid on tea, and is still in force. This is one of 
reasons, added to the enormous length of the land 
carriage, which makes tbat article so costly in Russia. 
Every one who has drank good tea in that country 
(there are many inferior <jualities) will admit that it is 
far superior to anything to be met with in any other 
country. This it has been said is owing to its not 
having been exposed to the sea air. That is, however, 
a fallacy; our chests of tea are hermetically sealed aa ii 
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were before they are embarked, and cannot be much, if 
at ally affected by that agency; but the overland tea is 
grown in a different jmrt of China, and is of a superior 
quality. Black tea only is generally used in Russia, 
green tea is not much prized, and is sold at rather a 
cheaper rate, than the ordinary quality used in private 
houses. But the price is extravagant. Common good 
family tea costs about fifteen roubles the pound, or 
nearly as many shillings, while it is to be bought as 
high as fifty, and the small caisses^ which are scarce 
even at Kiakhta, as high as a hundred. This is 
only used in small quantities mixed with the more 
common sorts ; when drank alone, as we have tasted it 
from curiosity, it is as insipid as anything can be, and 
has a perfumed flowery flavour, such as cowslips or any 
other herb of that sort would produce. We have 
heard of this costly article being sent to England, as a 
rare cadeauy and used unmixed; and it was then so 
little esteemed that the receiver thought he had been 
hoaxed, so different did it turn out from what was 
expected, according to the high notions entertained of 
the famous Russian tea. 

The articles of the treaty, which arranged the minutitB 
of all the details in the mode of trading between the Rus- 
sian and Chinese merchants, were so specific, that these, 
as well as the strict adherence of the latter to the letter 
of the law, and particularly their shrewdness in disco- 
vering what is favourable to themselves, are generally 
considered by the Russians to place them on a very 
unequal footing with their customers. They elect 
annually a certain number of merchants, who act as 
a board of trade under the direction of the head of the 
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cuHtom-bouse. who arrange with the correspondii 
board of Chinese the price of every article to 
exchanged, to which a relative value is fixed on 
Chinese article. This is done in writing and is i 
changeable, and no transaction ought to take pla 
except on these terma. At first, this was scrupulously 
attended to, and the samples exchanged witli great 
exactitude as to weight and quality. But though thai 
Russian is neither very scrupulous nor easy to ove 
reach by oi-dinary traders, he is not a match for th 
wily Chinese, particularly as circumstances are in 1 
favour. One old trader, a German Russian, who hw 
been all over tlie world, and done business with i 
sorts of men, amused us at the fair of Nijui with 1 
classification of roguish dealers. The first in the order 
of cheats he placed the Armenians, next the Greeks, 
then the Chinese, then the Russians, and then a Jew,^ 
We are no judges of hia distribution of the merit ( 
knowing how to impose on others, but we have reasf 
to think he was good authority. A story is told of i 
deputation of Jews coming to Peter the Groat to off^ 
him two hundred thousand ducats, for the liberty c 
trading in RuKsia; he smiled and said, "Keep yon! 
money in your pockets, for in a short time my Russian) 
will send you out of the country without a rag to yow 
backs." He seemed, therefore, to place his good sut^ 
jects higlier in the scale, than even our friend at Nijni 
perhaps. 

As regards the mode of barter at Kiakhta, tlioj 
Chinese, whose goods like other things in the Celestia 
Kmpire never vary in value, and are not subject to th 
fluctuations, occasioned by a thousand circumstance* 



TRADE AT KIAKHTA. 311 

in the commercial world of Europe, will uever lower 
an iota of tlieir deinauda, while the Russian, who is 
obliged to dispose of his merchandise coule gui coute, 
frequently suffers severely in the transaction, and if he 
does not take the Chinese coniraodities on their terms, is 
probably a bankrujit. Many of them have liitle capital, 
or none at all, besides the stock of goods they exchajige 
from year to year, and many over-trade exceedingly; 
one of the principal causes of the ruin of merchants in 
more countries than one. In their dealings at the 
fairs of Nijui anil Irbit, all is done on credit from fair 
to fair. i. e. from year to year ; the consequence is, that 
if a merchant does not dispose of his goods at Kiakhta, 
and bring back a supply of other articles for the fair 
the following year, he caimot meet his engngements. 
As the prices fluctuate considerably at these great 
commercial r^tmiotis he cannot make a certain calcula- 
tion beforehand of the probabiUty of losing or gaining, 
80 that his risk is increased; and the year we were at 
Nijui, though it was the largest fair ever known, we 
heard of a vast quantity of bills of the preceding year 
being carried over to the following one. TheChinese, 
moreover, are excessively active and cunning in find- 
ing out exactly the prices of ICuropean articles, and 
whether there is a great demand for particular sorts of 
goods which they have to sell, and what the quantity is 
in the market of those they want to buy. Whenever, 
therefore, they find these points to be in their favour, 
they make a monopoly of their own articles, and will 
only give a lower price for those of which they know 
there is a glut in the Russian market, and not having 
the same necessity of selling as their competitors, they 
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can always stand out longest, and ultimately can 
their point. They have also another great advanta^ 
over the Russians in their perfect agreement among' 
themselves on all subjects. They act as one man, not 
BO much from being aware, perhaps, of its advan- 
tages, but from being more strictly tied down by the 
Board of Trade on their side, who are ready enough to 
relax when the advantage is to he gained, but will 
never allow any abatement against their own interests. 
The Russians, having no such impediment, and every— 
man being obliged to be guided by his own c 
stances at the moment, make individual bargains at ^ 
lower rate than the one taxed by the two Boards; i 
as soon as one has done this, every one else must d 
the same, or the Chinese will not trade at all. Tbi 
extreme dexterity of the Celestials in every sort < 
thicanery is stated by all writers on China, and the! 
put this into {irai-tice most advantageously at Kiakhtl 
by filching a certain quantity out of tlie chests of tei 
and giving short measure in their silk and cotton " 
goods. They have so completely the upper hand of 
the Russians in their transactions, that this is said to 
be done in the most bare-faced way, without any fee 
of a protest on the part of the purchaser. 

As the distance ftx>m Kiakhta to Nijni is about five 
thousand versts, the time occupied in conveying the 
goods thither is naturally very great, and as it is t 
great object to be among the earliest arrivals thep( 
the Russians are anxious to conclude tiicir bargain 
and set out. The loss probably falls heavier, ho' 
on the consumer than the merchant. Independent c 
the duty on all imports, the trader iji obliged to depoai 
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with the Director of the Russian Custom-house a 
stamped security for his solvency from the district to 
which he belongs, and he gives bills, payable the fol«> 
lowing year, for the duties on the goods he imports, 
before they are allowed to pass the frontier bar. In 
like manner, before he can obtain his security from his 
commune^ he is obliged to produce the receipt for the 
payment in full of the duties of the preceding year 
from the Custom-house. Two transactions, which in 
Russia are not got over without a considerable gratuity 
being given to all parties concerned. 

The thing which it would be most profitable to 
import for manufacture in the eastern and northern 
parts of Siberia, would be the raw cottons and materials 
of which the nankeens are made. The establishment 
of manufactories for these articles, as an emplojonent 
to those sentenced to hard labour, would well repay 
the government, and be of essential service to the 
whole country. The principal articles of exchange are 
tea, the brick tea, tobacco, coarse cottons, silks, rhubarb, 
and a variety of trifling articles executed with great 
skill in China, such as fans, purses, toys, and ivory- 
work. On the other side cattle, furs, leather, glass, 
cloth, and common crockery, of which a vast quantity 
is exported, strange to say, to the country which has 
given its name with us to this material. 

Four versts beyond the fortress of Troitsko Sauski, 
is the real hamlet of Kiakhta, consisting of a few 
houses where only the merchants are allowed to live ; 
and three hundred yards beyond it, over the river, is 
the Chinese town of Mai-ma-tchin, or, more properly, 
the Mai-ma-tchin, for it signifies in Mongolese the 
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dep6t for commerce. Between these two places, are 
erected the columns, on the different sides of which 
are inscribed, in Russian and Chinese characters, the 
circumstances tbey commemorate, namelj, the fixing 
the limits of the two empires, of which the ignoble 
Kiakhta is the Rubicon. 

The Mai-ma-tchiu is a small rectangnlarly-bi 
hamlet, having two principal streets, which cross eai 
other at right angles, at the end of each of which is a 
gate, looking towards the four points of the compass. 
It is surrounded with a wooden wall, which is its only 
fortification. The streets are exceedingly narrow, and 
ill paved, so that two camels caa barely pass each 
other, as at Cairo; but there is a great difference in 
the height of the houses of the two places. Here they 
are very small, all of one story, and of wood; the roofs 
mostly of the same material, though the more inferior 
sort are covered with turf: they have no windows 
towards the street, and consist of two small rooms, one 
of which serves for a warehouse and shop, the other 
for the occupant to live in. On the other side, the 
windows are composed of oiled i)aper, painted with 
different devices, and sometimes of Russian talc. 
There is in general a great air of cleanliness, and the 
furniture of the houses is often of a superior descrip- 
tion. They are heated with stoves, like the Russian 
houses, which are needful, small as the apartments 
are, for the cold is very grtat, and, in spite of all, they 
are not well wanned. A great display is made of all 
the nondescript articles they have for sale in the shop, 
and in those of the higher class of merchants, there is 
great order in stdwiug away their bedding and house- 
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hold furniture, all of which are in one common, sitting, 
eating, and sleeping room. 

The number of the inhabitants is about fifteen hun- 
dred, all males, no Chinese women being allowed to 
go there; a few common Mongolese women are seen 
about, but not many. The Quarterly Review doubted 
this fact in noticing Captain Cochrane's book; but we 
can assure our readers it is strictly true. A story is 
told, as having occurred a few years ago to a civil 
governor of Irkutsk, who took his wife and daughter, 
disguised in man*s attire, to see this place, which all 
are curious to get a peep of, especially those to whom 
it is prohibited. The Chinese got wind of it, and as 
they are notoriously the most fertile in inventing and 
executing drawings, and other objects of the most 
indecent nature, they provided a number of these 
articles in one of the houses where the ladies were 
introduced, and displayed them on a sudden in such a 
manner to their notice, that they were placed in the 
awkwardest predicament, and too happy to make their 
escape without discovering their sex. 

These celestial merchants are a luxurious J9et of 
reprobates, who live remarkably well. When they 
give a grand entertainment, it commences with a dejeur 
neTj composed of sixty small dishes, and is followed by 
a dinner of the same number. Each guest is served 
with a distinct plal^ presented to him in small tearcups* 
which are composed in a great measure of vegetables, 
and ragouts of every imaginable description, the ingre- 
dients of which it is more prudent not to inquire, if 
one intends to partake of them. One very favourite 
dish is a soup made of the sea-worm, several of which 
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we possess, about two inches long, and an inch broad, 
perfectly dry and black, in ai)pGarauce what one might 
imagine a salted shig to be. These are diluted in hot 
water, and, being of an elastic nature, they melt into a 
8ort of jelly, or glutinous substance, which, if one could 
divest oneself of the recollection of its natural form, 
would not be at all unpalateable. They do not give 
professedly any wines, but a variety of drinks peculiar 
to themselves: they have, however, learned, from tlieir 
intercourse with their Russian neighbours, to appre- 
ciate the merits of champagne, which is drunk in 
torrents during the white month. This white month 
is the beginning of the Chinese year, our month of 
February, and we should have gladly been able to be 
there at that time, and extend our tour to Nertchynsk, 
the Ultima Thule of Russia in this direction, to see the 
mines there, and enjoy the amusements going on at 
Kiakhta at that season. M-hen the great exchange of 
merchandise takes |ilace. But this would have delayed 
our return to Petersburg till too late for the Grand 
Duke's marriage, which we were anxious to witness, 
and the favourable opportunity of returning with the 
Governor-general was a piece of good fortune not to 
be thrown away. The scene of carousing and gaiety 
during this mouth is described as most amusing, and 
would be doubtless the best opportunity of seeing the 
Chinese under the most favourable colours. 

During this season, they have a theatre open, where 
of course, as everywhere else in China, only male 
actors are allowed to appear on the stage. Previous 
to the commencement of the fair, a religious ceremony 
takes place, which lasts three days; the one before. 
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and the one after the fall moon. The streets are 
lighted with a number of lanterns of coloured and 
painted silk, which are suspended at regular intervals; 
and these, during the fete, are kept alight night and 
day. The merchants retire into the interior, after the 
fair is over, and are relieved by others every six 
months. The chef of this mercantile settlement is the 
Dzar-gou-tchai, who is omnipotent in all matters 
which concern the police arrangements and commercial 
business. He is always a Mandtchu, not a native 
Chinese, and belonging to the royal race, the conquer- 
ors of the country, receives the most unbounded 
honours, and has all applications j»resented to him by 
the ])etitioner on his knees. His term of authority 
extends to three years, at the end of which time he 
returns to Peking. If the j>eo]»le are satisfied with 
him, they accompany him on his departure to the gate, 
and when he goes out, take off a boot, which is then 
placed over it in token of their approbation of his con- 
duct. This is the greatest honour that can be done to 
such a functionary, and appears to be the more valued 
from its being so rarely conferred. There are only two 
boots over the gate. This functionary is a despot in 
the attention he exacts from his subordinates, and the 
strictest etiquette is observed in begging his permis- 
sion to perform any the most trifling act. It happened 
that in 1814, the Emperor of Russia desired a f^He to 
be given by the directors of the douane at Troitska 
Sauski, to commemorate the taking of Paris. The 
Dzar-gou-tchai and other Chinese were invited, and the 
latter neglected to ask his leave to accept the invita- 
tion. When they were going to dinner, he accordingly 



918 PAGODAS. 

forbade them to sit down, and they were constraiued 
to throw themselves on their knees, and intreat pardoo 
and permission, wliich were graciously accorded 
them. 

There are few buildings worthy of remark in tl 
little settlement; the residence of the Dzar-gou-tcliai 
is little superior to that of his dependants, and distin- 
guished from them i)rineipally by two flag-stafl'a placed 
opposite the entrance. There are two pagodas, which, 
as Mai-ma-tchin is not the earthly abode of the Kou- 
touktou in these parts, but Ourga, are not remarkable 
for their magniticence. The larger one has a great 
deal of gaudy carving and gilding in extreme bad taal 
and contains five colossal images in a cross-legged 
ting position, mado of clay and gilt over, dressed 
silken robes, with a crown on their heads, and long 
black beards. Before the principal altar stand four 
other monsters holding a scroll in their hands, which 
contains the doctrines of Budha. few of which are 
understood by the Lamas, but every word scrupulously 
committed to memory, the loss of one iota being fatal, 
as each word contains a mystical meaning, and is sym- 
bolical of some attribute or emanation of the Divinity. 
The usual prayer at every moment in the month of a 
pious believer consists of four Indian words, which 
Klaprotb says, if they have any meaning, it is "Oh! 
precious Lotus." The rest of the pagoda, which is 
extensive, is filled with a variety of monsters of the 
same description, a quantity of arms of all sorts, and 
two horses of clay, with a banner and attendant to 
each, saddled and bridled. In the small pagoda is ati 
image representing the Supreme Being with an aureole 
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and a sword iri bis Iiand. There are many remains of 
ancient pagodas in the Steppes on the Russian side, 
which have fallen into decay since the Russian occupa- 
tion. 

One of our companions on the return to Peters- 
burg, a German attadie to the Governor-genera!, who 
had been sent to Ourga, two hundred and sixty versta 
in the Steppes of Gobi on the road to Peking, in the 
summer before, on business connected with the mission 
going there, was present at the great festival in the 
holy month He described the procession of five hun- 
dred Lamas, in their yellow and scarlet robes, as a very 
imposing one. 

Tlie priests of Budha have effected at least one 
good, in this part of the wide district under their 
superintendence, in that they have eradicated Sham- 
manism in a great measure. This, the most rascally 
system of knavery which ever imposed upon mankind 
to place faith in it, is founded on the agency of evil 
spirits, who terrify their followers into everything they 
desire from a threat of haunting them in this world and 
in the next. The only boaH of the Sliamans is their 
power of doing mischief, and by this they extort from 
the credulous Mongols everything that a person under 
the influence of ghostly fear can perform. They are 
by their own desire buried in cross roads, or some con- 
spicuous spot, to have the greater means after death 
of injuring the ill-fated wretches who frequent the 
abode of their wizard spirits. They act as physicians, 
exorcists, and judges in cases of crime, among the 
northern tribes who put faith in them. Dobell gives a 
picture of them in the frontispiece of one of his 
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volutiies, but does not give any account of them that 
we remember. Both men and women are initiated 
into what may be called a mixture of sorcery and con- 
juring rather than religion. In cases of illness they 
make use of incantations and sacrifices to drive out 
the evil spirits, as everything is attributable to tlieir 
agency. They are supposed to be driven from the 
person of the diseased into that of some animal whom 
the Shaman designates. The most absurd ceremonies, 
with fretjuent and deep potations of tiie intoxicating 
kumiss, are gone through to effect this. Spells, prayers, 
and the most uuintelligiblo jargon are employed by 
them to divine the fate of the person labouring under 
any illness for which they are called in; if they recover, 
the credit is theirs, if not, it is laid to the account of 
tlie sacrifice not being acceptable to the evil spirit. 
Their dress is a leathern jacket with sleeves from the 
shoulder to the elbow, and along the outer seam strips 
of leather are ?ewed, as well as round the bottoms 
hanging down to the ground. The jacket is covered 
with iron plates, and pieces of brass and iron hang from 
it, which jingle as he jumps about beating hi.s tambour. 
He has a sort of leathern apron from the chin to the 
knees, his tambour is also furnished with bars of iron 
and brass, and the drum stick is covered with the skin 
of some animal; he has also a fur cap which he throws 
off when the magic spells begin. 

When the trial of any one accused of stealing, or 
Some crime of that description, takes place, the Shaman 
places his tambour and dress before a fire, of which 
only the end)crs are burning, and the party accused is 
placed near it opposite to the sun. and invokes the 
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most dreadful curses on IiimRelf if lie is guilty. The 
Sliaman tlien throws butter upon the embers, and tlie 
accused steps over the tambour and dress, and swallows 
some of the smoke from the butter, and looking up at 
the sun, says, " If I have sworn falsely, deprive me of 
thy light and heat." Some time after this ho must 
bite the head of a bear, and as this animal is reckoned 
extremely sagacions, and even superhumanly wise, tliey 
fancy he will turn round and kill the person if he is 
guilty. Tliere is, however, great unwillingness to go 
through this ordeal if even they feel their innocence, 
and not unnaturally, as they are more concerned than 
the Shaman in the bear's faculty of distinguishing 
between guilt and innocence. These fellows act the 
part of conjurors also, in which capacity Dnbell speaks 
of them only, and says they do not display any parti- 
cular skill in this art. 

There was an idea in the heads of some of the 
Russians formerly, who could not understand tho 
object of our missionaries in settling at Selenginsk, 
that the British government had designs on Thibet, 
and that these worthy people were sent there to learn 
the language and become agents in the scheme. By 
means of it they said we were to get the Dalai Lama 
in our power, and then that all the Kalmucks, Mon- 
gols, and other worshippers of him would become our 
zealous allies, and further our conquests in Central 
Asia. The idea was truly Russian, we do not mean 
that of the government, but of tlieir subordinate agents, 
who are apt to judge a little of others by themselves. 
They even pretended that on the occasion of an inter- 
regnum of five years after the spirit of the last Dalai 
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Lama had quitted his earthly foi-m. and Ixjfore aiioti 
was installed in his stead, that the Celestial Empei 
would not allow him to he chosen from among the 
Thibetans, hut from among his subjects nearer home, 
for fear perhaps of an English influence. Wo certainly 
get the credit of having a long sight with some people, 
but it is probably, because they imagine we see through 
their medium. 

On the Y^nissei river, in a pass of the moani 
on a high rock, there is a very remarkable ttatni 
curiosity, such, at least, we conceive it to be, althnngli 
the superstitions of the native Tatars have, of course, 
given it a prieteruatural origin. It has the appearance 
of the figure of a man petrified, and so com])leto is 
the delusion at the height at which it stands, that it is 
difficult to say what it really is. The Tatar account of 
it is, that a certain Khan of theirs in the early ages 
enibmced Christianity, long before the time of the 
Bussian occupation, and that the devil, in revenge for 
his conversion, fastened him naked to this spot, wh) 
he became stone. In the Mynasinski Steppes there 
we wore assured by a person M'ho professed to ! 
seen it, a labyrinth, consisting of eighteen cham' 
vaulted in the living rock, which was made at a 
remote period. It is sculptured in all parts, the vai 
as well as the ■walls, and represents a variety of idi 
trons subjects and Bacrificcs, many of which are paintei 
in fresco, and are as fresh now, as if they had been 
lately under the painter's brush, a thing not very cre- 
dible, from their exposure to the outward air. Our 
informant assured us that a stranger, who got into this 
labyrinth withont a guide or the thread of Ariadi 
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frould ineTitably be lost, and never find his way out. 
We relate these stories, less to record them as facts, 
than to show, that in the nineteenth century these 
fabulous and superstitious ideas prevail ia these pnrta, 
as much as they ever did in the dark ages. 

The mines of Nertchynsk are seven hundred versts 
to the north-east of Kiakfata, over an abominable road, 
and in going direct from Verkhne-Udinsk, the chain of 
the great Yablonnoi mountains is passed. This vast 
range divides the streams which fall into the Icy Sea 
from those whose course lies eastward to the Pacific 
Ocean. It enters Siberia from Mongolia, whence it 
crosses the whole country, till it terminates at Cape 
Tchukotski, in Behring's Straits. Towards the north 
it bas the name of Stanovoi. At its nearest point to 
Verkhne-Udinsk, though it is not apparently of great 
height, its elevation above the level of the sea must 
be considerable. Here the river Vityme has its source 
which falls into the L^na, and that into the Icy Sea, 
tlie whole course being five thousand versts, though 
the direct distance from the commencement of the 
chain in Siberia to the sea is not more than twenty 
degrees of latitude. Giving the average fall of the 
river at a foot per verst, the Yablonnoi would be five 
thousand feet a1»ove the level of the sea. 

Nertchynsk is a wretched village, situated on the 
confluence of the Nertcha and Chilka, which latter is 
formed at a distance of sixty versts, by the junction of 
the Ynegoda and Onon, and in the opposite direction, 
at its own junction with the Argun, as we have before 
btated, takes the name of the Amur. Tlie district of 
Nertchynsk is inhabited by the old free crown peasants. 
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and the more recent ones, who, when their term of 
hard labour expired, from being exiles, become colo- 
nized peasants. A few other crown peasants, espe- 
cially belonging to the mines, and the Burates of 
Kliorynsk, and the Tonguscs a chctal, as they are 
called, to distinguish them from the Noraades, whose 
Bole property consists and existence depends on their 
reindeer, while these keep a number of horses, sheep, 
and cattle, make up the number of the inhabitants. 
These Tonguses are reckoned at five tliouaand. The 
head of this tribe was originally, in the ttrae of Peter 
the Great, honoured with tlie rank of (/entilhomme of 
Moscow, a higher rank than that of the other pro- 
Tinces, in remuneration of the services he conferred by 
quitting his Mandtehu sovereign, and throwing himself 
into the arms of Ilussia. The ancient of the tribe is 
still chosen from among this man's descendants by the_ 
people, and liis office is for life. 

The soil here is black, and highly productive; brti 
the inclemencies of the climate make agriculture i 
precarious subsistence, although the yield is often forty 
for one of the seed sown. There are, or were, eighteei 
thousand peasants belonging to the mines, whose i 
vices are so laborious, and their time so much takel 
up in working for the government, that they have little 
surplus to dedicate to their own advantage. Ten 
thousand peasants were sent here by the Emperor 
Alexander with the best intentions; but, from a variety 
of circumstances, these have dwindled down, instead 
of increasing as they should have done, their wivea 
and families being tirought with them, to a very small 
number. The government es-tablishuient is a long way 
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from the village of Nertcliynsk, and Iiere the worst 
class of felons only are sent, and are in chains, together 
with others of a less abandoned description, but who 
have deserted several times. Twelve hem's n day in 
summer, and six in mnter, are their hours of labour; 
hut 710 political exile is found among tlieni. The 
labour in the foundries is, however, considered harder 
and more detrimental to health than in the mines, 
from the eva])oration8. Formerly a quicksilver mine 
was worked; but it was found bo iujurious to those 
employed in it, tlie overseers as well as labourere. tliat 
it has been abandoned. All the Siberian mines are 
warm, except these, which are very cold. They are 
worked on the old foundation of some whicli have 
been opened here by an ancient and imknown race of 
inhabitants. The greater part of them are lead mines, 
among which the silver is found; but the expense of 
extracting the silver alone, as we have said before, is 
so great, that it would not be worth while to continue 
it; the lead, however, is so uecesHary an article for the 
foundries of Barnaoul, that, independent of cmjiloying 
the convicts, the want of it could not well be supplied 
from any other source. 

Captain Cochrane was strongly misinformed in the 
account he gives of these mines; in more than one 
respect he has exaggenited the produce of silver, 
which, ho says, Tagutly however, was Jbifticrlj/, i. e., 
formerly twenty years ago, three hundred puds 
annually, and oti/j/ twenty-five thousand puds of lead, 
which, he says, is nothing at all, and he consequently 
called it a ruinous concern. He wonid have beoi 
right enough if the lead were really worth nothing, for 
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half a million of roubles would haidly pay the 
pensea, but tbo fact is, that the lead is the in< 
valuable ore of the two in that particular country, and 
the silver would have been worth a little more than 
half a million of roubles, if It was what he stated -it 
There is also an iron foundry which is product! 
Magnet, arsenic, and antimony, are likewise foui 
In 1812 the Burates discovered a tin mine on thi 
own property, which the Tai/s/ia ceded to the govi 
ment ; but although the ore was remarkably rich, pr<>^ 
ducing sixty per cent, of metal, it was not found in a 
regular vein, but only In detached lumps, so that the 
amount extracted was small, and not worth the 
expense. Added to this, they found that the cost of 
transport to Russia was so great, that it was cheaper 
to buy it in England. 

On the mountain of Odontch^lone, in this neigh- 
bourhood, are found the finest acquamarines of all 
colours : green, blue, and orange-coloured, of which 
the latter are very rare. Topazes also are often 
found. We obtained some good specimens of acqua- 
marines ; but a large morsel, perfectly clear, without 
any flaw, with the pyramidal head perfect, is one of the 
most valuable articles In a collection of this sort. Tliis 
neighbourhood abounds, also. In mineral springs, which 
have never been analyzed or frequented, excepting one 
of them, which Pallas describes «nd which he himself 
eubmitted to a chemical investigation. As the direc- 
tors of the mines have their own lands which produce 
corn for tlie consumption of those employed in tliem, 
the peasants have no market, and consequently tlieir 
labour is limited to what is strictly necessary for 
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themselves and their families only. They have good 
pasturage for 8hce|i ontl cattle, and the chassc is a main 
source of subsisteiiee for them. TIig lynxes here ar« 
of a superior quality; the fur from the stomach being 
particularly soft, having hinck spots on a perfectly 
white ground ; in Russia these black spots are given 
them artiticinlly. 

All the iuhabitantH of this district arc passionately 
fond of racinjr; and betting, wliich one supposed an 
excitement of civilized people, is carried to as nuuous 
an extent among these Nomado trilies. It often 
happens that tho losers go home with nothing left but 
their whip. The horses are of a good lasting sort, of a 
Mongolese breed, and the distances they run generally 
from twenty to thirty vests. They have aUo a sort of 
tournament on horseback, which consists in shooting 
with the bow and arrow, at which they are remark- 
ably dexterous; this amusement is called OUava. They 
are so skilful as to be able to fire one arrow into 
the air, and then sjdit it with another. The Ostiaki 
of Ber(?zof shoot also, Hying, the binis of [laswige. The 
tournament among the Tonguses and ISurates of Nert- 
chynsk is thus arranged ; some hundreds of them on 
horseback surround a large extent of forest, which, on 
a signal being given, they beat en masse, and drive out 
the game in the direction where their comrade's are 
placed. Tiie r/ierreutls are the principal source of 
sport ; as soon as one breaks covert, the horseman 
nearest, or his horse who is broke to the business, 
follows it. The rider drops the bridle, and gives hitn 
his head, and he follows the animal in all his turns, 
while the sportsman shoots at him, and rarely misses. 
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difficult as it must be. Tlie arrows are long, aud have 
a lieavy iron head, wUch is fixed in a ball of liorii 
pierced through Mith holes, that makes a whizziug' 
about the ears of the ckevreuil if it miBses him, which 
frightens aud makes him stop, so that he becomes au 
easy shot for some one else. The Taysha gives tin 
parties frequently iu winter, and whenever a Russii 
officer happens to pass, in compliment to him. 

The Yakut horses are considered the best 
Siberia; they are large and bony, strong, and capal 
of going through a vast deal of work, aud in winti 
when they are employed, they find their own prov< 
der by scraping away the snow with their feet to get 
to the grass. As autumn sets iu, their coats get 
longer, and in winter they are almost as long and 
thick as a bear's. They have a coarse head, but show 
blood in other points, so much so, that many of them 
were sent to the famous stud of the late Count Orlof, 
in Russia, Ten thousand of them are employed every 
year in conveying the provisions of corn, bi-audy, and 
marine stores to Okliotsk, which is a great source of 
subsistence for the people. The manner in which tl 
is managed is primitive enough. Each Yakut has 
charge of eleven hoi-ses, who march in line, fastened 
to each other by a rope of horsehair round the neck of 
the first, on which the conductor sits, and which is 
then passed under the belly of the rest, and fixed to 
each of their tails. This answers very well as long 
as the road is good, but if one horse of the string gets 
bogged, the rest must necessarily stop, and get bogged 
too. On each of the ten, two leathern sacks of goods 
are placed; weighing conjointly six puds, wliich ai 
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fixed ou a surt of saddle without stufiing, ulikdi i-ests 
oil two sticks placed crosswaya, and fastened by a 
niDuing knot, so tliat they keep each otlier in equiUMo. 
When tiiey come to a stop in a qiiagniire, the luifortu- 
nate conductor has first to unload all the horses, and 
place the baggage on solid ground ; then he has to get 
the horses out of the bog, and put iliem on solid ground, 
and reload tliem. 80 that, without auy assistance, he 
has to carry about five and twenty cwt, of baggage twico 
every time this accident occurs, which is very frequently. 
During the operation he swears frightfully, but as soon 
asheisallriglit, lie lights his pipe and jumps on his horse 
as happy as a prince, although the same operation will 
probably have to be performed again after a few hundred 
yards. This has to be done from morning till night, and 
perhaps from night till morning, for a month, the tirao 
it takes to go in this way from Yakutsk to Okliotsk. 

As the season was not yet arrived for crossing the 
Baikal on the ice, there was nothing for it but return- 
ing by the same disagreeable road, making a circuit 
not only irksome, but much longer in point of time 
than the direct one across it. The passage in sledgea 
on the ice is agreeable and rapid; the point where it is 
crossed is not quite sixty versts, which is sometimes 
performed in two hours and a half, and the view of 
the sun-ounding mountains is imposing and majestic. 
There are, occatiionally, small fissures in the ice, and 
particularly in the si)ring, wlien the setison approaches 
for its dissolution, which must be foimidable to an 
unhabituated traveller, but as the horses and their 
drivers are thoroughly practised in getting over them, 
there is no real danger. M'hen the crack is ^niall. the 
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hoi-ses jump over them without stopping; when they 
are large, planks are laid across so aa to form a bridge, 
which is made iiikI unmade in an instant, the planks 
being carried for the purpose, and dragged behind the 
sledge. If the fissures are too large even for this, a 
bridge is made of large blocks of ice, which they cut 
off on the side of the opening, and the driver, with a 
sort of ienping-pole. jumps over the eliasm. He then 
fastens on other similar blocks from the opposite side. 
The bridge is clearly uoue of the most secure, but the 
horses are unharnessed, and passed over first, and then 
the carriage is pulled over an rapidly as possible by 
ropes. Sometimes it occnrs that a horse, going at full 
speed, Is all of a sudden en/once in the ice, which, 
instead of cracking, has become soft and porous: the 
driver, in that case, jumps on his back with great 
quickness', crawls over him, disengages him in an 
instant from the sledge, and, as he is blown, pulls him 
out by main force before he has time to struggle ami 
sink deeper in the icy hog. In order to blow him 
more effectually, he throws a slip knot round his neck, 
and draws it as tight as possible, so as to deprive him 
of the little breath ho had remaining. Having lugged 
him out, he harnesses again as quick as lightning: and 
the whole operation does not take more time than It 
does to relate the manner of extricating him. 

The caravans with goods from Irkutsk to Kiakhta 
have a far more tedious route round the lake, than 
any of the other travellers, and this, indeed, for a long 
period before the ice is passable. From the beginning 
of November, that is, for two months, they are obliged 
to make this detour, and the expense is much more 
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considerable, although by no mcnuB jiroportionato to 
the labour of the conductors. Tho snow in the moun- 
tains begins to fall in August, and by November it le 
generally six feet deep. The mode of clearing it away, 
it not being yet frozen sufficiently to make a solid sur- 
face to pass over, is tTOubleeonie enougli. They first 
dig out a passage of a ccrtaiu number of versts, and 
turn their horses into it, and then make them gallop up 
and down, backwards and forwards, to consolidate and 
harden the snow, and then fasten large branches of fir 
to an empty sledge, of which tliey make a sort of har- 
row, and with this they clear away the snow from the 
sides. Having performed this preliminary operation, 
they harness a long string of horses to tho machine, 
■who, from constantly passing and re-passing, by degree* 
make a good road, wide enough for their sledges to g6 
easily through. These, loaded with merchandise, fol- 
low in a line, one after the other, to the end of the 
road, which has thus been rendered passable. They 
then begin afresh with another sueh passage, aud so on 
till the whole is got over. 

Each tifiiticaii at tlus season carries at most flfteeU 
puds. The first of them does not accomplish more 
than ten versts a-day: those who follow, when the road 
is consolidated, as much as in ordinary travelling, about 
forty versts. It Es strange that tlieso sledge-drivers 
should not agree to club together to pay labom'ei-s to 
do this needftil work for them, while, under the present 
system, all the onus lies on tlie first, and all the others 
profit by their exertions. Such are the different modes 
of transit for merchandise and passengers, tho post, the 
produce of the mines, the criminals to work thera, and 
all the articles of import and export trade between 
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Russia and China, valuable and bulky as they are. 
Added to this, a great dc?al of the corn for the sujiport 
of the distant provinces, and the fui'S for the Russian 
and Cliinese markets, must pass this way; so that it 
may be said almost that the princijial riches of this 
Tast empire either cross, or make a circuit round, this 
inland sea; and yet nothing- is done by government to 
facilitate the conveyance, and consequently increase 
the trade. It is impossible to say to what an extent 
it might be augmented by better arrangements being 
entered into iu the mode of tradiug with the Celestials, 
and by making a really good road round the Baikal, 
and one kept iu order by the goveninient during t] 
snowy season, before the lake is frozen over, togetb* 
with the establishment of steamers, at least to tow over' 
vessels, and thereby shorten the time lost in the transit 
considerably — if a more convenient spot for the Rus- 
sians than Kiaklita, and one equally so to the Chinese, 
such as Semipolatinsk or Buchtarminsk, could not bo 
fixed on. In the present state of the Chinese empi 
even this is not so difficult to accomplish; for we 
not imagine that the reported defeats of Russian"' 
armies in the Caucasus would arrive in the same form 
of exaggeration to the ears of the Chinese monareh, or 
(bat they would have the same effect as our imbecile 
mode of treating him, under the auspices of Elliot antj 
Co., are said to have had on the Burmese ruler. Tht^ 
elements of commerce on a large scale are not wai 
ing, although there is a limit to it, especially as we 
send goods to Canton by sea at a cheaper rate of 
riftge tlian the Russians can by land to Peking. Whi 
this is the case, time will bring about the opportunil 
c>f taking advantage of it. 
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Five tarantasses were packed, and ready for an exite<Ii- 
tion of five thousand vcrsts to Peterebiirg, in General 
Riipert'8 court-yard, in one of which we were to make 
the homeward journey, on our arrival at Irkutsk. And 
now we began to experience the pleasure of travelling 
with a great man: no delays for horses; our own cook 
going before with the batterie de cuisine, in order to 
have everything in readiness on our arrival at the 
village where we were to stop to eat, and generally a 
snmptuous entertainment provided in the principal 
house in every town through which we passed. Good 
as the mode of travelling in a tarantass is in winter, 
from the traveller being always in a horizontnl position, 
and having as mucii artificial warmth as possible, and 
the blood being always in free eirculation from the 
posture in which he is placed, it is no trifle to travel 
dfiv and nigtit almost without intermission fnr five 
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weeks, at a great i-ate, often over roadg which remind 
you more of goiug down into the trough of a sea. in an 
open boat in a storm, than of being in a carriage on 
ierra firma, and that teira firma being as hard as 30"* 
of cold and a great deal of traffic on the snow can 
make them. 

Being some twenty years younger than the Gover- 
nor-geneitil, we felt much less inconvenience from it 
than he did: he fairly confessed, on arriving at Mos- 
cow, that nothing should tempt him to make a similar 
journey again. The road was the same as far as 
Tomsk, where a short halt took place, and the General 
received the homage of all persons having any interest 
in gold-washing speculations in his government. After 
leaving Tomsk, our road M'as difTerent to that by which 
we had come there from Barnaoul, as we went tha 
direct route by Kainsk to Omsk. Shortly after leav- 
ing the town, you enter the so-called Barabinski 
Steppes, though, from the cultivated and inhabited ' 
appearance of it, it does not deserve that name. It 
was so sixty years ago, and a more bleak, inhospitable 
spot was hardly to he fonnd in West Siberia; but the 
then Governor-general persuaded the Empress Cathe- 
rine to allow him all the recruits of one conscription 
(not so numerous a body as in the present day) to 
colonize this waste. The result has been eminently 
successful; it is now a cultivated, productive district, 
with such a distribution of rivers and forests aa to 
make it picturesque. There are still remaining many 
of the Autochthon Tatars, called Svgays, who breed a 
most useful race of. horses, like those of the Yakuti^ 
and tlie travelling is very expeditious. 
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On arriving at Kninsk, a considerable town five 
hundred versta from Tomsk, we found the only impedi- 
ment that can interfere witli n Governor-general, 
except royalty, wliioli obliged us to pass the night 
there. This was the caravan convej-ing the gohi from 
13arnaoul to Petersbnrg, which employed sixty horses, 
and it was deemed expedient to give tliem twelve 
hours' start of ue, that we might not fall in their way 
again before reaching Omsk, where we were to stay a 
day or two. Kainsk seems a flourishing town with 
several good buildings, and a considemhle trade going 
on. Great (|uantities of 8wans'*<lown are sold here and 
very cheap, as swans abound in the lakes in the vici- 
nity. We were well lodged, and started next morning 
fur Omsk, passing through a countiT, whicii iu summer 
must be exceedingly pretty and even picturesque. 

We reached Omsk, on the morning of the Y!^—^' 
and wo were hospitably lodged by our friend Baron 
Howen, the chef oi the Etat Majot-; the General took 
up his quarters at Prince GortschakoFs, the rest of the 
party in the dift'erent quarters assigned for them. We 
remained hero till the morning of the 28th of Decem- 
ber, old style, Christmas being commemorated in the 
nsual mode of all countries with dinners and balls, and 
hero with the addition of a parade. We went to 
chnrch with the numerous protestant congregation, 
who have, however, as yet no resident clergyman, the 
German who officiated belonging to the neighbourhood 
of Bamaoul. We dined every day with the Prince, 
who exceeded, if possible, his former kindness and hos- 
pitality to US. and expressed his regret only that he 
feared our next meeting would, probably, bo in the 



"Talleyof Jeliofeliapliat." And this coiieiileration is tlie 
only drawback to the pleasure one receives in making 
agreeable acquaintances in foreign countries, that it 
can but rarely happen that one ever meets with them 
again, especially those M'ho live in so distant a part of 
the world, although the facilities of communication and 
increased intercourse with the most remote regions are 
fast annihilating space, and reducing travelling to a 
question of time. It is, however, always pleasant to 
think that some accident may throw one in the way of 
tbose we should like to see again, and the most singu- 
lar combinations often bring it about when we least 
expect it. We hope it may do so, especially, in the 
ease of Baron Howen, an excellent and honest Cour- 
lander, a nation always celebrated for jiossessing those 
qualities. 

About a hundred versts before reaching Omsk, 
we passed through the town of Tumin, a flourishing 
place with a large carpet and paper manufactory, and 
a considerable trade in tallow and timber; it has, ako, 
some large tanneries, and being in the direct road to 
Irbit from the east, the transit of goods gives plenty 
of employment to the carriers. At this place the road 
branches oft" to Tobolsk, the former seat of government, 
a town now about the size of Irkutsk, but not likely to 
rise as that is rapidly doing. It is no longer a place of 
passage between Russia and East Siberia, and has 
nothing to support it, but the fair of Irbit which takes 
place in February and Slarcli, and which is almost as 
frequented as that of Nijni. Tobolsk is situated on 
the Tobote and Irtyseh at the point where tbey fall 
into the Ycnisse'i or CMi', and is the residence of ttiQ j 
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Archbishop of all Siberia. Numbers of the puliticnl 
exiles live here and in the neighbourhood. The first 
schools in Siberia were established here in Peter the 
Great's time by the Swedish prisoners who were libe- 
rated at the peace of Nystadt. In point of society it is 
(juite on a par with any town in Siberia, and from 
having been so long the capital has more artisans and 
tradespeople established in it, than cither Omsk or 
Tomsk. It had a very large caravanserai which was 
burned down a few years ago, with a great many of the 
best shops. Many Tatars are settled there who convey 
goods to and from Bokhara. 

The town is situated, like Nijni Novogorod, on an 
eminence, from which the view is very fine, but the 
cold is excessive, more so than in any civilized town, 
perhaps, in the world. The thermometer falls some- 
times to 40°. Notwithstanding this the district aliout 
it is, iHjrbaps, the most cultivated and produclive in 
Siberia. Fish is a great article of subsistence to the 
inhabitants, and the conveyance of salt from the great 
magazines, of which we have already taken notice, is a 
great source of profit to them. There is a paper 
manufactory here also ; and the best leather, that 
whicli we know by the name of Russian leather, is 
tanned at Tobolsk, The heat in summer is as exces- 
sive, as the cold iu winter, or vegetation could not. of 
course, be BO rapid as it is, cucumbers and melons 
growing in the open air. The Ob' is not frozen till 
November, and the ground thaws completely in sum- 
mer. Ber^zof is the most south-westerly point, where 
it never thaws, but more eastward the limit of perpe- 
tual ground ice is more to the southward. It is, how- 
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ever, clear that the fact of the under stratum being 
iihvays frozen does not interfere with the growth of 
trees, as the largest forests are found on ground that 
never thaws above a foot deep. At Nertchynsk tlie 
frozen stratum is not more than six feet thick, and is 
becoming every year less. In 1821. a dead body was 
found at Berizof, accidentally disinterred, which had 
been buried ninety-two years, and showed no signs of 
decomposition, or of having undergone any change 
since it was put into the ground. 

We got into the government of Tobolsk the second 
day after leaving Omsk, from whence we had begun at 
once to turn our backs upon the Steppes. The weather 
was clear, and the stni shone brightly, and tlie ditfer- 
ence in the appearance of the country and scenery was 
surprising. Undulating valleys and mountains, wind- 
ing rivers and fine forests, were everywhere visible, all 
the way to Ekaterinburg. As might be expected, 
Tobolsk is, in consequence, the most populous govern- 
ment in Siberia, containing about one-half of the whole 
number of tlie inhabitants in the western division. We 
were now approaching the confines of Russia proper, 
and were struck with the idea of never having seen a 
beggar in Siberia, or an Aurora Borealis. The latter 
are more general in summer than in winter, but we 
never saw one in Russia, though so common in Sweden 
and other northern countries. Siberia we believe to 
be the only country wiicro the former are not nume- 
rous enough both in winter and summer. 

Before reaching Ekaterinburg the nominal frontier 
of Siberia is passed, although the Ural Mountains are 
clearly the natural boundary. After three and a-half 
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ilays' travelling we reached tliia handsome town, about 
one o'clock in the morning of the Ruseiaii new-year, 
aufi M-ere fluperbly lodged, at the house of a rich mer- 
chant, one Riaziinof. I!is house is a palace, and fur- 
nished with all the luxury and good taste which 
Moscow artificers could devise; he told us the furni- 
ture cost him sixty thousand roubles. Like all of his 
class he did not inhabit it, that is, not the first and 
second stories ; his apartments, which were also very 
good and comfortable, arc on the ground floor, where 
there was a billiard table and many luxuries. We 
began the acquaintance, even at that late hour, with 
copious libations of excellent champagne, in honour of 
the new-year, which lasted till very near sunrise, ami 
we were glad enough to have the prospect of a good 
bed for once ; but, alas ! it was a delusion, for though 
there was a superb new green leather mattress, before 
we put our candle out, we saw symptoms of living 
creatures, who "murder sleep," making their escape 
from the wooden bedstcsad, who had not for years, pro- 
bably, felt the genial warmth of a human body, to 
tempt them from their lurking places. AVo were too 
sleepy, however, to regard this disgusting addition to 
our society as an impediment to a night's repose, but 
in the morning the sight which presented itself was 
indescribable. The sheets were literally alive with 
thousands of the nasty vermin, of whom many Iiad 
fallen victims to our involuntary rebuffs during the 
night, and we had an indistinct recollection of feeling 
them in our sleep crawl over our face, traces of whicli 
were very clearly observable by their blood which 
stained the linen in every direction. This was purely 
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owing to the carelessness of the servants, whose busl- 
iicss it was to put tlie bedstead out in tlie open air for 
a few days, during the severe frost, which would Iiave 
eradicated the whole family, and none of our fellow- 
travellero suffered by tlie same annoyance. Next night 
we laid our mattress, as usual, on the floor, and we 
were quite free from them. This was the only time 
we ever saw these disgusting animals in our whole 
journey. Here, also, we were robbed of tlie gold head 
off our walltiug stick, which might he worth five 
pounds; it was, of course, massive and solidly fixed, 
and must have required some trouble to get off; the 
" inutile lignum" was replaced in the carriage, and we 
did not immediately discover the loss. Singularly 
enough, the General had said to us the day before, "Now 
we have entered Russia, we must place a sentinel to 
guard the baggage," and it was the only theft com- 
mitted upon us during a year's residence in the 
country, so we had not much to complain of, and after 
all it was the servant's fault. Our host is one of the 
richest merchants in Kussia, and we recognised him as a 
Roskdnik by his beard. Next morning we bad a visit 
from the Governor, General Glinka, a very gentlemanly 
man, whom we often met at Petersburg afterwards ; 
strange to say, he does uot speak French, but a little 
German. The palace he occupies is very handsome. 

Ekaterinburg is situated on the river Iset, and 
would be considered a very handsome city in any part 
of the world. It ia not nearly so large as Casan, nor 
has it any remains of antiquity like that city; but the 
number of handsome new public edifices, the width of 
the streets, and movement in the place, which contaii 
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a great number of inniiufactories, iu additiuii to the 
fouiidries and miuiug establishments m the neighbour- 
hood, give it an air of comfort ami well-being seldom 
seen in Russian towns. The rapid increase in its 
population, and handsome new buildings springing up 
every day, give promise of its becoming, in a few 
years, one of the most important cities in thu empire. 
The demand for labour has produced its effects, both 
in and out of Ekaterinburg, the country about it being 
highly cultivated, and abounding in all the necessaries, 
and many of the luxuries, of life. The number of the 
inhabitants cannot be less than five and twenty thou- 
sand, although it is difficult to distinguish accurately 
between the permanent and temporary residents, the 
latter of whom are very numerous, from the constant 
communication with the difTercnt mining establishmentB 
and other manufactories in the neighbourhood. 

The foundations of Ekaterinburg were laid by 
Peter the Great in 1723, and the Empress Catherine 
liis wife, from whom it received its name, completed it. 
It was, therefore, hardly in existence a century ago, 
and was, at best, composed of a few wooden houses, a 
station for the caravans between Ilussia and Siberia, 
and the residence of the superintendent of the mines 
of the Ural, as well as a depjt for criminals who were 
employed on its fortifications and works in the neigh- 
bourhood. It rose rapidly into importance, as the 
crown and private individuals opened new sources of 
wealth into it. It is built on the slope of the Ural, 
and is eight hundred and sixty feet above the level of 
tlie sea. Almost all the persons formerly employed in 
the direction of the various mines in the vicinitv were 
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Germans and English; the number of these is now 
much diminished, and the management of a great 
jtart of these immense concerns is in the liands of 
Russians. Ekaterinburg is to Russia, for it is uomi- 
nally a part of Russia proper, though to the east of 
tlie Ural, what Bamaoui is to Siberia, the depot for all 
the gold and silver extracted from the bosom of that 
momitain and the adjacent country. The quantity 
of the former, which is collected either hy washing or 
from the mines, increases considerably every year, 
while that of the latter diminishes, from the reason 
we have given before, that the expense of producing 
the one and the other is pretty nearly equal, indeed 
sometimes greater against the silver, and consequently 
it is neglected in favour of the gold. 

The oldest of the gold mines is about fifteen versts 
from the town, where there is a smelting house like 
that at Barnaoul ; but it is not very productive. The 
sands, however, which are constantly being discovered, 
abounding in the precious metal, are far more produc- 
tive, and the relative proportions, as compared to the 
sand washed, are often much greater than in the Altai. 
As much as eight zolotniks to the hundred pud are 
commonly realized. The advantage of improved ma- 
chinery, and especially the steam-engine, give Kkate- 
rinburg also a wider field for the profitable investment 
of capital, as well as its proximity to Moscow and 
Petersburg. The calculation of Baron Humboldt 
thirteen years ago was, that the environs of the Ural 
then produced annually half the quantity of gold which 
the Brazils supplied in its best days; whereas the 
luincii of the latter, at (me |>erind since, Iiaw only 
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given a tenth part of their former produce, and those 
of the Ural are now immensely more productive than 
when he made hia calculation. They probably now 
furnish as niucii gold as the Brazils ever did, and 
far more than that country does at the present day. 
But the platinum, gold, and silver, constitute by no 
means all the riches of this district; the iron and 
copper are, perhaps, more lucrative ore for private 
jiroprietors, than even the precious metals. 

There are two establishments in the neighbourhood 
belonging to individuals, which are really royal. The 
one between thirty and forty versts distance, belonging 
to Mr. Jacoblef, a gentleman of Petersburg, perhaps, 
in absolute ready money, the wealthiest individual in 
the world; and the other, three hundred versts oft', 
which we had not time to visit, belonging to Mr. 
Demidof, who is known personally to many of our 
readers, and to many more, by the fame of his colossal 
fortune, which is, however, far smaller than that of 
Mr. Jacoblef. The establishment of the latter gentle- 
man is a complete town. He employs several thousand 
workmen, who are all well lodged and fed. There are 
for their use a hospital, church, various schools, a 
public dispensary, clergy, medical men, schoolmasters, 
an<l very good shops of every kind, all belonging to 
the proprietor, and kept up at his expense. The 
director of the whole has a salary of fifty thousand 
roubles a year, and the api>earance of comfort and 
good management that pervades it, is the best proof 
that the establishment is flourishing, not less as regards 
the employer, than the employed. Mr. Jacoblef has 
several productive districts for the washing nf gold 
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sands; but his great establishment is an iron foundnr. 
which supplies a groat part of the empire. That 
of Mr. Demidof is for the working of copper and 
malachite; from his mines comes tlie major part of 
that material of which the superb vases are comj)osed, 
one of the finest of which was sent by the Emperor 
as a present to the Queen, This beautiful mineral, 
when polished, is a very expensive article, from its 
hardness and the difficulty of working it. On the 
spot the rough blocks are sold for eight hundred 
roubles the pud, or about a guinea a pound; but there 
is no proportion between the intriusic value of the 
raw material and the manufactured article. Kven at 
Ekaterinburg the cost of the latter is very great. 

It is neither a matter of particular interest, nor is 
it easy to give the individual quantities of iron and 
copper obtained from individual sources; the whole 
amount from the Ural district may be called about ten 
million puds annually, of which a considerable portion 
comes from the mines of the Princess Butera in this 
neighbourhood. It is also difficult to give an average 
price, as It varies materially; we will only mention one 
fact, which we had from the Princess Butera's agent, 
a German gentleman, to whom she gflve us a letter of 
introduction, at the fair of Nijni in 1840. When we 
arrived, we inquired of him how the trade was that 
year; he replied, that the prices of iron were low, and 
that there were few buyers, but that he had been so 
far lucky, tliat he had disposed of the whole of his 
cargo, at low prices, it is true, but it produced eight 
Imndred thousand roubles. He added, that the rival 
f^eller Mr. JacobleJi had at least two niilliou of rouUJ 
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value of iron nt the feir, but that he had sold none of 
it, because he insisted on having five roubles the pud, 
and the market price was only four; his colossal wealth, 
however, gave him a monopoly to a certain extent, 
and he could afford to wait till the following year for 
his money. This may give some idea of the wealth of 
individuals derived from one source only, and that otje 
of the least valuable intrinBically, though, perhaps, in 
the long run, the most profitable. Great part of the 
produce of the copper mines of Mr. Demidof is coined 
in the mint of Ekaterinburg, which has made a sensible 
imi>rovement in the last few years, both as to the 
quality of the metal, and the execution of the money 
stamped. This gentleman had last year a hundred 
puds of platinum also to his own share, after deducting 
the fifteen per cent, which the goveniment receive on 
this metal as well as the gold and silver. 

Besides these establishments, there are several 
others which employ a number of workmen, such as a 
manufactory for lackering iron plates for tables, tea- 
boards, and other purposes. One for polishing mala- 
chite, and converting it into ornamental objects, such 
as vases, presses-papier, and the like, and a large esta- 
blishment for cutting the precious stones, with which 
the Ural abounds. This is brought to a high state of 
perfection, and would do honour to artists of any 
country. Amethysts, topazes, emeralds, and diamonds 
are occasionally found here; jasper, agate, porphyry, 
several sorts of marble, though of an iuferior quality 
to the Italian, zircons, various kinds of quartzes, and 
many other minerals, which, when polished, are exceed- 
ingly ornamental, are staple commodities, which [iru- 
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dtice considerable profits to those employed in working 
tliem. Asbestos gloves arc also made here, which are 
curious, rather than useful ; they are cleaaed hy being 
again passed through the fire. There in also a large 
cannon foundry in the neighbourhood, although the 
Russian iron, in general, is not considered so good for 
that purpose as the Swedish. The Imperial govem- 
ment have constantly an officer of artillery in Sweden, 
superintending the boring of cannon, of which they 
import a great many pieces every year from that country. 
But all these establishments furnish employment 
for many other persons besides those actually at work 
in them, as the materials must be turned to purposes 
of utility and taste, after they come from the different 
laboratories. Artists of all sorts are engaged in paint- 
ing and carving, and a taste for the fine arts is thus 
insensibly introduced into the country, and the surplus 
income is expended in ornamenting the houses with 
objects of luxury and refinement. We have seen 
many most costly articles in the private residencee of 
Ekaterinburg, which would have been worthy of any 
nobleman's palace in the world, all the produce of the 
city and its inhabitants. However political economists 
may undervalue the consequences of such tastes be- 
coming general, we are inclined to give them consider- 
able influence in civilising mankind, and elevating the 
character. By themselves they certainly will not 
prove a high state of civilization; but are evidence, 
at least, that an advancement is making where they 
are generally visible. If confined solely to one class, 
they may be, doubtless, co-existent with the lowest 
degree of moral and mental cultivation in the masses; 
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but in a town like Ekaterinburg, where the grades of 
society are not so distinctly nmrked a3 in tbe capitals, 
they ajipear to us as a good sign. They are a sign of 
prosperity, and a proof that those who possess them 
liave more than is necessary to supply their physical 
wants, and that their ideas are sufBciently humanized 
to prompt them to expend the surplus in something 
beyond the gratification of the more ignoble appetites. 

Tliere ia a handsome bridge, of five arches, over 
the river in the centre of the to\vn, near which the 
jirinoipal buildings are well grouped together, aud a 
spacious and well laid out public garden near it. There 
are five churciies, and a Oreek monastery, and a hand- 
some Mineralogical Museum, containing a number of 
good specimens. In the neighbourhood are some 
mineral springs, which numbers of persons fr&juent in 
the month of May for bathing and drinking the waters. 
We did not unfortunately stay here long enough to 
judge of the society generally; but it is said to be very 
good. We were all anxious to get on to Moscow, or a 
fortnight might be very agreeably spent in visiting the 
dift'erent works going on in the vicinity, some of them 
nt a distance of three hundred versts. 

After two days' repose, we started once more for 
Casan, and fifty versts from the town began the ascent 
of the Urat. As this is extended, however, over a 
space of eighty versts, the height is not so apparent, 
from the ascent being gradual. The cold was great, 
and the roads atrocious — indeed, during the first night, 
we heard we had been more than ouce in a periloui^ 
situation. The scenery is good, the roads are skirted 
on both Bides by largo forests which come close up to 
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the towu, and cultivation is general wherever they are 
cleared away. The traffic was now considerable, from 
the caravans going to the fair of Irbit, and the roads 
which, in summer, are excellent, were now in a state, 
the equal of which is not, we firmly believe, to be 
found in the universe. From the frequency of the 
communications before the snow was hardened down, 
so as to offer resistance to the sledges, the whole roati 
was cut up into deep furrows, the passage over which 
in a carriage without springs, at the rate of twelve 
miles an hour, may be more easily imagined than 
described. When the troughs were sufficiently wide 
for the tarantass to descend to the bottom, and then 
rise the ojiposite hill, it was not so bad, but when they 
were narrow, and the horses jumped over them, it was 
enough to dislocate every joint in one's body; yet were 
we never upset, though the underwork received fre- 
quent fractures from the hardness of the ground. After 
the mountains were fairly passed, the road became 
excellent, but the forests seemed to cover the whole 
face of the country. 

The government of Perm is proverbial for the 
goodness of its roads, there being a macadamized 
chavsse'e almost throughout, but against the natural 
impediments caused by the snow there is no providing. 
The second night we slept at tlie town of Kongour in 
excellent quarters. This is an old Tatar habitation, 
of which some remains are in existence. The follow- 
ing day we got to the town of Perm, and stopped at 
the governor's, Mr. AgarroFs, a gentlemanlike and hoi 
liitablc ]>erson. who had formerly been in the sanl 
capacity at Archangel, The government of Perm 1 
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one of the most populous, well cultivated, and im- 
proving in this part of the empire. Perm itself is 
situated on the Kama, is well and regularljr built, 
though all the houses are of wood, a very comfortable 
thing for the inmates in so cold a place. It has a 
considerable trade of its own, and a great number of 
mines of iron and copper in the neighbourhood. 

Our host, Mr. Agarrof, found the climate, though 
bad euough. better than that of Archangel. He told 
us that he had been so completely crippled there by 
rheumatism, that he had lost the use of his limbs en- 
tirely, and that his legs and arms were covered at all 
the joints with lumps of exfoliating hone, for which 
the faculty had failed in finding any remedy, and gave 
him up as incurable. In this situation he put himself 
into the hands of an old woman, who cured him by 
mesmerism; she used to visit him every morning for 
an hour, and gently rub the parts, which in a short 
time resumed their natural appearance, and he was 
completely cured, as we saw, and in the enjoyment of 
a green old age. He told us his own vcdel de chamlrre, 
whom he brought from Archangel, possessed the power 
of mesmerising in a lower degree than the old woman, 
but that he is of great use to him when he feels any 
return of his old complaint. We heard this fact from 
liim, in consequence of our attention being drawn to a 
portrait of an old woman onhis table; and upon asking 
him whom it represented, he said, "That is my 
saviour," and related the anecdote we have repeated. 

We had no sooner turned our backs on this go- 
vernment, than the roads again became execrable; the 
snow was falling, the cold excessive from a higli wind 
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getting up. and we were overturued four times in ' 
twenty-four hours without injury, the roads being; so 
bad, that we could not go fast enough to receive any 
serious damage from an upset,. We ought to have 
reached Casan on the evenin;.^ of the I'lth, but were 
obliged to stop twenty-five versts short of it in the 
little village of Sabakina, owing to there being- certain 
indications of an approaching burdn*. We slept in a 
jieasant's cottage, a numerous Roskohdk family, who 
seemed exceedingly comfortable, and one in which the 
greatest decency prevailed, compatible with the num- 
bers who slept under the same roof. The principal 
room was large and divided oft' in partitions, better, at 
all events, than the state of an Irish barrack, where 
men, women, and children are huddled together pro- 
miscuously in the same bed. For our own part, 
we slept very soundly on a table till daylight, when 
we were eager enough to ascertain the state of the 
weather, which was far from promising. On going 
over to the General's quarters, however, we found that 
the report had been made to him favourable as to our 
being able to reach C'asan, though we hinted the pro- 
bability of the wind in the village being a burdn in the 
plain, and the event justified our suggestion, Wlien 
we got within seven versts of the city, and could see 
its towers, the wind, which had been on the increase 
the whole way, became what we had anticipated — a 
/wmH, though fortunately the snow had ceased. When 



* A biirai! ie, in the langiiajjc I'F the country, a whirlwind 
which mixes thp falling snow with that whirh it rfiiaca fnim the 
ftirtli, HO as to prcvrnt n driver from eecinf; his road, and is ofteq 
thu caitBC of fatal accidents, t1iogt< who aro exposed to it bciii}{ Bonie- 

tirai'S eiiriwcd up, anil froitcn tii di-iitli. 






UNFORTUNATE ACCIHENT. 



351 



it was at the worst, we found ourselves on the edge of 
a precipice, which, from having been cleared of enow 
by the wind, was so slippery, that the horses could 
hardly keep their footing. Two tarantasses had passed 
before lis; we were the third; it seems that our 
yemtschik was not very expert, and that one of those 
who had passed before made signs to him to alter his 
course, or we should be upset, but he did not, or could 
not heed them, and over we rolled with an awful 
smash, fortunately on the side away from the preci- 
pice. Our vehicle was considerably damaged, and we 
crawled out of it, thinking we would walk down the 
worst part of the mountain, which was now on tiio 
descent. AVe had not gone six paces before we were 
carried off our legs by the force of the wind, and rolled 
over and over down the hill, unable to stop ourselves, 
and having the prospect of a broken neck before us. 
The cold in the mean time was piercing. By some 
good fortune we got our heel against a stone, and at 
last came to a stop, having lost our hat, which was 
carried miles in an instant, and our knees were cut to 
pieces, as well as their covering of course. We were 
totally unable to get up, and in vain did we bawl for 
assistance: the wind being against us, our companions 
could not hear us, neither could they immediately 
come to us. At last they carried iis hack into the 
taraiitassy and we reached the famous old Tatar city of 
Casan without further accident, the weather getting 
worse and worse. It turned out that the place where 
we were upset was a short cut, which the i/emischik-s 
asked leave to take, it being a saving of a few versts, 
and is known by the name of the "Devil's passage." 
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We drove to the hotel, an enonMOOS eatebltshtnent, 
where ve took op oar qoarteis, the GntI tone we liad 
not been lodged in a private bouse since we left Mos- 
cow, and were not sorrr to be once more cA^z mi. 
Tbb ancient Tatar citj b sitoated on tbe river Kasanka. 
iUid about Sre rersts from it on tbe western side flows 
tbe Volga, a magnificent, broad, and rapid river. 
Little autbentie acconnt remains of it^ ori^n, as it had 
been repeatedly sacked before it fell into the bands of 
tlie Russians, and if its archives were not destroT€?d on 
these occasions, they were carried away by tbe inha- 
bitants who fled before their conquerors towanls 
Tarkestan, from whence they bad probably originally 
emigrated. Long before its fioal conquest it had been 
a vassal of the Rossian Dukes, and was iababited by 
considerable numbers of that nation, who weoe some- 
times treated as protectors, allies, and enemies, as the 
Casanners found support from the neighbouring 
nations. In 1552 it became tributary to tbe Czar 
Ivan Vasili^'ich II., and though for a few years after- 
ivards occasional revolts took place, it has ever since 
remained an integral part of the Russian Empire. The 
Tatar mosques were then consecrated; the people by 
force, or probably because every nation in general 
adopts the religion of its conquerors, became Christians, 
and Casan was formed into an archbishopric, and be- 
came the residence of tbe sec of the diocese. 

A great fire, which took ])lacc in 1815, destroyed 
nearly the whole town except the Kremlin and a few 
churches, most of the liouses being built of wood, so 
that with these exceptions no vestiges of the ancient 
city remain. As we have said in the beginning of 
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tliese paged, it bears a striking resemblance to Moscow, 
and its modern beanty is owing to tlie same cause — its 
previous destruction by fire. It is of considerable 
extent, but from the streets being wider tbaii those of 
Moscow, its population is much smaller, about sixty- 
live thousand, of whom a fiftli part are Tatars, who 
inhabit a quarter of their own, which is, however, not 
inferior in appearance to otiier parts of it. Its Kremlin 
is of the same form as that of Moscow, but smaller, 
and is placed on an eminence overlookiug the Volga, 
andcommandiiig the approaches from the western side. 
Great part of the houses now are of brick, and the 
style of their architecture and that of the public. build- 
ings is very good. The univei'sity and observatory are 
two very handsome edifices, and there are a number of 
fine churches with domee of all shapes and colours like 
those of Moscow. It boasts an ecclesiastical academy, 
a variety of schools both for the natives and the Tatars, 
a fine Ubrary, a botanical garden, and in short all the 
useful cstabhshments which characterize a great city. 
The professors of the university are among the most 
distinguished persons in Russia. 

Outside the town, on tlie Moscow side, is a vast 
pyramidal monument erected by the Emperor Alex- 
ander to the ntanes of the Russians who fell in ulti- 
mately dispossessing the Tatars of their Khanate and 
capital. It is of colossal dimensions, and has a fine 
effect, standing alone on the banks of the river. There 
is a very good club, and the hotel we lodged at is one 
of the largest, if not the very largest, establishment of 
the sort we have ever been in. The public rooms are 
on a scale of grandeur you do not expect to find, many 
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' of them fitted tip in the orjpntal style wit\\ Ai-mw, 
painted in the fasliion of Ilie Tatar times. There 
I two billiard rooms, baths, and an excellent restm 
' belonging; to it, and it appeared very numerously fifr 
qiicntc<l. There is, however, no sort of unison betwecS 
the public part of the establishment ttml the priwto 
loorae, which are as uncomfortable and devoid of ft* 
niture, as the worst pot-house in a small town cooW 
be: B miserable dirty leathern sofa, and a solitaiT 
chair and table Ijeing all that they have to offer. Beds 
are things which all Russian travellers who value sndi 
luxuries carry with them; and even in Moscow iumI 
Petersburg, the answer you get from an hotel-kee|»er, 
when you ask why his bouse is not better fumishe<l, t*. 
that it would be superfluous, as people bring their own 
necessaries with them. It is clearly the fault of the 
public, for the supi)ly everywhere comes up to the 
demand, and to give more would be a dead loss to 
proprietor. In this hotel at Casan, and there 
several of the same calilnv, many hundreds of pej 
come to eat every day, and they can lodge an astoi 
ing number of persons. Of these a great proporti 
are Tatars and merchants no doubt, yet people of 
another class, who arc abundantly able to pay for any 
comforts they might find, frequent it also, but thev 
have no idea of what we consider comfort, and have 
fewer wants than people of the same class in any otl 
country. 

There are a number of literary men connected 
the university, and the society is said to be excelli 
Hospitality, or rather we should say perhaps the love 
entertaining, is carried to a great ])itch, so much so 
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moBt of the resident noblesse are more or less involved, 
owing to their living beyond their means. 

The trade with Bokhara and the whole of Turkestan 
is very considerable, e8|)eoiallj in leather in the mw, 
as well as when worked into articles of use and orna- 
ment. Tlie boots of Casan, made of jiieces of dilVerent 
coloured leather inlaid, are famous ail through tho 
empire, as well as their soap, which is made of fish 
bones. Embroidery in gold and silver for bonnets, slip- 
pers, &c. is another article which employs a great many 
workmen. Manufactories of cloth and steel are also 
numerous. Tallow and potash are two of the staple 
commodities in which there is a great deal of com- 
merce, and the province generally is rich in corn, and 
highly cultivated, Tlie mean temperature is the same 
as that of Moscow. Bad as the weather was, we could 
not resist driving about the city, as our stay depended 
entirely on its continuance, and when there was a hope 
of its mending we were to set out for Nijni. We had 
much amusement in watching tlie effects of the wind in 
the streets, every instant people on foot were seen 
rolling about perfectly incapable of getting up again, 
and we wondered how our own drolckha did not share 
the same fate. We were anxious to see a professor of 
the university, a young Armenian, who is said to speak 
sixteen languages, and who had been exceedingly kind 
to some English acquaiutanccs of ours the year before, 
and as he lived a long way from our hotel, we saw 
great jiart of the city in going to his house, but he was 
unluckily engaged at a great dinner at the club, given 
to the Governor, General Strekdlof, who was going in a, 

L'ew days to Petersburg. As our stay was likely to be 
2A2 
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SO stiort, we did not leave our letters of introduction 
for him, and he was in Moscow almost as soou as our- 
Belves. 

C'asau, in appeaiiince and population, is the most 
Oriental city we have seen; the proportion of Tatars 
resident, added to that of the occasional traders who 
come there, being sufficiently great to that of the 
Russians proper, that an un-European type of counte- 
nance and different style of dress marks every other 
man you meet. On the second day of our sojourn 
here, the appearance of the weather became more 
favourable, and we got once more under weigh. Th« 
road was in general pretty good as far as Nijni, for we 
went nearly ttie whole way on the Volga, over whicJt 
there was a beaten track; the distance is four hundred 
versts, and we got there the evening of the Hrd. As 
it was represented to be very bad travelling afterwards, 
and the wind was very high, we stayed there that 
night, of which we were individually very glad, as it 
gave us an opportunity of going to see the governor. 
General Buturlin, who had loaded us with civilities the 
year before, during the time of the fair. His lady, a 
cousin of the Princess Butera, had just returned from 
Petersburg, and we got at last some news of what had 
been going on during our six months of banishment. 
The general we had the pleasure of seeing constantly 
afterwards in the metropolis, during the festivities at 
the marriage of tlie Grand Duke Ctsarevich; and we 
are sure we are speaking the sentiments of many other 
Englisli travellers, when we say that as long as he Is 
governor of Nijni Novogorod, any English gentleman 
who wishes to see the fair to advantage, will receive 
every jioliteness and attention from him. 
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Nijni and its fair Iiave been so well and minutely 
described by Mr. Bremner, that it is umieeessary to go 
over the ground again. The situation of the town is 
so fine, that many peo|tIe regret that the spot was not 
chosen for one of the two capitals; it is increasing, 
however, so rapidly in size that it will in a few years 
become one of the principal towns in the empire. It 
is situated on very high ground; at its foot the Volga 
and Ohka meet, and on the opposite side of them the 
fair is held, the connection with which is kept np by a 
very wide bridge of boats, which is removed in the 
winter time when the rivers are frozen over. Five 
years ago the Emperor went there, since which time 
vast sums of money have been expended in improving 
the town. It has a Kremlin, which was encumbered 
with six hundred M-ooden houses, all of which are 
pulled down; a palace, which is probably not com- 
pleted, was being built for the Emperor; and a cathe- 
dral and new church, which is to hear his name. A 
new quay, and roads to Intersect it in all parts, are 
made, which were very much wanted, as a great detonr 
was obliged to be made to go from one side of the 
mountain to the other, which is now obviated by means 
of a large tunnel. 

Thirty-three roads meet at Nijni, so that it is the 
point of divergence for all tho communication with 
that part of the empire, as well as the high road to 
Asia. It contains thirty-three thousand inhabitants, 
and we counted thirty churches. There is a large 
wooden theatre in the upper town, as well as one 
below, used during the fair, and the gnvenior has a 
good palace in both ]ilacc8. The upper town, however. 



L 



368 THE OAZAAR. 

lias little to do with the fair; nouo of the bujer? or 
sellers live in it, or even enter it, except those wbo 
pass through with their merchandize from the East. 
These are all provided for in a large bazaar, built by 
the goverument about ten years ago, at a cost of eleven 
milliunB of roubles; it covers an immeuse space of 
ground, and is built in a vast quadrangle, which is inler- 
sected by the different streets nil at right aiig-les. Tlie 
greatest order, i-egularity, and cleanliness prevail, the 
shnps are built all i-ound, and are fronted bj arcades; 
they are let out to the merchants for the season of th* 
fair, and the rent goes to pay oft" the capital expended 
in the building. Independent of this large establudl- 
jnent, there is a little temporary town of wooden bousel 
erected, all of whicli disappear when the fair is eiided^ 
and tlio village of Kunavina close by is also filled with 
lodging-houses and the lower class of traders. CluirchflV 
there are, and a Tatar moscpie belonging to the go- 
vernment, as well as the theatre. There is an excel- 
lent restaurant from Moscow, and the various 8U]>erb 
tea-houses in imitation of that capital, arc one of thg 
most curious sights a stranger sees there. 

The tea department, the most important article of 
trade, is apart; the chests are all packed together in an 
encampment near the river, where it is deposited as 
soon as it is taken out of the vessels, which are moored 
alongside, and which are the most extraordinary look- 
ing, unwiehily objects one ever saw. The year we 
were there, the value of the tea was estimated at 
thirty-seven millions, the price at this (sir regulating 
that for the rest of the year throughout the empire. 
The whole amouDt of goods there on sale the yi 
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1840, from tlie official returns nhiuh every mcrclmiit is 
obliged to make of liis stock, General Buturliu told us 
was a liundred and sixty-two millions, of which twenty- 
eight were unsold. Ten years before, when the fair 
wati removed from Makarief, the largest amount hatl 
been seventy millions. It ia diflicult to ascertain the 
number of perwiig who frequent the fair, as some 
come without a passport for the day only, and go awiiy 
again at night: but, judging by the itassjiorts and the 
cousuniption of bread, whieii is a known quantity, the 
general reckoned them at three hundred thousand. It 
begins, however, the 25th of July old style, and lasts 
till September; so that all tiiese persons arc not there 
at one time: and any one who goes to Nijui, ex]tecting 
to be jostled by a crowd of Orientals, or indeed any 
any other crowd, will be much disappointed. There is 
rather the appearance of a tbin population than the 
reverse; all the trade is carried ou inside the houses, 
which are very small (wq lived at a merchant's in the 
bazaar), and altogether there is none of that scene of 
bustle which would be imagined by reading Mr. 
liremner's description. AVo were strongly advised, 
both at Petersburg and Moscow, not to go there, as 
we must be disappointed ; but although it was totally 
the reverse of what we imagined it, we do not at all 
regret having gone to see it. Tlie best moment is 
about the middle of August, before Mhioh time the 
caravans from Bokham do not generally arrive, and 
they are the priuci2)al things to interest a person who 
goes there from mere curiosity, and not to trade. The 
two articles of which the bulk of the commerce con- 
sists are tea and iron ; and there is nothing very inter- 
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eeting ia seeing many tliousiiiul chests of ttic one, and 
millioiiB of bars of the other heaped upon one another, 
waiting for a purchaser. The other things of eveir 
Bort and description are sold in shops, very infeiior to 
those of the largo towns ; and bales of goods, whidi 
are transferred from one warehouse to another, are not 
even exposed to view. 

There is now a diligence from Moscow and a new 
chatissee, so that there are no longer the difficulties 
that Mr. Brcmncr encountered in getting there; and as 
for a lodging, a traveller must not require much furni- 
ture, and tlieu lie will find good accomtnodatioii 
enough, as we can testify, from having slejit iu the 
town on onr way back from Siberia. The best inn is 
very nearly op})osite the bridge in the lower part of 
the town ; there arc, however, several. In the bazaar 
it is prohibited to keep a light in the houses after 
eleven o'clock, and a heavy fine is imposed for 
breaking through this salutary police regulation. The 
law is, however, broken by many, who have wooden 
sliutters, which eflcctually prevent the patrol, who 
goes his rounds at that hour with beat of drnm to see 
that all is darkness, from observing the light luside. 
As fire is bo much to be dreaded, the rule is a very 
wise one. Formerly no candles were allowed, but the 
Emperor has latterly sanctioned their being lighted till 
that hour, in order to give the merchants a little time 
to make up their daily accounts. 

There is another admirable arrangement, which 
conduces greatly to the health and cleanliness of the 
place. The whole bazaar is built on vaults, in which 
are immense scMers, and at the corner of every stjuaro 
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there is a large tower with a door in it, to which each 
house has a key, by whipli you descend into a subter- 
ranean temple of Cloacina, and an old soldier is sta- 
tiuned lielow to keep order and cleanliness. Our 
advice to a traveller is, to go and see the fair; to get 
an introduction to some merchant who may lodge liini, 
and to take his beddiug with him, and then ho will do 
very well, even in any of the inns of the npper town, or 
the village of Kunavina; and not to expect too much, 
which is the general cause of people heiiig so fi-e- 
(juently disappointed. Our short account has no 
poetry in it like that of Mr. Bremner, but practically, 
as a guide, it will be found the more correct of the 
two. We have seen a good many things, and read a 
good many descriptions, and after all find nothing like 
judging for one's self, especially in these days of hyper- 
criticisnt, when sober writers describe St. Peter's as 
"a great architectural failure, and the whole of no 
effect." 

On the moming of the ^ith we set out for Moscow, 
hut the roads, horses, and weather were all so bad, 
that we were obliged to stop at the second station 
fifteen hours. The post-houses here are all excellent, 
and in moat of them there is a collection of cutlery for 
sale, the manufacture of the peasants of Count Schere- 
m^tief, which are famous all over Russia. We bought 
several articles, which have been in constant use ever 
since, and both in appearance and wearing qualities they 
are equal to our own. They are, of course, only made in 
small quantities by the peasants, who, however, sell a 
tolerable supply at Nijni ; the price is not one-third of 
what it would be in England. A ptv^ws of this wealthy 
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nobleman 'a peasants, so far is Captain Jeeae I 
corrcct in what lie sars about tbeni, that it U < 
notorious fact that he has offered many of the lery 
rich ones in Petersburg their liberty, and they have 
declined it. They and their fathers before then 
belonged to him, and they have no wish to lose the 
nomiual servitude, for it is no uiom, and some even 
thereby the real protectiou they enjoy. 

Ab we ftpproachod Wladiniir the ronds improved, 
and from thence to Moscoiv, on the new chausift, 
were very good. We arrived there safe and sound, to 
the great satisfaction of the whole party, on the 
evening of the Hth of January, anil, on our part, with 
feelings of thankfulness for having been enabled to go 
through so long and difficult a journey, on the whole 
so successfully, and for having been preserved iu 
dangers of various kinds by tlie same merciful Provi- 
dence without whose permission even a sparrow does 
not fall to tlie ground. Whatever other travellers may 
have experienced in passing through this gi-eat empire. 
Tie not only have never met with the slightest diffi- 
culty in obtaining passports, and very few attempts a 
extorting money from us by the annoyances creali 
by delays and chicaneiy in procuring them. Nevq 
except at Moscow, did we ever pay one farthing for 
our passport, or padaraiAjia, which, in fact, is the same 
thing. Captain Jesse says, Russian noblemen require 
no passport; we beg to say they do, just as much as 
any one else. And in the account he gives of hia 
travelling expenses, he would lead those who htn 
never travelled there, to suppose that there wai 
heavy tax on the padaios/iuo, whereas, on receiving j 
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you merely pay two kopeks per verst in advance for 
each horse, and therefore two kopeks less when 
actually travelling, on all the distance you propose to 
go. If you choose to toke your chance for getting 
horses you are not obliged to have & padamsltua at nil. 
As we hope it has api^ared in the course of this 
narrative, we have, moreover, invariably met with the 
most marked attention and hospitality both from the 
authorities and private individuals. This waH, doubt- 
less, owing in a great degree, to the kindness of 
Prince Dmitri Golitzin, who obligingly gave us letters 
of introduction for the greater part of our route, and 
which were always most promptly attended to, and 
procured us others for places in which we were unpro- 
vided with them. A volume of travels are, in reality, 
a part of the history of the country where they are 
made; and however inadequate the traveller may be 
to seize the opportunity of relating events with talent 
or judgment, he is inexcusable, in our ojtinion, if he 
Bftcrificcs truth. We can claim no merit but that 
(if having practically followed out the motto which 
Captain Jesse has aflixed to his title page, that of 
extenuating nothing, and setting down nought in 
malice. If our views are different from his, we can 
only say they are unbiassed by any preconceived 
notions, and the result of our personal experience. 
No two persona can see the same things in quite the 
same light; and favourable impresaiona of a country 
and people must naturally be the consequence of a 
favourable reception. 

The having the amouv-propre flattered, is often apt 
to give a colourhig to trifles, which they would not other- 
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wise have had ; but wounded vanity muclt oftener MUses 
objects to be seen through a fal^c, and involuntarily go, 
an unjust medium. It lias so frequently occurred to 
us to find other travellers living in the same places with 
ourselves, judging men and things so differently from 
us, that we have often thought, if everybody wrote 
their travels, the untravelled public would, indeed, be 
in a dilemma in fonning an opinion of any countrj', out 
of the irreooncileable statements of persons, apparenlly 
equally competent to give an accurate description of 
them. It is, therefore, necessary to know with whom 
the writer has lived, what are his means of obtaioing 
information, and if there are any circumstances in his 
reception or personal advantages, which may be sup- 
posed to bias his feelings, or prevent him from seeing 
things as they arc. What is still more absurd is the 
writing a book with a particular object, be it social or 
political, in that case it might as well be done without 
leaving our own pmafes, and would, probably, be just aa 
correct, without being so liable to deceive others. 
What tlie mass of readers think of a book, and the 
reviewers too, should be a matter of little moment to 
an independent writer, as so few, proportionally, of 
either one or the other are competent to form a just 
opinion from tlieir previous knowledge of the subject 
of its contents. The most they can do is to decide 
upon its worth according to the interest they bave 
momentarily felt in its perusal, and according as its 
views agree with their own, and those they wish others, 
right or wrong, to bold on the matter. Magna est 
vmitas et pi-avnlebit^ is an adage which sooner or later 
will maintain its ground : and, however the niaiioeu- 
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vrea of publishers and authors may succeed, for a 
moment, ia leading public opinion, time, the great 
leveller, will stamp every work with the character it 
deserves. 

One remark we cannot but make witli respect to 
books on Russia, the perceptible difference there is in 
the tone of moat of those of modern date, and such as 
were written in the last ceutury. Coxe, Wraxall, and 
writers of that class, whom we presume to be as capable 
of judging, as the more recent visitors, of the etate of 
the country, appear to have adopted a very different 
tone in describing it. We know that Englishmen are 
as well received there now as then, and we are equally 
sure that Russia has not retrograded since that time in 
the scale of ci^ilizatiou. Why, then, are the impres- 
sions formed by the public, naturally, from what they 
read, as naturally so different ? Is it because the 
writers wish to give an unfavourable impression now, 
whereas, formerly, they only wrote as they saw and 
felt when there? We are surprised, after the mass of 
ill-nature that haa been vented by many wliose recep- 
tion should have prompted them to adopt a different 
style, that Englishmen are so well received, and we 
know that there is a dread of hospitality being abused 
and ill-requited, in many people at Petersburg and 
Moscow. However little effect public opiuion may 
have there in a general way, we know that all classes 
from the very highest personages downwards, are far 
from indifferent to the estimate which will be formed 
of th,em by travellers, and, especially, those who commit 
their opinions to print. We cannot forget eitiier, that 
when Prince Puckler Muskau wrote of England, in 
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the style our Russian travellers generally do «f RiMhr 
Low iiidigiinnt wo felt on tlie subject. If we couUl not 
have written with truth, and at the same time fnTour- 
ably of her, we would never have taken up our pen, 
although we have not hesitated to blame where we 
thought it necessary. With this confession of faith we 
flhall only beg those who have waded tliroogli the 
Siberian deserts witii us, to go on with ns through oar 
short residence iu Moscow and Petersburg', and to 
accept our observations on the state of that country, 
not with implicit confidence, that we have no claim to 
expect, but as the result of our conscientious jmlgment 
after an experience, greater, perhaps, than fiilis to 
lot of travellers in general. 

Moscow has been called the city of the disaffect 
a name it by no means deserves, in the literal accepta- 
tion of the term, for a more hearty display of loyalty 
has never been made by any capital, than this ancient 
metropolis presented in 1841, on the occasion of the 
Emperor's visit with the C^sarevich and his young 
bride. But it is the residence of the old noltlesne of 
the empire, as distinguisheil from the titular parvei 
who owe their rank, doubtless, often to real merit, 
soraefciraes merely to court favour. ISIany who hal 
quitted the service, and by this step have lost some- 
thing of the advantages of their position at Petersburg, 
which are measured by the rank that actual 
bestows, prefer to enjoy that independent consideralii 
at Moscow, which their fortune and hereditary honoi 
entitle them to. Some who have fallen into disj 
take refuge there from the slights which society 
apt to offer to those who have forleitcd the privilege 
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bnskiiig in the Biinsliine of Imperial favour, wliich 
demonstration of little minds is confined to the purlieus 
of tlie palace, and ceases when the object of it has 
passed the ban-iere of the Imperial residence. Another 
class of those who contribute to enliven the hospitable 
circlea of Moscow, are persons whose fortunes are 
ample to ^ratify all their inclinations there, while it is 
inadequate- to cope with the colossal wealth and luxu- 
rious style of living, of those who lead the 6eatt monde 
of Petersburg. Not that there are not many indi- 
viduals in Moscow who are as wealthy as their ueigh- 
bours of Petersburg ; but the mere posseswion of great 
riches, if it is not accompanied by a certain official rank, 
leaves them in the one place, mere ciphei-s in society, 
while it enables them in the other to take a prominent 
part in the world. Tliere are some, who, possessing all 
the advantages of hereditary and official rank, with 
enormous fortunes to hoot, prefer the independence of 
Moscow, like the Prince Serge Golitzin, one of ks plus 
grands seigneurs in every sense of the word, in Europe. 
It is also a very convenient place for recruiting shat- 
tered fortunes, to enable those who have temporarily 
involved themselves by extravagance in Petersburg, to 
economize for a few years, and then re-appear on the 
stage tliey have for a short time abandoned. 

It is also the nursery for beauty, from «'hicli are 
transplanted the hellcs of the rising generation; and it 
is generally remarked, that nil that is most lovely 
among the Empress's maids of honour, comes from 
Moscow. Tliere is no comparison how much more 
beauty there is among the unmarried young ladies in 
Moscow than nt Pctersbnig; while, on the other hand, 
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the married women in the latter bear the ftalm over 
those ill the former. People mIio Lave not been at 
Petersburg can form no idea of the enormous expense 
and rivalry which exists there among those who hare 
the honour of entertaining their Imperial Majesties. 
No sacrifice is too great, on occasions of this sort, in 
order to produce something more splendid than their 
predecessors, in a fe'te which the Empress is to grace 
with her presence, and the effects are ruinous in manv 
ways, to an extent of which we have no conception in 
England. All this extraordinary outlay is avoided 
Moscow, although we have witnessed many rei 
there which cannot easily be surpassed in any city 
of Russia. The consequence is, that in one place 
everything is reserved for one grand occasion, while 
the other there is a nightly succession of the 
entertainments. During the whole carnival at Most 
there was no cessation of splendid balls and concej 
which cease when Lent begins; but although dancii 
is then allowed in but few houses, there is no want 
soirees, to us far more agreeable than the lals pm 
While at Petersburg, every one admits it is 
difficult to know how the evening is to be spent 
is never the case in Moscow, and whether it is in t] 
shape of a large soiree, or a circle of a dozen peop] 
there is always something going on. The same is tl 
case in regard to dinners; certain persons are undoi 
stood to receive their habitues on particular days, wil 
out special invitation, and the most amiable reproach) 
are used if you do not avail yourself of the opportunity 
of partaking of this real hospitality. However repug- 
nant this is to our ideas of English domestic privaoyi 
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Ave cannot but think it is a very agreeable custom. 
But there it does not interfere, as it would with us, 
with family arrangements, or entail upon those, who 
receive their friends without the etiquette of formal 
invitations a fortnight before, the sacrifice of time, or 
the loss of domestic comforts. The hour of dining is 
generally from four to five, and every guest has left the 
house by seven, or if card tables are brought in after 
dinner, at eight at latest. Everybody knows the 
custom of the house he frequents, and never tres- 
passes beyond the usual hour, so tliat the master and 
mistress are always at liberty to pay their visits in the 
prima sera^ or attend to their family occupations, before 
tlie time comes for going into society for the evening. 
We give Captain Jesse great credit for having the 
courage to confess himself such a novice in the rules 
of all continental society, as to order his carriage at 
ten o'clock to take him away from a dinner party, 
which probably commenced at five at latest. English- 
men have the reputation of wanting to sup where they 
dine, and sleep where they sup. This is one of the 
reasons why society is everywhere on so much better a 
footing than in England, that it does not entail so 
much trouble and loss of time, on those who open 
their houses. 

The theatres at Moscow are good, though not to 
be compared to those of the other metropolis; nor is 
it the fashion to attend them nearly so much, excepting 
on extraordinary occasions. The world of Moscow is 
a very musical one. In addition to many private con- 
certs, there were, during the three months we spent 
there, assembled at one time, the Heinefetter, Madame 

2 B 



9f9 THE BOHKMtENNES. 

Pasta, Boclisa and Mrs. Bishop, Ole Bull, several d»* 
tiiiguislied German artists, and a Freneli nmateur \$iy, 
who, from pecuniary losses, was induced to come to 
Moscow to give soirees musicales, which, in truth, wew 
attended fi-om charity, rather than the excelleDce pf 
the perfr)rmances. Each of these person8 mode » 
golden harvest out of the good Moscovites. 

Besides these, there are always the Bohemiewia; 
those of Moscow being the most celebrated in RussiiL 
The music of tlicse gipsy miDEtrels is the most extn- 
ordinary that can be imagined, and must be heard to 
he properly appreciated. It is as wild and pccutiar as 
themselves, their liabits and appearance, and la pei^ 
formed by about twenty persons of tlie two sexes, in 
their original dresses, and accompanied liy gestures 
and antics of the most Bingular description. The 
enormous sums of money they make is almost iocrv- 
dible; the young men of JIoscow spend whole evenings 
listening to them at their houses, and squander on 
them sometimes thousands of roubles in a night, and 
they are sometimes invited to private Iiouses. We 
heard them at the splendid palace of one of the nume- 
rous Princes Golitzin, to introduce their wild harmonj 
to Boohsa and Mrs. Bishop, who were delighted and 
BBtonished. It is certainly the most soul-stirring 
melody, the words iu gipsy language, that can be 
listened to. They have a leader, under whose direction 
everything is done; and he is said to have refused an 
offer of five hundred thousand roubles to go with Lis 
troupe for one year to Paris; a proof what their gains 
must be at homo. This would have been about a 
thousand pounds for each individual. They are also 
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very much patronized by the young men at Petersburg. 
The Moscow party also go to the fair of Nijni, and 
enrich themselves, at the expense of the merchants, in 
their evening leisure hours. 

The whole Russian nation is musically disposed; in 
no country is street and village music so common: 
every peasant sings, and every yemtschik carols his 
ditty, at night especially as he goes along, and though 
generally monotonous, they are singularly pleasing and 
harmonious. A great number of the Russian words 
terminating in vowels, and there being a great variety 
of sounds in the language, render it particularly well 
adapted to music, though native talent is little encou-* 
raged, and consequently, few eminent musicians have 
existed in Russia. 

The immediate environs of Moscow are delightful 
in summer, and as soon as the sun has melted the 
winter snows, all the population betake themselves to 
country quarters, and at Petrofski, a verst or two 
beyond the walls, the beau tnonde especially unite, and 
they^^ champitres and cavalcades succeed the gaieties 
of the capital. Easter is a season of great festivity^ 
and rejoicing, and the fortnight which follows it, is 
devoted to dancing, with the same abandon as carnival 
had been. Some of the most brilliant f^tes we saw 
there, took place at this season, after which everybody 
begins to prepare for their departure to their country 
houses, to go abroad, or to their summer quarters in the 
vicinity. The church ceremonies of the Holy Week, and 
the customs observed at Easter, are eminently national 
at Moscow. The strictest fast is observed by almost 
Everybody till the clock strikes twelve on the Saturday 
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uigbt, and those, whose scruples nre not [>ersonaIIy veiT 
strong, for the sake of examiile, do not tline at home. 
The French restaurant, kept by one Chevalier, the best 
we know out of Paris, is then thronged, par excellence. 
although it is at all times patronized by the elite of 
SIoBcow. The churches are much frequented during 
ihe whole week, most people confess and take the 
Sacrament, and perform the other duties their religion 
imposes. On Saturday night there is a splendid pro- 
cession at the catliedral in the Kremlin, and, as if by 
magic, when the hour of midnight sounds, the churches 
are all illuminated externally, and every bell in Moscow 
simultaneously pours forth its tones, to bring the glad 
tidings to the world that the resurrection has takes 
place. The whole population is then let loose, nono 
but the bed-ridden staying at home, to attend the 
midnight mass nnd congratulate their friends and 
acquaintances on the joyfid event. Every one kisses 
his neighbour, from the Emperor to the lowest peasant, 
hailing him with the words Krisios voskres, "Christ 
is risen;" and the following morning everybody goes to 
pay visits to their acquaintances to offer the compli- 
ments of the season. 

The custom of saluting each other, that is, the two 
sexes indiscriminately, is beginning to go out of 
fashion a little among the higher classes, except in 
cases of great intimacy or near relationship; butamoug' 
the mass it is as strongly in force as ever. AVe always 
regret that these characteristic nationalities should be 
suffered to fall into disuse at the beck of the levelling" 
fat of refinement. They are, or will be in time, tho 
only marks to distinguish one people from another, and 
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we can see no reason why all the world is to be brought 
down to the same standard of etiquette and fashion. 
The celebrating an event so important to all mankind 
as the resurrection, may fully justify an unusual manner 
of doing so; and there is no doubt that the great 
majority feel an enthusiasm upon the subject, which 
will be lost when the old national mode of giving vent 
to it is superseded by the cold formalities of calculat- 
ing propriety. An anecdote, which has before been 
put into print, though somewhat incorrectly, occurred 
a few years ago to the Emperor, on the morning of 
Easter-day, as he came out of the palace. He saluted 
the sentinel with the usual " Kristos voskres," and re- 
ceived for answer, " No, Sire." " What do you mean?'* 
^aid the Emperor. ** Sire, I am a Jew,'* was the reply. 
Sledge parties, and promenades in carriages and on 
foot along the Boulevards, are general in Easter week 
for all classes of people, and for the lower orders there 
are booths and shows as at country fairs in England. 
Feasting now succeeds the long fasts of Lent, prepara- 
tory to the second period of abstinence, of which there 
are five in the year enjoined by the Russian-Greek 
Church. There is a marked Anglomania at Moscow, 
and, among the ladies, comparatively few who do not 
speak English; among the men not so many. The 
3alle of the ncAlesse^ in which there are constantly balls 
and masquerades in carnival, is perhaps the finest room 
in Europe, and on the last day of carnival a morning 
ball there, attended by at least two thousand persons. 
There are three excellent clubs, to which foreigners may 
be introduced, and especially the so-called English 
club is a magnificent establishment. Private dinners 
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are not common there; but there is twice a week i 
taiile d'li6le, at three roubles a head, which costs tb* 
eocietj' ten, and is as good a dinner as can be providei 
and it is very much frequented in qu evening. It wM 
set on foot by Engliehmen originally, but there is uot 
now one English member; in fact the wliole English 
population of Afoseow does not mnster half a dozen 
persons of the claes who are likely to belong- to it. The 
chnrcli, however, is very well attended by a numerotu 
congregation, consisting principally of governesses and 
artisans, and occasionally a few Russian?, either open 
or disguised Protestants. It is private property of th« 
Russian Company, as well as Mr. Camidge'e, the cler- 
gyman's, houBC, and no interference takes place on the 
part of the authorities, civil or eeclesiastic. The in- 
cumbent, a most excellent and useful person, has a 
salary from the comjiany, which, if not large, is better 
than an English curacy, and even some livings, and an 
excellent house to live in. The sittings are all free. 

On the "iVth of April, or Quasimodo Monday, as it 
is called in the Russian calendar, we bade adieu to 
Moscow with greater regret than we ever felt in leav- 
ing any other capital, from the recollection of the 
great kindness and hospitality we had met with from 
eveiy hotly, and the uncertainty of ever returning to ft 
distant country which few travellers find leisure to 
revisit. To the mere idler, Moscow will afford fully 
as many resources as any other city ; for Germany, 
Florence, Rome, and Naples very soon cease to interest 
him by its antiquities and works of art. He goes over 
them as a matter of duty, and, like a school-boy, when 
hie task is finished, feels relieved from an ofaligatl 
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which, when once discharged, has no further claims 
npon him. To persons of another class, who seek for 
information and instruction, a literary society is not 
wanting; the professors in the university, and a modem 
school of philosophy gradually springing up, and the 
meetings of the Society of Arts, will always enable 
him to devote a portion of his time to something 
beyond the mere routine of ordinary social intercourse. 

With all the restrictions on the freedom of the 
press, it is not difficult to obtain most of the modem 
European publications, and foreign newspapers, though 
passing through the hands of the censor, are compara- 
tively seldom stopped. Occasional paragraphs are cut 
out, supposed to contain inflammable matter on the 
subject of Russia. We never heard of the Journal des 
Debais being confiscated while we were in Russia. A* 
the English hotel, or in private lodgings, the traveller 
will find very good accommodations; in the latter, 
especially in the houses of foreigners, at a very reason- 
able rate. 

The climate is much better on the whole than that 
of Petersburg; from the absence of wind, the cold is 
not so much felt, and we should say there are at least 
as many clear sunny days there in winter as in any of 
the northern countries, and much less variety of tem- 
perature than in some of the southern ones. The 
spring of 1841 was rather a precocious one; by the 
middle of March, the dSbdcle was general, and a most dis- 
agreeable season it is where there is so much snow to 
be dissolved, but they are exceedingly active in break- 
ing up the frozen under-crust, and the transition from 
sledges to wheels is very rapid. We found the incon- 
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Tenience of tliis transition period very great in 
journey to Pctfi-sljurg, during wliicli we were frequentl/ 
stopped by the overflowing of the rivei-s, the xmtea 
being too high to allow of the bridg-es, which are 
removed in winter, being laid down, aud the time 
occupied in going by the malk paste, the most conTe* 
nient public carriage we Iiavo seen in Europe, WB 
lengthened considerably beyond the usual average. 
We were sixty-seven hours in getting to Petereburgi 
the ordinary rate of travelling, including- stoppages, 
being eleven versts an hour. We would strongly 
recommend any traveller to this northern metropolis 
to secure apartments at Mrs. Wilson's excellent lodg- 
ing-house, in the Galenioi Ulitza, where he will find 
every comfort to be met with in any continental boteli 
at a reasonable rate. 

Petersburg, on our arrival, was in the agonies of 
preparation for the nuptials of the Cesarevich with the 
only daughter of the reigning Grand Duke of Hesse 
Darmstadt, and, singularly enough, as no reigning 
Queen of England ever before the present occasion 
gave birth to a Prince of Wales, so neither had an heir 
apparent to the Imperial throne ever before been mar- 
ried. Celebrated as the court of Russia is for every 
thing connected «ith ]iagcantry and display, 
arrangementi^ for tlie approaching yi'fc* were made 
eeale of more than ordinary splendour. The magni 
cent winter palace, which was burned down a few years 
before, bad been restored to more than its pristine 
gorgeouBuess, and the new hall of St. George, which 
has since fallen in from the enormous superincumbent 
weight, was opened on the auspicious occasion. It 
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truly a scene of Oriental magnificence which we shall 
never see again; the variety of the uniforms, the singu- 
larity of the ladies' national costume, the profusion of 
diamonds, and the splendour of the apartments so bril- 
liantly illuminated, presented an ensemble which few of 
the courts of Europe can boast. The young Grand 
Duchess, without being what may be called a beauty, is 
remarkably pleasing, and has the most prepossessing 
manner. In so handsome a circle as that of the Impe* 
rial family, it must be a high order of beauty to be 
particularly noticed; but the youthful bride has a grace 
and self-possession rarely to be found under such trying 
circumstances in a person of sixteen and a half. 

She had been several months at Petersburg before 
the marriage took place, in order to be received into 
the Greek Church, a provision required by law, as with 
us that the Royal family should only ally themselves 
with a Protestant. The ceremony took place at one 
o'clock on the ifth of April, in the gorgeous chapel of 
the winter palace, and, from the length of time it 
lasted, must be rather an irksome affair to the princi- 
pals at least. It is rather splendid than imposing, and 
not so affecting as the simplicity of our own or the 
German Church. Great part of it consists of music, 
and the service is sung by the priests and the choir, for 
which the Russians are so famous, the Imperial couple 
having their coronets held over them. When the 
metropolitan had given his benediction, they embraced 
the Emperor and Empress, and were supposed to thank 
them, after which the procession left the chapel. The 
caiiege was a very brilliant one, only rather too nume- 
rous for the size of the chapel, which is small. At its 
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entry, their Im|>erial Mnjesties were received by thft 
members of the BViiod nnd higher order of clergy, wilk 
the cross and holy water, after which bis Majesty toa* 
ducted the young couple to tlie place assigned them, 
Olid the assistants then ranged themselves in a circlft 
about them, the national anthem corresjionding to out 
"God save theQtieen," being played the while. Eveiy 
body that was most distinguished at Petersburg wasof 
course assembled on the occasion, with the addition of 
the Prince of Prussia, the Princes of Hesse, the brothers 
of the bride, the Prince Emile of Ilesse, her uncle, and 
the hereditary Grand Duko of 8axe Weimar, firti 
cousin of the C^sarevich, their numerous suites, and i 
few foreigners who happened to bo at Petersburg-. ITie 
cei-emony was followed by a grand banquet, composed 
of twelve hundred guests, to which the corps diploma- 
iirpie and strangers were not invited. At eight o'clock 
there was a grand ball in St. George's hall, which ter- 
minated at eleven without a supper. The dancing, 
however, went on in the sal/e hlanckey the other being 
devoted to cards, and the coup d'm'lvras brilliant in the 
extreme. The Empress seemed overcome by the weight 
of her diamonds, and being, as she has Jong been, in a 
very bad state of health, the contrast between the 
splendour of her costume and her sickly appeani 
was striking and almost distressing. 

The city was brilliantly illuminated, and the i 
ber of public buildings, particularly those on the 
opposite side the N^va, make Petersburg admirablr 
adapted for a display of that sort. The night was e 
before we were tired of driving about to gaze on th| 
scene of fairy enchantment, ^vhich the Royal party i 
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enjoyed, after the supper en famiUe was over. The 
city was similarly illuminated for three nights. On 
the following morning there was a parade before the 
palace, after which the Imperial family went to the 
small chapel belonging to the palace, to hear the 
thanksgiving usual after a marriage. On the i^th the 
new married couple received the congratulations of the 
whole court. We were presented with the coi'ps diph^ 
matique^ the ambassadors extraordinary, who were sent 
to represent their respective courts on the auspicious 
occasion, and the other strangers, about fifty in all, 
before the rest of the court, in the private apartments 
of the Cesar^vich; and it was quite extraordinary to see 
with what aplomb the young Grand Duchess went 
through her first public reception, going round the 
whole circle, and speaking to every one, and generally 
in their own language, for she is a remarkably good 
linguist. The rest of the court were then received in 
their turns, and a fatiguing day it must have been to 
their Imperial Highnesses. Next evening there was a 
gala at the theatre, a splendid sight; but not equal to 
St. Carlo, or the Scala at the coronation of the Emperor 
of Austria. The 20th there was another grand ban* 
quet in 8t. George's hall to the field officers, one sub- 
altern of each rank of the regiments of the guard, and 
the whole company of grenadiers of the palace. The 
21 8t another thanksgiving in the great chapel where 
the marriage ceremony was celebrated. On the 23rd, 
a grand ball and supper at the palace, which was cer- 
tainly the most brilliant entertainment we have ever 
seen at any court. The supper in the great haU was a 
perfect scene of enchantment. Three tables were laidt 
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one for the Imperial family, one for the corps diploma- 
tique and strangers, the third for the principal personages 
about the court, and many supped in the adjoining cor- 
ridor. The walla were covered with the sjdendid 
services of plate, anil down the centre of the tables 
were a row of superh orange trees, twenty feet lii^ 
the pots being underneath; bo that they seemed to 
grow out of the very tables. The fantastic costumes 
of the attendants, and variety of costumes, among 
wiiich those of two dethroned queens of Georgia were 
very striking, all reflected by an obscure light, and 
enlivened by a fine band of music, formed a whole in 
which the most fastidious could not have discovered 
anything wanting to make it perfect. On the 25tii 
there was a ball at the assembly of the noMesse, where 
there is a salle almost equal to that of Moscow. The 
27th, a ball in tlie apartments of the new married 
coui)le, which differed in nothing from the otbera, 
excepting that the invitations were not on so large a 
scale. 

The whole eeriee oifvies was concluded on the 30th 
by what is called a masked ball at court, a thing which 
takes place, usually, on New-year's-Day, but which was 
jjostponed this year in consequence of the Empress's 
illiiess. It is a reunion perfectly unique, the whole popu- 
lace of Petersburg being admitted by tickets from the 
police; on this occasion forty thousand were distributed, 
and the crowd and heat may be well imagined ; the sin- 
gular part of it is the perfect order, and absence of con- 
fusion which reigns among the holiday mob. Tlie court, 
the coips diplomatJfjue, and t!ie strangers, wore dominoes 
and hats; of the aristocracy few attended, but thoi 
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who were obliged by service about the Imperial family, 
as everyljody bad seen it before, and though an extra- 
ordinary spectacle to see once, nobody is anxious to 
■witness it again. There is, of courye, no dancing; the 
whole palace is thrown open, and the ball consists of a 
Polonaise from eight o'clock till eleven, during the 
whole of which the Empress was on foot; how she could 
have survived anything so fatiguing we cannot imagine. 
Dresses of all sorts from the »(fy/fc'* sheepskin upwards 
were worn, and some of the more wealthy merchants* 
wives wore a profusion of pearls; but in that immense 
concourse of the lower orders we did not see one tole- 
rably well-looking woman. There is a circle railed off 
for the court to retire into, within which we were soon 
glad to take refuge, but the Imperial family was inde- 
fatigable in continuing their promenade. When the 
crowd was excessive, the Emperor merely waved his 
baud, and they made way for him immediately, but the 
very act of masses of that sort moving back, iu itself, 
creates a certain iuvoluntary confusion. We made our 
escape about ten o'clock, a matter of no small difficulty, 
but, an officer who wished to get out himself, cleared a 
passage for us by saying the Imperial party was coming 
that way, a general rush, consequently, took place in 
the opposite direction to the one we wished to go, and 
though we were almost torn to pieces, we succeeded in 
getting out. The hire of a domino for the night is ex- 
orbitantly dear, fifteen roubles, probably, the risk of 
its total destruction being calculated ; ours, however, 
did not suffer any damage- 
No private fiHes were given on the occasion, as 
the Emperor declined them; the fortnight must 



L 



GENERAL VTEW OF 

bavo been sufficiently fatiguing without anj additlonfl 
obligation to exertion. There was also a review a| 
forty-three thousand men of the cavalry of the giurv 
on tlio Champ de Mars, a large area, as may be suppoM^C 
in the heart of Petersburg, where Buch a number ef 
troops could be easily manoeuvred, independent of tbcl 
Emperor's large personal staff. Two frigates were alMTI 
launched from the Admiralty, to which we were thnm 
Englishmen invited, and strange to eay, not one of a* 
had Mitnessed the ceremony before. It wag a pretW 
sight, and well-managed ; the rollers were removed is: 
an instant, and tiio vessels slipped gradually down tbtl 
inclined plane into the N^va. ^ 

Our pilgrimage through this vast Emjiire ia ended*, 
and we think it will be admitted, that we have bad Wj 
much opportunity of forming an opinion on the oubt! 
ward and visible state of all classes, as most of ourj 
travelling jjredecessors. One of the principal objectai 
in visiting foreign countries should be to gain sotn*] 
information respecting them, and to institute a compa^ 
rison between the moral and physical condition ofj 
others and ourselves. We hold it, however, to be tfj 
false princijde to judge all the rest of the world by" 
what is our beau id^al, without considering the dilfem; 
euce of circumstances, feelings, and national customs.' 
This is precisely the error into Mhich many fall iu abu- 
sing everything which is not like England, and tlia^ 
English, just qs if by a stroke of the enchanter's wand 
countries and iicojilo could be suddenly transformed 
from what they are, tn what these gentlemen think . 
they ought to be. Everything in nature is in a state 
of gradual transition, but it is gnidunl. and not instan* 
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faneous, and In order to reach as near to perfection as 
possible, we must march slowly and with caution. 
England is far advanced in her social and legislative 
institutions beyond all other existing states, but this is 
in consequence of having preceded them in laying the 
foundations, which it has required a long lapse of years 
to work progressively upwards. Had there been in 
Queen Elizabeth's time any country as much before us, 
as we now are of others, it would have been as absurd 
for an optimist to have stepped forward, and proposed 
our being at one spring lifted into that position, as it is 
for writers of this age to propose the same step in 
regard to Russia. At the period of which we are 
speaking, and for a century afterwards, Russia had 
barely emerged from barbarism ; how, then, can it be 
expected that one hundred years should have produced 
for her, fruits which it required two hundred years to 
ripen for us? But the progress she has made, must in 
reality be more rapid than ours, for we were in a fur 
more advanced state at the death of Queen Mary, than 
Russia was when Peter the Great succeeded to the 
throne. In that single reign more was done for her, 
than, perhaps, any one century has done for us. The 
beginning, too, it must be borne in mind, is the great 
difficulty ; when advanced to a certain stage each step 
becomes easier, and more rapid, and the formation of 
public opinion when once effected, makes its results 
imperceptibly and daily more productive* This is the 
difficulty in Russia, and the want under which she is 
labouring. 

A system of laws the most perfect, and the admi« 
nistration of them the most zealously conducted, will 



SS4 QENEHAL VIEW OP - 

not be sufficient, unless tliere is a moral stigma incurred 
by breaking them, aud society in general which is not 
charged with their execution, feels an intei*est and 
exerts it vohintarily in preventing their infringement. 
Punishment, as we have before said, has failed in deter- 
ring men from crimes, be it ever so severe. It becomes 
a matter of calculation whether it is not worth \riiiJe 
for a certain good to run the risk of incurring an un- 
certain evil, and tfie probabilities being in favour of 
impuuity, laws, in point of fact, cease to have any 
force. It is much the same with the In'ws which tie 
refinement of society imposes in diftereiit conntries. 
Where there is easy and constant communication with 
other nations, and even strangers of tlie same nation, 
these refinements become rapidly disseminated from 
one to another, and tlic feeling of what others wi|( 
thinic of a neglect of them, causes them to be generally 
practised. But if the distances are so great, and the 
want of means of communication such, that in the 
same Empire one town is as completely isolated from 
another as if the seas divided them, and one standard 
of civilization only is in force to M-hich all look up, but 
none beyond, no advance is made because there is nr> 
object in making it. Increase the facilities of com- 
munication by roads and steam-boats, and by that 
means bring Petersburg into the neighbourhood of 
Odessa, and in a very short time the habits of the 
one will be generally adopted in the other. Here is 
another grand difficulty that Russia has to contend 
with. Her very size makes it a matter of impossibility 
to do this, except by slow degrees, and we only think 
it extraordinary how much the refinements of jiolished 
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life arc diffused, instead of carping at the occasional 
absence of them. 

A late writer to whom we have several times alluded, 
seems to us to have travelled in and judged of Russia 
somewhat in the way that Mrs. TroUope did of Ame- 
rica. There is always a good and a bad side to every- 
thing, and where is the country, and who are the 
people, of whom an unfavourable picture may not be 
drawn, if a catalogue of the bad elements of which they 
are composed, is sedulously collected, and all that is 
favourable as sedulously unnoticed. When we see the 
fact of a general having appeared at his own table in 
a dressing gown and an unbuttoned shirt, carefully 
brought forward to establish the prevalence of the 
custom, and with the intention of leaving such an 
impression on the reader, we have a right to assume 
that an unjust idea of the customs of the country is 
sought to be conveyed, as it is one which we never 
happened to meet with and we apprehend we have 
dined at a good many more generals' tables and en 
famille too, than that writer. One of two things he 
must have meant to imply, either that every body did 
the same, or that he lived in bad society, which is to 
be found in other places besides Russia. The former 
is for many reasons the more probable motive, or he 
would have said this was the exception and not the 
rule, and he might have informed his readers what was 
the state of refinement in Count Woronzow's salons, 
instead of only mentioning him with ambiguous hints, 
of which we understand the meaning, although few of 
those who read his book can do so. Now we will 
venture to assert, that out of London no town in 
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ingland will bear any comparison with Odessa, eAthet 
, luxury or refinemoiit, if the best sjiecimeus on 
" fleeted instead of the most uufavourablo ones. With 
regard to the cigar and tlie piuk shirt, we neithw 
smoke the one, nor wear the other, and have therefore 
no prejudice in their favour, hut wo have Been ou the 
Coutinent even English ladies of high rank adoptuijt 
the custom of smoking pac/iiHos, which they probably 
would not have done iu their own drawing-rooms in 
Loudon, and we never yet heard that to wear a itink 
Bhu-t was considered a gross breach of good breeding:, 
or want of civilization. Still less can a particular taste 
for a particular national dish or beverage be so dcfinei), 
if it is we must plead guilty to it; we thought it could 
not be held as anything woree than bad taste. 

It is a pity the author in question never heard an 

anecdote of what occurred at the Emperor Alexander's 

table at Tilsit during the negotiation for the tn 

with Napoleon, or ho would not have lot slip 

opportunity of giving him a philip in order to show 

how inferior hia ideas of decorum were to those of an 

English nobleman. The Emperor on this occasion wai 

I entertaining at dinner all the distinguished poreonagi 

f who wore tbei-e at that remarkable moment, and thov^ 

happened to be at table the Russian soup callet 

batvmia, the liking of which may probably be an i 

quired taste, but it is one at least which we can voud 

J8 easily acquired, when his Imperial Majesty askod hia 

dilFerent guests their ojtinion of it. Most of them. 

Ltike true courtiers, found it delicious, though they hod 

ftgreat dilHi-ulty in swallowing a single spoonful; at last 

Ejie asked an English nobleman, holding a distinguish^ 



istinguishach^B 



RUSSIA AND UEB AVE K III. 387 

military and diplomatic situation, how he liked it; 
" Diablement mauvaise, votre Majestd Imp^riale," was 
the candid, but less courtierlike answer. The effect 
that communication with foreigners has upon people, 
is nowhere more marked than in Russia. Those who 
have travelled are very different from those who have 
not, especially in the prejudices they have in favour of 
everything Russian. This commendable feeling, when 
kept within proper bounds, is considerably diminished 
by contact with foreigners, and the standard of excel- 
lence a little raised in their ideas. This national feel- 
ing is much stronger among the generality of Russians 
than would be supposed, considering that they are 
made up of a variety of different elements, and espe- 
cially among the higher classes, a great number of 
whom are not genuine Russians. In the lower classes 
it is a fixed principle that they are superior to all other 
nations, and that they require no foreign leaven to be 
infused into them. There is the strongest jealousy of 
any such interference, and an unwillingness to profit 
by it when clearly to their advantage to do so. 

A railroad is just now commencing between Peters- 
burg and Moscow, which will have some side branches, 
and eventually be carried on to Nijni Novogorod and 
Casan, the farthest point in that direction where it 
will be of any great utility for a long time to come. 
Whether, as a speculation, it will answer or not, we 
doubt excessively; rapidity of conveyance for mer- 
chandise is not very important in a country where the 
home market is limited, and the export trade only 
going on between April and October. Added to thta^ 
the distances are so great from whence the great 
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of bulky articles of commerce is brought, that only one 
cargo can arrive in a year; it is consequeutly of little 
importance to diminish the time by a few days in their 
transit between Moscow and Petersburg, and they 
cannot be conveyed at a cheaper rate by railroad than 
they now are by the common conveyances. Travellers 
between the two places are not numerous enough to 
make a railroad answer, nor do they answer anj-where 
if dependent princii>ally on passengers. The unflou- 
rishiug state of the one from Petersburg- to Tsarsko 
Selo, which conveys an extraordinary number of people 
backwards and forwards, will settle that tjuestiouas far 
as Russia is concerned. The great advantage of it 
will be in bringing the two capitals nearer to one 
another, and circulating intelligence and information 
among people who now know but little of each other. 
It is a great step in civilisation, and will work good in 
that way, if even the sliares should never happen to be 
at a premium. 

We read a remark lately in Wilkinson's Manners 
and Citstoms of the Egyptians, which struck us as very 
Just, that nations grow old as well as individuals. 
Russia has an advantage over all other Curopean 
nations, that of youth. The vigour and resources 
which belong to that period of life in iudividuals she 
possesses, and time will gradually call them forth and 
ripen them, when, as seems to be the lot of all 
nations, some of her eotcmporaries will be going out 
of bloom, and verging towards old age with its conco- 
mitant decrepitude. Idle, therefore, as it is for writers 
to decry her for not being yet arrived at the same 
state of advancement a.s some, it is still more absurd 
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to imagine that she is never to improve upon her 
present social condition. Manufactures are but very 
lately encouraged, and look at the progress she has 
made in them in ten years. Balbi, in an early edition 
of his Geography^ published now some years, says, that 
the cloths made in the manufactories of our friend 
Prince Nicholas Trubetskoi rival the English ones. 
She has now an immense advantage in being thus late 
in beginning the race; she employs, as her o^ti capital, 
the experience of others, and finds, ready made to her 
hand, the machinery, which it has taken years of 
labour and an enormous outlay of money to bring to 
perfection with us. Russia is not, and cannot be, 
standing still, any more than anything else in nature, 
though she may march slower than some of her neigh- 
bours. Public opinion makes no demand for mope 
rapid progress, and therefore there is no supply of the 
article of reform. Reformers there are, and discon- 
tented individuals as there are everywhere, but there is 
no union of purpose, no fixed object in view at which 
they are aiming. 

Even in the thing in which, of all others, it is 
most desirable to effect a change — the condition of the 
serfs, no two people agree, either in the mode or 
degree of doing it. In this matter the Emperor is the 
person who really desires a change, not the noble ; in 
fact, the fear that he should do more than they wish, 
and deprive them of their privileges, has alienated the 
affections of some of the proprietary class. Others of 
them have, voluntarily, given their peasants their 
liberty during their lives, or by will; some have 
offered it, and it has been declined. But it is a 
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measnre wbich must bo gradual, or it will be mi*, 
chievoua for one class as nmeh as the other. We 
Icnow cases where owners of property have proposed 
to their peasants to give them their liberty, when tiey 
began to inquire what was to become of them when 
emancipateil, and found that they must still work te 
their bread under any system or starve, tliej^ preferred 
to stay in their old condition. Freedom, in fact, his 
no value for them unless it signifies the dispossessinjf the 
present owners of their estates, and the transferrii^ 
them into their own hands. Tlie crown peasants, who 
are free, are now twenty-two millions, however much it 
may be denied, as it was Inst year by a morning paper, 
in reviewing an excellent article on Russia in thcQuar- 
tcrhj Review of March, IR41 . We verifiGd the numlters 
at Petersburg last spring. This is no inconsiderable 
portion of a population not exceeding sixty millions. 

But a much more important step was taken at the 
time of the Grand Duke's marriage towards eflecting 
this object, which was neither understood fully nor 
appreciated at the time in Russia, and one, of course, 
which none of her detractors ever noticed in this 
country. By an ukme, which appeared on that occa- 
sion, the time of serving for the common soldier 
reduced to ten years; it is only very lately that it 
five-and-twenty. At the expiration of this term hi 
to have the option of returning to his village as r 
man, and living by his own exertions as he pleases, or 
of inscribing himself among the peasants of the crown. 
By this means, in time, all the peasants will be oi 
d{>ated. 

But it will have a moral clfect. and one mi 
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more important, on the social condition of the oountryt 
than the nominal freedom to bo gained by it. A 
soldier, who at the age of eighteen, was taken by the 
conscription for twenty-five years' service, saw no 
prospect of ever returning to his home, it was against 
all probability that he would survive the twenty-five 
years, and consequently he became reckless, and had, 
in short, no future to look to. Nothing can be well 
imagined lower in the scale of civilization than a Rus- 
sian soldier in out-quarters^ save and except as regards 
obedience to his officers, and the strict discipline of 
the service; and the greatest nuisance on an estate 
was a fellow of this sort returning to it, with all the 
vices and bad habits contracted in twenty-five yean 
passed in camps, and Circassia, perhaps. The moment 
that a man was enlisted, the best thing that could 
happen to his owner was that he should never return; 
he had lost a soul, as the Russians say, it is true; but 
that was a trifling loss compared to that of recovering 
him a reprobate of twenty-five years' standing. Now^ 
on the contrary, a young man who enters the army at 
sixteen, seventeen, or eighteen, looks forward to retiiv 
ing in the prime of life; ten years is not so long to 
look forward to, and he has an inducement to lead a 
steady and respectable life as a soldier, because he may 
reap the advantages of it when he has ceased to be 
one. A wiser measure could not be adopted by any 
government ; it changes gradually the system of serf- 
dom, it will introduce a greater degree of morality 
among the soldiery, and will, at all events, have the 
advantage of leaving them ten years only, instead of 
twenty-five, in the contagion of bad example. The 
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landholder will be a gainer, because lie will IiaveT 
better eubject returned upon his estate tban he had 
under the old system; and whether he jiajs for his free 
labour at a dailj pecuniary rate, or runs the risk of having 
to feed him a whole printer when bread is at famine 
price, cannot make much diflerence to him ; the change, 
indeed, will probably be in Lis favour. Many shortr 
sighted people found fault with the alteration lu the 
system, because they only looked at it in one 2>oint of 
view, which they imagined all against the proprietor, — 
that they should bo called upon so much the ofteoer 
to pay their quota to the conscription when the period 
of service was reduced to ten years, and overlooked 
eiitirely the general good which must result from the 
measure. 

This, and the wide diffusion of education wbicbi^ 
taking place throughout the whole empire, must h« 
their effects ou the people at large, and the plan i 
education adopted, wc tliink better than the Pruss 
one. The schools are under the direction of goveij 
ment, as in Prussia; but the making use of them is i 
obligatory, but a voluntary act. Advantages of mal 
kinds ai'e held out to those who take advantage )| 
them; but there is no penalty for not doing so, i 
interference of law to make it compulsory, 
higher orders in Eussia are as well educated as in j 
country in Europe; and the more wealthy class « 
merchants and tradesmen are now vieing with them j 
giving their children all the accomjdishments of 1 
most refined system of education. English govemei 
are common enough in these families in Moscow, s 
we think it will have its advantages, without bei 



RUSSIA AND H£B AVSyui. 393 

ultra-educationistSy or considering it as the onlj thing 
needful. 

The low moral state of the people in Russia is mainly 
owing to the ignorance of the priests. No great advance 
can be made in that respect, till a higher class of clergy 
is introduced; one which will not be so much above 
their flocks as to lose that influence they now have over 
them, but which will know how to direct it in a more 
rational manner. In no country has religion more 
hold on the masses than in Russia; but it is the most 
irrational and absurd superstition, whose whole eflicacy 
consists in forms, and produces no good results on the 
morality of its professors. Whatever crime a Russian 
is going to commit, be it murder, or anything else, he 
begins by crossing himself, and repeating a stated 
formula or short prayer, often invoking a blessing on 
the victim, whom he curses tremendously in the next 
breath, before he puts him to death. But religion is 
a great state-engine, which works well in many ways. 
It inculcates the deepest devotion to the person of the 
Sovereign and his family, and that feeling is an integral 
part, and the only effective one, of it. The common 
peasant thinks the Emperor can do no wrong; he is in 
his eyes the personification of the Divinity on earth, 
and shares, in fact, much more of his veneration in 
general. This jn^estige there cannot certainly be any 
inclination in high quarters to diminish, but that would 
not necessarily, at all events not immediately, follow 
from raising the ideas on religious subjects to some- 
thing more solid and real, than the muttering a few 
prayers, and fasting a certain number of days in the 
year. We hold no opinion to be so false, as that 
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iometlmes entertained by writers on Ruseta, that the 
people and army are disaffected towards the Emperor 
and his dynasty. They feel, on the contrary, an eo- 
thuBiasm the most general, and ttie most marked, 
which we believe exists in no other country, and mmt 
be witnessed to be comprehended. It has displayed 
itself on many occasions during tlie present rei^i, and 
apparently, is universal and most sincere. In the out- 
break which took place on his present Majesty's acoM- 
sioii, the jieople and soldiery were inspired by a feeling 
that they were supporting their rightful monarch, in 
attempting to place the Grand Duke Constantino va 
the throne. Those among the higher classes who wer» 
invoiyed in the eons]jlracy, whatever tlieir objects werQ, 
and many of them did not know themselves, did not 
desire a change of dynasty; and one of those concerned 
in it, told us, that he now considered the most fortunate 
part of the affitir was, that it did not sncceed. They 
found out afterwards what would have been tho result 
of abandoning the capital to the tender mercies of tho 
most barbarous mob, by general confession, that could 
be collected in the civilized world, 

We have already given our opinion strongly enoug-h 
on the corrupt state of things which exists in all 
departments of govermnent. This is the ulcer in the 
constitution, and one which taints every part. All 
confidence in tlie administration of justice is lost, i 
where every one knows that a sentence, nine times 
out of ten, is given in consequence of the party in 
whose favour it is, having bribed tlio highest. Tho 
expenses and delays are too great to appeal to the 
fountain bead on all occasions, and, were it possible. 
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the evil in the earlier stages would not be done awaj. 
Public opinion must come to the rescue; all other 
attempts to cure the disease are vain. It is singular 
that the Emperor's Icnown anxiety to check the evil 
should be so completely inefficacious to accomplish it. 
The tone and example of the Court are nowhere so 
much attended to as in Russia, to which may be attri- 
buted the moral state of all the ladies about the 
Empress. Where the slightest breach of propriety 
would be noticed and punished, the effect naturally 
is that whatever may occur, it is done most secretly, 
and so £Eir, outward decency is not violated. But as 
far as a stranger may judge from what he hears there, 
compared to what meets the ear in other capitals, we 
should say that it speaks well for Petersburg; though 
they do not deny, that under another Empress Ca- 
therine, the manners of the courtiers would probably 
be as dissolute again, as they were sixty years ago. 
From the effect the example and wishes of the Imperial 
family carry with them, it is singular that it does not 
extend to the inculcation of something like honesty 
and integrity in the bureaux. 

Very old, and probably, oriental customs are still 
discernible among the pure Russians, and seem to be 
more firmly rooted in them than in any other European 
people. The manner of washing themselves is strictly 
what it was among the ancient Egyptians, as it is 
described in the Bible, as prevailed among the Old 
Greeks and Romans, and is practised by Moslems in 
the present day. They cannot, however, boast of the 
cleanliness of the followers of Mahomet in general; 
though the use of the bath is frequent^ it is not all that 
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is required. Our travelling companion, a Tery goo4' 
ppecinien of Russian Ingli life, at first, rather amused 
ue, with the mode of making his ablutions, but, after* 
time, when he endeavoured to persuade us to adopt it, 
disgusted us. The assistance of your servant is indis- 
jiensable to wash the face, but they are certainly inde- 
pendent of many other things we require for the- 
toilette. The first operation is to wash the bands, for 
which no basin or anything corresponding to it is 
necessary — the patient sits down on a chair, and on 
another opposite to him some recipient, it matters not 
what, is placed to catch tiie water ; be then takes a 
piece of soap over which bis servant pours the water, 
two or three times, till the bands are considered 
washed, when he presents a towel, and they are wij>ed. 
Tlien the face has its turn, water is again poured into 
the hollow of the hands, which are pressed together to 
make them as water tight as possible, a portion of it is 
imbibed, and kept in the mouth, the rest thrown over' 
the face, this is repeated two or three times, after 
which the fore-finger is put into the mouth, and with 
its assistance, which supersedes the use of the tooth- 
brush, the mouth is rinsed out, and the toilette is 
completed. Never have we seen more beautiful or 
whiter teeth than our companion's, in spite of this 
process of keeping them so. 

The old Egj'ptian usage of not going into society 
in mourning, and the ofl'ering the guests before dinner 
wine, liqueurs, and a whet to the ajipetite in the shape, 
of ancliovies, caviar, &c., is still adhered to, as it is also 
in Norway and Sweden. Every Russian wears an 
amulet, generally, representing his patron saint, as the 
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Egyptians, Etruscans, and Romans did. This is never 
taken off on any pretence, is worn round the neck and 
next the skin, and has all the attributes that belonged 
to it of old, of averting the evil eye and misfortune in 
general. Omens are sometimes taken from them, and 
the religious part of the community believe in their 
eflScacy to prompt the wearer to virtue and wisdom. 
Many of the prejudices of southern climates are in full 
force, as to some days being lucky and the reverse, 
the meeting a priest or a pig when on a journey, and a 
variety of absurdities which have retained their power 
among the people from ancient times. 

Play is the ruling passion among all classes, sexes, 
and ages in Russia. High play is not more common 
than in other places ; but all play at cards, and, gene- 
rally, games of chance, but we never saw dice or 
roulette. That the majority of Russians have as high 
a sense of honour, and play as fairly as their neigh- 
bours we are convinced, but, unfortunately, notorious 
cases of the reverse, which have occurred, have given 
them a bad reputation abroad, which we believe in the 
main to be most unjust. But public opinion again is 
no check here, there are people of high rank and posi- 
tion who are more than suspected of cheating, and 
nobody avoids them, or refuses to play with them. 
This is also the case in other matters, to which it is 
not necessary to allude in distinct terms; and strange 
to say, in other points, persons who would be utterly 
incapable of doing them themselves, and have as strong 
a sense of their atrocity as can be felt in any country, 
never show their reprobation by avoiding the acquaint- 
ance of thoflo who are notoriously addicted to them. 



GENERAL VIEW OP 



Without a moral check of this Vmi to give veiglit t 
legal enactments, as we have shown before, they will^ 
be U8cle83 cither in preventing crime or correctiny 
abnses, and without greater freedom of the press, not 
its licentiousness, this cannot well exist. A few left<i« 
ing articles in a newspaper of general circulation ivould 
shame more men out of dishonesty than the fear of 
punishment will ever deter, and, especially, in the 
upper claeses, where the reform ought to commence. 
This is a stop which must be antecedent to a cliange iff 
the system of government, and which will prepare the 
way for obtaining it, when the natives are fit to receive 
it. It is a matter, really, far more important than' 
whether the ministers aro responsible to the Sovereign 
only, or to the people. Establish public opinion, and 
they will be responsible to it without any ukase or law 
to make them so, and the policy of government be led' 
by, instead of leading those for whose benefit it is' 
adopted. 

On tho financial condition of Russia it is very diffi- 
cult to form a correct Jndgment, the accounts are given 
BO, ns not to aftbrd any clear idea of the revenue or 
expenditure. Tliat the former ia increasing and will 
continue to do so, there is no doubt, but the disadvan- 
tage is that great jwirt of the public debt, is not as witb 
us a debt to the nation, and that the man who pay« 
his taxes with one hand, receives his dividends with 
the other; but it is contracted with foreigners, and it 
constant drain on the metallic currency is going on to 
]my tho interest, and, ultimately, of course, the capital. 
By this means the produce of the gold and silver 
mines is tihiitped out of tho country instead of circula- 
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ting in it, although the exports of Russia are certainly 
paid for much oftener in hard cash than ours are. If 
our trade is to be increased, we are told we must take 
more foreign produce in exchange ; but we must pay 
in ready money. At the moment when there was a 
greater prospect than ever of a change being made in 
our com laws that would have affected the Russian 
trade, the Emperor, who knew pretty well what that 
probability was, practically gave the lie to the prin« 
cipal argument of the anti-corn law agitators, by raising 
the duty on British goods. He said to them very 
plainly, *^ I know you will go on buying our hemp, and 
tallow, at all events, whether we take your cottons and 
cloth or not ; I will encourage my own manufactures 
by making those who will have English goods pay 
pretty dearly for them, and you shall pay for your 
tallow and hemp in gold." He knows, very well, that 
the outcry against the prohibitive system will prevent 
the House of Commons from taxing Russian produce 
higher than it is already, because the only effect would 
be to raise the price to the consumer, which in the 
long run would not profit the exchequer much. 

If, therefore, a radical change in the com laws is to 
bo made, let it be done on some solid grounds, not on 
the demolished fallacies of Russian and German reci- 
procity, or cheap bread. Its ablest and warmest* advo- 
cates know well the grounds on which they urge it, 
but they do not hesitate to admit that a slow but 
certain revolution in the whole social order of things, 
will be the inevitable result. Let those who are not 
willing to make this experiment, pause before they 
leave themselves no alternative: retrograde legislation 
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does not belong to England in the nineteenth century?] 
and where they make their bed, there must they lie. 

The great clog on the Russian financial wheel i» 
the ai-my and na\7; they swallow up half the eUta 
revenues. No great improvement then can take plaofl 
in the exchequer till a reduction is made in the amir^ 
and this is a most improbable event to any extent. A 
small reduction has just been made, but it is titj 
unlikely to be carried further. The five hundred- 
thousand men, who arc eating their heads off for thi 
doubtful contingency of a Em-opean war, are th' 
scourge, as we have shown in more senses than onc^ o| 
the countrj". Still we are very far from thinking that 
they are designed for conquest, or need alarm tlia 
world. A reviewer of Captain Jesse's book onKussia, 
who has swallowed all his so-called facts, and argued 
on them as if they were so really, inquires "What map 
be looked for from the acliievemeuts of such a forccfl 
Consistent and jirogreasive conquest, or those convul-" 
sions which will lead to revolution at home?" AVa 
answer, neither the one nor the other. The amir are 
the last class from which revolutions or convulsions 
are likely to spring; discipline is strict, and tkeir- 
interests all wound up with the present system; why 
tlien should they revolt? Their pay is small enough 
doubtless, but not so small as Captain Jesse states it 
to be: the common soldier has twelve roubles a-year,' 
instead of seven, as he calls it; he is fed, and well fed 
too, and receives occasional gratuities — still he is badlvi 
paid enough. 

As to the pay of a general, Captain Jesse is totally. 
wrong; directly or indirectly their emoluments ace, 
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fully as great as in our own service, and frequently 
inimensaly greater. He states that those who have 
private fortune, are not expected to draw their half-pay 
when they retire. Why there never was such a thing 
as half-pay in the Russian service: every officer, general 
or other, as long as he is on the list of the army, is on 
full pay and active service; and it constantly happens 
that the Emperor, in addition to their appointments, 
gives a general officer a gratuity, ordinarily two thou- 
sand silver roubles a-year, or 350/1 sterling, for twelve 
years, which is to be paid whether they retire from the 
service or not. We know many officers who are in 
the receipt of this, and, more or less, the greater part 
of them are so recompensed at one time or other. In 
estimating the relative pay and emoluments in the 
Russian army, or any other foreign service, and our 
own, it must also be borne in mind that there is no 
interest of purchase-money to be deducted. A British 
officer's pay can hardly be considered in any other 
light than that of an annuity he has purchased on his 
own life, and in this point of view the Russian officer 
is the better paid of the two. There is moreover a far 
greater proportion of the Russian officers who, we will 
not say live on their pay, but at least have no resources 
of their own, than in the British service. The infer- 
ence intended to be drawn by Captain Jesse is, that 
inadequate pay is the cause of peculation; we think we 
have demolished that argument already by a statement 
of facts, which, if he or our readers doubt, they can 
easily satisfy themselves about. 

We are surprised that an officer in the British 
army, who must know what difficulty he would hi^ve 
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in selectiug, after the Duke of Wellington, the two 
most distinguished officers in our own service, shouiti 
coolly fix at once that Generals Muravief and Yermo- 
lof are so in the Russian army. Perhaps it suited Iiini 
to make them appear so, in order to show that their 
case, as he has stated it, was the harder. Here again 
we must make the remark we have made before, that 
all these things ■would be very fine if they were true, 
but, unfortunately for the argument, they are not 90. 
If they had been, we apprehend the Emperor wonhi 
have had too great a regard for the value of their ser- 
vices to have dismissed them, or have so behaved 
towards them as to oblige them to ask for their conge, 
without rhyme or reason. But it is enough that the 
facts are by no means as he has stated them. 

That the Russian navy will hardly become what 
ours is, we are quite as much inclined to believe as 
this writer. But we M'ould not say that " neither 
Nicholas or his successors can hope ever to have crews 
for the ships." It has improved in a wonderful manner 
in a few years, and we know it to be the opinion of 
Sir John Ross, and many other naval officers, that they 
are remarkably quick in their manoeuvres. Their shiii- 
building timber is not of so durable a nature ag 
British heart of oak undoubtedly, though there is 
plenty of oak about Perm and Casan; but if they can 
afford to build new ones every ten years, they may be 
just as formidable in the water when new, as those 
that will last ten times longer. We well recollect the 
conversation to which Captain Jesse alludes, where he 
mentions Sir James Wylie, whom he calls Sir A. W. 
and are convinced that if he had had an "pitortunity of 
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seeing more of him, he would have obtained from him, 
the best living authority, a truer state of fSeicts with 
regard to the medical department of the army, and 
would not have talked of a Count Orlof being at the 
head of the movement when the Emperor came to the 
throne, as there did not happen then to be a Count 
Orlof in existence. The present count, a great favourite 
of the Emperor, was so created in consequence of the 
very important services he rendered in gaining back 
some disaffected regiments on that occasion, and having 
been principally instrumental in putting down the 
revolt. 

We confess we can see no other reason why review- 
ers of books on Russia should give implicit confidence 
to those written in the tone of Dr. Lyall's and Captain 
Jesse's, in preference to Lord Londonderry, Mr. 
Ilaikes, and the author of Letters from the BaUiCf 
except that they wish the world to believe the one 
rather than the other. It is all very fine to talk about 
aristocratic prejudices, but democracy has its prejudices 
too, which the levelling portion of the press is far more 
anxious to perpetuate than that which takes a different 
view of social and political expediency. But ignorance 
and prejudice generally go hand in hand, and the one 
must be dissipated before the other can be removed. 
The more, therefore, is written on subjects when pre- 
conceived opinions are formed without any real founda- 
tion, the better will be the opportunity afforded to the 
public in general of adopting a correct judgment. 
Allowing for errors on both sides, the true middle way 
will ultimately be established, which is ordinarily the 
safest to follow. 
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One difficulty presents itself to us in going into 
letail on rauci) that regards the mode of life of those 
with ivhoin we have lived on terms of the great«( 
intimacy, a delicacy of publishing, not the secrets, but 
the individualities of private life, and the fear of seam- 
ing to betray the confidence that has been reposed in 
tlB. No human being in any country from the Sow- 
reign to the lowest subject, wishes a public scrutiny to 
be made of the most immaterial and every-day habitf' 
or family affairs. Still less so in Russia, where, as fiir 
onr experience goes, it might be done with as little 
'Tisk of throwing ridicule or opprobrium on them, a^ in 
any country where we liave enjoyed the intimacy of 
natives sufficiently to do so with any degree of 
accuracy and truth. But writers in general are 
fond, on the most hasty judgment and often m< 
inaccurate information, of giving decided opinions u| 
matters on which they are wholly unqualified to mak? 
a correct statement, that those who rely upon tbetn 
cannot be otherwise than misled. How erroneous and 
absurd would be the conclusions of the same writer*, if 
they attempted to enlighten the world on the mo<le 
of life of the different sects and classes of London itself. 
They might copy paragraphs from the Sattrr's/, and 
imagine they were recording facts, which would be 
circulated on the Continent as such, and naturally 
believed. It has occurred to us frequently abroad, to 
hear assertions made about England just as false a» 
those published about Russia, and when we denied 
thera, to be told they must be true, because English- 
men themselves had made them. Truth lies indeed at 
the bottom of the well, and how few have rope enoi 
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to draw her out, yet no man chooses to admit his 
ignorance, and thus fialsehoods arc propagated. 

In concluding our remarks on Russia and the 
Russians, we have only to recapitulate the motives we 
have had in so doing, and the plan we have endea- 
voured to pursue. We have not dwelt much upon 
Btatisties, because, however apparently authoritative, 
they are often incomplete, and convey erroneous 
impressions. As isolated facts, su]>poBing'them to be 
»n, they are useless, unless viewed in connection with 
many circumstances which are wholly suppressed, or at 
least but partially stated. We have had considerable 
intercourse with all classes, with the lower ones less 
than we could have wished, from a very sujierficial 
acquaintance with the language. We have related 
nothing of importance that we have not seen ourselves, 
without quoting our authority. Truth was our great 
object, without favour or prejudice. We have endea- 
voured to lay before our readers something of the 
moral state of the country, and what we conceived to 
bo the impediments to a rapid and immediate improve- 
ment in it, nor have we been blind to the ilefects in 
the working of their political and social system. We 
do not expect that they will have any great weight or 
importance in the eyes of the public, excepting as far 
as the conviction of their sincerity may give tlieni a 
claim to attention. However despotic the form of 
goveniment, the Emperor certainly appears to us to 
act from the must paternal, and best motives in his 
enactments of law and civil discipline. It must not 
be laid to his charge if tlie administration is defective, 
and the engines he is obliged to employ, do not perform 
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their duties in the eame patriotic manner in which they 
are conceived. Mr. Laiiig, one of the most indej>en- 
dent, and certainly most anti-monarchical writers we 
have, has justly observed, that it is abBurd to attribute 
the same views of territorial aggrandizement to an 
Emperor of Russia, as actuate smaller powers. That 
it is judging partially to ascribe to him the love of 
conquest, when the blindest ambition has so many 
laudable objects of gratification within his own domi- 
Dions. It is our own view, corroborated by the opioioj 
of all those with whom we have conversed in 
country on the subject. We unhesitatingly assert 
conviction that he is as anxious as the most republican 
partisan, to elevate the condition of the peasants, by 
rendering them independent of any undue control, 
and by giving them all the liberty which they are at 
present capable of appreciating and profiting by. He 
ajipears to us to have taken the only prudeut way tl 
presented itself of doing so; time must do the rest. 

Mr. Laipg has given it as his opinion that the 
Emperor may ever find it a positive duty to extend his 
possessions coastwise, for the benefit of his subjects, 
who are one-fifteenth part of the whole human 
Our ideas of his commercial policy, and its effects 
our corn laws, may not be palateable to all the worlt^' 
but we leave that also to time to decide between us. 
Let a good understanding be perpetuated and encou- 
raged between the two nations, instead of the etei 
bickerings and insinuations which characterize so mni 
the tone of the British press; and we may all sleep 
(juiet in our beds, undisturbed by dreams of Russian 
ambition, and the phantoms of Russian supremacy. 
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A few words ou the Russian peasant and the lower 
orders. Frederick the Great, in his posthumous works, 
as far as he went, has not perhaps done them an 
injustice, but he has not done them justice either. 
He says, ^*Le caractere de la nation Russe est un 
melange de mefiance et de finesse, paresseux mais 
interesses, les Russes ont le talent qui copie, mais non 
le genie qui cr^e." They certainly have a singular 
facility of copying anything in great perfection, and of 
learning anything they attempt, but it is next to 
impossible that those who imitate so well, should exert 
any genius in inventing for themselves. In any class 
inventions are rare in Russia. A new steel-yard was 
certainly invented in 1840, which is useful and inge- 
nious, but these novelties are seldom heard of. 

Still the common people impress you with an idea 
of sharpness and dexterity by their manner and coun- 
tenances, when put into action on anything which may 
profit them. Of their general disposition it is difficult 
to speak; in some places it is good, in others bad, but 
we believe on the whole they are a well-disposed 
people. We know an instance during the famine of 
1840, which was excessive, where a band of forty or 
fifty starving wretches stopped a private carriage, but 
taking off their hats simply asked for alms, and when 
they got a few roubles, offered no molestation to some 
ladies who were in it, and went off blessing them. They 
have a universal reputation for bonhommiey drunk or 
sober, but on occasions they are savages, and commit 
the most horrid crimes. They are always lively, and 
very fond of music, particularly horn music, and the 
Russian choirs are beautiful. They show great pditesse 
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towards each otlier, as well as their superiors, and are 
extremely hospitable. 

Their attachment to their religion, mixed as it may 
be with superstition, is very strong, yet, they are the 
most tolerant to those who hold a different creed, of any 
people in the world. Whether disciplined or undisci- 
plined, they are a very courageous people, endurant of 
&tigue and insensible to danger. Their attachment to 
their country without having any real nationality, is 
also remarkable. It is universal in the man who 
wears a haftan and tiilupe. When he works for him- 
self, that is the secret, he is not so idle as the Great 
Frederick called him. Quick at learuing a trade, the 
peasant receives very often permission from his lord to 
travel to procure work; he still pays his contribution, 
calculated, generally, at thirty roubles a head per 
annum, and in his absence, of course, his master does 
not risk having to maintain him. He will, in this case, 
go any number of miles to get employment, and very 
often returns, when his period of leave has expired, 
with money in his pocket. The great buildings of 
Petersburg are all raised in this manner, and the orna- 
mental parts of the churches, even, are done by such 
artists. 

They are said to be very quick at languages, our 
own experience does not enable us to give an opinion. 
We, certainly, heard a common isvostchik at the 
reviews of Krasno Selo, who spoke very good French, 
and when he was asked how he learned it, replied, 
"Par moyen des dialogues." That it is the case, in the 
upper classes, there is no doubt. French, particularly, 
they pronounce more jjurely than any other nation. 
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With these natural good qualities, and some talent 
besides, the one is eclipsed by, and the other prosti- 
tuted to, the extraordinary love of cheating in their 
dealings with others. The best class of Russian mer- 
chants, and lowest mujik who has anything to sell, 
agree in this, and they seem equally indifferent as to 
the amount, so long as they can maintain the principle 
of overreaching. All their cunning, knowledge, and 
advantages, are employed in this one engrossing object. 
We believe they are made happy by the thought of 
having succeeded in ever so trifling a degree. We 
have been told by foreign merchants at Petersburg 
that their word is as sacred as an Englishman's for the 
performance of a contract when once made, be it ever 
so unfavourable to them, and for a large amount ; yet 
that in making it their object is to get an unfair 
advantage, even in a few roubles only. Yet are they 
eminently charitable, and expend large sums yearly in 
alms-giving. Drunkenness is a vice more common 
than in most, we will not say any, country of Europe. 
They have, perhaps, some excuse, in the severity of the 
cold ; still those most constantly exposed to it are far 
from being the most drunken. They are less dis- 
figured by it, too, than any other people ; they are just 
as civil as when sober, and crimes are rarely traceable 
to it. Their jealousy of foreigners is excessive ; the 
dread of their interfering with their gains and means of 
subsistence is probably the cause of it, and while they 
are very hospitable to an individual, they detest the 
mass. 

If this estimate of the Russian character be just, 
they present the most extraordinary contradictions of 
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any nation in the world ; but this implies a proportio: 
of good afi well as bad qualities, for which they hav 
not, perhaps, generally due credit. It would be a Ion; 
business to trace the why and the wherefore of eacl 
but their origin and low state of civilization ma 
account for many of them. The Eastern blood yf 
flows in their veins, and brings with it many of tbeE 
peculiarities; time will, perhaps, improve the (bvooi 
able points in the picture, and correct or eradicate tl 
unfavourable ones. Their faults are the faults • 
slaves; when they are all free, and have been so lor 
enough to understand and eiyoy freedom, we doul 
not they will disappear. 
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F.R.S., of Kiug's College, LonJon. With numerous Original IliustrationB. 
In (Atf Preu. 



On the SANATIVE INFLUENCE of the CLI- 
MATE of PAU, and of the MINERAL WATERS of the PYRENEES, on 
DISEASE. ByA. TAYLOR, MJ). 10e.6d. 



ESSAYS oa NERVOUS DISEASES, by R. B. 

TODD, M.D., F.U.S., Physieian to King's College Uoapilul, and Professor of 
Physiology in King's College, I»ndon. In the Preis. 



The NERVOUS SYSTEM, and its FUNCTIONS. 

By HERBERT MAYO, F.R.S. Post Octavo, ftf. fid. ' 



A MANUAL of CHEMISTRY; the Fifth Edition, 

thoroughly revised and greatly enlarged, luui containing all New Facts and 
Discovcrica in the Seienoe. By WILLIAM THOMAS BRANDE, F.R..S., 
of Hof Majesty's Mint ; Profoasor of ChemlBtry at tlio Royal Institution, 35j. 



A DICTIONARY of the MATERIA MEDICA 

and PHARMACY; including Ihe Elemonto of Pharmaceutical Chemistry, and 
a Translation of the Landai PAamtaeupaiia. By PROFESSOR BBAHDE, 

Author of the Manual of Clitmutry. 15*. 



A SYSTEM of LOGIC, Itatiocinative and Inductive: 

being a Connected Viuw of the Principles of Evidence, and the Methoda al 
Scientific Investigation. In Six Books. By JOHN STUART SULL A 
the Prat. 



BIOGRAPHIA BRITANNICA LITERARL\. a 

LITERARY HISTORY of tlie UNITED KINGDOM, arranged in Qm. 

nologicol Order. Publislied under tlie Superintendence of the RoriL Socirn 
OF LiTEBATUBB. Volomc I. The A«Qto-SixoN Pebiod. Octavo. ISt. Tv 
he eonCtnued. 



The PHILOSOPHY of the INDUCTIVE SCI- 
ENCES, founded upon their Historj-. By the Rev. WILLIAM WUEWELL, 
B,D., F.R.S., Master of Trinity College, Cambridge, and Professor of Modi 
Philosophy in the University. Two Volumes, Octavo, 30*. 

A HISTORY of tlio INDUCTIVE SCIENCES^ 

from Uie Eaclieat Times to the Present. By PROFESSOR WUEWELL 
Three Volumes, Octavo, 21. 2s. 



POPULAR PHYSIOLOGY ; familiar Explanations 

of interesting Facts connected with the Sfnicture nnd fr'unctiona of Animali, 
and particularly of Man. By the late Dr. PERCIVAL B, LORD «f Ifa> 
Hon. E. I. C. Service. Many Eneravings. Second Edition, revised. 7*. Gd. 



The UNDULATORY THEORY, as applied to the 

DISPERSION of LIGHT. By the Rev. BADEN POWELL, M.A., F.R.S., 
F.R.A.S., F.G.S., Savilian Professor in the University of Oxford. Octavo, Si 
witli a Coloured Chart of the Prismatic Spectra. 



A PRACTICAL ARABIC GRAMMAR. By 

DUNCAN STEWART. Octavo, Hii. 



The JOURNAL of the STATISTICAL SOCIETY 

of LONDON. Published fturirterty, price 2*. 6rf, 



The JOURNA L of the ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY 

of GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND. Nos. I. to XXIL Price «..«eh. 

Continued occasionally. 
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ARCHITECTURAL NOTES ON GERMAN 

CHURCHES, with Notes of a Tow in Nonnondy and Picarfy. By the 
Rev. WILLIAM WIIEWELL, li.D., F.BJi., Author of The Nisfory oftha 
Indnetive Scienca, &c. A Thibb Edition, with Additions, I2j. 



The HISTORY of HOLLAND, from the beginning 

of tlie Tenth to the end of tlie Eighteenth Centnry. By C. M. DAVIES. 

Volumes tlio First and Second. 12». each. To bocompleted in Three Volu 



RECOLLECTIONS of SIBERIA, in the Yeare 

1840 and 1841. By CHARLES HERBERT COTTRELL, Esq. Octavo, 
with Mop, lif. 

The WAR in SYRIA, by SIR CHARLES 

NAPIER, M.P., K.C,B. Two VolnmM, 18». 



TRAVELS and RESEARCHES iii ASIA MINOR, 

MESOPOTAMIA, CHALDEA, and ARMENIA; hy WILLIAM FRANCIS 
AINSWORTII, F.G.S., F.R.G.S., in charge of tha E\pedition sent by tlw 
Royal Geographical Society, and the Society for Pronioling Christian Know- 
ledge, to the Cliristiau Tribes in Chaldea. Two Volumes, with Mups aixl 
lIlastrBtions. 'Hi, 



RAMBLES and RESKAUCHES in SAXONY, 

comprising Visits to tlic Courts of Gotha oiid Wdmnr ; Manners and Customs 
in Thuringia; and Specimens of the Legends of the Forest. By JOHN 
FREDERICK STANFORD, E*q.,M.A. Octavo, with Iliuatrations, 10*. 6rf. 



WOMAN'S MISSION. The Tenth Edition. Zs.U. 



WOMAN'S RIGHTS and DUTIES, considered 

with reference to their Effects on Society and on her own Condition. By a 
WOMAN. Two Volumes, Post Octavo. Us. 



SALOPIA ANTIQUA; an Enquiry from Personal 

Surrey, into the Early Bemains in Shropshire and tlie Welsh Bordere. With 
a Glossary of Words used in Salop, fly the Rev. CHARLES IlKMRY 
HARTSUORNE, M.A., F.S.A. Royal Octavo, 1/. 4*. Imperial, 2L S/. 



j^cto moxks anB 0tio ©Bttions^, 



PRINCIPLES of ENGLISH UNIVERSITY EDU- 
CATION. By tliB Rev. W. WHEWELL, B.D,, i'.R.S., Master <if Trinity 
Collie, Cambridge. Uctavo, 5s, 

The DOCTRINE of LIMITS, with Applications; 

m;., Conic Sections, the liret three Sections of NGWton, the Differectiil 
CalcnloB. By PROFESSOR WHEWELL. Octoro, witL lUasUatioia. a<. 

The MECHANICAL EUCLID; containing the 

Propoaitions necessary for a Degree ot Cambridge. By PBOFJiSSOa WHE- 
WELL. 0*. Od. 

IV. 

The MECHANICS of ENGINEERING; for we 

iiiUnivemties and CoUeges of Engineere. By PROFESSOli WHEWELL. 
Octaro, with Illustrations. 3». 



PRINCIPLES of MECHANISM, by R. WILLIS. 

M.A., F,R,S., Jaeksonian Profcfflor of Natural and ExperimGntol PhUosophr 
in the University of Canibridge. Designed for the Use of Stndenta ot tlw 
Universitiea, and for Students of Engineering gonorally. With 250 Woot 
Cuts. Octavo, ld(. 



On the DIFFERENTIAL and INTEGRAL CAL- 

CULUS. By the Rev. T. G. HALL, M.A., Profeesor of MathemaLira m 
Sing's College, London. Tliird EdiU on, enlarged. i2^.ed. 

ELEMENTS of DESCRIPTIVE GEOMETRY. 

chiefly intended for StudenU in Eiieineering ; also hy PROFESSOR IlALL 
With 80 Illustrations. (!*, 6d. 

The ELEMENTS of ALGEBRA, chiefly intended 

for Schools and the Junior Classes in Colleges. By the same. G*. 6</. 



MATHEMATICAL TRACTS. By GEORGE BID- 

DELL AIRY, M.A., F.R.S., Astronomer Royal. DeEJgned for the Uac of 

Students in the Universities. Octavo, Third Edition, corrected. 15*. 



EXAMPLES of tho PROCESSES of the DIFFE- 
RENTIAL uid INTEGRAL CALCULUS. CoUocted by D, F. GREGORY, 
M.A., Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. Octavo, with Piales, IBt. 
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RECREATKINS in ASTRONOMY; »1th » Glossnry, 

flndaOIUuHtrations. Dj- the Rev. L. TOMLINSON. M.A. ^ew Edition. 4i. M. 



EECKEATIONS in CHEMISTRY. By THOMAS 

GRIFFITUS, Cliemical Lecturer at St. BarUiolamew's Hospital. 4(. id. 



RECREATIONS in GEOLOGY; with s Glo8«aT7, 

and Tarious Illustrations. By Miss R. M. ZOBNLIIT. New Edition. 4«. M. 

RECREATIONS in PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY; 

or, THE EARTH AS IT IS. By Miss R. M. ZORNLIN. Witli numerous 
Cuts, Maps, &c. Second Edition. 6s. 

HYDROLOGY, or tlio WORLD of WATERS. 
By Miss R. M. ZORNUN. /« the Prm. 



The STUDENT'S MANUAL of ANCIENT HIS. 

TORY; containing the Political Uiatoiy, Get^raphicsl Portion, and Social 
State of the Princijial N*Tii)ya of ANriQfiTr; carefully Digested from l.lie 
Ancient Writers, and IlluBtmted hj tha Discoreriet of Modem Scholars and 
Travellers. By W. C. TAYLOR, LL.D,, M.R.A.S., Trinity College, Dublin. 
Third Edition, ReTined and Enlarged. lOr. 6^. 

Tlie STUDENT'S MANUAL of MODERN HIS- 

TORY; the Rise and PrugreBa of tliB Principal Edsofhak Nations, theit 
Political Iliatory, and the Changes in their Social Condition ; witk a History of 
the Colonies fimndcd by Enropeaiw, and General ProgreK of CiviliMtion. By 
Dr.TAYLOR, Author of the ahorc work. Second Eiution, EnUrgcd. Idg.fid. 



T!ie CIVIL HISTORY of the JEWS, from Joahiia 
to Adrian; with Incidento] Notices of Manners and Castomi, Geography and 
AntiquiUea. By the Ke». 0. COCKAYNE, M.A., King's CoU. Lond. 4j. erf. 



BIBLE NARRATIVE Chronologically arranged, in 

the words of the authorized Version; continued by on Historical Account of 
the Jewish Notion; and forming a Consecutive Ilistory I'roin tiic Creation 
to the Termination of the Jewish Polity. Dedicated by permiiaion to tlie 
Lord Biihop of Winchester. By Mias R. M. ZOttNLIN. Hew Edil' 
Revised, with a set of Maps, 7«. 
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The LITE of ISAAC MILNER, Dean of Carlisle; 

comprising his Cnirespondencc with many of tiie leading men of hi« Any, aoi 
other Writings hitherto unpiiUinhed. Byhia Kkicb,MARY MILNER. Wiih 
a Portrait. IBi. 



The LIFE of ARCHBISTIOP SANCROFT, to which 

aro added. Three Semi ons, and the Tract on Modem Policy. By GEORGE 
D'OYLY,D.D.,F.R.S., Rector of Lambeth. New Edition, Revised. OcUro,fl». 



The LIFE of BISHOP BUTLER, the Author of 

The Analof/y. By TilOMAS BARTLETT, M.A., one of the Six Preachen of 

Canterbury Cathedral. Octavo, with Portmt. 12*. ' 



LIFE and SERVICES of GENERAL LORD 

HARRIS, G.C.B. By the Right Hon. S. R. LUSUINGTON, lafe GoTwnor 
of MadrM. Octavo, with Portrait, &c. 13s. 



The LIFE of SIR WILLIAM JONES. By LORD 

TEJGNMOUTH ; New Edition, Revised, an<i nith a Life of the Noble AathoT, 
by the Rev. S. C. WILKS, M.A. Two Volumes, 10s. (W. 



LIVES of ENGLISH SACRED POETS. By the 

Rev. ROBERT ARIS WILLMOTT, of Trinity College, Cambridge. Two 

Volumes, As. Gd. each. 

The FiBST VoLUdE comprises the English Sacred Poets from Ch*dckr to 
Cbash*w,— and in the Sbcohb Voiumb the aubject ia continued to Btsaor 
Heubh and His Times. 



LIVES of EMINENT CHISTIANS, by the Rev. 

R. B. HONE, M.A., Vicar of Halea Owen. Three Volumes are already- 
published, at it. Gd. each, and a FOURTH VOLUME u in the Prtu. 

The FIRST VOLUME conlainB the Live* of Arcliliishop Usher, Dr. U&ininond. 
.lohn Evelyu, and BLuliop Wibon. Tlie SECOND VOLUME, Bernud Gilpin! 
Philip dc Honiky, Biahop Bedell, and AnUmnj Honiccli. Thci THIRD VOLUwJE 
BiBbop Ridley, DiiOiop Hall, and Robert Boyle. ' 

The FOURTH VOLUME, (in tht rreu), .ill eonlain, JOHN BRADFORD 
ARCHBISHOP GBINDAL, and JUDGE HALE. ' 
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POPULAR BIOGRAPHY, a Series of Histories 

of the Lives aai Times of Persons eminent in various Ages anil Countries in 
connexion with History, lleligion. Literature, Science, and the Arts. Accom- 
panied by Historicnl Introductiong and Soquels, whereby each Work will be 
made a complete Epitome of the particular Branch of Knowledge with wliicli 
tlie Subject of the Memoir was connected. Iii the Preu. 

This Work bein^ desJEned chief!)' fur the Q«e of younic perBons, uid nf thme 
to wbom the liuxer Diogniphica and HuMries ore jnaccexable, will bp publiilicd ill a 
Wy ebeip and portable (ana. Elach auhject will be comiileted in onu brocbuK, 
a large amount o{ matter, printed in a neat and diittiiict iitylii. 



T[IE WRITING DESK; or, the PHILOSOPHY 

of WRITING MATllUIALS; an AtUmpt to convey Scientific Information 
to Intelligent Youth, by reference to things with which they are fiimiliar. By 
THOMAS GRIFFITHS, Chemical Lecturer at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
Author of Reereatiom in Chemislrjr, /n Ihe Prai. 



The HANDMAID; or, the Pursuits of Literature 

and Philosophy, considereil as eubservieut to the Interests of Morality and 
Religion. By the Rev. JOHN DAVIES, B.D., Rector of Gateshead, and 
Author of An Sttimalt of Ihe Human Mind. At. 



GEIMS of SACKED LITERATURE; a Series of 

beautiful Pieces, from the works of eminent Writers, commencing at an early 
period, and broughtdown to the present time. Two handsome Volumes, hound 
and gilt, 8j. ; and luiiformly. Two Volumes, 8i. 

GEMS of SACRED POETRY; choice Portions of 

tiie Works of celebrated Poets; exhibiting a connected view of tile Character 
and Progress of English Sacred Poetry. 



NATIONAL PROVERDS, iu tlie iirlucipal Lan- 
guages of Europe. Printed line for line in English, French, Italian, Spanish, 
and German. By CAROLINE WARD. Bound and gilt, 3*. Gd. 



The LITTLE BRACKEN BURNERS, a Tale; and 

LITTLE MARY'S FOUR .SATURDAYS, By LADY CALLCOTT. 
With Frontispiece from a Drawing liy Sir Augustus Callcott, E.A. Zs. 



WHAT IS A VOLTAIC BATTERY? By Miss 

R. M. ZORNLIN, Author of lUcrratioaa in PhyHcal Geographf, i,c, 2*. (W. 



ft Compreliensive Digest of tlie Civil and Natural Histoiy, Geogi^by, Sd- 
tisUcg, and General Literary luformation, cannected vrith the Sacred Wiitii^; 
illustrated by Several Hundred Cuts. 

Puldishcd Monthly, and to be completed in Tliirty Part^ (of wliici 
Twenty-eight are out) forming two Volumes, the first or which may wi» I" 
had, pncB '25i. The concluding Volume will be ready in January, I&13. 



a Series of New and Accurato Maps, constructed on the best Authorities, »bJ 
verified by collation with the Discoveries of Modem Travellers; fbrmilf ■ 
complete Histohical and Dbscrh-tive Ati.as of Scripturk Gboobapkt. B/ 
WILLIAM HDGHES, F.R.G.S. Small Folio, 7*. Bd., coloured, and booai 



Original dfamilji Scrmonsf, 

Contributed by upwordaof One Hundred and Fiftt Cotbhpobjirt DmxBof 
the EsT*.BLisHGD Chuhcii; and published under the direction of 7Ke Chmi 
of OaunU Zalerattra and Edacation of the Soeietji for Promoting Chrittjm 
Knowledge. Five Volumes, at Gj, fid, eath. 



Sniptural asrcbiatcg ; 

SHOUT COMPENDIUMS of SCRIPTURAL INSTRUCTION, «wai^j« 

to the DOCTRINES and DISCIPLINE of the UNITED 

CHURCH of ENGLAND and IRELAND. 

These Brbviates are strictly applicable to all the pnrposes for which Tracts 
are generally employed, while, from their unifiirm orthodoxy, and the progns- 
Biva style of their contents, they will be found greatly to assist the Parochial 
Clergy in their visitatione and ministry. Several of the Classes, into which the 
Series is divided, will also be found liighly useful in National and other 
Schools, where they may be used as eWa boolcs, and afterwards presented 
to the children or their iiarents, at very little cxpenre. 

The two following Classes are already published, and others of the Soiies 
are preparing for the press. 

All INTRODUCTORY JfANUAL to the READ- 
ING and STUDY of the HOLY SCRIPTURES; comprised in one hundnJ 
HumlicrB of the Scriptcrai BnEvi*TEEi, and forming Class A. of the Seriea. 
Price At. bound in a Volume, or the hundred Breviates for distribution, Ht. 

SHORT COMPENDIUMS of FAITH and PRAC- 
TICE for the SICK; comprised in fifty Numbers of the ScRtrruKJiL Brbvi- 
ATEs, forming Class; K. of the Series. Price 2*. bound in a Vohune, or the 
fifty Breviates for distribution, 1». 
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OFFICIAL INFORMATION on CHARITIES. 

ANALYTICAL DIGESTS of the REPORTS made by the COMMISSIONERS 
of INQUIRY into CHARITIES, containing DigesU of Reports on ChariUes 
for Distribution amongst the Poor; Gmramar Schools; Schools not Classical ; 
\ and Chanties for Education not attached to Endowed Schools. 

Arranged in Counties from tlie It«tums presented to both Ilouees of 
Parliament, by Command of Her Majesty, and Ixaued in a, detached Form, 
with a View to Local Circulation, at tlie follovring Prices :— 



Bedford 

Berki 

Buekinghun .. 

Cambridge 

CheMet 

CoTDwall 

CumbcrUnd .. 

Devon 

Doreet 



Essex 

OloDceator... 
Hereford ... 
Hertford .... 



..2 6 
,. 1 6 
..3 6 



Uiddtesex, iiuln- 
ding London...) ~ 

MonmoDth fl 9 

Norfolk 2 

Northunptan 1 6 

Northnmberland.. ft 

Nntinqfaam 1 

Oxford I B 

Kntland 9 

SoJop 1 6 

Somerset, iiiclu-l- j. 
ding Brifltol ...r 

Southunplon 1 

SuAord 3 



fTolk 



Soul' 



S,i£!?l' 



Wanrkk 1 S 

WosUnoreland ... 1 

Wilts 1 6 

Worcester 1 

York, East Riding 1 

„ North „ I 6 

„ Went „ 3 

North Wales 2 

South WaliH 1 

General Charities, 1 

of the whole of ^0 U 
IheCharity Pro- 1 
pcrty & Income] 



7b be PabliMked tariff in 1843. 

MINUTES of the COMMITTEE of COUNCIL on 

EDUCATION; for the years 1841-2. Also, THE MTKUTES forthe years 
1830-40, and 1840-41 ; with APPENDICES. 3*. W. each. 



BnHtr tl)t Sanction of tl)t Counnittrt &f Coimtil oii trOucatie: 



WJLBEMS METHOD OF TEACHING SINGING ADAPTED 
TO ENGLISH USE B Y JOHN HULLAH. 

buniug tbff Exfrcim vA FigufR* ia buTd 
Cfasnetn no Hmn Tliw FeM Mi iuchn 
liHig. 1'<ii VaaAi of Tm SluM* oacb iSm. I. 
(oX.: Xl.ioXX.i XXI. lo XXX., tc|, prim 
7>- ad. p« I^caL 



Tbe Manual. Parts I. and IL, 



The Exercisaa and Figures for 

the L'm of V\qfl%. Thm Dookg. 6d. eub. 



Singing Tablets for Elementary 

TT 11 i-> T [» SrbDak. Vnci, Sb«ii>, lOi,^ Hountnl ou 

UulUlis jUarge oaeeta, con- 1 uiiib>Hn],3fii.; u>Biii.cmdp1(iu,uo<. 

MULBA USERS METHOD OF TEACHING WRITING, 
ADAPTED TO ENGLISH USE. 

Writin;: Models ; tlio Set, 
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PART MUSIC, edited by JOHN HULLAHj 

PubUalied Monllily ia Clasies suited to vorioua qualities of Voice, and each ■ 
the Monthly Nuinbeia cootainiDg an equal portion of Sacred and of Sccols 

Class A. is for Four Voices (Soprano, Alto, Tenor, and Boss). This CUnil 
puUished in Score, at 2j. Sd, per Number, and each of tile Sepai«te Voice FxH 
at B(^. per Number. The lirsl Six Numbi.'ni(QlMt« Iwliad separately at 3(.W 
each) form Two Volumes, one of Sacred Fleets, and one of SEctn^R, eltba ^ 
which Volumes may be hod handsomely balf-lMtund, at 9s. per Volume, ■ ~ 
either of the Separate Voice Parts to the respective Volumes^ at 3«. ( 
No, VII, of tills Series will appear oii the 1st of January, 1843, to be c. 
nued oil the Ist of evcrj' alternate Month, 

Class B. contains Mubi cm Scons, for the Voices of Wokb.n and CniLDM 

Class C. consists of Music in Score for the Voices of Mkk. 

Each Number of the Classes, B, and C, is dirided between SimeD » 

SacuLAJt Music. The publication of these Classes eommcnced oa the U; 

of December, lSi2, and will be continued every alternate Uontb, prica a(j 



' Sacrb^ 



SACRED MINSTRELSY ; a Collection of 

Music from the Finest Works of the Great Masters, British and FoBDoit^ 

arranged us Soloa, anil Concerted Pieces ?•"■ Private i'erfonuance, wit> 
Accouipaniiuents for the Piuno-Forte, Two handsome Folio Volumes, Half) 
bound, Price Two Guineas. 



THE ROYAL PROGRESS in SCOTLAND. Mt 

Tkokas Constable, Printer to the Queen in Edinburgh, having receii 
Her Majestv'b Authority to publish a MEMORIAL of tlie ROYAL PRO 
GRESS in SCOTLAND, is preparing for publication an authentic 
detailed account of the late Gracious Visit to Scotland, to be Dedicated, tq 
permission, to Her Most Gracious Majesty and His Royal Highness Prioel 
Albert. The literary department has been undertaken by Sir TUOHAfl 
DICK LAUDER, Bart. 

The Work will be handsomely printed in Qnarto, and will oontdU 
Representations, external and internal, of the various Palaces and Nobh 
Rc^denccs wliicli have been honoured by the presence of Her Majeat/i 
together with dclineaUons of all interesting ecenes, ceremonial and picturesque 
to which the Royal Visit has given rise. The price of the Volume will be T 
Guineas, and there will be a limited number of Copies printed ou Large Pap«r« 
with Proof Impressions of the Plates, price Four Guineas. 



Loudon : JOHN W. PARKER, PDOUsasB, Wsct SnuxB. 
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